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THE STRENGTH TO LOVE

versus

THE URGE TO HATE

The racial revolution America is wndergoing memeniarily is lad by two
Megrees, both szons of clergymen and themselves somotimaes clorgymen; yet

they are leading in opposite directions,

James Baldwin, whose book he
Fire Mext Time hos been the top best-
seller for forty weeks, expresses his
disgust for democracy and Cheastianis
iv, The very title of his book is taken

from o wvindictive Megro  spiritusl
whaose lines read
frd gave fa Noalt e raimbow

alpny
Na more waler, the fire nexi ime,
Martin Luther King, Jr. has written
a book entitled The Strength to Lowve
which amplifies his conviction that
the Jesus-way of nonviolend protest
anegl love For the white men is the way
to overcoms the evil of segregation,
King writes that he knows many black
people “have lost faith in America,
have absolutely repudiated Chiistia-
- pity, and have concluded that the
white man is an incurable ‘“dewvil”."”
Nonetheless, he belicves that there is
good left in all men, even whites, and
that suffering love, heroic, patient,
amd ponviolent, will melt their hearts
in the enc.

But at the moment Baldwin's voice
in America is louder than King's, giv-
ing more possibility to the dire pro-
phecy of John Brown who died a
hundred vears ago b end slavery: 1
am cortain that this puilty nation will
nat he purged exceplt by blood”.
Baldwin seems to be complelely disil-
lusioned with the American Dream:
“The American dream has therefore
beconme something much more ¢losely
resemiding a neiglhrmare

forrmg fas suffered roo, and cod-
fesses from a jail-cell m Georgia
rhurt  “shartered dreams are the
Fatlwer ks of owr sorial life”, Soll
he does not resor! to hate. “Hate”,
e writes, "is fust as igjurions o
the person who hates. Like an pne
checkbed cancer, haie carrodes the
fh:’r.uruf.‘l!l'ii}' it adars iy its viral
riveid v, Hole destrovs a man's sense
af valwes and his objecfivity®™

Baldwin's Embkittered Reaction

On the other hand, Baldwin's books
comprise a litany of hate. As one en-
counters him . in his writings one is
impressed by his concentrating on
hate, his low estimate of the white
man, his tragic sense of life, his em-
bittered realism, his disillusionment

iziom, hi=z frank dental of God, He
can wiile nothing without being pre-
possesscdl with racism. The arrist in
him is pushed aside while he seizes
writing merelv as a vehicle to ride out
his hede, "And there is, T should think,
no Megro living in America who has
nat T, briefly ar lor lomg periods,
with anguish sharp or dull, in vary-
ing degrees and to varving effect,
simple, noaked and  unanswerable
hatred; who bas not wanted to smash
any white face he may cncounter in
a clay, to violate, out of motives of the
cruelest vengeance, their women, to
break the bodies of all white people
and bring them low, as low as that
dust inte which he himself has been
and is being trampled,” Fhat, mind

—_——

vou, s o guotation from the best
selling hook in America at the ma-
rment!

King's Moral Appeal

Bt King calls for the moral res-
porsg, faorely papod God and trust in
His salvarion; "Our age-old and roblz
dreai of a world of pesce may vet
hecorte a reality, but it will come
mcetlier By oman working alone nor by
Cood  clesiravimg the wicked schermes
r..-,r men, B whesr men so N Thetr
lves to God that He mav fill them
with Jove, wmutual  respect, wrder
standing, and goodwill, Secial =aiva-
riow will come onlv through man's
willing acceplance of Gad's mighty
2

Two People == Two Approaches
Norw we come o the heart of the
maticr: how could two Negroes about

the sanse age, subject to the zame
commoen indignitivs of race prejudics,
emerge so far apart in outlook and
procedure? Baldwin's God failed hin:
King's Gl sustains him. Baidwin
moved consecutively awav from God:
King has drawn closer to God: “The
pponizing moments through which i
nave passed during the [ast few vears
{thrown in jail twelve (bmes!) have
drawn me closer to God.” For Bald-
win relizion is a delusion, a racket
alongside other rackets, and Christia-
nity “a legend”. For King, Christianity
is the source of all good including the
current racial protest: “1t was Jesus
of Nazareth that stirred the Negroes
to protest with the creative weapon ol
love.” Baidwin's church was a fake:
“T left the church twenty years ago .

I veally mean that there was no love
in the church.,” King payvs the Negio
Church its highest compliment: “T'm
gratelul 1o God thal, through
Megro church, the dimension of non-
violence entered our struggle”

| Hee

Mystery and Miracle
Afier all explanations of their dif-
ferences, we conlront a mystery, per-
haps a miracle. Otherwise how can
we  explain Baldwin and King —
thrown into the suane washing machi-

{cont, wn pags 2

Prof. A. van Selms

- Gevaarlike woorde

Bepanlde woorde het in die loop van die tyd se 'n ongunstige klank
gekry, dat die enkele vermalding daarvan partymaal voeldsende is om ‘n saak
te wordoem. Die measte mense beoordeel ‘n saak mos nie volgens sy ele waarde
nie, maar laat hulle lei deyr wat daarcor gesé of geskryf is. Met bepaalde
woorde kan die geoefende swartsmeerder allerlei verdienstelike sake veronge-
lvk sender dat hy selfs die moeite hoef te neem om na redelike gronde vir sy

vergordeling te soek.

Pergelike wouorde is gevaarlik: wani
hulle is wapens in die hande van ge-
mense.  AMaar  dergelike
worde kan ook gevaarlik word vir
di¢ wat hullz gebruik. Want enige
wapen kan hom keer teen diegene wat
dit op 'noander rig. JAlmal wat die
swanrd neem, sal dewr die swaard
virgasn”, lees ons in Matth, 26 ; 52,
Hicrdic woord is ook wvan tospassing
i 'r'L:l:hIIIIik.ﬂ H\'_'I'llill:"\d.

wetonlose

Dorspronklike betekenis gunstig

Hicrdie keer wil ons dit aantoon
aan die hand van die woord filantro-
pie. Van huis wit het daacdie woord
ogunstige klank gehod. Dit het wel-
dadigheid bhetcken, en wel weldadig-
heid op 'nogroot skaal, Dit was geen
flantropie om 1 stuiwer in die arm-
beurs te docn nic, maar wel om 'n
groot som opsy te sit uit die rente

with the church, Christianity and re- waarvan die onderrig bv. aan doo™

siomime Dekostig is. Dit het van pri-
vastpersone sekom wie se hart bewaosd
wias ol die ellende wat e die Deson
der dewr die minvermoendes gely is.
Alierlei instellings in Europa dra nog
altvd die noam | Filantropiese-" of wel
LChristelik - Filaniropiese inrigting

VIT ..

Kritiek — wvan Marxistiese kant

Tog onthow ek dat ool in my jeug
daar reeds kritick op (lantropicse ar
beid geoecfen is. Dt het van prinsi-
picel Marxistiese kant gekom. Vaolgens
clie peorie van Marx moes die toestand
van die handearbeiders steeds slegter
word, totdat die ellende ten slotte so
cidraaglik sou wees, dat ‘n revolusic
weel moes uitbreck. Elke vorm van
weldadigheid, so is deur die aanhan-
gers van Marx beweer, was ‘n vertra-
ging van daardie ,Verelendungs"-pro
ses en daarom verwerplik. Vandaar

I. Filantrople

dat diie kommuniste in die twintig.r
jare, en vermoedelik feeds lank dany-
var, vir filanirope niks anders as
hoon en veragiing oorgehad het me,

Dit is wel merkwaardig dat daar-
die kuenn en veragling in ons dae nog
steeds geboor word, maar nou van
anti-kommunistiese kant. In kerklike
organe lees 'nomens dikwels, altans in
hierdie lamnd, geringskattende opmar
Livegs cor filantrope”, waaronder dan
voerslaan word manne of viGue,
hulle Jiefde en bystand gelyklis @a
sunder om  onderskeid e maak op
blank en nic-blank rig,

Ser By i woord Rier en mon o
erent dicselfde betekenis as | Raffer-
vekry — nel so " ogevadarlike
wisrd war ok ' keer :J_I".TEIL-L'I-_'F{J-E{
Behondel behoort te word, As femand
dieg geluk van sv medemense sonder
credersbeld wil bevorder, as femand
pelvke regte vir almal wat regte kan
dia bepleit, as lenmnd in |:|'.[:L'£=-F i
e eersfe plaas sy anadeniens s¥
maasfe sien — dan sal dis lll'éeiﬂﬂi:
dunr af by word " luimanis, 'n liBerge
fis en 'n filaniroap genogm, em Watrg
fierdie wamie val, is die verdaginaking
VO KOMIHIRRISTHG HIE TEEr VEr NIf.

wat

|I:'Ih:' Fagt "

[vervolg op bladsy 1)
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The strength to love

{cont. Drom page 1)

ne, using the same brand of suds, vel
emerging with shades so clearly dis-
cernable?

"o 1 sound like most preachers
— idealistic and impractical?” asks
King. "Mavbe in some distant Utopia,
vaw «ayv, that idea will work, but not
in the hard, cold world in which we
live, My Friends, we have Followed the
se-called practical way for too long
a time now, and it has led 1o deeper
vonfusion and chaos ... While abhor-
ring scgregation, we shall love the se-
gregationist. Far From being the pious
injunction of a Utopian dreamer, the
commamd fo love one’s cnemy 15 an
absolute necessity for our survival.
Love even for enemies is the key 1o
the =olution of the problem of our
world, Jesus is not an impraciical
pidealist: b s the practical realisi.”

No, through the strength of love
infused inte his fife throogh Jesus
Cheisr, Martin Luther Kimg, Jfr. re-
Teises o hate, Tnstead he expects his
binck followers o be superionan, fo
rize ahove the low level of the oppres-
sive whires, 1o lay hold of the frue
priveiples of democracy, o practice
meancicenee, fo be partaers with God

Gevaarlike woorde

in His suffering redemption that we
all wiay avert Doom's Day. "The Negro
must comvince the white nuan that
e seeks justice for both himself and
the white man.” He conceives of s
spivitngd leadership s a way o savae
the world from the catastrophy of a
race war. “Our present suffering and
arir nonviolend siruggle 1o be free may
well offer to Western civilization the
kind of spirfieal dymamic so despe
rately needed for swrvival,.. Histo-
pigns will have fo say, ‘There lived
a great people — a black people —
wha injected naw meaning and digri-
tv éinto the veins of civilization'”

The West can be thankful to God
that such a leader has been produced
by its own maoral agony, to offset the
hatemongers, That act in itself is
not enough to save us, but it should
give us the strength to love rather
than the wrge to hale.

# G, Mcleod Brvon s Asseciale Professor
of Christian Social Ethics at Wake Forest
College, WinstonSalem, Morth Carveling,
U.5.A. and has an extensive knowledge of
the Christian strugghe in Africa,

(vervnls van bladsy 1)

Filantrople — 'n Bybelss woord

Wat die uitdelers van hierdie soort
van kwalifikasics gewoonlik nie besef
nie, 1= dat dic woord filantropie en sv
ra F!q.'.__l-_l LT ]

mELLE

ok feicdings
gen wal nomondjievsl Gricks peleer

bt Lan weet dat dit | menseliefde”
betcken, en olkeen wat sy Bybel
crisermate  ken, weet dat  daardie

woord driemanl in die Nuwe Testa-
e voorkom. Hoo nutlig sou dit
wers a5 ons skeywers in die kerklike
pers. alvorens  allerlei | gevaarlike”
vwosaride e EI;.'.III'"IL eers hulle E"-'b":."l.
ten aansien van daardie woorde sou
raadpleez! Ons key die indruk dat baie
van ons feolot of kwasi-teolod baie
min aan Bybelstudie doen. By die
kocrantcgeskrvl oor Sondagsheiliging
of oor evolusie pedurende die laaste
masnde konm ‘momens telkens weer
ol i |'-|:-|'|'|1.'r'|~~illbr miaak.

