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Key to student
strength is to
organise and
consolidate

ORGANISING and consolidating
the student movement » e main
task facwng Asmso in the coming
veur

This. was the hey message ol
speakers and delegates at the recent
Ao Az Stodents Organi-
sabwsn) congress in Hammanskraal,
Pretora, who saw the 195 theme
T ducatton Towards emoerac ™ as
a sehocle o rally actne student
sl pireart arid s Partiipainm

Fhe comgress, attended by onver
MHY  students  was  seen s oan
imponiant lindmark lor Azise as i
wis Ihe Jirst time represenlalng,
Irom esers  blach university amd
black students from  all liberal
campuses had aneoded an Asaso
I:l.l-ﬂ“"."ﬂ.

Speakers pinpoinied  repression
and reform as o means Lo curh
student activity amd Lo ercate an ill-
imlarmed and  co~opled  sudent
mass, Asaso saw this oy a major
challenge lacing students today and
one that could only he mel
grassrools organisation.

*For such organsation’, sawd one
speaker. "we don’t need powerlul

speakers as much as we need creative ©

OTEaNISCTS .

In his opening uddress. Aruso
president Joe Phaahla, re-clecied lor
a second term at the congress, said
repression and reform are corner-
stones of the state’s response 1o
democralic organisalions.

Relorm, he said, was an aticmpt
to divide the people by creating
forums lor collaborators within the
sAslCIm.

While this strutegy could easily be
seen an the Presidents Council and
local administration bodies, be said,
“whether to he pant of the oppressive
shslem or part of the uppressed
ity was also 8 major challenge
lacing bluck students 1oday,

"Because those ol us who reach
university are a selected lew out ol
ihe majonty, we become the natural
targets for the system’s methods ol
privilege and ideological control’, he
samd.

‘Money s poured into the uni-
versilies Lo make sure we come oul
helieving we are privileged. diflerem
from the rest ol our community and
are thus alienated from them.”

He said students must change all
privileges nto  instruments o
sirenpthen the struggle [or demo-
T ETS

In hiv wik on student involve-
ment.  [ormer  executive member
Aaron Motwaled) sauwdl  because
demands on students of the 50%s are
greater than eser belore, students
must organise around issucs thal
ellect them directly as well as nutside
LL1ITE

Motswaledi said the student ol the
KOs is diflferent from the student ol
the 70°s having gained direction
from learning and experience.

“Students have realised workers
and not themselves are the vanguard
ol the struggle and so they have
laken on a more supportive rale”. -

“Stronger links have also been
lorged with the communily as
students now sec that the education
struggle cannot be separated lrom
the broader struggle for change in
suCiciy',

He sawd this understanding and
the emphasis on mass based organi-
sation  and democratic  decision
l1'h'l|ull;! meuant studentls were now
voncerned with continuous involve-
mwent. oo longer conlining  ther
pooivities 1o hoveolls,

“The state has also had to lind newn
sarbeges Lo cone with e studenis
ol the B0, he said. *The Verwoerd
strategy thal hlacks he ‘kept Irom
the green pastures of the Europeans
where they are not allowed 1o grase’
has chanped.

*Hetorm has beconie a hevword in
todal strategy today’, he sl “amd
education is now the man relorm
Bl wrseced bon wconmtain stodent actin s,
Hetorm aims o bwild a strong
muddle class as o buller sone and o
divide the communuy”

He said relorm on unanensily
campuses goes hand n hand with
Ll YT TR 'Hcpruuiun LR L pe T
through acadenmic structures with
the university sdministration taking
aver the role of the securny police.”

Motswaled:  savd some ol the
lorms  this  Cscademic  termonsm’
lakes are:
®  Admin imposes SHO constitut-
s unacceptable o students
®  Stwdents are securcd lrom owut-
side contact. They  have o gt
permission o sell publications and
malerial and 10 bring oulside
speakers onto therr campus, This

vear, Avzaso presdent Joe Phaahla
was nol allowed 1o address students
8l Medunsa because it would not
henclit the students” and at Fort
Hare speakers are only permitied i
their “christian credentials can be
ientified’.

“We need creative organisers’
Asron Motswaledl

® Exams are scheduled for com-
memoration days s that it i
diflicult for students to ke part.

These restrictions and  intime-
datory mecthods allowed for the
creation of an ilinformed and co-
opted student body, he said. and this
was why students necded 1o organise
around these immediate issues.

Repors from the warious cam-
puses covered student strugghes over
the past year and showed that a
major issue lacing the students al the
hlack universitics of Meduma,
Spona., Terfloop and For Hare was
establishing  student slructures
which were both representative and
acceptable to students.

‘The ek of SRCs on these
campuses seriously effects student
urganisation’, said one speaker,

A Fort Hare representative sawd
during the recent boyeott there had
heen an urgent need for 8 SRO 1o
make commumcation beiwoen slu-
dents casier, Instead students had
had to rely onan inienm gommities
to il thas gap.

Other speakers atl the congress
included Paul [Davids of the Natal
Indian Congress and John Lasar,
president of the South African
Stodents Presa Union.

