WE

WOMEN TOGETHER ARE STROWG - Mere can Oe no ofher way to
describe the womens' group of Hasbanati.

Me had heard of this growp. A resident of Hambanati g man,
had told us,” Hesbanati is a place with a difference- the
women dominate the organisations there.”

We wanted to find out more so that our readers Chyld hear
about these women too.

So we made arrangements to meet. When we arrived we were
so warmly received and we settied down to hearing about
their history.

ARE A FORCE TO RECKON WITH _ Hambanathi Womens Action Group

"We had lots of problems and they were getting worse and
too much. The one big problem was fn 1979 when the cemetry
we were using became full. We were told by the Port Natal
Administration Board to go and bury our dead at Ntuzusa
cemetry, which is very far, or to cremate our dead, which
we didn"t want to do.

Well we started
to organise. From
house to house we
went and desanded
of all
come and Join @&
meeting to talk
about this problem.
Everybody had to
Come ., Anyone
refusing had to
tell us where she
hoped to bury her
dead, 01d she have
a special place?,
we asked.

women To




I
a%u run the Township — you must prouide a cemetry!

As women, we first met with the Advisory Board to talk about
this. But we found them with no power to do anything,

So we forced Port Natal Administration Board to meet with
us. Soon we had problems. They asked us, "Who are you? What
group? Who sent you to us? ™

We saw that we could fight these problems if we were an
organised group, wWith a message from our organisation. Then
we met and formed the HAMBANATI WOMENS' ACTION GROUP,

We told the Port Natal Administration Board that their
having no ground for a cemetry was not our problem but
theirs . They ran the township so they must provide a
cemetry.

So the Town Board gave us Gennezana which is close by.
But there was a jump in cost from R1Z2 to R53 . They were
at war, but we stood our ground. The Port Natal Administra-

tion board eventually agreed to lower them to RI1Z again.
We had won.

Having an organised group had many advantages. We now knew
who were members and how many members we had, when writing
letters and for purposes of keeping records. We had an
identity. We had built up an organisation.




Another problem we had
the dumping
site. The dump site was
close to our
A a result lots of
flies and smell and
terrible dirty smelling
and papers got
into our yards. People
used to come and Took
for food in the night
and tsotsfes  wused to
hang around.

was with

township.

water

S

o what did we do? e said that we will Block the rubbish

rubbish we threatened to teke the rubbish and dump it on
their beautiful golf course in Tongaat'®

Then they started cleaning the place and
they 500n openéd 4 new dumping site.
schogl om the old
tumping site. Mow that owr organisation
wads solid the Port Natal

Board knew we are & force to reckon with. g

W

now haveé @ prisary

Administrat son

trucks from entering the township. [f they went on dumping|

' THE WOMEN'S
OFFERS LITERACY

The Women's Centre has Jasked
Learn and Teach to run & train-
ing course for women who would
like to learn to teach others
to : (a) read and write in Zulu,

{b) learn to speak, read

and write in English.

Any women who would like to help

their sisters by teaching a
igrnup fs welcome to attend the
course, which will be run 1in

May, 1985. No formal qaulifica-
tions are needed. If youw are
interested in the course, please
contact:

THE WOMER'S CENTRE,

16 ECT,

'20 ST. ANDREWS STREET,
| DURBAN.,

|iPRONE - 3011624.

There is usually someone
office om a Saterday
9 2.8. and 1 p.m.

in the
between




