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ﬁg\' /‘l—- MY CASE AGAINST SAIE PARTICIPATION

If the future cof South Africa is to be dctermined by the

majority people of this country then the time has come for the
Black people to beg.r to thank and act correctly. It is encumbent
upon the intellectual and radical thinking Blacks to make correct
assessments and to have the nccessary forsight befofe arriving at
conclusions, It is also encumbent on them t- cxplain to the masses
the necessity for principles and tactics to go together in the
conduct of the struggle for freedom in South Africa, with partic-
ular regard to the conditions created by the white Governmment. It
is essential that the Black leadership fully understands the sit-
uation prevailing in the country, as well as *he changing circum—
stances and thc factors influencing those changes in order not
only to makc correct deductions but also to +xplain to the masses
the relevant weight to be placed on principl. as on tactics

from time toc time.

To draw conclusions from historical decisions which in their
context and in their tine might well have beov rorrcct and to relat
them to presont South African conditions weu. ' be wholly incorrcct.
It is one thing to liam lessons From Historv, but an entirely
differcnt mattcr when it comes to drawing parallels with higt-
orical event: or sugqestia 1 similar course of cvents to those
adopted in othcr place. and in oy times such as in India,
Germany, Russia otc. 1t wourd be cqually incongruent to draw
parallels with, and to suggest similar action to events in South
Africa which cccurred prior to the flood of repressive, intimid-
atory and discrirminarory laws which have made this country not only
a police state and a pecluecat in the world »f nations, but also one
which has no resemblance co *iie conditions jrovailing in the other
countries of historical conccern, or for that matter in pre 1948
South Africa.

My attitude towards partic.ipation in the foll wing SAIC elections
is determined rot only Yy taying into account thnc lessons that
listory teaches us but also the objective cer ‘itions in which we
live and the rapiily growing intolerance of t:. world towards
the White South African way of 1ife,
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I concede that tne ultimair. purpose of ali Pelitical activity
among Blacks in Souih Afc¢ica is the uplif*~-nt of the oppressed
masses and the do.tr..wl.a of the eafcrcel partheid system.

I concede further that tactics are a ncco < vy concomitant of
a principled political struggle especiallv Scuti, Africa and

in the legally rostoictive situation we finag curselves.,  But

I cannot concede that the entitlement of Indians to €lect an.
Indian Council or Par.iam.nt is really suc:. a laadible dis-
pensation as to hcodwink the oppressed poceples of South Africa
into believiro that it is arnything but a rr-ud or that if a
number of pecople participated in the elections axcluding the
radicals that cur c.crscas campaigners cr *ac world at large
would abandon thc pre-sure against South 4r-ica or have their

anti apartheid arquments weakencd. MNor o enns e that it
is neccssary for radical thirking Democra® . carturc the
SAIC in ordor Lo deny the Govermament the v ~oni ‘o= “nAians

arc participatiry in its c/stem of Governr. nt.

The NIC is uncauiv.cauily ., poscd to part. ..1. in the forth-
coming SAIC eleciions becivse it rcfuses ‘- - ke falsc promises
to the peoplc during *nc _c.cotion campaigr  wocause it refuses to
enter the Indic=n Parl® noxi. 2r Cowno:)l o 1740a’e and be seen
to operatc the apaste. " system and time «r oncioo T of Black
poverty and suffor.ing, hecause it refusce: o @11t and set to
nought th: int -nmacthe il campaiqn conduct @ 2w rr cxiles,
bacanst iz volfsgos 13 haad Ha thd governsor. . n a silvep

§
platter th2 most und.amad of gift, beceur 1* roruses to be
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party to the +c1a) aivenacaii of vadieo O oal SyTear thy.
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THE_ELECTICH CAM:/Jul

