
A T I I S jnnuii l conference in Cape 
T o m in June the General Worker* 
Union ((iWU> decided not lU 
operate in certain industries. 

The main reason (or this was to 
foster unity in the trade union 
mmement and not move towards 
becoming an industrial union. A 
( .Wl statement at the end of the 
conference said "demarcation dis
putes between trade unions are the 
tingle greatest cause of division in 
the trade union movement. The 
large number of general unions 
greatly adds to the potential for 
conflict/ 

The < iWi ; constitution was 
amended to exclude workers in the 
food and canning, textile and motor 
assembly industries and the com* 
mcrcial distributive trades. The 
( j W | l offered to help other unions in 
these industries where it could. 

* In another significant develop
ment it was agreed to contact the 
Metal and Allied Workers Union 
(MAWU) to discuss demarcation 
i**ues and general co-operation in 
the engineering industry where the 
GWU has made substantial pro* 
grew 

A request was made to other 
general unions to follow the <iWIJ 
example and give serious consider* 
ation to the question of demar
cation. 

The conference endorsed the 
moves towards trade union unity, 
calling for unity of al l democratic 
trade unions and the establishment 
of mutually acceptable criteria to 
verify and monitor thcuiiainmcm of 
basic democratic practices in each. 


