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SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE
AND THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

They commuruguer was Liswed jowly by the Soughern
African Catholic Bishops® Conference and the
Afnican Nanonal Congress. on | teh Apnil, after a
meening in Lusaka

Deleganons of the Southern Afncan Catholi
Buhom™ Conference { SACBC) and the Afncan Na-
nonal Congress met in Lusaka on the 1 5th and 16th
of April, 1986 The delegations were led by Ar-
chbishop Denis Hurley and Oliver Tambo,
presadents of the SACBC and the ANC respecuvely

The rwo bodses met as & result of thewr common
commetment o bring a speady end 10 the evd system
of aparthesd and Jo tramsform South Afnca o a
unded, democratic and non-recial country

The delegations agroed that the meeting was
especially necessary because of the perustent and
excalating viokence of the sparthexd regume agmnst
the magonity of the people of our country, those of
Namuba and Southern Afnca as a whole. The
Catho'x delegation expressed 3 concern about the
growing counter-violence of the ¢ L
ums of the system. The delegations agreed that the
aparthesd system was the cause of dus stuaton and
thal peace i our region can only be achueved
through the complete abolibon of the system of
White munority rule.

The: recogmsed that aparthesd cannot be refi
ed. but must be ended 10 s entirety ¥.
mtylﬁmdd-dthmrqm:cmﬁcn
agent for change, rathcr, o 1s the pnacipal obstacle
1o the emergence of & democratic government
representative of all the people of South Afnca.

The meeting agreed that democracy n South
Afncs cannot be achieved withow effectrve action.
The ANC delegation explamned 1ts posbon with
regard 1o the armed struggle . The Catholic delegs-
uon pownied out thet, though  understoud the
reasons why the ANC resonied 1o force, & fekt n
could not id=ntify wth this aspect of ANC strategy .
The delegations discussed ways in whach each
orgamsation could contribute even more effective-
Iy w bring an end to the od system

The SACBC recogaised the fact that the ANC
playing an imporast role in this struggle and that
o will occupy a similar position in a free South
Afnca. it therefore considers i vital that there should

" be continumng contact between the ANC and the
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SACBC The SACBC alswo recogmised that o 1s
nocessary for the Catholic Church to engage n
specific actions 10 ncrease the pressure for pepuine
change 1 South Afnca Mere condemnation of the
apurthexd system 3 not enough.

The ANC weicomed the fact that the Catholic,
Church stands opposed 10 the apartherd system. '
soes the Cathobe Charch snd the relygaous communs-
ty in general as an important force o the struggle
agunst sparthewd, for justice and peace It respects
the ngiat of the Church o determane its own urategy
for change, but 1s convinced that a firm basis exists
for common action by all those who are geoumedy
opposed 10 aparthead, both to iquadate thes system
and together o shape the future South Afncs

The two delegations agroed that i was umportant
further w0 intensify the campaugn for the onmediate
and unconditxonal relesse of all polrtical prisoners
and detanees They also agreed that the people of
South Afrca have & respoasibility 1o express their
opposinon 10 Pretona”s campaugn of aggression and
destabilisation agunst the independent states of
Southern Afnca.

. The meeting also agreed that the Catholx Church

has a responsibulity to mobilise s White adberents
not 10 repect aparthead but also 1o act agunst
regard, ® 13 vital that the Whate popula-
ton should recogmse the, fact that the Black majon-
ty. from expenence, kmows the South Afrcan
Defence Force and the South Afncan Police as in-
struments of oppression and repression. The
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the campasgn w0 end malnary conscription
The doleganons agroed that the mternenonal com-
munxy has a respooaibility to mcresse w3 own
pressure for a speady end 10 the aperthesd sysiem
The meeting was heid in a cordial stmosphere.
It was mnapared by the realmabion that the attainment
of democracy, justice and peace in South Africa is
a maner of grest arpency. k from the
comeron understanding St there can be o nestrals-
ry in the struggle against racism and aparthesd.
Moved by a common concern 10 soe all the peo-
ple of South Africa, both Black and Whate, biving
wgether in pesce and as equals, the SACBC and the
ANC agreed that they would continue 10 maintan
cootact with each other



