
RESIDENTS IN Sibongile near
Dundee may never have toy rent
again .
When councillors tried to increase
rents to R28 in February last year,
people stopped paying altogether .
They later discovered that accord-
ing to the township title deeds, after
twenty years . Sibongik residents
no longer had toy rent .
The township was built in the
1960's, and since then, with every
rent increase, residents have been
promised roads and water-borne
sewerage. But the councillors have
consistently broken their promises .
As community unity grew around
the rents issue, community council-
Ion brought in vigilantes from sur-

rounding areas like Washbank,
Newcastle and Ladysmith .
They were however, driven away
by the youth .
The Youth Organisation and Civic
Association were both formed in
February last year to oppose the
rent increases and the alliance bet-
wcen the two has strengthened
their struggle .
Sibongik students were also so
strongly organised, that Mr
Mazibuko, the principal of Talana
High School in Dundee, warned
other principals to refuse them
admission because they were 'trou-
bk makers' .
Mazibuko had admitted students
from other areas claiming there was

no room for the Sibongile students .
When schools opened on January
8, students demanded the resigna-
tion of Mazibuko, blaming him for
the resignation of two very popular
teachers .
Students marched in protest to the
principal's office . The police were
called and used teargas, birdshot
and sjamboks to 'deal' with the stu-
dents .
Fifteen students were detained .
Those detained alleged further
assault inside the police hippos .
On January 12, parents met to dis-
cuss the issue, despite a heavy
police presence outside the hall .
Students returned to school on
January 20 and succeeded in forcing
Mazibuko out of the school .
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