Dporwm sal dit wel poepd wees as
s nocommblik stilstpan by die dre
fokate wit die Nuwe Testament, waae
in die woord menscliefde, filantropie,
voorkom, In ‘n kerk wat hom op dis
Woord van Casd grondves, behoort
miks helangriker en beslissender te
wees a5 Bvbelsmdie nis, Loaat ons dus
sten waar en hoe die Heilipe Skrif die
veaord filantropie of mensclicfde ge-
bruik, en op gromd daarvan ons afvea
ol ons die rez het om dis woord in

disbwalifiscrende  betekenis  te ge-
bruik,
Ecrste Teks: Hamd. 27 : 3
e perste  teks, waar ons  die

wirard vipnd, ix Hand. 27 @ 3. Paclus is
sagm met ander gevangenss Qorgeges
aan die offisier Julius, wat gedurends
div reis daarvoor verantwomrdelik was
dat sy pevangenes nie sou ORISNAP mEe.
Hie swaar hlerdie verantwoordelik-
hevigl was, kam ons aflel wit Hand. 16 ¢
270 o die sipier van Filippd dink dal
sv gevangenss ontsnap het, wou hy
selfimoord pleeg; of uit Hand, 12 : 19;
wiagle Wi R pevangens ontsnap het,
is teregpestel, Mietemin het Julius aan
Paulus toestemming verleen om, foe
die skip waarmee hulle gery het, in

Sidon aankom, daar vriende te besoek
e hom deur hulle fe laat versorg.
Met die oog doarop s& Lukas: En
Tulius het Panlus mensliewend  be-
fuunghe ! heet .
dic heidense amptensar geprys. In die
reisverhaal van Hand. 27 word Julies
herhaaldelik by name genoem, terwyl
stuurman en cienaar van die skip
{vers 11} ongenoem bly. So word aan
Julius dic belofte van Mark, 9 ; 4]
vervul, en ous mag aanneem dat hy
pok in die hiernarnaals =v loon scker-
lik nie verloor het nic.

Tweede Teks: Hand., 28 : 2

e tweede teks is Haod, 28 @ £
As die skipbreukelinge, waaronder
Paulus en sy melgeselle, sweommend
of deywend op wrakhout aan wal kom,
ondervind hulle van die kant van dic
inhoorlinge {die Grieks het |, barbare”,
wirk al weer =0 'n pgevaarlike” woord! )
van Malta . bultengewone  menslie-
wendheid”. Dikwels is in die oudheid
skiphreukelinge vermoor en hulle laas-
ic besitlings gestecl. Wat aanspoel wn
dic see is as ciendom van dic b
pers van dic Fos beskoes

(hilargs hetr ons by peleeritiield
van die siramding van die  Aimee Ly
Ees" by Scolibury pesien, dat 'n decl
van s bevolking nog deardie opvai-
timp foepedaan is. Maar die barbare
of inboorlinge van Malta word deur
die Heilipe Skrif geprvs om hulle
L eHgEw e precrsifewendheid":
fitle her wie wa ras of nasionaliiel)
gevra Wi, aadr eervorndig en volywe-
vig pehelp om die deurweekie en kiap-
pertandende skipbreukelinge van die
rodipe fe voorsiem.

Derde Teks: Titws 3 : 4

En nou die derde ieks, en now
word dit buitengewoon ernstig. Wamnd
fol now toe het dit oor mense gegaan,
maar noar gaan dit gor God. In Titus
30 4 lees ons: Maar toe die goeder-
ticrenheid van God, ons Verlosser, en
sy liefde tot dic mens verskyn het .7
As u peen Grieks ken nie, glo my dan

shampal b erebonsdhe ai |

APOLOGY
The Editerial Board herewith tender its apology to the readers
of our paper for the fact that the last bwo issues did not
appear in time. This was due to circumstances outside our
control which have now been rectified. Our paper will there-
fore appear as normal on the 15th of each menth from Decem-
ber. We draw your attention to the notice regarding future

sone wat nie op die blad ingeteken het nie af wat nie te kenne
gegee het dat hulle dit nog graag verder gratis wil entvang nle.
Vanaf Desembar sal die blad ook te koop wees by die CN.A-
boekhandel asook by Christelike of Kerklike boekhandels wat
onderneem het am die versprelding daarvan waar te neem.
Ingeval u los kopieg wil kry en dit nie by die betrokke takke
van die CM.A. of die Christelike of Kerklike boekhandel be:
skikbaar is nie, versosk hulle dan asseblief om die nodige
reéling te tref om geresld los kopled vir verkoop beskikbaar

te hou.

NOTICE
This issuve would be the last to be posted free of charge to |
readers who have not subscribed to our paper or whe did |

not indicate that they would like to receive further free copies.
As from Decembar copies will ba available at the C.N.A. bran- |
ches as well as Christian of Church bookshops who have I
endorraken to aast n the distribation of the papar. Should |I
you find copies unobtainable at certain branches of the CNA,
Christian or Church bookshops, please request them to make
the neeessary arrangements to have coples available for sale,
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VERSKONING

Die Redaksie bied hisrmee sy verskoning aan aan die lesers |

van ons blad vir die feit dat die afgelope twee vitgawes nie

betyds verskyn het nie. Dit was te wyle aan omstandighede

wat buite ons beheer was maar wat nou reggestel is sodat

ons blad vanaf Dessmber weer soos gewoonlik op die 13¢ van |

elke maand kan verskyn. Ons vestig die aandag van alle lesers

op die kennisgewing insake toeckomstige verspreiding van ons

blad wat elders in hierdie vitgawe verskyn. h

I distribution appearing slsewhere in this lssuve.
§
i
KENNISGEWING
Hierdie vitgawe is die laaste wat gratis gepos word aan per- |

op my woord, of laat dit kontroleer
dear jemand wat dit wel ken, daor
is duisendes in die land: hier staam
letterlik: ie goederticrenheid en dic
filantropie van God, onse Verlossar'™

Ev waareedl bestaon daardie filan-
tropie ven God? Dic volgende twee
varse 58 dit med oniskenbare woore-
der s redding denr die wederge
boorte en die pawe van die Hellig:
Gees ap gromd van die versoenimgs-
werk van Jesns Chreistus. Met ander
woorde, die hele heilswerk, denr dic
Diricimige God vir ons en gun Ons Ver-
rig, word saamgeval in dagrdie woord
Wfilantropie”, mienseliefde”.

JWees dan navolgers van Goal 5005
pelicfde kinders”, sé dic apostel (EfL
3 : 1). Ons sien nou, watter betekenis
die Byhel aan woorde soos Filantropie
en filantroop heg; wic is ons dan om
in smadelike sin e gebruik, wat in dis
Woord van God ‘'n erenaam is en dic
samevatting van die heilswerk van
Goal, wanraan ons  salipheid  hang !
Wil ons dan God weerspreek? Wil ons
ons hoon vitstert oor dic wat deur
Hom gepryvs word 7 Viees ons nie vir
die oordeel wat opgesluit & in Ps.
18 ; 26, 27 nie? Daar staan mos: By
die liefdervke betoon U wself licfde-
ryk, by die opregte man opreg, by die
reine rein; maar by die valse betoon
U wself verkeerd”. Watter mentaliteit
skuil agter die smadelike gebruik van
die benaming filantroop deur die teo-
loog? Sal dic Here miskien ook nie

vir howe mcet 50 nie {Matth, 20 @ 15k
JO0 is jou vog verkeerd, omdat ek
goed is?”

Sien,  fwe  gevaarlik  is Rderdie
waoord! s die niirste nog dat o daar-
mee mense en sake verdoem het; dir
blvke dur dit 'n goddelike woord (s,
‘noweord wif die Heffige Skeif, war
Jeen o rekeer kan word op die dag
van die oordect! ®
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EDITORIAL
THEOLOGIANS MEET IN 5TUDY AND PRAYER

From the dth until the 27th January 1964 betwesn 30 and
50 professors and lecturers of the various theslogical emina-
ries and faculties in South Africe will meet at the Priory of
Christ the King, FRosettenville, Johannesburg for the second
Theolagical Staff Institute course to be held in South Africa.
The first course was held at Stutterheim in the beginning of
this year and all the participants agreed that this encounter
was of great significarce to the interchurch relations in cur
counbry, The aim of such courses, made possible by grants of
the Thealogical Educaticn Fund, are to give added equipment
ta the tutors of future non-white theolagical ministers,

The main theme at the second course will ha Christion
Theclogy and the Contemporary Religions in Africa and ths
lecturers will be Professor J. H. Bavinck of the Vrije Univer.
siteit, Amsterdam; Dr. W. A, Bijleveld of Jos, MNigeria (well-
koown expert on lslam} and Professor Dr. Gearge A, Dunger,
professar of Missions, North American Baptist Missionary at
Slavx Thes Falls, Southern Decota, U.S.A. Lectures will also be
given by Mia Brandell-Syrier author of “Black Woman in search
of God” and by the noted social anthropologis:, Or. Ellen
Hellman. The ceoference director will be Professor G. C. Oost-
~huizen, professor of theclogy at Fort Hare. The Institute will
Aso be attenced by Professor Dr, Hans-Werner Gensichen, Asso-
‘ciate Diractor of the Theolagical Education Fund.

We laok farward to a course which, as one of a series linked
ta courses affered to improve the theclogical standard of train-
ing of ministers working amangst the non-whites, could make
a tremendous contribution in the theslogizal field in South
africa — and perhags Africa as a whole.

INLEIDINGSARTIKEL

DIE TAAK VAN DIE PROFEET

Wir die gewone Bybelleser is die gestalte van die profeet
—aewoenlik dis van ‘n waardige bebaarde figuur wvit die gryse
serlede. Hy is die verpersconliking van die boodskap van God
gagee aan begenadigde enkelinge op wie God sy hand gelé het.
Juis dearom het deur die eewe die gedagte posgovat dat die
profetetyd naby is, dat ans moderne tyd ander tipes van leiers
vereis: opwoeclers, wetenskaplikes, politici, ekonome, industria-
liste,

Tye van krisis bring egter aan die lig die dringende behosefte
aan manmne wat met goddelike gesag kan vitroep: So spreek die
Here! Want in sulke tye gee menslike denke en planite geen lig,
dui dit geen koers aan, bring dit geen vrede. Dan iz dit net ‘n
woord van God wat sterkte bied — dié woord wat Hy ges deur
sy profete, manne wat sy stem gehoor en as stem wvan God
onderskeie het, 3odanige woord klink soms sarvanklik kard
want dit sny in teen alle menslike begeertes en verwagtinge, dit
skaur alle valze pretensies aan Flarde, dit last die menz nakencd
miet sy woeds of sy wanhoop staarn voor God.

Daarom iz die profest negit 'n pepulére figuur nie, daarom
word hy baie kesr gekruisig of gestenig {op meer as een ma-
nier), 50 was dit met die profete van ouds: Jesaja, Jeremia,
Amaos — so is dit vandag nog. En tog is dit juis die profete
wat die duisternis van denke deurbresk, wat die ingewikkeld-
hede van ons sondige verwarring ontrafel en die diepe heldera
eenvoud van Gods waarkeid openbaar aan hulle wat bereid s
om te luister en te verstaan.

Dis sulke manne wat ons vandag nodig het ranne van
GCod wat cnbevress en onverskrokke, ongeag die weord of wens
van mense die woord van God bring. Te lank het te veal Chris-
terie hulle plig versuim en hulle verantwoordalikheid ontdwik
ogter allerlei verskonings soos: cdie twd s nle rvp nie™, of ,my
situasia laat my nie toe nie” of ek sal getuig as ander eers
die woortou neem”, Wie ssnmaal as Christen sy lewe in God
gevind het, weet dat elke Christen ock profest is. En wie pro-
faet is, is ook dreer en werkondiger wan die woord wan die
lewende God aan elke mens en elke gemeenskap in nood. En
wie die woord wil dra moet die prys betaal, [ Wie agter My
aan wil kom ...

PRO VERITATE

Mediiation

3
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A Sacrawtent .. 15 an owdward aid
visible sign of an inward and spiri-
fral groce,

Eating and drinking are things we do
every day. They are 0 much part of our
daily life that we hardly stop to think
about it Similerly with washing, As we
eat and drink to stay alive, s0 we wash
ta keep aurselves clean, free from dirt and
disease. These are things we do almost
autometically. These are things we take
for granted.

