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Key to student
strength is to
organise and
consolidate

ORGANINING and consulidaiing
the siudent musement w ihe main
task facwmg Asmso in the coming
veur

This was the kev  mwessage ol
speakers and delegates al the recent
Adawn FAzaman Students Organi-
siliind congress in Hammanskeaul,
Pretoria, who saw the 1982 theme
Tlucatiwom Towards D hemaowraet ” gs
d sehicle e rally adtise student
"l-l.IFIrhrl-‘l angd nurss p...lltu.‘lrl.lllull

Fhe compress, attended by oner
MM spudents  wbas  oseen oas oan
irnporant Lindmark lor A as
was Il Dirst G represenbaln s
Irom esery hlogh  woeveéesily and
huck students teoim all Liberal
campuses had anended an Az
:Uﬂ“ll.'"n'ﬁ

Spcakers piapointed  repression
amd reform as o means o curh
stilent activity and Lo create anall-
mbarmed and  co-opled  sisdeni
Miass Asaso saw this as o magor
challenge Tacing studenats today and
omt that could onlyv be nwel
Er@saTiols organisaton.

‘For such organesation’, sau one
speaker. "we don’l need powerlul
speakers as much as we need creative
OF 8 AETS

In his opening eddress. Araso
president Joc Phaahla, re-clecied Lor
m second lerm al ithe eongross, sad
repression and reform are eorner-
stunes of the state’s response o
democTalic organmsalion,

Helorm, he said. was an atiermpi
o divide the people by creating
forums [ur callaborators within the
A%sleim.

While this strutegy coubd easiiy be
seen i the Presdents Coungl and
local sdministrotion bodies, be sad,
‘whether to be pan ol the oppressive
system o part of the oppressed
ey was abv s mugor challenge
lacing bluck students today,

‘Bevouse those of us who reach
university are a sclected few out of
the majponly. we become the natural
targets lor the sustem’s methods ol
prsile gy and dealiogical conirafl, he
Sl

"Money s poured into the uni-
bersilics B imake sure e come ol
Pelicving we are prisvileged. dillerem
from the rest ol vur community and
are thus alenated from them '

He said students must change all
provaleges  mnbo  mstruments f
strengihen the struggle lor demo-
Cracy

In hiv alk un student invalve-
mend,  lirmer  cvecuting  member
Aaron Motsaaleds sand  bovause
demands on students ol the K% ane
greater than esver belore, students
must organise around ssues thal
cllect them directly as well as wutside
LE1IL

Motswaled: said the student ol the
Hs a5 dillerent Irom the siudeni ol
the 70°s having gaimed direction
(rom learming und eapericnce

Sludents huve realised workers
and nit themselves ate the vanguard
ol the struggle and so thes have
taken on a more supporiive role’

Stronger hinks have also been
forged with the communily  as
sivdents now see (hat the education
stirugghe cannut be scparated from
the broader struggle for change in
sty

He sad this understanding and
the emphasis on mass based organ-
satinn and  democratic  decison
making meanl students were now
vangceracd with contimuous invilve-
e, no Jonger conlimng  thar
ok s o Bancoiis

T he stabe Bas @lses hadd to linad mew
shralegies o cope with the sudeots,
al the B's, he sind. “The Verwoerd
strategy thal blacks he ‘kept Irom
ihe grocn pastures of the Europoans
where They are ot allowed 1o grase’
has vhanged

‘Roelorm has become a hesward in
ilal steptegs today’, he s, aml
elucatinn is mavw the man relanm
famtl pisated on vt im sude L acis il
Hetarm  atites o buanbd a0 sirong
e b wloss s o huller some amd o
divade the commnmny”

He said relorm on university
campusey g hamd on hand with
reprossivn,. CReprossion  operuies
thrimugh academie strogtures with
the universits sdminst b Giking
sl the role ol the secanty police

Motswalody said some ol the
lorms  thes “ocademie  fermorsam
fdkes L
®  Admin imposes SHO constinug-
s pneeceplable o stadents
& Stpdents are secured [rom oui-
side wontacl. They  have o et
permisstn 0 sell publcations and
malerial and 1o bring oulsde
speakers onto ther campus. This

vear, Agaso premdent Joe Phashla
was nof allowed 1o address studenis
h Medynia bhecpuse tit wounld ool
henelit the students’ and al Fort
Hare speakers are only permiticd o
their "chrishan credentials can be
weniified

|

‘We need creative organisers’
Asron Motswaledi

® Txams ore scheduled for com-
memoration dayvs s thal W on»
dilficult (ur students to ke part

| hese  restrclisns gnd  anbime
datory methods allowed for the
creatmn of an ill-inlvrmed and cu-
upted student body. he sad. and this
was why students needed 10 organis
around these immediate 3sues

Repans Trom the warious caam-
puses covered student strugghes over
the past year and showed thet a
ria o issic facing the studenis at the
black wniversities of  Meduma,
Spina, Turfloopand Fort Hare was
exlablshing  studeni struciures
which were hoth reprosentative and
acceplablc to studenis

"The ek of SKHOs on
campusey serously effects studen
urgansation’, sd one spraker

A Fort Hare representative sad
during the recent boycotl there had
hevn an urgent need for @ SRO 1w
make communicatinn betwoen siu-
dents cusicr, Instead studenis had
had to relt onan intecnm eommiies
e Dl thes gap.

