DETENTIONS

SASPU NATIONAL 7

Cosas leader
detained . . .

poisoned . . .

now missing

CONCERN IS mounting for the
well-being ol a lormer Port Elisa-
beth detainee and student leader
who is suing the Minister of Police
for R15S0.000 lor allcgedly being
pomsoned while i secunty  police
detention.

Twenatv-one yvear old Siphiwo
Muhimkulu, anactive member ol the
Congress of South Alrican Studenis
(COSAS) amd SRO president of
Loviso High School. was last seen
by his family on the mormng of
April 14

Singe  then
nothing ol him.

they have heard

Previoushy  he had never  pone
away without mlorming his parents
ol where he was going or when he
would be back. Now three months

Detainees
released
after ten
months

AT LEAST 12 peuple have heen
released from detention recently,
but many other detaimees remain in
Jail.

In Johannesburg, four detainees
were released. two alter spending ten
months behind bars, They are Aurct
vian Heerden, Cedric de Beer, Frank
Chikane and Monty Naraoo,

In Durban. twoe University of
Natal studemts, Mike Pace and
Moivandri Reddy were released.
Fhey were detained in November
last vear. Also released alier nearly a
muonth in detention were jourmlists,
Quarish Patel and Vas Soni. Al the
time ol their arrcst police prohibited
newspapers from publishing their
mames and those ol two other
Journalists who were detained at the
a1 me lime,

In East London. three members of
the Food and Canning Workens
Union were released after being
detained in the Ciskei for three
weeks. Phey are Bonsile Norushe,
branch secretary for the union
Zodwa Mapela and Boy Soci.
However, the lollowing day. David
Thandani, East London Branch
Secrciary of the Gencral Workers
Union was detained by the Ciskei
security police. He has now been
releused,

People still in detention include

on, inguiries by a range of concerned
acople huve all drawn blanks.

Most recently a visit by his mother
o Lesstho, o where the South
Alrcan and Transkeian authorities
say they believe he has fled. proved
fruithess. Jovee Mithimkuluy found
no trace of her son none of his
Iriends living there had heard Trom
him or seen him,

The Uipned Nations High Com-
mission for Relugess and varnious
churches in Lewothe are now cir-
culating photographs of him. So lar
withoul sucvess

Aganst a background of what
Muhimkulu stood 1o hise by leaving
South Africa. hes lamils and foiends
tind his disappearance inexplicable.
As well gs suing the Minister ol
Police lor alleged posoning while in
detention, o ~econd court action
agaimst the Minster Tor alleged
teriure while in detention is pend-
ing.

Neither of these can go ahead
while Mthimkulu cannot be lound.

Al the ume ol his disappearance, -

five months after his rclease [rom
detention, he had not recovered
from the effects of thalium poison-
ing sufficientiv 1o he able (o walk
without the sid of a stick. He was
still undergoing regular ireatment al
the Livingstone Hospital in Port
Elizabeth and was due for further
tests, @l Groote Schuur Hospital in
Cape Town on May 1.

Friends and family believe he
would not have given up this
trestment. He was determined 1o
recover completely and was keen o
return 1o his studies - his schooling
was hroken by his five months in
detention and on his release he
became too ill Lo study,

Heswdes having a lot to lose, there
wias nothing, according 1o his
family. to make him leave, He had
Ny reason Lo anticipalte re-detention.
Since his release in October last year
he had not heen harassed by police
at all,

On the day of his disappearance, a
friend. Topsy Madaka, drove himto
the Livingstone Hospital where he
had an appointment o se¢ his
physician,

He arrived at the hospital at about
Illam and was asked to Tetch his file
from the outpaticnt section. When
he did not return, it was assumed he
had become impatient and had lefi
since he did not have any serious
complaints that day.

During the afternoon lour phone
calls were made to Molly Blackburn,
PFP MPC for Walmer, who knew
Mihimkulu well — two were made
to her office and two to her home.

She was at a meeting and did not get
the message until much later that
Mihimkulu had phoned to ask her
for a lift from the hospital.

That was the last anyone heard of
him.

A few days later Madaka's car,
with his passport inside, was found
ahandoned a1 Sterksprunt in Trans-
kei, near the Telle Bridge border
with Lesotho.

This sparked speculation that the
men may have fled into Lesotho or
may be somewhere in the Transkei.
However, Madaka's father. who is a
tcacher in Umiata, has heard
nothing of them and no irace of

them has vet been found in Lesotho.
PFP MP for Walmer. Andrew

Siphiwo uses his exercise bicycle 1o regain strength after puisoning

Savage. wis given an assurance by
the Minster of Police, Louis e
Cirange. that Mihimkulu was not
heing held by the South Aflrican
authoritics. And Le Grange appar-
ently told another PFP MP that his
own investigations had revealed that
Mihimkulu was not being held in
Fransker but was belwved 1o have
fled 1o Lesotho

Joyce Mihimkulu is desperately
worried aboul what could have
happened to her son: 1 he devil puts
pictures into my mind &t night
sometimes | see him cold and
unhappy sitting in detention some-
where. sometimes | see him happy
with his [riends somewhere, But
sometimes | see him dead.”

Jabu Ngwenya and Enc Mionga
who have been held [or over seven

months.