The NIC rcar ' crwoee g that the protagor < 7 participation
intend pertici;-tion vita sgyestion, and o0 0 ic end wlill accept
their bona fic. =, It Is cscmtial to know w 11-anT. promises
will be made -y “hLem, what their manifest: « .: contain, and
what the wrt.mute purposc of participatien AGals-1sy 1P
there is ;= 7 to ke a Jdemand for one-man, - t,o For all
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pcople including Africas, Coloureds and Ir !1ans, if there is
going to be a demand for a unitary statebas.d on recognied
Democratic principles, if there is going t be demand for the
release of political leaders in prison and under restriction
orders and if therec is going to be a deman: for the repeal of
discriminatory and repressive legislation tr.n it must be made
clear that this is the policy of the group and they must also
make it clear how they intend to carry out their mandate once
they enter the Indian Council or Parliament, Some have even
mooted the idea of not taking the cath, of nct recognising the
flag or the anthem, of not Porming a cabin.* ind of returning
their salary to their party ar to charity. 7t is nccessary to
clarify how these things can be enforced. i* is my submission
that in the prevailing legal and political 1imate the campaign
promises would be a fraud and would be reat 'y rejected by the
pcople to whom they are made. In any even*, ./ nc promiscs or
campaign policy are clearly put to the pecii. the motives of this
group will be sericusly suspecte It has 2i+ “oon noated by some
that the period prior to the election wruid s:ve rise to, as
usual, "election fever", and that this perir ! could be ysed to
mobilise the masses into activity, This group must state in clear
terms what that activity could be, and whk+* it is intended to
lead to. In additicn they must also state *he post-election
activity which they have in mind.

THE INDIAN COUNCIL OR PAPLIAMENT

It is necessary for these people to stato whether they will enter
the Council or Parliament if succesful and for how long. They

must indicate how they intend to cnter the “runcil if they refuse
to take the oath, aAnd if they take thc oath wd enter the Counci

whether they intend tc make their demands i+ kocping with their
campaign promises, and then walking out or . ~king into the
routine business. of the Agenda as did the 3.+ ° and the Labour

Party in the CRC, In either case, they must - ke clcar what they
intend to achicve for the people in the cour . of conduct they
chooscs Thoy must bear in mind that the In ‘i« Council is te

reprosont Indians enly and to deal with Ind o+ affairs cnly,
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with very limited nowers and functicns and that, therefore, they
would not be alloved %v lav and by its conc:iitutional Fframework
to indulge in onc .. i, o...-vote or pilicr Jemocratic demands. The
Speaker of tho H asc will have to rule thum out of order if he
wants to act corvo.lly Las even if he closes his cyes to the
applicable ralc:s t.ic bost that the Council can do is to adopt a
resolution and *u -ccrex» 1t to the Super F-rliament or the Joint
Parliament whore t" ~ Seil*-in White majcrity is quaranteed to
reject i+ ont cf har?, Of that there should be no doubt whatever,
Even if such a rc-.lution is allowed and discussion on it is
unhindered i% i3 ecissary to know whether these Councillors
would thex=cai.es vy preparcd to Pace the -1ath of the people in
the everyday g:cu*ions which will be aggr~.ited by the fact that
the Indian Counci: would be answerable tc * .em instead of ther

e —

THE OVERSIAS CANPATGY

- e

It is corr o Yoouledge that our leaders -°: rseas nave conducted
and Anti-Apar iicia campaign in nearly cve - maicr centre cf the
vorld - in UNO. arorq the Third World nati-ns, in the East, in
the Labou moverc:..ts, in the area of spurt., justice, and in a
variety of oilhe~ [*:'dn, It is equally <~ mon knowledge that
the almost total ..o ..... of Soutn Afr -a by the United Nations
countries is tl. work of exiled leaders cvorseas who have been
arguing that Dercoyicy is denied to our . -ple dospite the
workings ¢f the Ind ~2 Council, the CRC -+ i the Homelands. In
any event, i zrsin tha* they repress~' rne crpressed masses,
the bannecd, he: ~3i% 3%, tho NIC, the IIr, .a"0, etc. The pro-
taganists cf partic ;ation must considey tic jwreparable harm
and the_crbaracc . nt tley would cause te  he overseas campaign

against Scutl Afv’r~a. No ~mount of Fulrm:' iting can ever det-

ract from that, .= spzit~ cf all the pr«j; :anda and the massive
sums o0f morev o~ .ou 'y tne Government the ‘eaders overscas have
not only L ¢ an.y 9 counter that propaganda but have over the
years svecos-ful® brontkt the entire world's attention to focus