Waery common, ordinary things. And
vat, they are the basis of our hollest, most
solemn actions and occasions, For in the
sacrament of the Lord's Suppor we ebd
littla bits of bread and take a small sip of
wina. ln the Sacrament of Baptism wa
take water and wash. And by these very
cammon, ardinary sclions, God comes =o
close to us that he becomes part of ws and
wa become part of him. As the Scots Con-
fession of 15480 phrases it: ... we con-
fesze end undoubtedlie belssve, that the
faithFull, in the richt use of the Lord's
Tabel, da 52 cat the bedie and drink the
blude of the Lord Jesus that he remaines
in them, and they in him; Yea, they are
2o maid flesh of his flesh and bone of his
banes,”

O course these ordinary things and
acticns are, in the Sacrament, ordinary no
langer. We have offered them to God, and
God has taken them, and given them back
to ws, radiant with his own glory am
grace. But see what this has to say to us
about the Yordinery™ humadsum thimgs of
our everyaay life, the day-to-day drodgery
ard rauting, the dingy offics, the frustrat-
ing encounters with people wha seem de-
termined to misunderstand you, the con
stant strueggle to balance the househald
budget: all of these we can fift up to
God, offer to God, and receive them back
fraom Rim. But now they are different.
These camman things Becaute af what
God has doene with them — have become
things which the risen Christ is in our
midst. With ihese things, in them and
through them, the power, lowe and strength
af the risen Lord come to ws, Mow Christ
is prasent in the dav-te-day rautine — amd
in the pecple who interrupt it. The dingy
office is his temple, and in those frustrating
meatings we imeat men and cwomen for
whoim Christ died,

Does this not say to wus that any
and every comman thing can become a
sacrament? Every ordinary thing can be-
come a means of grace? All those hum-
drum things that seem so muwch part of
our daily life that we take them for grant-
el — can they not become ways through
whisch cur Lord comas to us?

And more, Does it not alse mean that
aur Lord Christ must be taken into ac-
count in every simgle thing, every singla
decision that makes up our life? He iz
concerned with the way wou treat your
emplayer, the woagss you pay your am-
ployee, the kind of room and the number
of blankets you give to your domestic ser-
vant, the way you speak to both friend and
“anemy’’, what you say behind closed doars
aout the “other” language group, the let-
tar yau write to your MP, the way you
vota. For, in our work, and in our life at
home, gur main purpose Is surely rot just
to pleaze our employer, nor simply to
garn money 1o feed and clothe the family,
nor simply to keep the peace at any price
in our homes. COur purpose (s 0o serve and
homaur and glorify the Saviour who comes
to ws in and through all these common
things. Mot long ago | read this poem in
the church magazine of the Tsonga Pres
byterian congregation at Lemana. | hope
they do not mind if it is reprinted here:

R.0

Prayer of a servant girl

Lord of all pots and pans and Chings,
Since 've wo fime fo be

A zaint by doeing lovely things

Or warching late with fhee,

Or dreariieg (v the bwilight,

Or storming feaver’s pales,

Make me a saint by peiting meals,

Or washing up the plates,

Althawgh I oweest have Martha's s,
Fohawve g Mary sadod;

And when I bleck the boots and shoes,
Thy sandals, Lord, I fimd,

Thow who didsy love o give men Fouod,
I pomn, ar By the sea,

Acoept s zerviee that | de —

F odlen 3f womiea phes,

The Society for Promitng

i Books for_ Afrlca

EES W mmnd P
could do now what we shall

Lawvey, "

Overseas asseciate members
will be draown From the elergy

Christinn Knowledze hag

lavmched an appeal for =a 3d-  olherwise pot be able to do for
ditisnal 225000 JSwrcns  the  two or three years™.

coming  year for overssss

Christinn literature work ond
carmarks a large part of it
for Africa and Asis.

At the Bociely’s recent an-
nual meeting in Loadon it was
reported  that woluntary  in-
come  for overseas ltersture
work had risen to E60,000 last
vear and was expecled Lo Feach
about £74.000 doring the com-
ing financial year,

But it was nob  encugh,
gaid the Society's Director, the
Rev. F. M, Davey, to meet re-
queeta already received from
overseas, Apart from forther
needs which might arise in the
near future, an anoal ineome
of at least E100,000 from wo-
luntary sources was needed.
“If we coold have a generous
gift or severz] amounting to

The Soclety was regarded
a8 indispensable by n  lurge
part of the Anglican commuani-
ty and wes being looked io for
the mapld development of lite-
rature work in 10, ultimately
12, provinees of the Chureh
oversess, It was sctively worl:-
ing in 15 or 16 provinces al
gether,

The Divector =ald that the
=aciety's imprint was on, or
giing o be on, aome “exciting
and stimulating new books",
amd it was intended to produce
some of the best theslogical
works already published by the
Bociety in large paperback for-
miat at & price students could
affornd.

Other schemes endorsed by
the meeting Included a new
scheme for oversens nssocinte
memibership, and a drive for
more full members

and leading members of the
Inity in necsdy dioceses o e
gelected hy the Society's
governing body, in the chur-
ches of Afrien, Asia and other
developing areazs. On the no-
minaticn of thelr bighops, they
will be admitted without elec-
tion and will take a personal
share In the Bneiety’s work, re-
caiving its publieations at pri-
vileged ratea and not paving
Aubscriplions.

The Director told the meet-
ing that the Soeiety had an in-
crensing number of full sub-
geribing membera hoth in the
home proviness and overseas,
but needed many more, if it
wis to develop itg worlk as the
church overseas wanted to see
it developed. He nasked each
member to recruit at least ope
mare during the coming year,

iFrom "“The Link", Balisburcy.

Bapt, 1963
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Die Skrilopenbaring werp 'n merk-
waardige en huiweringwekkende  lig
op =0 'n verabsoluteerde nasionalis-
me. Ek verwys na Markns 3 @ 20—28,
wil hande]l oor die godslastering van
aie skrifgeleerdes en oor die Familie
van desus. Die figure wal optres in
watl hier vir ons beskoywe word, sal
deur ons niz pesien mag word as rare
'|1-|;-,'1"-.|:|r_:-|||jki'|.-|:-|.1|_' varn ‘n VEFRANGE Te-
skisdenis wat in die eerste mireske-
mering van dic Christelike godsdiens
besig is om els 5008 N amusanie ou-
pvelse dins wit te voer nie. Die lig van
dic openbaring slaan van daar wit Soos
'n bliksemlig in dle siwasie won
tans blvkbaar besig is om in die ver
houding van die Christelike pelool en
die nasioaalistjese |‘:|1,.|]§|1'||-:h. in one lamd
pe ontwikkel.

Gebeure in die Afriksanse kerk

Viedgens koerantberigle word daar
van die kant van die hoopste politicke
leiding  sterk  woarskuwings  ultge
epreek weal oo, aan sekere kerkleiers
sgoriy wordk, dat hulle in die hands
spuect van divpgene wat Suid-Afrika wnl
vorbrokkel, Yan die Berste Minkster
s e witspraak gerapportecr: | Die
scitrals bieon waarnil hierdie gedag-
tex ko, 1= kosmmmunisties van pard”,
Op ‘noireflende wyse is hierdie beoor-
deling van wat tans ook in die AfTi-
kaansc kerke aan die gang is, uitge
spntprent™ wal verskvn
et in fhe Tranovefze ovan 57000763,
Fimarhlvkiik was dif die bedoeling om
doarmee inote skakel by dic saak van
o dag — dic appil van ds, ©, F, B,
Nowdd teen die bestuit wan die Med.
Gerel., Kerk =e kommissic van Eksa-
minotore dat hy sv =status as predis
kantl deur sv aanvearding van die di
rekivorskap  van die Christelike Im
stifaw: van Suidelike Afrika, verbeur,
B spotprent waarna ek verwys, el
ap diesellide dag verskvn toe die Sine-
dale Kommbssie dic appdl vam ds,
Maudd moes corweeg, Die toesproak
van oie Perste Minister, waarminl hier-
by aangehaal 15, s m paar dae vroegr
gehow. Vir alms! moet dit deidelik
weers wal die sirekking van hierdis

et in

wiatthuwing s

Wy op die oombliik i die Afri-
Laarse Lerke, e an die MNed, Geref,
fogrle, feslp 0n oom Fe pebedr, en war
dager bade ey Wydshap beasroet word
precdert Reulle die werking van die Gees
wvirt e ofaarenn bespeur — die sfip-
vane oile Christelike Mstirenr is
seps 1 cersie vy (el is did "nofaane-
viwe faert wrag) deorvdnl — e 1'r-.'r:|!£rr
el dewr bage o die g van Gods
Waooid e unders beoordes! kdn word
ay e werking vane dre Gees van God
i ferr feter opioed meeld Elem daarop
pewrs word dar die Woaord van God
die cwige waerkeid bevat wal gecpen-
baigir 150 Or 5y Woword Lam oms sV g
opcitbaorde wil ken} en efindelik,
st fenr fhaie soos o die Kare dag-
itz pesien word, nl, dat God besip
fis) mief dic kark in Swid-Afrika soos
nee neoid tevore Rie” (C. F. B, Nauddé
in sy afskeidspreek, vl e Trams-
valder, #1063, B OBE, word an die
Egnr van die hoogste poiitieke leiding
eir arps dpend gesferr a5 'nodwias orndear-
geding van die kerk om die dinamief
vian fiheralisme en Komimuniswie on-
der =y fordomeente in fe laal {vgl die
spatprant) — " sabolasie®-daad wat

Dr. B. Engelbrecht*

Die grense van nasionalisme

Wanneer die nasionalisme homself wverabsolutesr, is dit besig om alle
grense waarbinne dit nog voor God kan bestaan, te sorskry.

wie allecn die kerk sal wvermielig nie,
sipae i 5y eietlike infensie daarop ge-
Fig is ome i die meam van dig gods-
diens en die vwomeriieid, dic politieke
eetiferd varn die land v die lug te
hlaas.

Die aangesproke kerkleiers is men-
s wal sonder enige twyfel hulle in-
sipgte wit die besondere openbaring
varn Gl ontvang het. Al is di! nou mel
die politiek van die dag nog so onver-
socinbaar en vir die voorstanders daar-
van nog so onaanoeemlik, dit is nie
n grondgedagie van die kommunisme
of dic liberalisme nie, maar van die
cwige on geopenbaarde waarheid van

God, wvan die evangelie van  Jesus
Christes, dat almal, sonder onder-
skeid, wat  die wil van God doen,

spmpmyerbonde is in ‘n nowe volk, ‘n
heilipe familic — 'm eenheid dus waar
i e woord aparthetd” sclfs in sy
wes getemperde betekenis ' onwel-
fuidende kinnk het — op 'n grondslag
wal die betekenis van atle verbande
van  blocdverwaniskap en  volkswer-
vantskap transendeer. In hierdie hei-
lige cenheid is God die vader en e
mense is broeders en susters van me-
Enar, Blosd- en  volksverwantskep
tree daarin 1_rvu|'|n|.-l en al ap die agier-

i

Matuurlike bande nie vernietig
maar gehallig

Higrty minet cgter oppemrerk word
cad die berkleiers wat dewr die Gods-
apenbarire fof derdie fmsig pekom
her, dig bedoeling van die Heer ook
s verstaer dar Hvy hulle daarmes mie
wil dwimg ot i i sleisyise gevoel
focshaid vie alle bloeds en vl sver-
wanrskap dic eensagambieid aun e
durf wie, Die dieper. sterker, ewige
verkand  wad fessen mense  werklik
gewerd het, trensendeer diz blogd- s
volksverwantskap mie op so 'm wyse
dai dif vermietie word mie, waar wel
i day dyr doardewr J':liﬁr:ﬁ.!ufn'_, Cardindl
2 ll.:-E'an‘."‘I:Ill:g .

