
WE ARE A FORCE TO RECKON 

UOHOI TOGETHER « E STOWS - There can be no other way to 

describe the uarnetti' group of Haatanat i . 

He had heard of t h i s group. A resident o f HMbanatf,e «an, 

had t o l d us , " Haabanatl I f a place w i th a d i f fe rence- the 

Mown dominate the organisat ions the re . * 

He wanted to f ind out mort so that our readers cD U id hear 

about these wonen too . 

So we wade arrangements t o meet. When we ar r ived w.- were 

50 warmly received and we se t t led down to hearing about 

t he i r h i s t o r y . 

a 

WITH_ _ Hambanathi Women's Action Group 

"We had l o t s o f problems and they were ge t t i ng worse and 

too Much. The one big problem was In 1979 when the cemetry 

we were using became f u l l . Ue were t o l d by the Port Natal 

Administ rat ion Board to go and bury our dead at N tuz iM 

ceoetry.ufcich i s very f a r , or t o cremate our dead, which 

m d i d n ' t want to do* 

Ve i l we star ted 

to organise. From 

house t o house we 

went v^ demanded 

of a l l women t o 

and j o i n a 

Ming to talk 
about t h i s problem. 

Everybody had to 

come. Anyone 

refus ing had t o 

t e l l us where she 

hoped to bury her 

dead. Old she have 

a special p lace?, 

we asked. 



You run the Township - you mi$h provide a ce 

As women, we f i r s t net w i th the Advisory Board t o t a l k about 

t h i s . But we found them w i t h no power to do anything. 

So we forced Port Natal Administ rat ion Board t o meet w i th 

us- Soon we had problems. They asked us, "Who are you? What 

group? Who sent you to us? " 

We saw that we could f i g h t these problems 1f we were an 

organised group, w i th a message from our o rgan isa t ion . Then 

we met and formed the HAMBANATI WOMENS* ACTION GROUP. 

Me t o l d the Port Natal Administ rat ion Board that t h e i r 

having no ground f o r a cemetry was not our problem but 

the i r s • They ran the township so they must provide a 

cemetry. 

So the Town Board gave us Gennezana which is close by. 

But there was a jump in cost from R12 t o R53 . They were 

at war, but we stood our ground. The Port Natal Administra

t i on board eventual ly agreed to lower them t o R12 again. 

We had won. 

Having an organised group had many advantages- We now knew 

who were members and how many members we had, when w r i t i n g 

l e t t e r s and fo r purposes of keeping records. We had an 

i d e n t i t y . We had b u i l t up an organisat ion. 



Another problem we had 

was with the dumping 

s i t e . The dunp si te was 

close to our township. 

As a result lots of 

f l i e s and smell and 

ter r ib le d i r t y swelling 

water and papers got 

in to our yards. People 

used to cone and look 

for food in the night 

and tsotsles used to 

hang around. 

So rttt did we do? we said that we w i l l block the rubbish 

trucks froc entering the township. I f they went on duping 

rubbish we threatened to take the rubbish and tiup i t on 

their beautiful golf course In Tonjaat 

Then they started cleaning the place and 

they soon opened a new duping s i t e , we 

now have a prlaary school on the old 

duping s i t e . Now that our organisation 

was solid the Port Ratal Administration 

Board knew we are a force to reckon with.M 

The Wooen's Centre has asked 

Learn and Teach to run a t ra in - * 

i ng course fo r women who would 

l i k e to learn t o teach others 

to : U ) read and w r i t e i n Z u l u , 

(b) learn t o speak, read 

and w r i t e 1n Eng l i sh * 

Any woaen who would l i k e t o he lp 

t h e i r s i s t e r s by teach ing § 

group I s welcoee t o a t tend the 

course , which w i l l be run I n 

Hay, 1 » 5 , No f o r a a l q a u t l f l c a -

t l o n s are needed. I f you are 

I n t e r e s t e d i n the cou rse , p lease 

c o n t a c t : 

THE HOMER'S CENTRE, 
16 ECT, 

20 ST. MOB CMS STREET. 

MRUS* 
PHONE - 3011624 . 

There Is u s u a l l y i o * e o * e l a t he 

o f f i c e on a Satarday between 

9 a . * * and 1 p . * . 