Cedric de Beer, released alter 298
days in detention  has  been
subpocnaed by the stale o give
evidence at the trial of Barbaru
Hogan in the Supreme Court on
August 16

Belore his detention, Rev Frank
Chikane was the resident priest at
the Apostubic  Faith  Anglican
Church in Kagow. He has heen
suspended by the distnct council ol
the church until October depending
on whether he has a “change ol
heart”.

According w  the [Nlainees
Pareats Support Commuttee. 151

people have been detained this year.

Heavy sentences for refusing to testify

THREE MEN are lacing charges of
treason for their alleged partici-
pation in an explosion at a Field
Street post box, the Cenotaph
explosion, the bombing of two
mMOoLor car showrooms, Iwo govern-
ment offices, the SADF recruiting
centre and a railway line to Umlari
in Durban during 19%1.

Patrick Kiobcko Maygubcla (32).
Mboniswa Richard Maghutyana
(29) and Seth Gaba arc charged
alternatively with terrorism. sabo-
tage. possession of arms and am-
munition, attempted murder and
malicious damage 1o property.

Each accused-is alleged:

® To be a member or active
supporter of the ANC:

® To have recruited people for
military training and acts of sabo-

lage:

® To have estublished arms caches. -

® To have trained people inside
South Afnca 1w commit acts of
sabolage;

® To have been in possession of
hand grenades. limpel mines. a
machine rifle, plastic explosives,
TNT and detonutors,

The charge sheet alleges that

Magubela. based in Durban. acted
as a link for the ANC in Swazriland.

The trial has been characicerised
by the refusal ol people 1o 1estify.
Before the end of the first week lour
people had been jailed. the fourth
for five yeams. He was Mpila
Ichabod Thaho was has heen in
custody since November 25,

On Aupust 3 Litha Jolobe, o 25-
yeur old student was jailed Tor four
years for reflusing 1o take the oath or
testifv. The next day, Durban
attorney. Rulclane Npcuka. 2%, and
an articled clerk in a law firm,
Mbulclo Hongo. 26, were cach
sentenced to three years for the same
offence.

Kimberley
schoolboys

held illegally
say lawyers

I AWYEFRS ACTING Tor 15 Kim-
hotler achewillen detaiacen beleve
the bons are being held egally in
o ol the counin's longest Terror-
i At ik,

I weniy=lour Cailleshewe, Kimber-
lev, boys have been i detention lor
IX months,

Farly Last month, kiwvers brought
an unsuceessiul application belon
the Supreme Court fo hase th
schuolchildren released

Anxious parents sand they dd nuon
hnow what had happeoed 1o then
childrem alter the fiss detentns on
January 5 January 22amd Februan
5 Tast vear.

| he detemtaons Tollowed unrest in
Gialeshewe during the 1981 2 boy-
vl wl hl.ll.'l '-.l..'hl'lllu"'l.'i

I ive o the bews appeared m coun
on March ML 1951 in connection
with charges winder the | ermorsm
A,

(3 e samwe das, 19 chaldien were
transterred to Section 12 1ih) ol vhe
Imtcrmal Secunty Act, the Sune
Wil mess cliisae.

Parents sand they would <Ll be in
the dark about ther chillden o e
ol the parents had niot happened 1o

be on the spol when the five
appearcd n count,
Those  charged  were  Sello

Motlabakwe, 21, Johannes Kerrs,
200 Fupene Mokgoosi, 21, Neleo
Hilanshwas e, 20, and Miukam Fam.
2.

1 hey have all pleaded niot guilty 1o
terrornm, amson, atlempled arson,
and househreaking.

I'he trial started on June 2 lust
vear and i stll continuing. 1t »
believed the costs cxcoed o stag-
pering RGO,

O May 6 thas year, alnuesd G year
alter the trial begin, the Staie closed
iy case, Four of the group of 19
detainees  gave evidence for  the
Siale.

Lawvers sand that on the same
din. the prosccution made 15
detmmees available to ginve evidence
on behall ol the aveused “should the
legal representatives ol The accused
decide 1o call any or all ol them'.

I he lawyvers took statements lor
all 15 detameds and decwded 1o call
all ol them 1 give evidence.

In their apphication 1o the MNor-
thern Cape 1ivision ol the Supreme
Court, the hawyers sad: ‘It s
therclore submitied that the reason
for the detentuon ol the persons
concerned has Tallen away and the
authority granted in terms of the
Statule no longer exsls

The Supreme Court ruled that it
had no junsdiction to order the
delainees’ release,

Ihe 15 detainees are Arthur
Maliste Thunisi, Andrew Connee
Molusi, Thomas Plaatjics Myaniso,
Conrad Diseko Moeti, Hope Chiwa,
Lucky Mokubung. [Jonald Seckoei,
Philip Vika, Honnic Andrics
Thekisho, Moses [Dodo Senye,
luthando Walker Charlie. Paulus
Moeketsi Tati, April  Masitwe,
Patrick van Wyk., and Benjamin
Lesego Swarts,

Perjury charge in
long Mpetha trial

A STATE witness in the marathon
Jrial of irade unionist Oscar Mpetha
and 17 othcrs was senlenced 1o 15
months imprisonment in the Parow
Magistrates Court for perjury.

The court found thal sworn
statements made by Shadrack
Ponomo Ncapayi (21} made on
September. 1980, dilfered trom ks
evidence under vath in the Cape
Town Supreme Court on Ociober 27
and November 3 last year.