Dic verbond van God hlvk ook die
pluedverwaniskap in sy natuarlikheid
te hedlig; maar tog 1@ die napouclike
blocdverwantskap (en in sy wyere
vorme:  volksverwaniskap en  rasses
verwantskap b mie aan die werbond van
God ten grondalag nie. Im die same-
roeping van sy auwe volk en in die
vervwekking  dear die Gees wvan sy
huiligu faivinlic, 12 dit nte 'n Faktor
van bepalende betekenls nie. Inteen-
decl, dit kim selfs 'n onthinding van
hierdie patwurlike bande meebring,
Dit kan skeiding bring tussen broer
en hroer, tussen vader en kind, tussen
auvers ¢n kimders (vgl, Matth, 100 200,

Verabsolutering wan die vaollksaie

Waar dic nasionalisme in 'n nasio-
nale politick verabsoluteer word, is
dit voor dic hand liggend dar die so-
penanmede insigte wat wit die openba-
ring op ons [oekom, mie alleen me
gereserveerdheid nie, maar ook met
cpenlike afkeuring en vyvandskap be-
jeen sal word, ‘'n Masiopale politick
wet aan die verabsolutering van die
nasionalisme ten prool geval het, ken

en crken slegs een boginsel van kew-
ring, nl. dic cksklusiewe volkseie, Die
enigste maatstawwe wal hier geld, is
di¢ wat mel die volksgeskiedenis, die
verlede en die toeckoms van die wolk
rekening how, 'm Kerkleier wat im
hierdic opsig wit die pas @ak en wia
=g spreke wit die toon begin val, moet
daarom die sterkste teenstand  ver
wag. Immers, as dit met die Heer van
dic openbaring dic geval was, dan kan
sy dienaars, die draers van sy open-
baring in hierdie wéreld, dit nie an-
ders verwag nie; en so s dit ook aan
hulle peopenbasr: 'n Leerling is nie
by die mweester niec en " dienskoeg
ook nie bo sy beer ale .. As halle dig
heer van die huis Beélsebul genocm
het, hoeves] te meer sy huisgenote!™
(Matih, 10 : 2d—25),

Reaksie tean Jasus: Markws 3

Die reaksie ween Jesus word in
Markus 3 peteken in die tweithei ver-
houding waarin diegens wail nie Lol 8y
LLdamilie” bekoort het nic, tot Hom ge-
staan het. ,Sv mense”, in blosdver
wantskap aan Hom verbonde, maar
nig geen lede van sy familie nie, het
gesd dat Hy sy sinne kwyt gemak het,
Mot n Hefdevolle  besorpdheid oo
thuan, wou fGille probecs verhoed dot
_I[_1,' m oohie | eksiase’” waarin hulle fe-
meen het dat Hy geraak het, vie hwlle
verlore sou gaan. Hy het Homself so
reserwelons vir die menighe geges, dat
sy mense ;l.rl;.,r_'\.lij_{ I:IE.IH'-IH wird et e&n
dat [y dasrdeur verteer sou ward.
Hulle oogmerk was om Hom te red
van die skarve, In die tweede geval, dig
van die nasionalistiese lelers, was daarp
ook ‘noangstige besorgdheid, dog nie
oor Jesus nie, maar opr die volk, Die
nasiomalistiese  maatstawwe wal by
hulle gegekd bet, het hulle voor hul og
sicn verkrummel in ‘'n oversameling
van mense rondom ‘noander middels
puni — die | supranasionalisiese’”
heil swat sondaars, sonder wit=omde-
ring, by Hom gevind het, Markus se
uitdrukiike mededeling dat die Skril-
geloerdes  van  Jerusalemn  algekom
Iet”, is berekenisvol. Jerusalem s
hisr te verstaan ns die sentrum van
die politieke corlegginge; daar het die
kewuring van mense plaasgevind met
maantgtawwe wat met Isracl se geskie-
denis, sy verlede e sy tockoms, reke
titig pehown het. Aan hicrdie maaisgal
moes die veg en die gesag wasrimes
Tesus opgetres het, pemect word.

Ax oees mop moag e dal frierelis
verabsoluieerde nasionalisme opiree
et die prefensie dar dit "n goddelike
apenbaringsgehalte el en dogrom '\
sarremetiiewe geldigheid moer hé, dan
ig afy verklaarbuar dat dif 'n geslofen-
Reid von sisfecm sal verfoon wal peen
erupsies sol duld nie, Die teiding war
dagrvan  eilgaah, seack daarop aan-
spraak dat dit die enigs, dic ware, die
vire Geead pewilde is. Alles war daaraan
veeemd  ds, eoed noodwendip ook
vreemd wees aan God) alles war by
ax vvardig feen e beskon, mvet
ook aan God vegrediy wees,

En as ons voorts in ag neem dat
dic verabsoluteerde nasionallsme in
dic supranasionalisticse evangelic van
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Jesus sy groolste bedrelging  modt
slen, dan is dit ewe verklaarbaar dat
hy daarteen in ‘'n madikale verset sal
kom. Sy wee religieuse gehalte speel
‘n rol daarin om hom dic mag van
Tesus te laat herken as 'n buitengewo
ne een, wal nie met gewone menslike
middele bestry kan word nie. Laat
bogaan kan hy egter nie, want dit sou
onverantwoordelikheid en  pligsver
suim teencor homsell wees waardeur
sy el opheffing verhaas word, Hy ag
dit sv roeping en sy plig om te wiare
sk = ep 50 lank hy van homsell in
sy verhouding tot dic menigie (dow.s,
tecnoor JTesus) onscker is, bly dit by
'n waarskuwing en word geweldmaat-
reidls voorloplg nog aglerwed gehow.
Maar dan moet sy — woorlopig pe
weldlose — waarskuwing 'n genoeg-
same ultdrukking van sy radikale ver-
sef wees, Dic gewip wat in die skaal
gelé word, mopt groot genocg wees
dat dit nie alleen kan opweeg teen
die aagnspraak van Jesus nie, maar
dit ook kan kansclleer en kan ophef.

Dit moet 'n radikale | mee™ weoes wir==

Jesns — ERL GEWONE e TIE, Traar
tof die ulterste radikalitelt gebring
dewtr dit (o kwalifiseer, Didrom is sy
leer en sy optrede so verwerplik, me
slegs omdat Hy, onopsetlik miskien,
die nasionale besef en strewe belem-
mer nie, maar juis omdat Hy dit met
opset — wat die verabsoluteerde na-
sionalisme allsen as ‘n boss opset wil

woordes] — benadeet, Die bron waar-
Lil el con aphrede voortkom, e
durwels wan word! Hy i
Dewr die oweorste wvan  die duiwels
devi Hy die duiwels wuit.

TE mjil = T
ot o = L LR |

Innerlike t=cnatrydighaid van
hlardiz standgunt

Die  innerlike  teenstrydigheid in
hierdie oordeelvelling, 5 opvallend.
Maar die nasionalistiese hartstog s
Plind dazsrvoor. Jesws drvl tog duivels
uit: dat Hy inderdaad vreogde en be
1.'::,':Iing hring, Kam me oniken wiord
nie, Maar dat deaar tegelyk gemecen-
skap onistaan wat dic nasionale gren
s deurbreck — want as Hy ‘o moeder
en broers kan hé oor die grense wan
bloedverwantskap hecn, en om 5y
mense” 50 'nogehes] nuwe grens trek
in die bepaling: Blkeon wat die wil
vian God doen LY, dan B8 daar geen
agrdse beperkinge moer nic — daar-
voor is doar nel een verklaring, Met
die duiwel kan geen nasicnalis" wees
nle. Laat hierdie oordeel maar gerus
na alle kante teenstrvdip wees — wvan
ih:]i'.:ig i% alleen dat die 1'Er:._e,,LHJLIE[i.ELE
nasionalisme onsangetas sal bly, e
aanbidders van dic nasionalisme is in
clk geval blind daarvoor. Hulle a te
selfpeanegsanm om dit op te merk;
hwille duld niks anders nie, as met dit
wiit die nosionalisme tot verheerliking
kan bring; uuil e glo daaraan en daar-
aan alldén, en is verder vir alles ge-
slote; hulle stoot piles af wat nie in
hierdie geslote sistesm pas nie éan
hutlbe vrees en vioek alles wat maar
cnlgsing na n bedreiging lvk. Jesus
kan hulle wel nog wys op die teen-
spraak waarin hulle met hollesell be-
fand het, maar is dit miskien te laat
am hulle sé daarvan hewus te maak
dat bulle dit ook sal besel? In elk ge-
val, laat hulle dit dan maar hoor:
Kan die satan vir die gebondenes van
diee sutan vreugde en beveyding bring?
Sou die salan sy cle mag oor menss

-



Nov. 15 Nov. 1963

afbreck? Want anders as so, nl. dat dig
satan daarmee in sy terrorisme gestuit
waord, kan dit tog nie beoordeel word
nie s 8V gevangenes ‘n ontferming on-
dervind wat met 50 ‘n Krag en so 'n
licfde aanm hulle betoon word dat dit
die krag en die liefde van die sterk-
ste bloedverwaniskap te bowe gaan?
Waarlik, so sal die satan nie teen hom-
sell verdseld wees en teen homself
aps=tasn mie.

Diie nasionalisme staan hier voor
sy witerste grens, Hior val die beslis-
sireg of dif wog voor God kan bestaan
of e kan bestean nie. Jesus kon die
goddelose aantygings teen Hom weer-
lé met m eenvoudige gelykenis. Hy,
dic sferkere” van wig Johannes die
Doper gerfedg khei, het in die huis van
dig sterk man” ingepaan, hom ge-
boet ent s besig om sv goed van hom
te roaf, om sy pebondenes te bovry
tar die nuwe volk, die peogtelibe fa-
mitlie van Jesus, waar die dieper, ster-
ker, ewige verbamd, wal die verbinie-
mis in 'n nafunrlike bloedverwantskap
en velksverwaniskap transendeer, huk
le it “n newe liefde, ecnheid en ge-
weenskap met mekaar verbind, | \Wie
die wil van God doen", is die grond-
slag wvan hicrdie suwe gemaenskap,

Maar in die eenvoudige weerlep-
ging, op sigself skynbaar niks meer
nic as 'n openbaring van die weerloos-

~heid teenoor die krag en dic geweld
an =0 ‘n vernietigends beskuldiging,
& daor "n verdoemende cordeel, wat
deur God slegs in ' geval van die
uiterste grensporskrvding uitpespreek
word. Voorwanar Ek s vir julle, al
div sondes sal die mensekinders vers
Bowe word conoal die lasteringe wat
hulle mag uitgespreck het: maar wie
teen dic Heilige Gees pelaster het, het
geen wvergifnis tot in ewigheid nie,
maar is skuldig aan Jdie ewige oor
deel” — omdat hulle gesé het: Hy het
n onreine gees” (Markus 3 : 2830,

SWerktuie van Libarolisme en
Kommunisme"
Daar befvory by niemand nou meer
enige onsekerieid e wees
Ternsiie die saak s as doar ma sekere
werkleizrs wal, mel insigte van die
besordere openbaring van God, in die
geledere van die kerl on die politfek
a1 Filt'.l"ur.'.l'r'ri'_:: Eronrsdalk .l'iuﬂ.l'l Spge
;:-c:.-..'l'nh" r'.l|l' u.'rgc:;'r.lru.fm VEFWTYS 11'r_ar'|::|1_ friy
warkinie van die iberalissne en dis
Lerrrorrireniisime mie.

Asn meer as om slegs daarop te
wys dut dic Hg wat vanuit die open-
i‘.l:ll'i.'.:lg r_:ln.'lr'l.:-['p val, ‘i oonisettende vers
klaring dagraan gee en 'n verdoemen-
de pordes] daaroor vitspreek, wil ons
ons lewer nie waag nie. Dat ons hier
rewds stasm by die witerste gremsoe:
skrvding wvan 'n pastonalisme  wat
bBomsell wil vershsoluteer, kan in diz
fig van die Skrif as ‘n stelling sepn-
noer word, Manr ten opsigte van ons
cic situasic is dit gerade om ons kon-
klusies te temper deur voorlopig mog
vraenderwys te spreck: Is  hicrdiz
grens s so onherroeplik ocorskry
dat hulle wat hulle | nee™ teenoor die
waarheid wit die evangelie van Jesus
met 'n kwalifikosie radikaliseer {15
beralisme’”; | kommunisme'"), in dié
stadivm van verharding verkeer waar-
in hulle hul  nee” ook bedoel tot in
die bitterste konsekwenszie? Die hut-
weringwek kende ge:i.l;]gld_-. anm owal ™
witerste grens voor God beteken en
hse Hy por die oorskrvding van daar-
die prens oordeel, mag dit verhoed dat
ons= hier reeds van dic sonde teen die
Heilige Gees zal praat. Tog kan dit vir
die kerk nie anders as duidelik wees
dat daar gevaarlik na aan die mand van
die afgrond beweeg word nic — aan
die witerste grense. As Jesus, en Hy

[vervalg in volgende kolom
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PRO VERITATE

Rev. 5. P. Fresland*

POLITICS HAS NO ANSWER
IN THE PRESENT CRISIS

A few months ago newspaper placards in Johannesburg greeted the citizens

on their way to work with the words,

“Crisis of Survival Looms”. There was

a rush for the morning edition by men and women who found themselves asking
what further developments had taken place in an already deteriorating situa-

tion in their country.