X
on Soutin Afwi~a, !a addition considerabi¢ pressure has been
brovght t3 .. ¢ ~wmth Africa by the ro .uctant Western Nations
as a ros it " nivd Werld pressure fer o ich the exiles have

becn 1arely oo asihla, IF we shoul? * For working within

L
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the Apartheid system, we would, despite :l1 our protestations
to the contrary, have delivercd : wvery scvere body blow to the
exiled Lecadcrs campaigns. Not only wculd we have given the
impression that we have fallen victim tc the brainwashing
propaganda in Scuth Africa, not only would we have brought to
halt the successful overseas campaign, bu' we would have also
placed oursclves in a position in which » would find it almost

impossible to extricate ourselves. "2 w .ld have also loudly
demonstrated our total lack of concern for both the cxiled
leaders overscas and those in Roben Islord, and our many mouth-
ings Ffor the releasc of thesc of thesc 1. *ders as a prcrequis-
ite For a Fational Convention would have amounted to so much
hot air. For my part any action by any gr-up that will dis-
credit the past or future work of the ex:i. d leaders would be
unforgivable.

THE SILVSR PLATTER GIFT

These pernle must know, wicther they like ' or not, that for
the first timec in the History of South Arsi-a thiy would have
given the Sovernament its most powerful arctumont wirth which tr
Facc its skrinking world of friends and : r deocm 1ts almost
non-existent credibility in the world cuts: ie. The Government
vill say with apparent justification and great joy that the
Indian Community has Ffully and voluntarily endorscd its policy
of secparate dcvelopmont. This they will «rphasise is now
acceptable even tc former enemies, radicals, communists, etc.
The Government will ask, with considerable ferce in their
argum=nt, to be left alone to solvc the country's problems.
They will ask that there should be no int-refercence in South

Africa's internal affairs and that there should be no more Anti-
S.A. resclution in the various international forums. They will
say with cqual force in their arquments tnat oppesition groups
in thc varicus parliaments do make demands v the normally

acceptable democratic fashion. These arq.us.rts would receive

considcrable news coverage through all the = ha from the very
begining of the election campaign. T am -« sfied that the
demands of cur radizals and their particip * - with rejection
policy would hardly soe the light of day. v rolia will see
to that. It must alsc be remembcred that th.-e is no reason to
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believe that the Governmment will not act agair-t our so-

called radicals if they shcnuld give the impre- 1on that they

are succeeding or if -*«<y should become a thr .t to the
Government's positicn.

This is on2 aspect of the argument the newlv nthusiastic
radicals cannot and darc not ignore.

TH® AFRTCAN IMTELLECTUALS

It is a known fact that our African doctors :nd lawyers and
all those othrrs who may be categorized as the African
intellcctual do in fact cxist. No one will dare suggest that
with the bannira of the ;iIC, PAC, BCP, SA™", etc, the member-
ship and follcwuirg ¢f thuese organisations ha.: disappearecd
from the face of South Afriza., Nor will any: ne suggost, even
tentativeiy, tii. tae calibre of thinkina preovalent in the
lecadership ol thesc organications as well -~ the thinking of
many of *i2 Afr.can crnfessionals does no* “rescnt the type
of thinki.j « W sifors 4= most roason-~ly 0e “F A peace-
ful solut.3r f~ 211 +»e rcooles of South Africa, 1n which

the fear o o ol v rajor.dy-uith retridits- u in (X5 gAbd Or

a 1949 mentali-v ill not oxist. It 1s 16 rtant to note

that thesoe Afrino 0% _tuals wre not orly radical in their
thinking but are als2 aware of the machiraticons and ultimate
purpcse of tn Ykite recisc mentality ani will kave nething

