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AI... 8or~j"e ~rnJ V~"lylS'~bb"T' ...i,h Mr Zhu !u nr~, Counci! M..mbto'orCA' U,
in ('oO! o ( ,he Gr..~, W~II or Ch;n~.

fas cinating Great Wall o f Ch ina.
Although the discu ssion s on poli­

tics aod economics within China as
well as within southe rn Africa
fo rmed the highlight 01 the visit. I
cannot help but mention the aston­
ish ingly wonderful Chinese cuisine
whi ch we enjoyed at lunches and
dinners given in our honour.

During our diKussions with poli­
t icians, ac ademics and profess ion­
als , we were surprised at the know­
ledge which they had of develop­
me nts with in South Africa. Th is
was particu la rly true of the Faculty
a nd stude nts o f the Beijing Un iver­
sity which we visited dur inl{ our
stay.

That visit took place two days
a fter 1 ()()() stu-
dents ma rc hed
through the streets
o f Be ijing voicing
their demands for
better study tao­
lities and condi­
tio ns! Noshotsor
tearsmoke were
fired . no head s
were bea ten in
and arrangements
weremadl'tohold
fu rther discus­
s io ns with the of­
fic ials conce rned.

Professor Xia
Jisheng. Director
o f the Inst itute of
AfrCJo-As ia n Stu­
dies. was our host;
he was partic u­
la rl y well info rm­
ed and his paper
o n the SouthAfri­
can const itut ion
could scarce ly be
fa ulted,

Bearing in mind
that Ch ina has
b~..,n a closed so-
c iety for so 10nlL

we were struck by the openness of
those with whom we had discus­
sions and th eir crit icism of their
p itst history itnd in pitrticul itr of the
Cu lluritl Revolu tio n, Clearly since
1979 China hits emba rked upon a

Con'inu...a on Nd ""11"

Drs. Slabbert
and Boraine

make historic
visit to

Beijing, China

ule of meetings, interv iews and d is­
c ussio ns, t ime was also made to see
some o f the wonde r 01the Forbid­
den City , the Imper ial Palace, the
SUmmef Pa lace and a visit to th e

t

•

IT is impossible to do justice in a
short art icle to .I he fee lings of
excuemenr. cUrl~i ty and won­

d er wbich gnpped Van Zyl Slabbert
an d I when we were inv i ted 10
visit Mainland China towards the
end of last year. A host of im"gO!!',
events and a fee ling of mystery
c rowded in as we made a w ry long
journey to Beij ing.

O Uf journey to Chinil actually
started in Dakar. It was there that
the Chinese a mbassado r wrote a
report 01 the con ference and men­
t ioned the work of IOASA. Thiswas
fo llowed up when I was in Zim­
babwe and called on the Chinl'Se
ambassador to tha t country. We
were the guests of the Chinese As­
sociation for Inter-
national Under-
standing. f rom the
moment t hey met
uS at th....irpo.-t
un til they saw us
off again 10 days
later, they di s­
played a warmth
and a generositv
whi ch exceeded
Ou r every ellpel:­

tat ion, To visit for
the Hrst t ime a
cocntrvwhich has
22,. of thewoeld's
popula tion a nd
has a civilisation
dating back thou­
sa nds of Ifl;'ars; to
visit a la nd o f vast
proport ions, in­
credi ble contrasts
a nd a n int rigu ing
diveoi ty of cu i­
t u n-s, si mp ly
blows the mind !

We were ex­
t remely fortunate
to have the ser­
vict'Sol Mr I. Ping
as o ur trans lator ;
o ver the hectic, crowded visit , he
became a warm friend .

Our visit was co nfined to BeijinK,
the cap ital of China, apart from a
two-day visit to Tian l in, becauseol
the shortness of our stay in tha t
country. Despite the heavy sc hed-
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of IPASA,. Dr A.
Ior~ne. ... lMwd
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_anti ttMility,
pe~"'co-iI­................
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This visit follO'M a briefe r o ne
made by Max Mamase to a similar
course a t Harvard in lune last 'I'l-"ar.
It is hoped tha t ether staff members
will have further opportunit ies
du ring 1968. As we develop these
ski lis, we willconsider "'"Y Sftiousll'
the possibility of cooduct inR work­
shops in d ifferent parts o f Sou th
Africa dea ling with oonllict resolu­
t ion and negotiatio n skills.

In contrast to the good nt"WS. the
d isappoint ing news was the !XlSt.
ponement of a visit by South Afti­
can student leaden to Zimbabwe.
T......-enty such leaden. lhe majority
of whom come from Afrikaans unt­
\'oersit ies. Wl"I"e due to M in l im­
babwe durin, January. With the
reshuff le of the cabinet in t h;1It
country". it was not possi ble few the
t rip to proceed and it tw had 10 be
postponed unlil Apr il 1968.

During february. we will be " ­
p lorin, the possibility of openinll
an IDASA office in Nat.lli. We h..­
had many req ...ests to do this but
we need to efl&a8E' in muc;h more
consultation befoee ptOCeediftll.

We hive a l§O dt!i::il:»d to streng'
t hen the IDASA off>Ce'S in the Trans­
"',),(11, both in Iohannesbura and in
Pretoria. Although up till now t l>e
offias .nd peI'SOf'I~ lhet'e~
t ried to respond to the many re­
q...ests and demands madeof tht.-m.
it has been impossible for them 10
take .advantage of the QPPOftun il;es
which have come IheirwlV. Durinll
f ebruary, we will have . high-level
workshop in the Trans\,OlIl which
wiube en eeded notonly bv DrVan
lyl Slabbeet, Way ne Mitchel l and
myself, but also our th~dirE'Cton

who are resident in the T"ns\,Ou l.
logether wilh CeorMe Peffer and
Braa m Viljoen.

Plans 10f 1968 are being f inali~

and present many el<Citing prospects
not only inside South Africa but
internationalll' as WC!U. InC'V;tab1l'
the ~nsion plans and develop­
ment ideas I have a lrcadl' referred
10 . plus the manl' workshoJ)s. sem­
inars and co nfe rences we have
planned, will onl l' take place if the
governmen t docs not take act ion
against IDASA. This Sword of Dam­
ocles co nt inues to be held over us
and with Parliament recon\,Ocning
in februa ry, we should have some
idea as to whether ()( no t our fund
ra isinMwill be affected or indet'd
the work of IDASA itself. In the
meant ime, we proceed and are
enormousll' encouraKed by the w0w­
ing response 10 the work in which
we are engaged.

"""" to repoe.
lion .... co option
and I tolaIty ruth­
lnliltitude tow'"
ditlent of .."Ilind.

The b-ni... of
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COl._ ........ __

SUrpftle, The Nlte
"- ..... rldelf'
for • 50nIlime IfW
It wiU brooIl _
~tOonfrom

orpniwtion$lfId
Individuals who
Mek an 1I~liw
10 mlnorUy ruJe
throuah ..:pulSion.
coen;ion "nd co­
optOon.

IDASA toms
mlny others In de­
pIori"l this _
round of bannlnp
but commltlltlflf
10 contlnH to
_k for.non­
raclal drmocrltk
future for III In our
-",.