On the front page of the newspaper they read in heavy type that the
Prime Minister had stated in a debate in the Howuse of Assembly that the
current sitvation in 3outh Africa could lead to a “erisis of survival”, and
that the sitvation might well have serious consequences for the country.

Later that day details were releas-
edd of the Minister of Justice's new
General Law Amendment Bill, con-
taining powers more sweeping than
any previowsly conferred om a South
African Governmeni in peace fime,

D, Verwoerd was, of course, speak-
ing with great moderation when he
said that recent events “could lead”
to crisis. The truth is that crisls is
here. It is not on the way; it has ar
rived, We are living in a time of prave
cnsis for our land and its peoples.
The whale future of our country, and
the wellare of generations (o come,
hinges on hiow we, the people of South
Africo, react in the present situation.
MNote that. Mot merely how the govern-
ment reacts, important as their res-
ponsibility s, bur how we, South
Alrica’s I‘:ilj..':l.'l:l!i_, PeCE,

What 15 1he essence of the present
crisis? Complicated as many of the
paspnes connacied with 68 may be, in
essence [ fs fairly clear and simple,
I is the old stery of the femomovable
object and the frresistable force. In
this case the fmmovable object ap
pesrs fto be the vpe of Afrikaner na-
fronuslesan which ar preseni halds the
reins of government in the couniry,
and the irresistalle force is that of
African nwafionalisem, There s much
it befweer these two, and the move-
rients  and  groaps  which  support
rertier of fvem are Aol oo be Hghily
dismissed. Bar stvipped down to ifs

slleen, die Hool en Heer van die kerk
= iy it sy Woord is wat vir die Lerk
geld: as dic waarskuwings wat ann die
cork gerig word, in die eerste instan-
sic van Hom gehoor moct word, en
dan ook van Hom alleen: as die kerk
sy Heer, en daarmee sy eie wese, nis
wil verledn nie, dan moet die situasie
waarin by hom tons bevind vie hom
geen twvlel laat nie.

Viy oie kavk iw Sur'd-ﬂ;frr'k.;'.-l L
vir die Hollands-Afrikaanse Kerke, en
it besonder vir die Ned, Geref. Kerk,
ward elie graotsfe pefal Afrikansrs van
masionale gevoele gnder sy jede fel,
feed die aur pelom dat by hom [(be-
{yids mogdh moct loesrak wit dic bande
waarmee die verabsolurering van diz
rsionalisane bhesiy 15 o by de ind,
soas Sirson Rorr losperuk het ot
die fande van die Filistyne, Voordat
dit fe faar is; voerdat sy | masiredr-
skap'’ gz drger van die krag oen die
wegriebd van God in herdie wéreld,
i sy slaap van fen gerocf  word,
Wart ook vanuil kerklike kring word
dagr reeds sremme gehoor wat ge
fadenisse wal nérens anders ie as wit
die  bhesondere  openbaring, wid  die
cvarpelte warn fesus Cheisias vandaan
Lom, veroordecl as pefuienisse vameo!
' liberalistiese en  homimunistioss
frran.

= e, B, Engelbrecht is predikant wvan dis
Mol Crerel. Kerk, Johanmesborg-Oas.

naked reality, the strugple i clearly
ferweent Iwo similar bronds of natio-
walise, and every day it grows maore
atgd  more infe a life and  death
strigele  bBetween  white  domiinance
and black domingrce,

Politics has no answer

In the face of this strupgle, poli-
tics, although teken more seriously
in the Republic than in most other
countrics in the world, has no answer.
There are political theories, policies
and programmes which read well on
paper, but they are no answer in the
present crisis because their protaca-
nists are quite unable to persuade
sufficient people to accept them to
get on with the job of implementa-
lion, And all the while, whiist dociri-
naire puliticianﬁ argue anil prl;,:'ﬂ-;'h
and wrile o ihe PIross, the tvwao chiel
combatants in the strusple feverishly
army themselves for the greal show-
o,

A& well-known South African wrote
recently of the bankruptey of politi-
cal thought adequate to meet the mo-
dern sitvation. "We have theories"”, he
said, “which superficially ot any rate
meet the needs of reasonebly settled
and stable communities, but where
iz our philosophy of crizis®

Whay  rressape dddeed  Rave we
that will find g response arrong black
and  whire, liberal and conservalive,
the hawves and  the have-nois, and
swhineli vl eall forih from dem a
fovaliy which will override 1hai of
racial prowp or political party jor the
sake of their conmenon fatberland?

That i= where South Africa stands
today, Torn by inner dissension and
ihrest of vielence, it seems like to be
eruthed bBelween the two Eiﬁl'll:;." of
introms=igent gl pranile-like white na-
tionalism and growingly overwhelm-
ing hlack nationalism. And all the
while politics offers fine speeches and
ailiy promises but does nothing to call
a hall e the opposing forces that
threnten o destrov by their senseless
and selfish actions cvervthing that wea
hadd deas as bovers of our country,

The only answer

Is there ar answer? There =0 ¥
i ann old old as the
prophets of Bsrael, as old as Selomon
himself, For it was to him that thbe
AMSWEr Was Ziven.

If my peaple, which are called
by v v, siall feoeile fhem-
setves, amd prav, and seek my fuce,
and tarn from thelr wicked ways;
Heer will I hear frome heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal
thedr fand,

In other words, the onlv hope for
South Africa inm this present crisis
lies in a return to God, This 15 mot
dogmatizm but realism, the only frue
realism in the kind of situation in
which we find ourselves. For it takes
into account all the facts — not me-

ANSWER, N

rely those which it wishes te recog:
nise,

Those at present split up into se-
parate camps and groups are blind
to what they do not wish to see, They
are very much aware of their own
neels, thelr own fears, their own
grievances, They are alse deeply
aware of the faults of those who dif-
fer fundamentally from them, But few
of them are prepared even to try G
be a little objective and to sec a) their
own Faulis, and b)) thelr ercmics’ na-
tural Fears and anxiefies. It is only
when we ook away from ourselves
and fturn o God that we are able o
see the sifuation in true perspective,
Selfishness and the refusal o seek
God first make wus blind.

The Chureh, Christianity — or God?

I do not say that the answer {8 (0
be found in a return to religion, lest
that be misunderstood. There are
types of religion, and even tvpes of
Christianity, which provide no ans-
wer, Meither do I sav that we musi
returm to the Church, for that is not
sufficient. The Choarch itsell  mnwst
bear some responsibility for the pre-
sent situation. It has not always called
men back (o the wayvs of God, and it
ceriainiy has ot alwavs shown Forth
in its own fellowship the Christian
ANswWer,

Bul return o God we must, or all
1% lost. When there is no other ade-
quate answer to the crisis, here is the
only answer. Nationalism which has
becoms: an end in itself is certainly not
an answer. Scli-preservation is not an
answer, for he that would save his
life ends up by losing it Swrvival
alone, whether individual, proan o
national, can never he a fully Chris-
tian motive, The words of the Man of
Mazarcth come echoing down the
wenrs and are a5 relevant to our needs
as b those of the people of first cen-
iury Palestine, “Scek ve first the King-
dom of God. and his rightcowsness,
and all these things shail be added
unbo yon',

Hiztory bears repeatcd wilness o
this fruth. Alwavs il has been those
wine have recognised the hand of God
aned Followed its puidance who have
been the true realists. It was they
who preserved the Roman contrabie
tion B owesiern Europe. 1t was thes
whin, meowved and tnu;ﬂ'lt up kv the
message or ihe evangelical revival,
saved  cighteenth  century  England
from bloody revolution. Dur help too
lies in the messace of those who say,
Return o God and His ways — the
rest will fall into place.

Have we o mae, o group of men,
whe can lead us back, who are ready
Jo emteark wpon a Mission fo the Na-
fromi? Sepch o Mission, led by Bishop
Menavemnte i 19, zaved Chile and
Argenting fromm war af ihe beginning
of this century. Stch o Misston wighi
well save our beloved coumiry fromd
ihe holoscaust widch evervhody fears
ber which all the political pariies
seemt powerless fo avertd, For with
Grod, and rhose who rern back o
God, is the answer. Sooner or laler
tins dradh will be forced wpon all
thinking people,

Why wmot accept it mow?

* Rev. 5. P Freeland is Minister of the be-
thaelisgt Church in Pretorka




Sendingwerk onder die Lozl van
Batrotseland is in 1885 deur Francois
Coillard van die Parvse Sendingge-
noctskap begin, Hy is pevolg deur die
JPrimitive Methodists™ wal in 1890
werk onder die Bawoka in die suide-
like dele wan Noord-Rhodesié begin
Bet, Rondom die begin van die (win-
tigste eeu is sendingwerk onderneem
deur die MG, Kerk (OV.5) in iz
postelike deel van die land; deur die
Skotse Kerk en die London Missionas
rv Society in die noorde; deur die
él-u1h|ﬂn im Christ in die nooed-weste,
en deur die Universitics Mission to
Central  Africa  {Anglikaans), Die
streck waar koper later ontdek is,
was yl-bevolk, en alleen die Baptisie
het 'n klein sendingstasie i die g
bied schad, tog die opening van die
kopermyne in 1825 skiclik duisends
mense daarheen getrek Let.

Die houding van al die sendclinge,
tise huble ldmate na die Koperstreek
hogin wtroom het, was dat dit nie die
moette werd was om hulle daarheen
te volg nie, aangesien hulle tog binne-
kort na hulle tuistes sou ferugkeer.
Goevolgiik was daer vir ongeveer sewe
jaar peen vaste, amplelike kerkiike
arbeid onder dic inwoners van diz
Kopersircekdorpe nie.

Die Christene 5 op holleself aan
gewys  vir gemecrielike lewe, [he
merbwaardice is daf hulle nie op huile
Jage wap kel nic. Altans wie die swar?
Clrristens wie. Spontagn hot Hdweie
van verskilleide kerke saumi vergader
vir acnbidding en onderlinge srigring.
Die |, pemeentes”™ her selfs hulle eie
pabomijies opeerig on huile efe evane
pelisgte besoldig. Op ele inisiarief het
Ialle sendingwerk omder die omlip-
pende onpelersiende dorpias onder-
neem, Cudarlinge, denr dig pemeen-
tes self pangesiel, kel vir die arda n
die kerk gesorg,

A 1. Cross, sendeling van die 5.4,
Baptist Missicn, skrvl in 1929 soos
volg: “A self-supporting, sell-govern-
ing native Church has grown up and
it is daily gaining in strength and ex-
perience .. . Natives of widsly varving
tribes, speaking different languages,
whose ancestors were onee hereditary
vnemies, are making the grand expe-
riment of working and worshipping in
closest unity and co-operation, Nl
onky are these nafives drown from
varying tribes bul ineir spititual his
iory s associated with Missions of
various dencminational connections;
but they give objective proofl of their
pne-ness in Christ Jesus,”

Was dit nie waarlik kerk?

e gevaar van 'n romantiese hoog-
skotting van hierdie eeriydse |, Union
Church” is natuurlik groot, 'n Mens
moet jousell afvra of dit wel n kerk
perocin kan word, Daar was nog jgeen
belydenisgrondslag om die prediking
in die kerk te novmeer nie. Dit et
aan geordendes in die kerk hecltemal
ontbreek, en die kerk was afhanklik
vir die sakramentsbediening van die
ongereelde besocke van ‘n sendeling.
Volgens ons aanvaarde maalstawwe
was  die JMaton Church™ nog  geen
aware kerk nie, Tog glo ok dat ‘n meer
heskeiv sordes] nie onvanpas sal wees
nie. Durf ons die werking van die
Heilige Gees deur ons histories-be-
paalde netaes ecclesiae aan bande 1£7
Kon die kerk nooit iets anders wees

PRO VERITATE

Ds. J. Oglethorpa®

Dootuitsigte vit die ketk in Noo:d-Rhodesié.

Die eerste kerk op die Koperstreek was swart”. Dit was in die jare 1926
tot 1933. Uit alle dele van Noord-Rhodesid, Njassaland en Tanganjika het mense

na die kopermyne gestroom op soek na werk. Baie van huile was Christens.