to do with it., 7 - "litica, they know, an? they have always
been wwore tont ¢+ - Lreian intellectuwal oo+ in like manner

beca a reliabie o1y with vhom they could r~pe te build a

safe amd n_coo-ut futare Ffor all Scuth Af- ~ons, But if we
should cap:tula.c 2~ c>» _f oo chould ¢+ wn the path of
truc deutocrany oty o2 we aope to retair rtreir sympathy,

or how can w2 ~soafp: the suaspicion, to , «t 1t mildly, that
we have joivced t. . 'mite laaqer out of + :r of the African

hordes =111 .n ¢y, :i*ica 70 African asp:r:tions for the

doubtful privilece or sieting in an Ind. arn 'Parliament”.

Th2 fcelirag conld grin currency that the: rresent struagle

betwecen the »or~i-t oppresscr and the B.i»r oppressed majority

will ba *orecl i ro ene betwoon the 1ainr (consisting of

o —— e . o i & ot

White, “rdisn 221 “olourc”) and the Afriz.an epprosscd,

e o .:"I'._"*"l’lr.------?-
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For how long can any one be expected to -.ft cut the grain
from the chaff when the hour "toe ghastly to c~ntemplate”
finally comes around. L1t weuld alsc prov: o peady ammunition
for the rac.aliy inclined African wnnd th . ‘'mong the racist
Whites whe are inclined towarde inciting, :.ding and abetting
Indo-African hostility as in 1949, In =sur' 1 situation we
would be the arbit~rs cof our own misfcrt . . N~ reasconable
man will come to any other conclusion, t: 1+ inte account
that the Indian is presently receiving navy training and is
promised army and airforce training, thar °"hat he walked
voluntarily into the 'hite man's racist 1+ ger. Never in the
history of any oppressed people have tney urted mass suicide
in such naked fashion,

It must alweys be btorne in mind that the 5.1C and the 3-tier

system is a croatiom of the Apartheid peos. v of the White
government wiiich: s been fully supperted t *he White minority.
It must 2ls3c *2 bren in mind that fror *© . srliest ~F times
this White minority has becn concerned wain creating ne device
after anctneor *- ‘ury tinc Block man his bt cight and
perpetuate its pesiticn, power and wealtn. ° nas heenm trying

equally hard to mat e its dovices palatable v~ the Black
communities on the vone nooid and on the " tnor hand trying to
give the cutside world, particularly its Justern civilized
friends, the imprassion that thesc dovice: re the best
solutiom to the "mmirgua" s.African situri n, and that Blacks

are more and more working within tke sy:* m h1avirnag seen the
merit in these dev.ces and having occept - the governments
bona fides.

Mever once has thore heen prior consent frm tho Black pecple
nor cven consultaticn. It has always been rrne case of We

( the White mirority in power) know what-= . =t Fer the Blacks.
It has always beon the case of we Fear the L0k majority

and it will be unrealistic for the Black ., = xpect Whites

to share on a btasis of equality which wil: = -% to Yhites

being swampcd. The White bona Fidos hawve o i3 with

numerous Blac:s dead From the beginning o to Sharpeville
to Sowe*to, The Waite bovia rides bhave qgiver “h tr countless
discriminatory and re.ressive laws rno t te Bonk which

APC e s ek 830 By
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are noc more than crimes against thc ;.cple, These laws have

l1ed to our leaders and our pecple betrg imprisoned, tortured,
banned, exiled and many 1living in a -"ite of utter fear and
degradation. This in turn has led tc *ne cmergence and
re-awakening of the so-called moderat. and in may case the
deliberate creation of "middle of the road" lecaders to work
within and give crodibility to the s; - - m in order to enable
the govermment to sell its nefarious ,i:wns to the outside

vorld as a prﬂductlnf~itg-gﬂnin3-and wvrich it has found to be
desirable by the people themsclives, At this is well known --
including the poverty and imprisonmert -f the Blacks, the power
and affluence of the Whites, their se.fishness and their Fnars,'
the mink-coating of the middle class Klacks to perpetuate the
White control, It is-also wecll known trit the government has
not succeeded in winning cver the Black- to its way of thinking.
and it is not likely ever to do so despite all its machinations,
Furthermeore it is well known that the '®, 0AU and in Fact the
whole world including more and more of i*s own western civilized