Dr AL Botaine
b ecutive Director

/DAS.<
Lorn:fon, 24 Febru.ry

1987 ended on a verv exciting
note when we received an in..­
vitat io n from Ha rvard Univer­

~ity to send two members o f o ur
st aff to be part of a th ree-week
cocrse O<l " Conf tict Reso[ution~

d urinx Janual)' 1986. We had hoped
t hat Pro lack'M)Uld becoe ot those
a ttending, but u nfOftun,lIely h is
paupon application was tu rned
down. Thowbil Al bertus ofour West­
ern Cape office llOd Keith wewo s
of our Port Elizaboo-lh office left eany
in the " (OW year and wi l l share their
e>:pof'fit"nCe5 with us ov...- the f"IE'llt
f_~s .

STATlMENT ON
IANNINGOF
OI.GANlSATtoNS,
24 fEIRUARY 1988

The lute'. Action
.tp5nI1 lhe UDf
And I number 01
other OfJlflilltioftl
Ind eMIr Ie_,.. II
further niftnce of
lMIr lotll otll"'
l ion Ind determl­
utlon t~ all
powef Ind _ Inl­
llatlve mUll be _
"'lIrely held by Af~
~ uliOAIU_,
ndlKth_
_eumpleof.
._mnlltnl~

From
the

Executive
Director

tt II with shod Met
tn!p idation tNoI_
witneM the ...ic
anddrKOlI I..
me..-. IIM'tM
out to the Ie....
_ WOfbn reI.IlN
10 17 citJ ttor..
-rttte ........
IKNll the ",",
wftidllndude the
UDf, COSATU.
orsc and AZAff).

The rntriclions
whkh __

novneed by 1M
Minifler of~
-.I Order. Ml V10l
oq WedMSCby 24
FebnYry, Indeed
_rill wei dII, i.
South Africa', con­
Iftftporary history.
11 is indic"tive of
the aoYftnmenl',
intense preoc;cup*­
lion with 1lf4lClicat·
l", an orpniutkJM
opposed 10 Ih pol..
cia. The order can
only eucerbale ..
a1rudy ~tl&e
IitUAINtn. nlher
tta.n contribute to-



OIT is '0 nuwe jaar vi r lDASA
en ses maande nIi d ie sukses­
volle kru is!Oll na Senegal. 'n

Kruistogwal '0 nuwe era in die Suicl­
Afrikaanse politiek ingelui bet.

Ba ie mense, vera l in I'('ge-ri ngs·
kr inge. het gehoop dat Dakar 'n
eenmaltge llebeurtenis was wat
mettertyd in die vergetelheld sou
verdwyn. Die hoop hel h",lIe be­
skaam.

Presles waa. ;s op hierdiestad iurn
nag me duidel ik nte. maa r Septern­
be. vilnjilar sal dail' in ' 0 Afrika land
in samewerking met d ie Afrika
juri ste Vereniging '0 konferensie
gehou word met d ie titel: Demo­
krasie in Afrika.

Wayne Mitchell, Nessoeate Ko­
Ordineerder van IDASA, si'> dar vee­
dere besonderhede 00' hierd ie ken­
ferens ie oie nou al bekeed gernaak
kan weed nie. Soos o nde rhande­
linge vo rder sa l die publiek op
hoogte gehou word.

Die konferensie waaraan talle
Afrika-Iande sal deelneem is egter
net die spits van die ysberg W<ln ·

neer d it ko m by IDASA sebeplande
bedrywighede vir die jaar.

Wal buttelandse akstes d eur
IDASA betref saletlike groepeSuid­
Afrikaners limba~ deu r die loop
va n die jaar besoek. Oil' eerste
groep. lwintigstudente. sou lrouens
al verlede maand na Zimbabwe ge­
gaan het, maar di e besoek is uil­
geste l weens d ie kabinetshersko m­
meling in daerdie land. Hulle sal
nou op 'n la ter datum vert rek.
Ander belange grcepe wet li m­
babweook sal besoek, slult in sake­
manne, boere en akademici .

Oil' doel van hie rdie besoeke is
o m sa mesprekings te voer en met
top regeringsmense Ie gesels.

Oil' besoeke sal d ie grcepe in
staal sIl'l om 'n la nd Ie besigtigwal
in 'n burgeroorlog was en d it oor­
leef het. Votgens m nr. Mitche ll sa l
d ie groepe dan self kan oordeel wat
d ie beste is : gewelddadigeof vreed·
same oorgang va n een regerings­
vorm na 'n ander.

Wat nasionale binnelandse pro­
;e kle betref, wag daar 'n bail' besige
laa r vir IDASA.

Om Suid-Afrikaf>l' rs insal' Ie gee
in hoe 'n toeko mstige nie-apartheid
Suid-Afrika daa r gaan uitsien, word
'n belangri ke konferensie in Julie in
Kaapslad gehou. Top sprekers sa l
d ie konferros ie leien daar word ge­
hoop om 'n wye spekl ru m Suid­
Afrikaners soonloe Ie 10k.

"log 'n bel angrike nasionale kon­
ferensie wat gehou gaan word, sal
d ie SA Domestic WOfkers' Union

IDASA
beplan vir

die
toekoms

deur Ben Gerlen bach

Freelance
journalist

and associate
member 01

IDASA.

betrek. 10 ASA veer dal vroue 'n
bail' belangrike rol in die land se
nasionale lewe speer en dat dit tot
dusververwaarjoos is. Huisvroue en
hu iswenr.el"5 sa l di e sostale omstan­
dighede in die landbespreek. IDASA
sa l van sy kant a f bywoninll deur
huisvroue Ofganiseer.

OJ) hierd ie gebied word reeds
ba il' gedoen deur die r~1 van klein
werkswinkels reg deur d ie land.
Daarword gehoop dat 'n nasionale
we rkgewersvereniging u it hlerdte
kc nferensle sal ontstaan . Oit word
in Auguslus in Johannesburg gehou.

Grahamslad sal in Me i die gas­
heer wees vir 'n groot konferensie
met die litel Demokrasie in Onder­
wys. Oil' doel daa rmee sal wees om
swartes d ie geleenlheid Ie gee om
te ~ hoe hulle demoltrasie in onder·
wys sien,

In Kaapslad sal ool< 'n semiOilllr
aangf'bied word waar gewelddad ig­
heid leenoor nie-gewelddadigheid
bespreek sal word. Geweld in Suid­
Afrika moet stopgesi l word en die
publ iek moet d ie ge leenlhe id kry
o m Ie sien waar d il begin h.et.

IOASA se suksesvolle <lebat met
studenle aan d ie Universilei t va n
Sle lle nbosch verlede ;aar gaa n van·
jaar in Seplember opgevolg word
met 'n soorlgelyke debal in johan­
nes burg,

Volgens Wayne MilchI'll was d il
verslommend hoe regse studenle
se menings verander het nadat hulle
virdi e naweekop Stellenbosch met

swart en bruin studente gemeng
het. Sulke debatte kan "n aereetoe
insteUing word.

Oaa r wwd inderwaa rhe id op
streek- en plaaslike vla k ge reeld
kontak met die jeug (skoolkinders
en studenle) gehce. NaWl'ke word
gerrelwaarswart en blanke ki nders
me ng e n goei e vriendskappe oar
die kleurgre ns heen is al so op­
gebou . Onderwerpe wet by die
kampe aangeroerword is dinge sees
nasionaleeenheid en die geskiede­
nis van swart teenstand .