(Mher speakem @l the cORgress
included Maul Davids ol the Natal
Indian Congress and John Lasr,

i hese

president of the Soutk  African
Students Presa Union
A resolunion  condemncd  the

Swarland land deal wilh South
Afrea and culled on hoth govern-
ments to accede to the people’s nght
tor hive an the land ol their birth,

(ther mutwns  an cducation,
women, (ofced removals and grade-
ation cer¢monies were passed al the
I-'HI'I_F'['\"\

Helen Juseph addrevses tﬂlng afier her banning order expired

#

Another banning ends for Helen

HFLEN JOSEPH. Somh Afrnica’s
seleran ol feseslanee |'|-|.:|||I||.'\ reveni-
I ocompleled o two syear banning
ireher,

Al 77, the expiny ol her latest
bunming order [ollows & long line ol
detention.  trials,  jathings,  house
arrest and hargssmenl spanning a
Yuarter ol 4 ceniury.

Helen Jimeph has the dstinction
ul being the first person 1o be placed
under house arrest in South Alrce
Following her house arrest in
Oclober 1962, she was lorced Lo lead
g solitary dusk 1o dawn cupsicnge
and depmved of visiis by (riends.

Even when she became critically
il with cancer an 1971, special
permission had 10 be obiained to

Helen is garlsnded st 1.enenis
prolest meeting

ullow her to go 1o hospital for an
CMErgeEncy operslion,

Helen Joseph was involved in the
Congress ol Democrats antl was

scuretany of the Federation ol Sinnh
Afrmcan Women an the 1950, She
was one ol the 156 people arrested
and pait on Pl B treason in (957

However charges against her were
dropped and those charged were
seguitied alier o marsthon ol

She s also lsted w hich mcans tha
she cannol be guoted nor can she
write arbiwcles o publish

A lriend of hers saiwd: “Through all
these years Helen has retmined her
fum convichions, spuken out when
she could and expressed her helielin
the determination of Soulh Afrca’s
people o siruggle for a nun-racal
demuocratic couniry where the
peophe will govern,”

Women come together at Wits

HELEN JOSEPH delivered her lirsi
public address since her recenl
unbanmng o & crowd of over thiee
hundred a1 the Nusass Women's

Conference.
I'he lour-day conference, the fird
ever of ity kind., focussed on

WOTET = OPPTTYEON AN YRT P
tion and role 1n socicty

The conference consisied ol Lalks
by academics, students and umon-
iy,  discussion  groups;  mosies;

workshops and videos.

One of the most usclul papers was
on the rok of women In the

liberation struggles of China. Cuba,
Mozambiyue and Zimmhabwe, The
paper highlighted some of the gains

und changes that have laken place in

socialist countrics as regards the
position of women. I alsa painied
1o a lack of advancemeni in certain
aspecis of women's status (0 these
COUNTHics.

Azaso launches committee
to focus on women

AN INTERIM committee 10 look
into women's oppression and the
possibility ol forming an Avzase
Women's Movement was clected an
the recent Aranian Students Orgam-
sation Congress in Hammanskraal

Folloemg muth dnouwswon on
OrRANISING WOmen un campuscs, the
congress passed a resolution 1o ¢lect
the investigaling commuilte:,

A spokesperson lar the commitiee
s women face particularly hamh
lorms of oppression

‘On u hroud level they share the
oppression o LThe community and
workers, bul they are also oppressed
by the sexost attitudes of our sockely”

“They are brought up to belicve
they arc infcrnior 1o men and must be
pussive and subordinale themselves,

She wnd women also have litlle
legal protection, are a large part of
the unemployed and have difficuliy
in lorming trade unions

Hecawse ol 1hese problems and the
resulting  gereral lack o women
PUFLICIPATINE in organisalions,
Azaso students felt i1 necessan o
fook ot drawing campus women

INLG BN Organsaig

FThe interim cummaillve’s
ohjectives are iwo-fold,
® Jo make women understand
how and why they have come ity
the snuation they find themaehes in,
“This can be achieved’, sand the
spokesperson, il women lorge links
with progressive women's
organoations and so connnue the
strugghe Tor the democratic righis of
WHTICn,

® o help women deling ssuats
that they should wke up buth
their organrisations and i olther
areas ol the struggle.

Onc of the hlighlighis of ihe
confcrence was an evening dis-
clssion on “Chrghnang Waoamen in
the Trade Unions'. Francis Baard
and several pther unioniss spoke 1o
a packed lecture theatre on the iriple
oppression of black working-class
wamen. L s ddleull w soganie
SWNTTRE Y oy, Ehaey saed, e use
o Ineir uppression bol bl work and
by their husbands at home

A focus on women's organsation
in South Africa covered the De-
fiance and Anti-pass Campaigos,
and speakers from 1he United
Women's Organisation in Cape
Town and the Women's Federation
in the Transvasl dscussed their
Organisanons

Sociologist, Jacky Cock, in a
paper on “Women amnd Mealth
cammenied on the Tact 1hai con-
truceplion and aborfion are with-
held by 2 male-dominated medical
profession in capilalisi counines
Thus, she sad, women have lost the
nEm o comrol Yhor owsn hodes

”urm! an evalualmin scssion of
the conference people el o had
been highly productive as s furum o
discuss winmen's itssues and bnng
together people imvolved in organis-
ing women o look &t problems and
new  honrons Tor South Alnca’s
WIOMIET.

Lone Lillian faces charges

AFTER SPENDING cght moniths
in custody. Lilhan Keagile was
reflusied bl by a2 Johanneshurg
i sl raie,

Lallian Keagile (24) was Jetmned
on Sovember 18 last year and held
under secunty  begislanon  belore
being charged. She malleged to huve
helonged 1o 4 hannod organsation
bt there are no details of the

charges,

Her delence in reguesting bail sand
il seemoed that the police would never
camplele their inveshigations. Bal
was opposed by the  Allormey-
Leencral im the imierests of Stae,
security and the mamntenance of kiw
uwnd order

Keagile's tral was remanded 1o
Augus 12