—

as wat oy daaronder verstaan nie?
5 dit nie moontlik dat dic kerk ook
soms Jdoar kan wees waar niks meor
peheur as dot twee of drie in die
Waam wvan Jesus Christus vergader
nie? Ek is daar oortuig van dat,
hierdic armsalige  ,Union
Chureh™ ook san dic crkende maat-
stawwe van die ware kerk kortgeskiet
het, dit mogians deur die genadige
werkmg van die Heilige Gees ' oware
kerh was, IH0 was in die diepste sin
van dic woord ‘'moonathanklike kerk.
it het mic vir sy ontstaosn van semn-
fina-inisiatiel afsehang mie. Dit et
cak @le vie sy voortbestaan wan gecr-
teneles, dewr die scnding gevorm sn
voorsien, alpehang nie. En die struk-
tusy en organisasie van die kerk was
tot 50 'n skrale minimum beperk dat
it somder die peld van die sending
kon klaarkom.

hoeseer

ieoperstresk word | sendingveld”

In 1933 het die sending op die Ko-
persireek lcegesak. Die mense wvan
die kopersireckdorpe het 'n | sending-
veld” geword, Die wyse waarop die
sendingaksie geloods 15, was so kor-
rek sons kan kom. n Kommissie van
Codersoek, gestimur dewr die Inlerms-
sionaic Sendingrand, bet eers 'n deeg-
fike opname gemaak. n Gesaghebben
ce wverslay cor alle aspekte van die
lewe in Noord-Rhodesi#  is gepubli-
seer, Ben ovan die aanbevelings was
dut die alsonderlike sendinge nie elk
sy cic werk op die Koperstreck moet
kom stiz mie, maar dat dit 'n gesa-
mentlike sendingpoging moet wees.
Gevolglik s die United Missions in
the Copperbelt™ gestig, Die taak van
hicrdic wveremigde s=ending sou wess
i die Union Church nit te bou en
e wversterk, on om ‘N program van
sosiale aksle e loods.

M was ‘noallesing loflike onders
acnring, Vir meer as vyftien jagar hel
iospan rosgeswevde sendeliie . 'n ope
sefide werk op die Koperstoeck pe-
War i siigiers van lderdie
sEraliE epdor dne rmgesien bl e, was
dar, et dre cornane van die kerk
eleter alre sermding, e wan die wesens-
Eepmerke van die Lerk, nl sy onaf
Nankliheid, inpehoer (s, Die kerk het
affian kil pewaord, afhanklik van die
Teiding, inisiedief en goldelike steun
e olie '.-:'ueh'ug. ‘it Mens Bas sde an-
ke elerf .r.fr'c' |'r='rf¢' LR HE] .:JJ'.E l.l'rrr'rrlj l:ﬁur:'.‘.l:l
die Eoors varn die .'.'q,:'r:;.l'{r.l'fr:l'_gu,‘: TErwels
Lo el owie, Twemers daar is baie
voardale pon s 'n paternalisiiess ver-
HNoweding verbonde, en onafhanklilheid
frring die swaar las van verapdwoor-
defrkdierd e, Tiop v 0

L

Hiers paai-
mer aof n fr.lrrg ferk, o vedf .F.u:!.rr.lf'r{r_,
s gonl vour dic versoeking moes swig
e sy oeersgebourtereg vir die lensie
sop vain voogdyshap in fe ol

Die nedclige zevolge het dan ook
nie lank uitgebly mnic. Die alhanklik-
heicd ts spoedig deur verdeeldheid ge-
volg, Die inheemse kerk van dic Ko-
perstteek, wal aanvanklik een was,
heet elie patroon van die sendende kerk
gevolg. Die Anglikaanse Kerk het sy
lidmate van die Union Church onttrek,

Ander kerke het die voorbeeld gevolg.
Uiteindelik bet net die Preshiteriane
en Kongregasionaliste oorgebly, { Heel-
wal later het ook dic Suid-Afriksonse
viengl van die Preshiterinnnse Kerk
weopehreek,) Die agteruitgang het 'n
tangtepant bereik, toe die blanke myn-
werkers ook kerkbewus begin word
het, en al hoe meer die sendelinge vir
hulleself oppetis het, Onvermvdelik
het die kerklike verdesldheid dus ook
die kilcurskeidslyn mevolg, en ' be
voorregte blanke kerk is toepeliat o
naas die van-die-sending-afhanklike in-
baecmse kerk le ontstaan.

it s wan belang, meen ek, om by
n beovrdeling van die vooruitsige vir
dic kerk in Moord-Bhodesigé hierdie
oénskvnlik onbelangrike oniwikkeling
van i anathankiike na ‘n alhanklike
kerk op die Koperstreek in gedagoe te
hou, Die kerk was eers afhanklik. Die
crafhanklikbeid was nie die resultaal
van ‘n lang periods van voogdyskap
aan die cinde waarvan die sending be
shuit het dat die tvd rvp was vir onal-
hanklikheid nie, Die onafhanklikbeid
was  sponiaan en  ongeorganiseerd.
Dok dic cenheid. Dasr was geen inter-
kerklike onderhandelinge wat tol 'n
formele beshuit om een te word geled
awe, Mog belangriker: oie onask-
hanklikheid cn cenheid was nie n
toegewing aan politicke of ekonomie-
s gmstandighede nie. Dit het gebouar
lomk voor dagr van nasionale selfbe-
wiswarding onder die inboorlinge van
MNowrd Rhodesié sprake was,

-
]

Radikale veranderinge

Imtussen het alles radikaal anders
geword. Ma dertig jouar is die kerk oor
die aigemeen meer afhanklik as ooit.
[n een kerk, die United Church of
Central Africa, is daar sestig voltydse
sendelinge en sendingwerkers(siers)
tecnoor twintig naturelle-leraars  en
clf  evangeliste. Dic  verlouding  is
wirskynlik nie veel anders in dic an-
der kerke nie, Daar is wel die skyn
van selfstandigheid, manr die etnilike
behoer word nog deur die sendelings
pitgescion. Moeste van dic sendelings
i5 daarvan ocortuig dat dic tyd lank
nog mie rvp s vie volle onafhanklik-
heid nie, Een van die redes hiervoor
is olat die strukimar van die kerk so
duwr, en die organisasie so ingewik-
leld geword het, wat dit ‘n hele leér
van deskundiges verg net om it aan
dic gang te how. In die lig hisrvan
word dice cis om selfstandigheid heel-
temal pragmatics beoordeel. Die vraag
i stesds of die kerk selfonderhoudend
en s=lregerend kan wees., Die maosnt-
likheid van 'noalternatiswe vorm vn
dic kerk wat minder duur en pekom-
pliseerd sal wees, word nosoit oorweeg
nie. Govelglik kom die vrang na dic
ceestelike  omalhanklikheid van  dic
kerk noodl ter sprake nie.

Maar die pang van sake sal rife wag
telfday die sendelinge eendag besiuf!
dat die 1vd now rvp geword het vir die
ovatfanklikheld van  die  inheemese
Lerk mie, Noord-Riodesid word bimme-
kovt omafhankiik onder 'n swarl re-
gering, Die kerk in hierdie land sal niz
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oigedeerd  dagrvan afkom wie. Die
fammerte is dar vergaderinge wal leo-
logies pemiofivesr Moes FEWEes fet,
non onder drik van polilicke omsian-
dighede sal plagsvind. Maw, die kerk
het tot 'mogrool mate reeds sy vryheid
verimar orm (e basludl wagrom, wan-
neer en hoe die vodige veranderinge
aavgebring sal word, ‘n Paar voorbeeal-
de sal hierdie stelling ophelder.

Deur die jare het die kerk "nomas-
opzchow. Veral
aan oiderwys on mediese werk s veel
pedoen, Dhe belangrikheid van hier-
die bvdrae tot die ontwikkeling van
die lend word allerwed met waarde-
ring crken. Maar daar s ook ‘noge-
voel van wrewel, want die skole is
deur dic koloniale bestuur gesubsis
dieer, en dic hospitale deur die Fede
rale Regering. Onvermydelik word die

shevee | csiale aksie

werk dus met die gebaie ou regime

vereenselwig. Daar bestaan by my
peen twylel dat eers die skole, en dan
dic hospilale, pgenasionaliseer pgaan
word mie. In beginsel kan niemand
teen so 'mostap beswasr maak nie, o
vrang is egier wawrom die Kerke mes
die ourhandiging van hulle skole en
hospitale wag otdat dit met wetge-
wing 11[;._!;:.;!1. g word, Sou dit weea
dat dic kerke hierdie inriglings as on-
mizsbare cn onvervangbare evangeli-
sasle-middels beskoun?

Her dig Berke so afanklik peword
wart drlplings vir die witvogring van
feelle sendivpraak dat halle aapn geen
ik rie?
Clivizten-onder-
WYSErS, -gua.u:'.n:'.'.'.f:lurc' [Pl Wr;ﬂﬂﬂgﬂ‘er’i
te vorm om in die kesende sekeeléra
shole en hospitalz huile geluienis ¢f-
fektiaf f= lewerd

Dit hlyk reeds dat onderwyscrs
wind cnder ‘noverpligting was om op
Sondae die kerk as kategete te dier ™
nou weicr om hierdie opgelegpde tan,.,
i verrig, omdat hualbe salarisse deor
dic Staat betaal word. Kon n omens
hulle kwalik neem?®

aneler middele  diser  kaw

War word i;r'rfl:-:'.l.' WERH

Posisie van die sendeling

Dic vraag na dic wockomstige po-
sisic van dic sendeling is ewe akuual,
Allerwed word gest dat die sendelinge
se (e getel is. Dit is egier ‘n politicke
slotsom en nie 'n teclogiese nie. Die
debat cor die vraag of dic sendelinge
moet By of nie word op “n bleot prag
matiese viak gevoer, Wt sal van die
prganisasic van die kerk word os hulle
weg gaan?” Sommige sendelinge gaan
wit hulle pad om hulle onmisbaar te
maak, Ander neerm dic houding in dot
all=s wal n naturelle-leraar s& sonder
tedsproak aanvaar moel word, Dit is
onvoordelig om in die openbaar die
indruk e skep dat ‘'n swarl man kan
foutcer. Veral Engelssprekende sen-
delinge maak hulle aan hierdie toe-
pre-howding skuldig,

Eenheld wan die kerk

Ten slotte wil ek verwys na die
vinag na dic eenheid van die kerk in
Noord-Rhodesié.  Die  oorspronklike
drang tot eenheid wat tot die Union
Church gelei het, is nog sterk. Die
nasiomale ontwaking het nuwe lewe
doarin geblaas, Daar is 'n sterk gevoel,
sowel binne as buite die kerk, dat diz
verdecldheid van die kerk deel is van

[vervalg o Blagdsy T
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What is g Christian? This is a
seemingly simple guestion. But how
difficult 1t iz (o really answer it!

Christianity outside the church

Long ago 5i. Augustine clearly saw
the boundless dimensions of Christia-
nity. He wrote, “That which is called
the Christian religion existed among
the Ancients, and never did not exist,
from the beginning of the human race
until Christ came in the flesh, at
which time the true religion, which
alreadv existed, began to be called
Christianity.,” This desp perspective
has bheen shared in our century by
that great missionary C. F. Andrews.
Concerning his approach to the Indian
people he told a friend of Dy Fosdick
T always assume that they are Chris-
tian; and after T have talked with
them for a while [ sometinwes see the
light of Christ in their eves."

In an article in a recent issue of
““ro Veritate reference was made to
Aahatma Gundhi. The shortcomings
of the Christian Church were cited as
reason for Gandhi being ‘lost o ihe
Christ and His Chuerch'. Can we really
speak of him as being lost to the

[vervale van Bloadsy &)

die vreemde Westerse patroon  wat
mel  onafhanklikheid =sal moet wer-
duvn.

Dy, Eemmelh Kaunda hel in esn
val sy witsprake te kemme gegee dat
die veethetd van kerke in Noord-Eho-
desié vir hom en sy mense ‘n groot

giriikelblol op die weg ma 'n ovolledi-
pe aanvearding vas die Chreistelike ge-
foeaf 5. Weergens word van politieke
=y druk op die kerk wilgeoefen om te
doen war dit am teologiese redes be-
frevare te doer 'w Verandorimg in die
acdificke  silmaste  maal  oRvErwags
vale o teplogiese onmoontlikheid ‘n
I|_1.-.:.-_|:_'.'rr_'_i.'s' nocisap kiTkieid,  Maar 15
dit pocd vir die keeo ome denr poli-
tieke omstandighedy Lafei e word?