'n Ander bail' belangr ike kon­
ferenste wat in Augustus geho u
word, sal poog o m verskiUende be­
len gegroepe bveen te bl'ing,

"Oaar is verskeie groepe wat die
regering teenstaan maar ongeluk­
kig is d it 50 dar hulle mekaar nil'
vertrou nil' . Ons wil hu lle bveen­
bring o m 'n gesamentlike st rategie
uit te werk sodat daar nil' oorvleue­
ling p laasvind nil'. Oil' reg..ring is
besig met destabiltsasle en daar
moet 'n stralegie uitgewerk word
om di t teen te seaan," ~ Wayne
Mitche ll.

'n Naslonale konferensie, spesi­
f iek gemik oc die blan ke gemeen­
skap om die Freedom Charter te be­
sp reek. word oak beoog, " Ba il'
blankes bes kou d ie Charter as 'n
verbcde kommun istiese dokument
en d il is nil' een nil'," ~ Wayne
Mitchell.

Ook op kerklike gebied is daar
groot planne. Oaar is reeds greet
su ksesse behaal detlr swart en
b lanke prt"di kanle o nder li ng uil te
ruil vir diensle. Oit sa l uitgebr.. i
word. Ook gaan gepoog word om
predikante va n verskillende ke rke
bveen te krv o m d ie euwe l van
apartheid te besprl'Pk.

Volgens mnr. MilChI'll is lalle
blankes bang 00f wal op ekono­
miese gt"bied vir hulle wag io d ie
na-aparthe id era , 'n Seminaarword
d us ook beplan om d il Ie bespreek
en om die mense se vrese by te I~.

Seminare word ool< beplan vir
"d emo krasie in d ie wer kplek" .
Werkg~rs gesels tans net met d ie
arbeidsmall as daar deur un ies oor
d isputeonderhandel word, Om d ie
werklike probleme van diearbeids­
mag vas Ie ste!. moet werkgewers
met hulle saamsit om d il te be­
spreek. So kan ba il' vermag word.
H~l dit nil' alles insluil wal

IDASA vir die komende jaar beplan
nle, beh.oort bogenoemde 'n du ide­
Iike prentjie te gee va n die organisa­
s ie se bedrywighed... As slegs die
genoemde vermag kan word. is daar
reeds '0 reuse tree vooruit gegee.

)



Pre-conditions to Negotiation:
Is the Gap Closing?

•

O N Itwo ne of ~ another
~ of I';<arnl"fal pol i­
t ics. .. at.",,, ill the poIiliul

bal.an«>~~ not out of plan' . A
cu~~ imrT>l'd i.lt ely
~tri k~ one, thP mort!~ h.ti
deeoeoed. or ~ _ \IOOUld IvW'
it. ttIP mort" "$t.Jbi lrty hM bo.ooon reo­
stot>'Cf', I.... mort" ~dt-rnoc'at ic t.ill k~

as~ to dPmoc."lic proc"'l'~.
has inc",.....d . ThEo volume of defno.
(:riltic: rho.-toric tholt h.ti poll rl.'d forth
from govemrn..nt spoke1>mt"o is
o nly matched by the utent o f
COO'fCi~aClion lah' n by 1!lEo lot'Cur­
ity t"Sta hlish",,",,1 allilimt those .....no
have 10 par l i(ipa tf> in brin ging
a boot .. ,j,'In()(:'i1t ic n.d.-r. As Heu­
nts fl"p"at~od ly assuf~ us : never be­
fore in the hisln rv of th is count ry
has th...... Ix...n a Ilovwoment more
w illinjt to talk and nt>g<>tiilte t h,,"
1m. p.......nt one. This m<ly or may
not be so. W h.!l is indispu table is
that ........... bPI",.. in t he h istory of
this cou nlry heve more pecole beee
d~ined or jailed, by ItIE'sa~ KOV'"
ernlnl"nt. and without whom no
succe..sfu t talks or llt1tOtialion can
toil lr." plOKt'.

W ith in th is &t'ne<al climatE' of
""","";VO:' stabil i ty oiln ...tr..,..;!in;vy
illus;on o f nonn.alirv is brinll cu lli­
"';ltOO. Busi,,"s ItO" on as UWoII,
(SOITII' say Ih.lnks 10 Ih@ SW:e of
E..-gency); lhe newsp;tpo:ors are
del ive<ed ITIOA' Of lesson I,me (bu1
with less .-,0); lhe W;lr in AnKOl;l
has bec:oon... HOU' war'" in a quietly
nalu,al and lar__ay set'W", bul not
100 lar away 10 be a ft'<tile sourc... of
honoris cru~~ and pro-palria ...~tr...
...aRanzas ,

In polilics a mood o f cynical
res illnat io n so,. 'ms to p rPva il:
"Th ings may no! be good, bullhey
are better than tht"'; would be if
t hings wen,' d iU.., ,,n l" . And, of
COUl'W. Iht' tn-camesa l Partlement
bellins anol h" , s~sion, infusing its
a nnua l ritua list ic urllt-'llcy into pub­
lic a ffair) : Parlia m" nlary debat~,

vot..... columns and ...... i~ reessere
us tbat tbe do'mocratic t,ad itio n is
bt-'ing boeoueed in SOffit-' lorm, even
in the absence of any suDstan<:.... If
only the Slate could succeed in ee­
l inll a fl"W " be.avywei!thf', "creo-

DR f, VAN In SLABBERT
f emuollry 1988

DIRECTOR Of POLICY AN D
PLANNING - IDASA

ib'e~, ~good~ b1.cks 10 come and
sit on the Nat iorvl StatutOfY Coun­
ci l, the pictu~would be complete
and HI'NIfll'gOI ,atoonHcould beg,n.

Nol:h ing is IUrlhtor from the lruth.
As fa' as 1hE- pol il ics of fll'gOI iation
is concerned, ...". Ii...... in highlyab­
normal ci rcumSlanc:es and ...". are
nOl PveIl in t..... proper~i...
tion phast-' of politics Whal does
the pre-nt-'IIotialion phaW" enla in It
involVO'S both a mood a nd the prac­
tica l conditions nO-'CE'SSill)' for nego­
tiation and both are c10seiV r"latl'd
to o n... anoth..r. The mood muse
reflect a d isposit io n or atti tude
from a ll oa rues whic h reflects a
w i ll inlln~s to n"ll0tiate and to ac­
CE'J)t tbe It'lliti macy of the o thers as
p.lrtners in Ih" process. The pract i­
ca l conditions must a llow for pa r·
t i~ to orllanise f.....lv. sel"k man­
da tes and ,,1e<:11..adPr1lo repr~

t hose manddt.....

