
OVER 300 Catering, Commercial
and Allied Workers' Union
(Ccawusa) members at the
Elandsfontein 3M plant recently
downed tools in solidarity with 45()
American workers retrenched from
3M in Freehold, New Jersey, when
their plant was dosed .
"We believe that 3M needs to be

informed in no uncertain terms that
we take strong exception to their
despicable action to impose
hardships on fellow workers and
their families in America", say the
workers in a statement .

At 1 pm on February 28, the
Elandsfontein workers downed
tools. They marched around the
factory with union banners and
tried to present management with a
letter urging them to reconsider its
decision to close the Freehold plant.
Management refused to see them .
Workers then gathered round a

flag pole flying the SA flag, and
lowered it to half-mast .
They said they saw the SA flag as a

symbol of the 'unholy alliance bet-
ween the bosses and the SA govern
ment . Corporations like 3M were

built with the sweat of generations
of workers,' yet they care very little
for the welfare of their workers' .
"They are motivated by glutton-

like greed for profit . So greedy are
they for profit that they arc willing
to endanger the livelihoods of 450
humble people and their families
for a few dollars .'
' The sympathy strike follows a
week-long strike at the plant over
retrenchments . The company
agreed to re-hire workers who'd
been retrenched earlier, instead of
recruiting new casual workers .
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