A resolution condemned  the
Swasiland land deal with South
Alrica and called on both govern-
ments to accede 1o the people’s right
to live in the land of their birth,

(Mher motions on  cducation,
women, ferved removals and gradu-
ation ceremonics were passed at the
CUNEress.,

Helen Joseph add

rrﬁnu-llnl afler her banning order expired

' ﬁ‘; !

L

Another banning ends for Helen

HELEN JOSEPH. Soumh Afnca’s
seleran ol resstance politics recent-
Iv completed o two year banming
oriler,

AL 77, the expirv ol her Latest
banming order [ollows & long line ol
detention.  triaks.  jatlings.  house
arrest and harassment spanning a
Yuarter of a century.

Helen Juseph has the dstinction
ul being the first person o be placed
under house arrest in South Alfcs.
Following her house arrest in
October 1962, she was lorced to lead
g solitary dusk 10 dawn exwience
and deprived of visits by (riends.

Even when she became critically
il with cancer n 1971, special
permission had 1o be oblained (o

Helen is garlanded st |.ennsia
prodest meeting

allow her 1o go 1o hospital for an
emergency operation,

Helen Joseph was involved in the
Congress ol Democrats and was

scurclary of the Federation of South
Alrican Women in the 1950°s. She
wias one ol the 156 people arrested
andd put on el few treason in 1957

However charges against her were
dropped and those charged were

weguitted alier a marathon {fal

S ha s also listed s hich means Uhat
she cannot be guoted nor can she
write artiches o1 publish.

A [rend of hers said: “Through all
these years Helen has retained her
firm convictions. spoken out when
she could and expressed her beliefin
the determination ol South Alnica’s
people 1o struggle lor a nun-racial
democratic country  where the
peophe will govern.”

Women come together at Wits

HELEN JOSEPH delivered her lirm
public address since her recent
unbanmng to & crowd of over thice
hundred at the Nusas Women's
Conlerence.

The lour-day confercnce, the first
ever of us kind. f(ocussed on
WOMER S OPPresson and Whels pasi-
tion and role in sociely.

The conference consisted ol Lalks
by academics, studenis and union-
isls:  discussion groups: movies;

workshops and videos.

One of the most uselul papers was
on the rolke of women in the
liberation struggles of China. Cuba,
Morambuwjue and Zimbabwe, The
paper highlighted some of the gains

und changes that have taken place in

socialist counirics as regards the
position of women. It also poimied
to a lack of advancement in certain
aspects of women's status in these
Countries.

Azaso launches committee
to focus on women

AN INTERIM committee 10 look
into women's oppression and the
possibility of forming an Avaso
Women's Movement was clected a1
the recent Aranian Students Organi-
sation Congress in Hammanskraal,

Following much discussion on
Organising women on campuses, the
congress passed a resolution 1o elect
the investigating commilleg,

A spokesperson [or the commitice
sad women face particularly harsh
lorms of oppression.

‘On a hroud level they share the
oppression of the community and
workers. but they are also oppressed
by the sexist attitudes of our society”.

“They are brought up to belicve
they arc inferior 1o men and must be
passive and subordinate themselves,

She suvd women also have little
begal protection, are a large pari of
the unemployed and have dilficuly
in lorming trade unions.

Hecause of these problems and the
resulting general lack of women
participating in organisations.,
Azaso students fell i1 necesan o
look it drawing campus women

INle &N organisation,

Fhe interim commitice s
objectives are Iwo-fold:
® Jo make women understand
how and why they have come into
the sttuation they lind themselves in.
“This can be achieved'. said the
spokesperson, il women forge links
with progressive women's
organmations and so continue the
struggle for the democratic rights of
women.”

® o help women deline issugs
that they should take up buth n
their organisations and in other
preas of the struggle.

One of the highlights of the
conlerence was an cvening dis-
cussion on “Organisimg Women in
the Trade Unions’. Francs Baard
and several other unionists spoke 1o
a packed lecture theatre on the triple
oppression of black working-class
women. 1L is dillicub w vrganise
women in unions, they sawd, because
ol tneir vppression both at work and
by their hushands a1 home.

A focus on women's organisation
in South Africa covered the De-
fiance and Anti-pass Campaigns,
and speakers from the United
Women's Organisation in Cape
Town and the Women's Federation
in the Transvaal docussed their
organisalions.

Sociologist, Jacky Cock, in a
paper on *Women and Health
commenied on the fact that con-
truception and abortion are with-
held by & male-dominated medical
profession in capialist countnics,
Thus, she said, women have lost the
right 1o control their own bod wes,

During an evaluaton sexsion ol
the conflerence people fehl it had
been highly productive asa furum 1o
discuss women's issues and bring
together people involved in organis-
ing women to look at problems and
new hornizons for South Alrnea's
women.

Lone Lillian faces charges

AFTER SPENDING eight months
in custody, Lillun Keagile was
reflused bail by a Johanncshurg
magislrate,

Lillian Keagile (24) was detsined
on Sovember 1K Last year and held
under secunty  legislation  helore
being charged. She s alleged vo have
helonged o a banned organmation
bt there are no detmls ol the

charges.

Her delence in reguesting bail sand
it seemed that the police would never
complete their investigations.  Bail
was opposed by (he Allormey-
Creneral in the imerests ol State,
security and the maintenance of law
wnd order

Keagde's tral was remanded 1o
Augus 12,