T~ S1ratt'1rr 01 IIw- !Mate seem!o

to be 10 k....p t..... lid on the pOI as
fa' as poli liu l opposi lion is con­
Ct'fned; concenl ' al", on soco-eco­
nomic M Offll in a numbet' of ca.....
fu lly wlectt'd bl.Jck communities;
Ilopoo f.. a dt1 o lOi ~l,ation effect 10
popula'ise lhe bl-'nt-'f'ls of MOffll
abovP I..... d'~anlall"S of ""'011
and tht-rl indlK'" "moderate", " i'f'­

sponsibl"," blad l"adt'fsh ip in to
un ilalerally created cc-cctoe con­
sti lu l ional struct urE'S a nd use a
mult iracia11lO"I'<nrnt'lll of nat iona l
u nity as a ....... icl" l<_ards a more
legitimale and dt-'mocratic form of
government, For Ih" Stat" , n<,got ia·
lion is nol abou t a new political
.vstem, but how to accommodate
b lack. into the pn-sent one without
losinll control.

Agains t Ih is st,awllY there is a
growing st,ato'lO' 01r<-'VOlt and ali.....
euon. Inc......inllly Ihe linebt'tween
participal ion and co llabo,ation is
bring blu rred, and set:uriry oKtion
is brinll poliliciserl The ideology
o f norHacialism i. a'oSOC iated wilh
a certoJin downal ic "",dusi...ism and
sl 'att'lliC infl",. ib ilily. More and
~ ...".find ou......VO'S in a stand­
off polariwd silual ion in which it is
as S1upid to conluW" the Stale's lack
of mor;lliegilimacywith ib inability
10 control, .as i~ is to conl UW' the
Stal""S ability to conl ,of with the
consenl of lhow whoa~ coerced.

II is a s,tuation ,iP'" lor ,acialoct­
bidding Th@surpnsing lhingislhal
1'-'"~ not beton more black
Eullt'f1't" TerreBla nc.....·s cominll 10
tbe lor" . Thto 10011:'" I~ de~lock

contin...... tbe ITIOA' likely their time
will come . M"'an whi l" all Ihis
~d(-'ffi{JCrat ic rht10ric H ina n inc:reas­
inglv undemocratic en...ironmenl i.
lI: i...inll: I~ polit ics o f Ilf'llOliation a
bad name. Tho",' of uSwho la ke it
ser iously mllsl ,edouble our efforts
10enCOU' all" a mood conducive to
neaoueucre and 10 bring aboUI
pressur", to ..,;tablish the practi cal
cOfld it io ns which can make 0"llD­
liat io", possible , One way 01doing
so is 10 "'l<pOSt' t~ fa llacy at every
opportunity Ihal this g"""mmenl
is ...~y and willing 10 oegoriale
u nder tbe pr......"t c ircurm.tanc~.



THE~ympos;um wilsconvened
by EOICESA between 7and 11
Oecem be-r 1987. This meeting

was addressed by a nu mber of
speakers both fro m South Africa
end from other African states, The
opening address was made by the
then President Canaan a iln"na .

He said South Africa's pol itical
d ilemma has got 10 be resolved in
order to secure peace a nd justice in
southern Africa. He ~id destebih­
sation is an effort 10 force the Afri­
ca n states !O succumb 10 Pretcna.
Therefore it is the duty of this region
to co-ord inate its means and fight
this monste r. He said the Church
should be persuaded to see the
harsh real rnesof the political situa­
tion in South Africa.

This can be done by EDICESA
through documentation of informa­
t ion. This re levant info rmat io n
should be disseminated to all
to enable them to take a posi tion.
The Church should be takinga lead­
Ing deencctanc position in this fight
fo r peace a nd justice. The media
shou ld reflect the curre nt situation
and people's position as it is o btain­
ing in South Africa .

He said Na zism was destroyed in
Germany, colonialism wasdest roy­
ed in South Africa and aparthe id
has to go in South Africa and
Namibia. He said he d0e5n"t see
a nything standing in lront of this
political sea. The nat ional de mo­
crat ic struggle has got to achieve
national de mocracy and pol itical
rights a nd imple me nt a system 01
their choice. He said non-violen t
a nd violen t means have been
e mployed in order to secure free­
dom.
a..lTflll RKisl;lIM:e :
The na tional democrat ic struggle
has managed to inspire the world
about the current situat ion in South
Africa. Apiutheid has got to be
isolated. It was said that sanc tions
are like antibiotics. Whe n treati ng
a d isease with a ntibiot ics you have
got 10 give sufficie nt doses; if you
give insufficien t doses the disease
will dl'wlop resistance and it will
be difficult to cure the condition.

Therefore if sanctions are im­
posed, there should be a to talagree­
ment and commitme nt to this
ar rangement a nd then sa nc tions

by Mr M.nwe ll
Mama""

Mr M~.well

M dmd<e,
Co-dire<:tor

dr"" '~
u,,= Up<
rellion.

willwork. If tough measures are not
being ta ken by all countrie s, the
Impact will not be the expected
o ne. It was mentioned that apart­
heid was co ined by Verwoerd but
started by Jan van Riebeeck in 1652
when he c hased away the Khoisan
people in the Western Cape.

The involvement of the Church
in the quest for liberation is vital
and it sho uld seostuse its members
through consciennsano n and ex­
posure to the harsh realit ies o f our
s ituat ion. The Cherch should open­
ly c ha ll en ge the state as regards all
its atrocious activi ties. People in
the church have to understand that
rac ism is evil.

Al ienat ion of und:
The myth that whi tes were the first
people in South Africa should be
d ismissed wit h the co ntempt it
deserves . The so called "Black"
people became nomadics in the
country o f the ir bi rth because o f
the alienation of land . It was re­
ported that when Afrikaners were
fighting co lonia lists between 1699
and 1902, they asked "Blacks" to
assist them against the British impe­
rtahsts. Now the time has come for
the "Blac ks" to ask Afrikaners to
su pport th em in e ra d icat ing the
apartheid system. They are vtrtuallv
dedining to do so and instead COrl-

t inue to main tain the syste m
through dogs and dockets, bullets
and bato ns, detentions and death.

Victims ;1$ In5t",momts of Oppres­
sion:
The State has not given up using
people as protectors o f the svstern.
This is done in many subtle and
sophisticated ways. The State of
Emergency has brought about the
Kltskonstabels as a means o f main­
taining law and order. The clear
interpretation of thise~ercise is no­
thing more than the maintenance
of lawlessness and disorder, but this
situation has the blessi ng of the
a utho rit ies.

It was asked , "wha t is happening
to vigilan te s tha t are ma iming
people!" In POri Elizabeth some
have been jailed , but the rest are
movin g about a s innocent people.
The State is man ip ulat ing people
lor its own e nds, bu t this process
ca n never Ilea deterrent lo the non­
racial cause of true democracy .

