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BABEL AND

What have Habel and Pentesosi to do with each other? Muoch more than
may wt firsi meet the eye, though it be mainly by contrast. Both Habel
and Pentecost have to do with LANGUAGE, Babel tells of the confusion and
division arising out of men's inahility 1o speak and understand each others’
language; whereas the first striking result of Pentecost is the unity and
fellowship of men of numerous nations arising out of their ability to declare
and to hear “the wonderful works of God” in language thai all could under-

stand.

Babel tells of a punishment of God.
It is about the curse of division that
man brought upon himeelf by the sin
of pride and dissbedience. Penbecost
telle of the rich blessing of God. It is
about the preclous unity and fellow-
ship that man finds in humble Faith
and obedience to God,

Pentecost shows ws (od reversing
the cures of Babel, Babs]l and Pente-
cost both first took place in the long
Tomg ago; bot hoth have been taking
place ever since and both are very real
on the human scene today

The meaning of Babel

Let us look at them a little more
closely, The story of Babel tells how
the children of men, still undivided
into peecaples, set abogl bailding a greal
city and a mighty tower with ite top
in the heavens. Without a thought of
(il Thair proud purpase was o male
a name for themselves lesi they be
stattered abroad wupon the face of Lhe

earth,” legt they loge their identity and
aecurity and superiority. But the lro-
ay of it is that, by the very action they
took, they lost what they most desired
and brought about what they most
feared and most gought to prevent,

Thiz a piciure of what has hap-
pened again and again in the lives of
men angd nations, They have thought
that by their own devices they could
regch the pinnacle of coveted impor-
tanee and sil friumphantly on top of
the world; but they have always failed.

Egypt. Greece, Rome., . .

The Egyptian Pharaohs thought
they could do that. Prowd of their
achievements and thirsting for ever-
lagting fame, they carved glgantic sta-
tues of themselves, raieed the obelizka
which were chiselled with the record
of their honowra and harnessed in-
numerable alaves to the task of buil-
ding the eolossal pyrarmids. But statwes,
obelisks and pyramids all stand among
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the empty sand of a civilization that
slowly drifted to decay long long ago.

Greeee  sought o achieve  her
eminence in the exaltation of art and
philesophy and knowledge, believing
that thet could make life eomplete and
great, But when one speaks of it now,
one speaks of “ithe glory that WAS
Greeee,” It is a thing of the past.

Assyrin, Babvlon, Peraia and Rome
all set themeclves in the pride of
power to build on earth a structure
that ignored God and would match
whatever authority there might be in
ihe heavens, If there was a throne of
God, they would climb up and oeccupy
iL.

Other peoples of the modern world
have followed, and will vet be benpd el
to follow, their example. Immenss oa-
ferfal resources, marvels of scientific
invention, unprécedented resorees, yn-
precedented military might, the control
of atomic emerpgy and the exploration
and comguesi of space. .. are not these
ai last the “bricks™ ol of which the

fantastic Tower may be huilt that will
reach far beyond the heavens and
enahle men and nations to sopplant
the sovereignity of God and do with-
oul iod altogether?

Within living memory the aspirs-
Lioms of varioug builders of Bahel have
been put into cryptic slegan form that
is still ringing in our ears:- “Thae third
Redeh will last for a thoosand vears.™
“There will always b&¢ an England,™
“America Gaod's own country!™ Is
there not in all of these an element of
that same blind arrogance and prlde
of power which became obsessed with
building the Tower that ulbimately
mist be conlTounded ¥

Truly, the pucture of the Tower
of Babel is the picture of o recurring
factor in the life of man. It ia the pic-
ture of present-day reality in many
lande, and it =till confronts us with its
prophecy and ite warning,

God put an end to the bullding of
the first Tower of Babel by means of a

@ To page 2
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META NOIA onder die bedeling van die (-ees

Sinsverandering

die Gees, Sinsverandering of wedergeboorte ko die

iz die karakieristiek wvan e Bedeling van

aln gua

non vir die hestaan en voorthesiaan van die chrisielike goeds-

diens,

Hierdie .veramdering” geskied in

die diepte wvan die

gemoed, ip die onhewwste wanruit die oitpanege van die lewe

i, Jesus noem dit die wedergehoorie deur die GGees.

Hoe geskied dit? Alleen gees
kmn mel gees  in aanraking
kom. Alleen die Gees wvan God
kan die spige, die noia, van "n
mens verander, Ea dit s owal
Jesus leer, Om aan die Konink-
ryk van die hemele te behoort
maoel jemand deur die Gees en
water weergebore word en son-
der hierdie wedergeboorte kan
lemand nile in die Koninkryk
van God  ingasn  nie. G Julle
moel weer gebore word” Joh.
3 7. In die tyd waarin ong nou
lewe het hierdie waasrheid 'n
verfioogde  betekenis  verkry
ao0s ong wil anntoon,

TWEE HONINKRYHKRE

Iiaar is vandag beeo Ko
ninkryke, Daar is die Konink-

rvk wat ona Here Jesus gestig
het en danr is die ander, die
Honinkryk van die ongeloof in
God en van geloof in die mens.
Hicraan wil ons  die  aandag
Eed.