Die Untted Church of Central Afri-
ca het onlungs besluit om in dic lig
van die veranderde omstandighede in
Moord-Rhodesié hom vir i nasionaic
kerk” te bevwer. Die aanhel van die
hesluit Iui soos volg: Svnod expross-
ed irs strong conviction that there are
wrgent political{!) as well as theolo-
gical reasons for the esiablishment of
@ (rulv mpational Church in Northern
Rhodesia™. Neem die kerk besluite
om poliiieke redes?

Ten nousie hiermee saam  hang
die vraag na dic posisie van blankes
in die foekomstige kerk im Noord-
Rhodesié, Na my mening sal n kerk
wal wil voorigaan om van dic |, slegs-
vir-blankes"-nithanghordjie pebruik te
maak, wel geduld word, maar dit sal
in 'm ghetto-kerk ontaard, ‘n kerk wat
s geisolecrd sal wees van die werk-
likheid waarin dit bestaan, dat dit nie
meer as die sout van die aarde sal kan
fungeer nie,

® D Oglethorpe is leraar van die NG, Kark
en is visc-prinsipasl van dic Mindolo Ecu-
mondcal Foundation in Noord-2 boedesis,

Rev. Brian Gilmour®

= WHATIS A CHRISTIAN =

Christianity is bigger than any or all of its manifestations in Christendom.
The acknowledgement of this fact tempers our dogmatisms, exposes the limi-
tations of our shibboleths, and frees the spirit from bondage to the letter. 5o
often our Christianity is tightly bound up with ecclesiastical affiliation, with
atherence to a set of beliefs, or with a pietistic experience. These are channels
or moulds of Christianity but no more than that., The living reality cannot be
confined to any one means grace or any set number of them.

Christ? Does nel the case of Ghandi
witness to the fact that Christianily
is bigger than Christendom? C. F.
Andrews was a very close friend of
Gandhi, and his reflections deserve
careful consideration. In his hook
Whai § Owe fo Christ he writes " Not
I mlone, but numbers of sincere and
earnest Christians in South Aflrica,
when they walched the sell-sacrificing
cofduct of Mr and Mrs Gandhi, weould
say  with conviction, “These good
people are better Christians than wa
are’. Such words were not a mers
formal mode of speech, bul rather a
direct acknowledgment of a divine
truth. For these Indian passive resis-
ters were {italics, C.FAL) better Chiris-
tians, through they remained Hindus
and Musalmans, just ns they were
born. Facts like these had to be taken
imtos aecount in reading the New Tes-
tment and in [raming any theory of
the Clivistian Faith.” Elsewherc in the
same book Andrews speaks of Gandhi
as “so cntirely ‘Hindu, and yet so su-
premely Christian' ., 1Tt seemed to
point lo an organic unity, beneath the
outward differcnces of religion, which
necded to be traced, iF mankind was
ever 1o become one in spirit.” In the
providemce of the Eternal Spirit
Ghandi filled the role of a disturber
of rigid conceptions of Christianity.

Maught for your camfort

To open onesclf to the parable of
the sheep and the goats (Martth, 25)

the ultimate judgment — is to in-
vite discomfort, especially il one does
nol resort o inferpretations which
remove its sting.

"For when [ was hungry, you gave
mi: Tood: when thirsty wou gave me
drink: when [ was a stranger you took
e it your home, when naked you
clothed me; when T was ill you ciane
po myv help, when in prison you visit-
o e,

Lord when was it that we saw you
|||_|r|E;|'!r ad fed WO ...

1 tell vou this: anvihing vouw did
for one of my brothers here, however
humble, vou did for me., ..

For when | was bungry vow gave
me nothing to eat ...

Lo when was it that we saw yon
hunery . .. andd did nothing Tor vou ., .,

T 1ell yvou this: anvthing vou did
not do for one of these, however hum-
Ile, you did not do for me”

We have a natural lendency (o
think of religion as a department of
life, The parable of the sheep and
the goats locates it in the common
wavs, "The ]ml:.- is the depth of the
common” writes the Bishop of Wool-
wich in his book Honest fo Grod, Some
vears age Middleton Murry put it in
an even more radical way “To be
human is to be Christian.”

Henry Drummond in his classic

The Greatest Thing in the World savs
“In the Book of Matthow, where the
Judgment Day s depicted lor us in
the imagery of One scated upon a
throne, and dividing the sheep from
the goats, the test of a man is then
nof, “How have T helieved? but 'How
have I loved ? The test of religion, the
final test of religion, is not religious-
ness, bt love,”

Can anvone, having read the pa-
rable of the sheep and the goais,
stick owt his chest and say f am @
Christaan® Is onre reaction not rather
fo ory 'Lord have mercy, Lord make
me @ Christign?” Some words of So-
ven Kirkegaard are appropriare, it
wattld bhe a fiidng expression for a
genimely religions attinude if the in-
dividual were ro say, 'f do wor dorb?
the salvation of ady Gessan being;
I1he ariv ore § fhove feors afaouf i

mrevaed [

The ecumenical scene

An open spitdt has existed among
the vartous Protestant denominalions
for some timne, That it now also exisis
botween Protestants amd Boman Ca-
tholics is couse for great rejoicing. At
loig last we are able to exiend the
hand of friendship to one another and
o o cach olher as brothers in
Christ. What now moekes it possible
For us be do this? Certainly there has
not boem any prowing togeiher in be-
liels {generally speaking). And there
iz not likely 1o I any wich :T:l'-u'l.'.l:ll

gither. Even the beliefs which  arg
chared Inn common are set within a
meatrix which could not be broken

without surrendering the soul of cach.

What then (s the explanafion of dhz
new spiric? Is it pot the living reality
i oo faith boresting the bounds of
prean's making? Some may fudge the
pews  spiril senfimtental  seeing  thal
flar there is ar present nos tangible
bgsis fo fE O Ay be seer Q5 Bo moare
clam an of fore fo attain maily for e
sitfee of emdry. Suvelv tlere 15 omuch
mecere fa i R s,

Mot long agn 1 listensd 1o & sermaon
on the radio by a Roman Catholic
pricst in which the new spirit was
hailed enthusiastically, Buf, it was
said, difierences in helief remained o
be resolved. What an impossible task!
Is there oo way round this? Certainiy
we st endeavour o understand
cach other bul o attempt to resolve
differcnees in beliel is likely 1o put
am end to the mew attitode. A diffe-
rent approach must be lfound, Soch
a fundemental question as "What is
Christianity?" will need to be asked
and probed.

Within Profestantism, through the
World Council of Churches, some-
thing more is being attempted than
between Protestants and Boman Ca-
tholics. It is, however, difficult to put
one’s Minger on it and sav ‘this is the

poat’, Cooperation in the World Coun-
cil is on the basis of a confession of
Jesus Christ as “"God and Savior.”
Many are unhappy with this rather
dubious theological statement, "Jesus
is Goad'. Tis effect is, of course, o
bolster the authoritarian structurve of
ihe World Council and to confirme
Christianity to a mould, The note of
rigid authoritariznism in the W.C.C,
is discernable in a sentence in a book
by one of its leaders, ‘there is no
salvation outside the church’. The
mnhappiness  which many  feel over
t»e hasis of co-operation only serves
to emphasise that it would be impos-
sible to unite the world wide church
o the basis of a crecd.

Dr Donald Soper has safd rhat
Cheistioniry will find it unity not on
fhe basts of a ereed bar in an altilude
fo Gogd awud (o man (cited e g rédsw
of his beok Tower Hill 1230 in the
Auwpgust  dsswe o Fhe  Exposifory
Times). The theological climare is
changing: a new Hberalism is gather-
g momentum. As His iberalism ex-
plores and uncovers the deep issnes
of foitir enguiring mto the nalure of
Chrisfianity perhaps a mew way for-
wiard will be found, a rolease from the
present stalemate.

The gaspel in this ags

Yilliam Hamilton in his book Tha
New Essence of Chrisrianity states a
case for the “fragmentation” of the
Gospel, by which he means that at
gy particelar time or in any speci-
[ic sitwation which demands it an
gsnect of the Gospel has a right to
prominence, Tn other words, and for
example, should the situstion demand
it ‘the social gospel’ should be to the
[ore. This seems o me o give the
Gospel o dynamic gquality, OFten we
think of it in static terms, definable
grnce and (or all, and o we h]n.':l.k_ ol
the Gospel and its impiications as if
the two things could e seraraied
The Gospel  conceived
micitns thot o be o Chrisliszs in Soul
Africa teday may not he guite thz
spme thing as being a Christian, s,
in Aexico. To be s Christian in the
2inh Century is ol quite the same
thing as a Christian in the 17th Cen-
fury. Some oft quoted words of Al
bert Schweitzer put in strongly an:d
beautifullyv:

R
Aerds sey

“He comes roous oag Opa un-
Erovwe, wilhord o mowe, as of old,
Dy rhe Iebeside, He canee 1o those
Hisn .H-c'
speaks to wy the same word: 'Fol-
fow rhap Me! and sets us fo ihe
fasks which He las o fullid for
o e’

e who  Rileie A,

What is & Christian?

In our endeavour o thros diglht
on this guestion it might seem that
we have broadencd the word Chris-
tin to such an extent that it ceases
i have any distinctive mesning: bt
have we ot also narrowed it so much
that we are all left with a challenge
and without the luxery of an wltima:
comfort?

* Rew., B, Gilmowur is Minister of the Con-
gregational  Church  (Bergvlleth in Lhe
Cape.
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CHRISTUS SE BOODSKAP EN DIE KERK
Moderator spreek die Sinode van die kerk van
Skotland toe.

Hicr volg enkele grepe uit
die tnespranl: wan die Modera-
tor van dio Sinode van die Kerk
van Skotland, wolgens The
(risg, 1043,

Gnd wil dat die kerk die ge-
wete van die volk sal wees.

A ong sendelinge ne "0 on-
gekerstende land stuar ig ond
tog nic ven menlng dat Chris.
tus pie woor hulle dasr waes
nie? Ewemin is ons mening
dat in dic gesekulariseerde
mantakappy buite die grense
wan die kerk, wanr die lovloesd
van pecrganisecrde godediens
wainimial 14 dle Here Chreietue
nle toenwoordig 1s nie; of dat
waar die kerk geen Indruk
mank nle, Hy nie in dosd en
wanrheid arn die werk i nie
— Hy nan wle alle mag in he-
mel en op narde gegen 87 As
Cheigtte nie daee k= onie, hois
telepnt die 1oer en Jis werskon-
ging, 8 Hy wpia deur cns ge-
vegtigde stellings heen braclh
nle, laat ons ephou oor evids
zelizasie gesels. Maor dit is
inig Sy teomwoordigheld daar
buitekant ona  verste grense
wat dit vir oms mnontiik ol
om te cvangeliseer.

Mt is lets wreesliks as "n
groep Christene, m herk, "n
godedicnstige penootskop op
homself konsenlreer — op SY
atatus, prestige, sy opgegaarde
eerbledwanrdige tridisies, bor-
wyl die hele strekking wvan
Christus ¢ hoodskap is dat die
Koninkryk van die Hemele on-
eindig proter s as watter
grpen,  tealogiese  rigting  of
kerligenmishap ook al ter wi.
reld. Want wie veorigaan om
gy eiz lewe te aoek, sy hy en-
keling of kerk, sal dit ulieinde-
lik verloor.

na apreck van die ,ware
teenwonrdizheid” wan Chris-
tuz, Waar cintlik s hierdie wa-
e teenwoordighetd asnweaig?
Bopder twyfel in Woned en Ba-
krsment, in  die wergadering
van die gelowirece en hul he-
Iyvdenisakrifte. Ja, manr cwe-
aoed tn die vileea en bloed van
gllee  behoeftige persoon  op
{Gode marde, Hier kom Christus
ong begemaei: hier iy A= wrare
teenwnordigheid wiar die arm-
aallge vivgteling, die hongeri-
ge kind, dle werklope arbeider
e dlie slagoffer van die mens
st onmenslikheld teonoor ay
medemena ons tocgemoet iree.