The confe rence e nd ed with a
declaration which ernpbaslsed three
major points related to the media:

The Church should make its
political sta nce known.
The media sho uld report objec­
tively.
The outside world shou ld be
informed o f all events in South
Africa.
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THE)ludPn, CoJmp m.lll"ri"lisoed
..III"< mon,,"of ~,nltSwith
school pup,l) from ahoul ,...,

while K h<x>lS in , .... p..., inwl.il . We
had pldnflt'd /Of apJ>fmim.atdy flO
p.ortic: ip.mh who had u >nfi •..-l
tl>of.;, p.lf1ic ip.ot ion unli l t\oOO d.Jys
bt-iore Ihfo f'\'ffil . 11o..n- only 35
in lot"I.1I1'f1do.od Th~ probably
d~lo l~pll(;h of I~progr....me.
.s .......... to P<l""",,l ~ure

In aw"Y. ,t w•• p>d th.Jtonlv]5
Pilrticip.tlf'd . ." &0 m ight h.Jw. been
a bit un""'.....Ke..b1p. As .. ,",-,It_
wKP ..bl", to Kt"I t hrough the pro­
Il."m""" qUlle ",.-I I. Notw" ...., ..nd­
inK tht' ··ov....< ..' .... inlt· . _ halle
I""ml , .dlher pl.._ndv. ",h"t lhe
idwl numbtor of p.lrt icipdnlS should
be at d C.lfllp 0 / th is nalur.. !

Theump ........ I1. .... ' success for
m.." y ' t'd',On) , fiAt lv. lhow who
P<lrlicip.ltt'll Wi.... . inn.... and really
wanl~od to t... th .> ,t' : eecondlv. t he
amee ded p'OlllanHl,t' cunt""1 was
inte,,,,,' inll; th ird ly, th .. speilke•• we
hild Wi"'" ,'.u ·II" " t ..nd . ince<e as
",,,,II , dill! Id.llv. th.. camp was Wf."11

Sf"""'" Camp
AnoIIM¥ of ,hco ."...oJt ..... Or. I~.n Tom.

/mf'tliul dodor _ C,.,...,o.odo,.

•

New ground
broken with
High School

Student Camp
BY THAABlT AlB(RTUS

(R"'lllOOal DrrKIIX
WESTER/I, CAPEl

OAll:'" o.t;_a- 198'
V(NUl: SI"II.....boKh
NO. Of 'ARTtCl'ANTS: as

"Kdni~ and ttlt' <:alerin\l.- which
wa~ done by Naz1i and her motber.
was ....cellesu.

Alllht' parl icipants _ inc lud inll
Ihe loP"'a l .....~ _ w"'e Ihrilled wil h
the cemp. T ht' wo~1 co mment that
aovof th.. ' IM·"l . .., matlewa, ",,",,c ,.l­
1,.01"', It wa s CORlno" nly " ccepted
that this tvpeof camp serves a vital
ro l.. in " bridllio ll t h.. KitP" at school
1t'Vt'L I! is also a plt'ilSiol! as Wt'll a~

Wudo-nl C. mp
0 ,... ai lfit' ."....~ <'f'>. "I t "I•• Ju P, ....z

(Jout,..li>lj,

r......u d in. mMhod 0 1 l"du<:a l ing""",-
N"'llaliv" ,,,",,,rk~ '""" I bul

fairly imporUnt , Sonw of I neg,J-

Iivt> rfllloolfl~ ,, : It-" wa~ insuf-
ficient k.SUft' Ii whic:h"~"'l00

un<:o-ord in.lI00d. and ..ome of I.....
lopin wt'ft' " 100 poli li cal" ' (for
..ome of l he-p.arenl~l . In 1..... lignl of
I ..... vt"OY ~'hv" l....dbacl tbe
1'l"'llol1' vE' a\Pl"C1 ~ appt'.-l"d 10 Mv..
Iittle .. no " UK !. bul nft'd 10 be
bceee in mind

T..... loP"'a .....onwho attended w.....,, :
Or Ivan Torm - f CC & SActA
Moula n.a Far'"-'r:l h ....d _ Call of
Illam & UDF
M.... du P z _ lournal;~1

Wavf1<" M'lc 1I _ IOA5A .
Or Ivan Tono~ broughl along two

v;~;l inll mt'll,cal d"<:I~ frum france
who w,,,e .'~trPffit"ly plea~ed wi th
Ihe camp a nd t heir ..~pt'r i e nces
there . Mo uldna fa,i,od acc''Pt,od OUr
"'Qu" '1 lu wril" a IX'nona l reporl
o n the <:aRlP "s ao "outsider' and
we have et...."",.. in d lar;nll his p..r­
scecnw which is prinlro on page 7.

OiK U' <-io<l



SIOKknl C.mp
GT<>tJp e.-l~br.,ing w'lI> ll>~ "loj. lui".

Sl......I C.mp
_liotl will> " Pro" J.•d of lIMY< 0<1/.-11 (",~,..a on eN;T}.

!iooow I......."" _ 10,",,-
Hoi"'" c_H Hld b,
f . ,O«/ h_l . N~kJI>J Co­
otrJ",o6lot. C.IIoi 1.Lim ~..JIoint
~. Wotld ConI~~~ oI

b h,.". ond ~K~ (WeftI').
..../'ior..

HirII if\Jl bo.oton ... c...f~ ...
th,.... c...Ii~" in counlries ;..
diW'fW ~ lI..n ..00 hAI.."i.. in
~~ d.a~ .and ..ftto' ~IV-fou,
houn in t"" Ioun... of lhe N..i,obi
Ai'JlOfl I ~ in no mood for YE1
.. nother i.... ("Yi"n thouKh it .....~
,e-It"m'd 10 as .. w.....-rk..oo"'. I had
prom;,.,.d Th.lab;t AIbl'ftusoi IDASA
,h.., I would be Iht.-t-e ..00 mosl
, ...t utu nll... fflduft"d 1hE- "Ihl houn
ordNlo1 ""'inl on ~..nd-bv at Jan
Smul. _Lall' SMurda... fou OO ffII' al
K...k...n-di.....POl . a IoOn-"at derelict
fa, mhou'" on Ihe out ,k ilts of
SIelienhosr.:h_

Th, ' ,e we,., abou t Iwenly·fi"e
you nl people watchinll a bit of
..P<-'<>p l..·• dr ama" or " ,e le"a m
thl-al....". Thl""......."."j 10 be ,"'a",d
_ which in tbe COOtl'~t of a ll lhe
division. in OUI laod i••lillht ly un­
u....al a. lnev~ from "alioo.
cullu ,al aod .ac ia! b.ackwounr:!._

I -.ndoofO'd alx>ut lhe usefu lnes.
of lhesoo t....1JX>fMY I.""" r.:isfo!; in illtto'"
lac~1 cont«t ..od _ arouod lOa
bunch of .-.con/orm,~s silt'"l
out splendidly inr:!iffto'....1 10
tbe ""*ul pooriornwncer. of the
w~· ,itts· . Thev~fiIlkiAI
..bout "the support tlWiI Kennedv
~ bo.oton ae«ina from the Russi.lns
and how they «tually .......1R........
10 ~and for _ ..... lerm"' II ;os

my fi"'t involVPmellt wilh hillh
school pupil...ft.., t he Nalional
YouthAction~and I ...... amazed
..I the 1l"tl'f'Stion tlwl h.1d lak....
plece ..monlSl pupils in ee whit..
communit ... , (ith... this. 01 t hey
...e .... di.pl..yina .. polilic.al pro­
foundner.~ Ihot .....s ...ay beyond- ,

1 enjoyed il. It ...as .. .......kend I
...... . id 10 dNlh of coofe,l'fKer.
and hl-r.. I...a. ...ilh ordi"ary Pt'OPle
...1>0 had ordinary prejudices. Th.......
was an innocence about thl'm Ihal
_ in Soulh /\I,i ca _ Can bedeadly_
Th.. bl.ac k. p' on Ihe othe,
hand.~re c1 ,I AliI" ~ in Ihe

C"",;nVf'd 0<1 ,..g~ I
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New ground
broken with
High School

Student Camp
C"milluf'u from ~I!W 7

game of communicat ion and poli ­
t ies. Th~'Y were gred uates of '85 and
thevclearlv rehshed being"' e5OU rce
people". l wat ched how Ihey con­
fron ted ....ch other - always gently
- and how t hey often spoke past
....ell atht-Of but w mehow managed
to remain in touch . They were
communicat ing!