friends such as Britain, France, USA 7 & Oor~-wy, under
pressure from Third World countries, are turning their backs

on 5.Africa anéd ‘ts unchristian and uncrvilized policies. It 13
equally well known that Black leaders 1iving in exile overseas
are constantly harassing S.Africa in nc:rly all the major

capitals of thc world with the result t' * S.Africa's wvorld of
Friends is rapidly shrinking to nil and ‘' :t very soon when
SWA and Rhodesia are finally out of th. <. S.Africa will face
the full brunt of the worlds attention., !- 1s equally wvell

¥nown that White 8.Africans credited witr the greed, selfishness
and diplomatic acumen so much a part of r:c¢ English Colonial
thinking and that of the late United Parr. together with the
Afrikaaner determination and forsight sinco 1948, have becn
preparing for alast ditch stand to "fight likc cornered

animals" in defence of their privileged p :itinn.

what our Congress Party radicals overlcok -- and this I consider
is a serious omission -~ is that the policy of Apartheid cannot
survive in isclation and will certainly r. ¢t be allowed to

survive For ever by the rest of the world, OF this I am as

sure as I am that day will follow night.
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It remains for me to say that the alterm:rives to participation
in the "elections" is not readily available. The government
will see to it that opposition tc the elections is frustrated.
It has all the machinery available for it == from policemen to
BOS5-men, Ffrom spies to paid pimps, from secret Funds to un-
limited funds and the entire propaganda sedia, including news-
papers, TV, radio, its overseas embassi¢s and a host of paid
agents. Already in the prevailing conditiuns of Fear and
frustration there is a reasonablc possibility that a number of
people will choose the line of safety and participate in the
"elections". But for radical intellectuals to consider part-
icipation in the elections is, in my opinion, nothing short of
capitulation to the fear-encrusted Apartheid system.

What I would consider as the only honourahble avenue left to
true Democrats is to take the risks in both hands and march
forward with grit and determination until ultimate victory,
when their leadership and advice will nat rly be respected
but followed. They must know that aleng the rcad te viectory,
the losscs would be very heavy and persdstent, and victories
few and far between, They must know however shat the pace of
change and the pressures on the country would be accelerated
after Namibia and Zimbabwe are out of the way. Enthusiastic
radicals should know also that rather than dissipate their
energies and talents in fear-motivated endc-avours detrimental
to the cause of freedom, they should engage in rallying the
pPeople as far as possible to mass meetings called to reject
the 5AIC and the Apartheid system. In this exercise I include
pamphleteering, house meetings, and door Lp~%§pldﬂﬂt10n5 to
the masses who are as yet unaware that they need not vote or
that if they should vote they would dg¢ more harm than good. If
this is considered not much of an alternative in the 1ight of
sacrifices and risks involved, I would readily agree and give
serious thought to any suggestions made by them or any one
else. By the same token I would suggdest that the Congress
Party, if they shculd participate in the wclections, would
find the people cqually recticent and the governments vast
machinery an equally formidable obstaclc,

I havce.....sFage 10,
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I have confined my case to the foregoing matters only for
two reasons. Firstly I befieve that the arguments in respect
of the various other matters are fairly well known , and
secondly because I did not want this tc become a lengthy
and unwicldy essay.

My main purpose in dealing with the above matters is to enable
the Congress Party and its supporters to present their
arguments in these matters, if they can, 5o Far they have
stated that they have not applied their minds to these
questions. - I SmmaezWidae

Finally, I believe that the publication of the two Memoranda
putting up a case for participation in the elections are
already being used to enhance the arguments of the SAIC and
Reform Party members, I doubt if the authcrs forsaw this
gift which they have unwittingly given tr. 3AIC and

government aEnlcgists.

M _J NAIDCO

Vice President
NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS
28,5,79