Vorme van sanbidding en
metodes van werk kam  oot-
aard  tob ‘n verweer-tegniek
teen die wire ootimoeting mek
Hom wie s of st 'nowaur-
viam 18 en wie se Woord aker-
per 2 ap m iwessnydendes
swiard.

Iz dit moontlik dat ons
sindelooss aanhon met ons de-
tatte oor die veraklllende ska-
keringe  in die  batelkenis
van ampsbedieninge  terwyl
Christue voor oF stann en be-
tuig; . Woor Atraham was, was
EE'? Dit blyk dat dit wel
moontlik is. 2o ontsettend ia
die =sonde,

Waar dit eintlik op nankom,
iz die gelonf wat volkome staat
mank op Geds Woord, TNt i
die grondslag van die kerk.

Waarom fa dear vandag
duisenide goele mense in ons
kerk vir wie die Christelike
godediens hoofaaaklik besinan
in korrekte gedreag, verwarm
deur 'n hietjie gevoeligheld en
filantropie? INE is tog nle wat

doop- en ldmaatbelofte inhou
nie! Nog minder i3 ons predi-
kante georden om 50 "n soort
godsdiens t¢ verkondig. Dit het
niks met die evangelie te doen
wat in daardie cerste byd soos
'n dulsend trompette mense wit
hul sondeslaap lnat opskrik het
mie,

Uit JInter Nag™, Aaug 15863)

PRO VERITATE

CHURCH IN

THE WORLD
TODAY

PFRO ECCLESIA

== Helsinki, Finland

COMMUNIST YOUTH FESTIVAL

The atmosphess waa chacgs
ed with wvietory! As I sat in
the press bok with Comoroanist
writers all aboui me, I was
completely overwholmed by the
famtastic enthusinsm  of  ihe
55,000 people who jrmmed the
huge stedlum for the epening
rally of the Communket World
FTouth Festival held (o Helsin-
i, Fin'end recently,

Horean and Chinese dele-
gotiens hod arvived by apecial
trajn  from  Moscow.,  Other
chorterad traing had bhrought
Bulgarian representetives, On
my plane had besn part of the
American delegation. T just
ceme for the theill,” said a
bemutiful, voung, hlonde collegs
student feom Chicago who had
ant next to me.

An elphorste ond impres-
give two nngd A kalf hour par-
ade lad proceded the rally, The
emphatic and continuous chank
of  “Pesce  snd  Friendship”
filled the arena @2 the wvoung
peopla From nll the connbrics
marched in their ecalarfol, na-
tive coptumes nnd joined in the
keyvnote rofrnin.

My heart sank a= I viewed
the 500 Ameriean represcemts-
tives, They were a maotley ond
pathetic aight, of the beatnuk,
Bloppy Joe, nnd  se-called
*Pearentk”™ wvariety. T learoed
that they had been requested
to refroipn from appearing 1o
be Ybetber” than the young
pesple from  other eouniries
Thie. T judged, had beem o
effort for them,

During the parade I mins
gled  with Communist  yooth
from East Germany, the new
Afrlcan mnations, pnd obher
Tuasisn-dominafed countries,
T n=ked a Ruesinn boy If e he-
liewid im Glod, “No," he replied,
“how ran ol helleve in aomes
thing which does not exlas”
Bocn T had hundreeds of Raoas-
sians mnrrounding me. Theie
Communizt branding was evi-
dent and effective, to aay the
least,

It wasr the Finnish young
pesple who iAjected a dipcon-
rerting note to the festival,
which greatly provoked (he
wrath of the Communisks, A
eories of rlote brole oot and
15,000 Finntah youth protested
with frenzied orlez of "“Froe
Finland™ and “Twaen with the
Communizte.” Ome Finnish boy
sald o me, “We are against
the Communists. That ia why
we are heving this demonatra-
tion, We did not ask for the
Foztival, and we hate what it
standa for.™

For eleven days T watched
the exhiblilon, T have never
been g0 shaken in my life. T
have honestly heen jareed right
down to my soul. In the early
morning hoars 1T would walk
the streets of Helsinkd. T admit
I wps depressed. T shall never
forget the terrible enthusiasm

and confidenee of the Commu-
nizte; nor will 1 forget their
hatred for God and America.

The price tang on thi= event
wae twenty-five million dol-
lorg, and the Communists had
heen willing to pay. They had
hromeght  over 14 5wl WONTLE
people from all over the world,
at = cost of almost B2 per
delegate, to give their message
af “Ience and Friendship,” and
to molke their caleulated Bm-
preagion,

What shook me most was
the passiom with which Com-
munisis love their ideals. T re-
iturned home with a hroken
heart. | am thoroughly convin-
ced that we must have a love
for Christ that i= nn les in-
tense or cosfly, if we are to
win a world, Our only answer
ia to glve equal atbention to
instilling in our youlh a love
for our Lord Jesas and a loyal-
ty to our heloved country,
Fram "The Misslonary Standurd™,
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WHITE SOUTH AFRICA’S DILEMMA

It k& a0 deceptively eagy
{or ug in Asia to think resent-
fully, if not contemptuously, of
the raclal policiea of the White
man vis-a-via the Negro that
iv wny be solubary for we to
probe a little deeper and find
put why they act ns strangely
ag thay do. For one thing oor
contempt is largely & defence
penction because of oUF owm
nhnengingss with our own pro-
tlews, Secondly. It is based
largely on ignovance and there
are pomte things about which
wo have no right to be igno-
rant if we can possibly help it,
W must be coheernod not only
for the despised Megro, buat az
Christianz alsa for the “White'
Chriatian, snd we must be con-
eerned enough to pray realis.
theally for him, and we cannot
do that vnless we attempt to
uhderatand him,

White Chrirlians in Sounth
Africa are confronted by =
very real  dilemima. Wherens
Azlang rejoico nt the fantastic
palitical progress of the “hew”
naiions in Africa, few of ws nre
aware of the mapgnitude and
complexity of the political and
gocial prohlems created by the
new altuation, In 2outh Afrieas,
for imstapco, a minority of 3
milllem whites are confremied
by 12 million pon-Whites, maost-
Iy illiterato or semi-illiterate,
Their templation to atand so-
lidly with their own group is a
real one aod their  anleituad
anguish is the greater knowing
ag they do that such a stand
must conflict with their Chris-
tan faith.

But why are the numbers
of whites in favour of apart-
Lield increasing? Because of
what fa taking place in the rest
of Africa. Take the Congo for
expmple. The debacle therg has

CHURCH IS DETERMINING FACTOR IN ALL
SOCIETIES, AFRICAN LEADER SAYS

{Eocheater, MN.Y.% “In
every sociely the charch la the
determining  frctor  whether
it ia present or absent,” the
Heverend Jean Kottn of Afr-
e told the Cendral Commitice
af the Waorld Connell of Chur-
chea,

Even though the Church
withdraws inta itself, “cling-
ing in its Eraditional  forms
and to its obsolele message,”
the African chvorchmoan asser-
ted, ‘ile gole iz fundnmental
for wll wihe come in contmel
with it.”

The Rev, Mr, Kotta, geners!
secretary of the Ewvangelical
Church tn the Cameroun, apoke
an "The Chiarch's HEHgH&-nEdhl.ll-
ity in the New Societics™ to the
Central Commities in session
here.

Mr Kotto gaid that the role
of the Chureh in new societies
is Lo “adapt ite message o pre-
sent-day eonditions in crder to
maet the real feeds and to eol-
ve the problems confronting
contemporary people in Afrl-
ea, just as the Geapel met peds
ple's meeds at  the dime of
Christ,"”

Deperibing some of Che prin-
clplea of church-diseipline in
Africa to which he is opposed,
Mr Hotbe llsted as one of them
“the eategorical refusal to ad-
mit polygamist who  remains
faithful to his wives, all work-
ing peacefully together for the
good of the family, iz neb al-
lowed d0 joln the church.” the
churchman asserted, “Hia wi-
veg are also  exeluded, and
even hiz children; the Chuarch
refuses to haptize them at all,
even later in their lifetime. un-

lesm the man sends 2l his wives
away exncept one,

“What ia to happen tn these
wives who are sent away, and
to  their children separated
from the affection of the fami-
ly, In these rapidly changing
sonciptiea? They can only he-
come prastitites and outcasts
who nre hostile to the Clhoreh,

“The roects of polygamy in
Afrieca go too deep to he
detroyved by o general ruling,
which attempte ko force peo-
ple iato monogamy,” Mre Katto
gnid, “We cornplain about the
geeglarization of soclety. Bt
we do not complatn about the
narrownesg and weekness of
pur own church regulations,
which try io fores poople in-
atead of educating them™.

Commenting on the social
wiork of the chureh in Africs,
r Eotto paid homage to the
worle done by the World Coun-
cil of Churches Tviston of
Inter«Cirurch Ald. which he
gald, “ig hearing Christian wit-
ness” by helping  provide
sehiools for the edoeation of
MAfrieems and  hoapltalas  for
thelr medical eare.

Mr Kotto said that in this
generallon  the African  “la
playing hia part in the processa
of change. Mevertheless sub-
conacioasly, and  even  oon-
sciously, he is still attached 1o
a falth, Christinn or aon-Chris-
tian, he has not yot placed his
faith in technology, There is
therefore a cleavage between
his mature and hiz  environ-
rreent.

“The campaigns of evange-
lism", Mr Hotto asserted, “have

plrengihemed  South  African
whitea in their belief that a
shared Afcican-White society
is impossible: that wherever
Africans breome palitically dos
minant the White man is
harshly discriminated against,
Most whiles do not ask why the
Congo debacle oecured. The im-
portant thing is that the Bel-
rians were driven ouk,

The prejudice of the whits:
man g confirmed by what hos
happenad  in Algeria.  The
white French settlers there
are out-numbered scven  oF
eight to one by the Algeriah
Moslemsa, and the attempt by
the French governtsent to for-
o infegration an the Whites
hag reanlted in o hlocd bath.
In the Federotion of the Kho-
desing and Nyasuland multi-ra-
pinlism hae eon teied but it is
fenred it will soon develop in-
to a farce with the Whites at
the mercy of the Africons.

Am aportant factor in the
gituntion is the flow into Bouth
Africn of whites from such
newly or prespectively  inde-
pendent African countries aa
the Congo, Henya and Tabga-
nyikn, Most of thess people
hold maony grievonccs against
the Afrlcans and are some of
the mast sutepoken supporters
of the Verwoerd regime

To outsiders the attiiods
and eonduct of the Sauth Af-
can whites may be completely
out of step with the current
patterne of history, and theie
peelicies in confliet witl- Chris-
tian values. Bot the majority
are convineed that to open po-
fitleal doors to Africans is a
mixed gociety would be the end
of the White man's wery exis-
tenes in South Afriea,

Ve b TeDe WolbLL ki dhedersd
the policies of Christing While
Houth Africans, We think that
the fenrs of the White Christl-
un South Afrieans are exagges
pated, but could Phey not with
equal justice point oul that we
have hardly any excuse st all
for our femrs: for Sinhales ™
fesra at Tamil fntellectuul
minance, or Buddhist fears as
Catholie Action, or Tamil fears
ai  Hinbala domination, oF
Chriatinn fears at Buddhist dis
mimmtinn ?

Our disagreement with the

policy of Apartheid in chur-
ches s that if our oneness in
Christ is not only a spiritual
unity bt requires visible em-
bodiment o the life of the
Church here and now, then
thery cannot be separate chur-
ches, Many Christian Sooth
Alvicans see this very clearly
and  therefore their spivitual
anpuish is the greater, We in
Asia ure enlled net only to peay
for them bat to love and e un-
dlerstand them. For in unders
standing with compassion one's
fellowman one comes to A deep-
er understanding of oneself,
amd omly then is one saved
from the ever besefting sins
of hypocrisy and self-righte.
DSness,
Fromi:- THE CHREISTIAN NEWE
BULLATIN. Issued by the Stady
Deepariment of the National Chel-
stian  Councll  Colambo. Cerlon
fduly, 194631,

tauzht us o great deal: not to
be hasty in condemming the at-
titude of thess citizens of the
new socieiies, They need fo be
helped, guided and strengthen-
ed, The only thing which can
do this is the Christian gospel.
it is o erucial moment for the
fulure of Afriea”™
{From  Information Sheet, WO,
Sept, L)