Th""e we«' talh about the media.
economic syste ms, nationa l dellJ()­
ctacv. conscription and on breaking
walls_People enjoyed it. t hey alloO
loved th.. food , but a bove a ll,
people enjoyed the toget herness
They raved "bout it a"d a number
of them kept on murmuring about
how sad they were that thi s One Of

that one could not make it to be
present.

Jeremy part icularly to uc hed me.
His narrow eyes a nd his infec tious
hu mour made me scream, "Ek isdie
vriendelike- 0001 van IDASA" he
said as he- mockingly st retch<-od his
hands by way of introduc tion.
There was some-thing profound in
this bit of witt ic ism as he- mocked
the- imalle-of IDASA in some circles ,
This f i fteen-year~ld ce-rtainly hitd
a lot of insight. I too had bee-n
both ered a bout the Siabbem and
th e- Boraines entering the aren a 01
" t he stru ggfe". Yet, th is VNy
encounte-r was a re-sult of that
en trance.

The debate arO<Jnd PMG (Pupils'
Awa re-ness and Act ion Croup) and
t he response of the IDASA co-­
ordinators was extremely inte-re-st ­
ing. They insisted that the-re is no
sco pe- for IDASA catertng for a
pe-rma ne-nt high sc hool's structur...
and that pupils intending to carry
things fur ther should join PAAC or
W ECSCO, and th at the ir task waSlo

faci litate discussion rat he-r th an
create structures . Some of the white
pupils present were keen on start­
ing the-ir own little th ing but found
no takers amon jt the IDASA or gan­
ise rs,

On a pt>rsonal leve-l I had. in pre­
vious nll"elinlt§with IDASA officials.
worked through the- issue- o f "e n­
croachment" and was pleased to
see some- 01 those- views re-atfumed
he re. Howev<-'I' , far more interesting
than all o f this was what happened
a lew days ago - some six wet'h
after that weeken d. Icalled Graham
and Ieremv to c hat about the pcss­
ihility of go ing up the mountain I
had met those two white pupils at
" the weekend '" and fou nd them
interesting e nough for me- to go up
the moun ta in with them, Whe n I
phoned Graha m, a black man
a nswered , Graham lat e-r told me
that it was a friend of h is Iro m the
township, 'W as he o ne of the- RUYs
at the wt"f'kendl" '(es. he was,

Perhaps Ihis is what lacili ta tinR
is all about .

•
Stuc/f,nl C. mp

Di,e" "ion group in progre.., wi'" Wayne M il che/! 0 / IDASA in C{'n/ ' " b.!ckllrounu ,
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BORDER REGION
Democracy in Business:
Is it Viable?

IDASA PE

HARVARD Univefsi ty in Bos­
ton, USA _ known world­
wide for its huma.. r;ghts pro­

gram me _ runs a school for nego­
t iat ion skills whic h was attended
by IDASA d irectors Tllaabit Alber­
Ius e nd Keith wetteus in January
1988. Keith Watttu5reports on how
the principles learned there might
be applied to the South African
sil uilt ion.

Roger Fisher, who leads the
co urse. stresses ill all t imes that
negot iation should be principled
and he approaches this subject in
the light of the seven principles he
regards as most importa nt.
1. AIt......tl_ , Before we begin

negotiat ing we shou ld know
what o ur best alternat ive is
should the negotiat ions not end
in agreement.
If we can improve that "best
altematiw" then our negotiat­
ing posit io n is strengthened .
likewise we should koow whill
the other P<'rty's best a lternative
10 a negot iated agreement isand
we should attempt (legit imate ly)
to worsen it. A good outcome to
negotiations will be reached il
the negotiated agreement is bet­
ter than our best alternat ive.

2. lnterftts: Wt1e n we arequite cer­
ta in we know, conc isely, what
our interests are then we should
attempt to determine what the
other party's interests are.
What is their cho ice as they cur­
rentlv perce ive it to ber Having
thus determi ned their interests
we must set about placing ans­
wers o n the table and not prob­
lems. Agood outcome is reac hed
where our interests are we ll sat is­
fied and the other party's inter­
ests are acceptably ('fIo()l;gh sal is­
fied 10 en sure that the agree­
ment is durable .

3 Oplions: Are we sure that we
have looked at all possible o p­
t ions or cou ld we invent more
possible agreementsf Good oo­
nons will be good lor both par­
ties althoogh we can try to change
their currently perce ived c boice.
Lei the olher party see that we
are trying to invent options and

a re not simp ly dec iding upon
the m. II an ele ga nt, no-wast e
solution is to be fou nd, nwill be
found among the be'l of many
optiOflS.

4 . le,ilimx l' : The crite ri a we are
using in n..gotieticns need to be
object ive and should be crileria
that will appeal to the other
party. And let 's not fo rget all
otherextraneous parties that are
affected by the agreement! Be­
ca use a good o utcome must be
legitimate Ior a ll - no o ne mUSI
be left leeling "take n'" whef1 the
agreement is s igned.

5. Commillnef1b : As a next ste p we
need to explore what realistic
and credible commilmerlts can
be offered by ourselves and the
othe r p.1rty. We have to be sure
that we are putting a "yesable"
proposition before the other
pertv - noth ing is acbjeved by
altogether un real istic expecta­
tions. Are the ccrnmumenes
prone to be complied with or
pro ne to be d isregarded r Com­
mitments in a good outcome
must therefore be well planned,
rea listic a nd oce-euoner.

6. Communicat ion: for the nego­
tiat io n process to be efficient

"M ANAGEMENT and
the un ions have
co mmitted fraud

against the worker.H "Free e r aee­
prise st inks." "tnetfect jve un ions
are nothing for the developmef1t of
the consciousness 01 the people."
Albert Koopman had the floor a ll
right - and the business co m­
munity took it in its str ide.

In fact, an oUblanding fe ature of
the lorum Ofl "Dereccrecv in Bust­
ness f" bested by the Border branch
in Ja nua ry was th.. part icipa nts'
willingness to ltsten desp ite t he
diversity o f viewpoints expressed
in the discussion . At least one busi·
nessman in the a ud ie nce indicaled
to the gathering that hewould give
serious conside ratio n to imple-

there must be effe ct ive com­
mc ntcancn. And lor there to be
effect ive communica tion th e
other pertv must see that we are
listening to Ihem and must know
whether we a re open to persua­
sion or not .

7. Relallonship: Ttl e negottatton
process must help bu ildt .... kind
of relations"ip we wa nt with the
othe rparty. Is there anvthingwe
ca n do to improve the inler.
action! The relationship can be
improved by being more coo­
cerned about and softer o n the
people whi le at t"e same time
being more vigorous a bout and
harder on, the problem. Always
remember to consult before
dec iding.

