
JOSEPH MAVI . the man who led 
10,000 Johannesburg municipal 
workers in a strike for higher pay. 
was buried on June 26, the 27th 
anniversary of the Freedom Char
ter's signing. 

About 2,000 people from all over 
the country gathered for the funeral 
service at Soweto's Regina Mundi 
church. The sentece was delayed as 
mourners waited for a court decision 
on whether they could continue with 
the burial. 

Police kept a close watch at 
Rcgina Mundi and heavily armed 
police, members of the SAP and the 
West Rand Administration Board 
were stationed at entrances to 
Soweto apparently to stop whites 
from going to the funeral. Even the 
few who did get into Soweto were 
prevented from attending the service 

as police had thrown a tight net 
around the church. 

During the service a unionist said: 
Joe Mavi was not an ordinary man 
— he was a man of the people'. Mavi 
had been a highly devoted trade 
unionist and had aspired to pro
gressive unionism, he said. 

The workers sang 'Mavi was a 
hero* and other freedom songs 
during the service and a green, gold 
and black flag was raised. 

Most of the mourners walked to 
the Avalon cemetry, and as Mavi's 
coffin was lowered they sang *Ham-
ba Kahle mkhonto we sizwe ('Go 
well spear of the nation'). Police in 
the procession kept a low profile. 

At Mavi's house in Moletsane 
there was a mixed mood as family 
members welcomed the birth of his 
son, born a day before his burial. 


