
THE BLACK Municipal Workers 
Union changed its name to the 
Municipal and General Workers 
Union of South Africa at its recent 
annual congress. 

The congress was held shortly 
after the tragic death of the union's 
president Joe Mavi, Gatsby Mazwi. 
former secretary was elected new 
president 

Mazwi. explained the reasons for 
the change of name and also for the 
change of constitution. 

He said over 2000 workers were 
dismissed during the I980 Johannes­
burg Municipal Workers strike and 
they had to look for work in other 
industries. 

'Whenthey came back to Johan-
nesburg they stil l wanted to be 

members of our union, and wanted 
the union to represent them in their 
new jobs he said. 

We found workers needed or­
ganisation. We believe intruding 
into other union's areas is not in the 
interests of workers. If workers are 
being organised by another union 
we will not intervene as long as t hey 
are organising in the workers' 
interests. 

Magwusa is not happy in its role 
as a general union, however. They 
prefer to minimise the confusion 
that comes with too many undemar-
cated unions, which they see as 
weakening the union movement asa 
whole, 

'People wil l be scattered and the 

unions wil l not have a solid base. 
General unions must be phased out. 
When the ideal of demarcation is 
practicable, we will dissolve as a 
general union. Mazwi promised. 

Further policy decisions at the 
AGM were to involve the union in 
community issues and t o build 
closer relationships with progressive 
organisations. They were actively 
involved in bringing a halt to the 
South African Breweries soccer 
tour. 

A short term objective outlined at 
the annual meeting was to push for 
recognition from the Johannesburg 
Citv Counci l A t this stage the 
Council wil l not recognise Magwusa 
as it is not registered, a step which 
the union resolved not to take. 