Do the above princip les appea r
too lofty 10 be app lied to the South
Africarl situat ionl Or do they mere­
ly indicate how terribly detrctent
negotiating skills are In th is coun­
'~ I

Negotiation a nd conflict reso lu­
t ion need to happen o n a number
of d ifferent leve ls. IDM A is con­
s idering hold irlg workshops o n
negottanon skills and information
regard ing these will be made ava il·
able in due course.

me nl ing Mr Koopman 's part ici­
pative manage ment principles in
h is co mpa ny.

The Border eeee is t 'adit ionall y
ec nserveuve SO the good attend­
ance at a meet ing, where busroess
was criticised by trade union repre­
se ntat ives and speakers fro m their
own tan ks. was ef1coulagins· Trade
unions also commef1ted that they
we'e pleasantly su rprised by the
interest shown in the topic by white
bu sinessmen, and they we lcomed
Ihe opportunity lo r open exchange
created by the fo rum.

The National Co-ordinator of the
South African Domest ic Workers'
Union. Geoff wabena. told the

ConlinUM on lUge 10

9



NEWS FROM THE REGIONS
,

BORDER REGION
C....,inuftllrom ,..~ ,

meding lhal democr~w~ non­
exi~enl in I~ worl<p~: work....,;
were oeittwr inlotlTll'd norconsult­
ed .oout 1M aener~ ~lth ~....."
of tho!~nies t lwoy 1oOO'k Iot_
"But __ a~ loid whm profits go
down and tMe is a nt'I:'d to re­
Irench .....otUn, This is thPon/y lime
_ a~ tffid , ~ w id Mr Wa bena .
WiJ'(fle Munro. tM Penonnel Di"",,­
I..... o f IohI1loOll and johnloOll. 00f" o f
the big employen in the legion,
Ulged buiillt'Ss involvt.'lTlenl in
" 'forms at the Rwl;:IO, community
and COlporale levels to plO\It' to
lJOV"'rn..-.t tholt power-sharing was
nOl such an~ prospect .

Mr Koopman said blecks would
o nly llain access to political power
o nce they had economic powel,
and he recommended act ion
throullh partici p.1ti~ "",nagernenl
which, he u id, had the potential to
Hberate the woO. ""hic a nd It''Ol'''ale
_alth in the country. Trade union
representat ives pressed Mt Knoop.
ma n for a pol itic.al w1uhon. saying
lhat reform at the-..orkplaet' alooe
would not produce a swift tranii­
tion to a just soc iety. Mr Koopman
intimated that he kad lin le faith in
pol itiUl solutions - -pol itia per­
petuate the crime of conflict in tbe
int~ of powrr" _ and said it
would be~ to Ih ink there-..ould
be a qu ick transfer of power in the
country. By introducing his branch
of democr~ in busine'Ss he hoped
to make a contribution which
would INIke a signilic.ant impact
on thequality of lifeof the 1oOO'kers.
and strenglhen the economy artbe
ume t ime.

The Sordef ~ionplans to exteed
this debale in a workshop in May
when __ hope to bring together
indust rialists and trade union ists 10
thrash o ut issues in a non< o n­
frontat ional f'I1 vironrnent.

Video Festival
draws

poslllve response
The Border If'gion 's "polil iu l"
video festival earty in lanuary~
with a fair response , Thefilms wefe

to

screened during the fint working
~ of the 'tNr and a totaol auend­
anee of a bout &00 was ..:...ooded

W e showed 12 dl Herflll films.
most of!hem portr"';,. the lavages
of ap,arthrid from a human interest
point o f vi ew. The li lms wh ich
auraeted It>. most inll"fest wefe
both m.tde by the BBC's Educa­
tional Service, Cha noel four: the
hard-h iUing Witness 10 Aparthfoid
which d_ "s o n viol ence and
repression. and Da vid GoIdbiarl in
a /ad and While which gives the
pholographer's P'"ceptions 01 the
soci ""y we live in.

The la tt er lilm was sc n'e ne<;!
allain at a discussion f"VI'fling later
in th.. monlh . Wh iteguil! surfaced
as an nsue with several people in
tbe aud ie nce saying that they have
a sense of ro- .esponsibility for the
i niu~tkes perpe trated by the eo­
vernment. A black penon in the
a ud ience said in response Ihat
whitesasa group "'fte not perceived
as the """"'" ~ it was ac:c::eptf'd
lhat not all of them support the
CUlfmt s~tem of lIOW'"'menI in
tbe (DUntry. It was su&&t'Sted!hat
whiles should aa roIlm ive!y to
demonstrate their opposit ion to the
s~tem_

Ronel Scheff....
Rf!Jlionai CO'OIdina lOl'

Northern
Transvaal

T
RANSVAAL is wrd . Rooldonl
Preroria IS daal versl<i l1ende
swart dorPSlll"biede a'lOOk 'n

aa ntal lu islande. tDASA her in
h i....d ie gebied sy debuut g.........k
noord-oos van Pretoria in diestedl"­
like en semi-sledeh ke gebsed van
KwaNdebfo le . Oit wa~ d ie kris is­
gebred van die atgelcpe twee jaar
en ons bet rokkenheid dadf was voo r
die hand lillllend Nov open IDASA
sy nette wv" en SOl'k kontek in
a ndel" m...... s.pesifi el<~tedeli ke ge-
b iede . Oil" ste keus<' he! op
Mamelodi g l. Die a fgefope
maand is lIevesti~e OIl1o'niu~;es

idenl ifi....... en soYl"f moonllik ont-

moet. Onder hulle d~ P.""oriase
Raad van K" ke. Koinonia. Af RICA
(Associal ion for Real Inter-racial
Cont<Kt .nd AIl,.nce). RESA en
alfiliaslt'S va n COSATU en UOF.
s...ne.prel<ings het hooIsaakl ik Ill"­
gaan oar d ie kontak en"'e~ydse
beluip en oar doe mf't'f SJ)l"Sifieke
rof vOJn IOASA in die gebied.

TRADtStONEll U IUS
Die s.arnesptel<.inp met tfadisiooele
lei....,; he! vOJl'lWt'fo d ,e fett dat bail"
van hitord ,e I~ voortvlugtend is
en se(k met hulle '-'-'os bedreig
word e n sammiges met bep;salde
beperkings onder d ie noodmaat­
.~Is aan band<:' gel'! is. sladig
gega.an. OnlmoetinllS is rnl"esaJ in
1'1011"1'" en by 'n swart prokureurs­
f irma lll"'l'f'I Wadr d it hoolsaakJik
nor d ie oodersll'unende rolgegaan
het wat IOASA kon spec! 01 d eur
ander OIganisasies kon reel.

Ons is bail' br'mo:Jedill deur d ie
o penhartige houding van baie orga­
nisasies wat rl't'ds in die veld is en
d ie weg is berei vir begri p en goe;e
v....,;tandhoudings in die rcekcms.
Ons ervaar ~teeds hartl ike same­
werking van aevest igde inste llings
SOO!o die '1.f'IIal Resources CentI'l'H.
d ie "Prl'toria Inil ialive 101 gecoe­
d hat;onH• HLawy....,; 101 Huma n
Rights" ens ,

a,um ViliOM
Rf!Jl~1 Vi"""I.....

Township Tour­
Sowelll

SquaUer Camps

O N HI )a.nuary, 15 people
~ taken to the squatter
camps in Sowe1:a. The fint

ump we viiiit'd is situated bet:"ClII

Na ledi and Tladi lownships, and
Mosherlg""ille squaller camp, r>ear
Mafolo township was OUf I'K">rt stop.
As usua l. 11'11" r..actio n fro m the
visiton varied from pity to criticism,
The ... were those who Ielt thaI the
squallers need to take some 01 the
blame lor the condi tiOllS that thev
l ind th..mselves in, but at the end
01 the day. everybody agreed that
the blame lies squarely ,11 the doors
of t .... aut horities and the system
t l>ey maintain.

Ceorlll" Peller
Rf'IIionalDirectOl



RECENTLY members of IDASA
staff. aswell as people at tend­
ing IDASAprojects have been

harassed, deta ined an d beaten.
Regional Co-ordinator Mr Moode

M lang<l o f IDA$A's Eastern Cape
office was detained o n 9 December
1987 under emergency regulations.
To date Mr MI,,"&<, hilS not been
charged or brought before the court
of law as would be expected in ,my
country which d ilims to be demo­
c rane. IDA$A has sought counsel
for Mr Mtanga in an attempt to
secure his release. Mr "'llanga, a
we ll·known poli tical dod trade
union figure in the Eastern Cilpe is a
member of the exe<utive of the Po rt
Elizabeth Youth Con gress as well as
being chairman of the Eastern Ca pe
Youth Congress a t the time of his
dete ntion. Mr Mtanga, a devoted
Christi.ln, has espoused the concept
of noll-racialism in working towa rds
a democrat ic future for South
A/ric,,_

The arrest 01Mr Mtanga follows
the brutal murderof Mr Eric Mtonga
IDASA reg ional di rector for the
Border region, whose body wa s
found dumped in the Clskei near
King Willia m's Town du ring 1987.
To date no arrests have been made
a nd efforts to bring the murderers
to t rial have been superfic ial wi th
no ne of Mr Mtonga's colleagues in
the East London office even havi ng
been quest ioned about Mr Mtanga's
movements on the day of his
murder .

During Janua ry two pup ils, Son­
wa bo Madikane and Mandla Mal­
gas, were returning home fro m a
lecture sess ion in Cape Town on
de mocracy when they were a rrest­
ed by police and assaulted because
theywereca"Ying IDASA hteretu re.
The literature which they were carry­
ing is freely available 10 the public
a nd the meetings a re open; in fact
a ll members of the security com­
m unity have a mple opportun ity to
attend lecture sessions based on
de mocratic ideal s a nd deba tes. At
the Nyanga police stat ion they were
subjected to electric shocks before
being released without any cha rges
tJ.e.en laid,

A Ke nilworth doctor, who con­
firmed having examined them the
fo llowing day, reported that all

Mr Mandl" Mranga
- currenr/y in
derention.

muscles o f both, especia lly their
a rms, we re tende r to to uch and
p ressure wh ile the ir wr ists were
light ly grazed and swollen. Mr Mal­
gas had a bruise a nd swelling on h is
right jaw, while Mr Madikane had a
bruise on his le ft chest, two ribs
tende r to pressure a nd a sma ll bu rn
o n the surface o f his right litt le
f inger.

The three t ragic incidents as ou t­
lined above must be seen in the
co ntext of IDASA being exposed to
a campaign o f d isinformation and
regular security pol ice harassment.
Members of staff are per iodically
being contacted by security police
who request to meet with them
u nde r dubious c ircu mstances , To
da te such req uests have been mel
with the re sponse that IDASA is an
abo'.wo!-board organ isat ion and that
if the securi ty e stab lishment re­
q u ires any info rma tion rega rding
the work of IDASA it ca n approach
me mbers of staff o penly to d isc uss
a ny proble m whic h it might like to
raise .

One must assu me that there is a
we ll co-ordinated campai gn agai nst
lDASA and its staff d lW to its suc­
cess in exposing Sou th Africa ns to
the concept o f a non-racial demo­
c ra<:y as opposed to totalitaeianism.
Nevertheless, despite these set-backs
those involved in working towa rd s
democracy in South Africa have no
c ho ice but to soldier on towards
what they believe is just .

IDASA
OCCASIONAL
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st rated by thei r interest in vi§i t ing
South Africa (whe ther we will be
a ble to persuade our own authon­
l ies to allow thi s is unli kely) and
t heir keenness to esta blish links
between Beijing Unilli' rsity and un i·
versiti es in South Africa,

The Chirte!.e Association for Inter­
national Understa nding has also
requested IDASA to arrange, if <It
a ll possible, a further visit to China
du ring 1988 together with a repre­
sentat ive team of South Africans.
We will certainly do evervtbing we
c an 10 make this possible because
we would love other South Africans,
both BI<lc k and Whi le, to be
e xposed to the qu ite f<l5Cinating
experiences which were o urs.

Above: Ale. Baraine and f rederick V.n Zyl SI.bberl wil'" fMully and . ludenl, of
Be ijing Universily.

radi cal reform programme which
includes not only political ideas but
a lso its approa ch 10 the economic
needs and de ma nds of that vast
country, There has been a decisive
§hift trom socialism toward s a
"mixed economv" . There is a new
pragmat ism whic h augu rs well fo r
that sooetv. This was illustrated by
o ur co ntacts ' a tt itude towards
Taiwan a nd Ho ng Kong.

Of special in terest W<lS their
strong view that Corbachev c an
o nly be trusted if Russia gets oul of
Afghanistan, SlOpSsupporting Viet,
nam in its attacks o n Carnbodla
and remo ves the 100 000 troops
massed on the Chinese borders!

This o penness W<lS also demon"

(Bus)

"'frikaan.

O.le '

Post. 1Crxlo.-

Telepl>ooe Num~ :

1Home) Codoo"

ENROLMENT FORM
INSTITUTE FOR A

DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE
FOR SOUTH AFRICA

Oceup. 'ion'

f in ' N.meh ):

Kindly cut out and retu rn to Tr.,. R..., ,,,,,,.1Oo«tor In your re~ion . f or . ny
fultt>el- information. kInd ly contact It>e
of/ice in your ""ion or write to t""
na tional o/f;ce at,

10...S.... Hill Hou .... 1 Pe"" .nce Road
MOWBR...Y7700. C.pe Town

Tit le (M r, Mn. etc):

Kind lv ....ke a t i<k in tr.,. 'WOP'i. te
block and complete tr.,. . w lie. t ion
form belaw :

1. Pie."", plo<e me on
10...S...· ilin ~ li. t 0

1 l am inter ted in b<o<;omin~

an ....soci.ted Mem be r. ki nd lv
"'00 me tbe _ .....'V
awli(.lInn /nmJ a

ll bove: Inside l"'e fo,b iddfon Cily wil'"
Mr Z"'u lunf~, Cotlncil Member of
C"'inese II ssoci~lion fo, Imem~ riorul

Underslim</jng.