Die duiwel in die woestyn
dui hicrop toe by aan ons Here
al die Koninkryke van die wd-
reld en hulle heerlikheid wys
en se: Ll hierdie dinge sal
ek 11 gee as U neerval en my
aanbid.” En Jesueg stel hier-
feenoor! | He Here jou God
moet j¥ aankid en Hom allecn
dien™. En ons Here Jesus het
geleef en av lewe gegee aan die
Eruis om dic Koninkryk van
Gioed te stlg wat atrek tot aan
die witerste wan die aarde. In
hierdie Koninkryk is daar een

Regeerder  en Argltlepe, die
Vader watl In die hemele is:
WWeea julle volmaak™ soos jul-
le YVader i die  hemele  vol-
maak is". [dt is die Koninkryvk
teeneor die Koninkrvk van die
wireld en hulle heerlikheid.
Om in die Koninkryk van
God in te gaan, moet iempnd
herakep word . in die Gees van
sy gpemecd”. S0 ook ondergaan
die mense ‘A Aowe orientering
en herskepping om aan die an-
der, die Koninkryk van die wé-
ridd te behoort waarin die oun
mens mie afgeld wond nie maar
op die troom  geplaas word
Hierdie Koninkryk het sy eie
kode wan moraliteit  vir  die
stant en die volk. 'n Nowe or-
de en Wereldgees wond voor-
op gestel, Hiendie koninkryk
shep die gronizie moderme pro-
hleem en dang die godsdiens
wit wat  deur Gods Gees die
mens wil inspireer en lei in die
koninkryk van geloof in Gaod,

Hierdie stryd het dlep wor-
telz in die ver verlede. Wat die
verligte volke betrel wortel die

een Boninkryk in die Griekse
Filosofle van menelike wysheid;
die ander in di¢ npenbaring van
die Godsregering onder Isracl,
Faulus verwys hierns in 1 Kor.
119831 | Die wysheld van die
wereld het God nie geken nie"
vers 20, , Mapr wal gercep is,
die wysheid van God, Jode so-
wel as Grieke™ wvers 24,

ME BOTSING VAN DIE RYKE

Vroetr was die stryd tussen
di¢ twee koninkryke alleen op
teoretiese gebied onder alle
verligte wolke gevoer. Nou het
die stryd die mensdom in {wee
kampe verdecl wal mel wapen-
geweld mekaar bedreig, nie-
teenataande die verklarings dat
die stryd deur dle koue oorlog
e pie dewr 'n skiet-oorlog ge-
voer word. Is die mensdom op
die pad van Armageddon?

[daar kan nie baee absolu-
te gesagaowerhede wees sonder
om in dodelike botslng met me-
kaar te kom nie. Maar an is dit,

Die cen eis onboeredencerde ge-
hoorsaamhbeid aan die gesng
van die absolute of totalltariese
staal; die ander els gehoor-
saarmheid aan God met die er-
kenning van sy ewige wette en
regering. Om mense te kry om
in spontane toewyvding aan die
ecen of ander Honinkryk te be-
hoort moet daar tweedrlel me-
ta noia gemerk word, die een
om in die koninkryk van God
in te gaan, die ander in die ko-
ninkryk van die godlose stant,

Die slnaverandering neem
verskillende vorms san: in die
Ooste, in die Weste en in Afri-
kin. In Afrika geskied die sins-
verandering onder dic vaandel
van uhuru, ‘'m woordjie  wak
moellik ie om te vertanl weens
sy komplekse inhowd. Dit ken-
merk ‘n magtige ontwaking uit
'n eeuclange slaap. 2al hierdie
metn nola die volke omskep ns
die kant van dic kommunisme
en die gesag van die totalita-
rieae stast of na die kanlk van
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moat remarkable fellowship and mutual

BABEL AND PENTECOST i

# From pnge 1

very simple device. He confused the
language of the men who built it, The
babble of tongues that broke out thers
iz what gave the place ita name...
BABEL. Men belng omable to under-
stand each other, co-operation censed,
confugion and division reigned., the
mighty enterprise of presumption came
to an emnd, and the proud bullders of
that great cily and its fantpstic tower
broke up into groups who separated
themeelves from one another and were
acattered abroad upon the face of the
earth.

Whilst this is an sncient explani-
tion of the origin of the diversities of
language and of race in the world, it
iz important to ohssrve that it eannof
be taken to mean that these diversities
and resulting divisions and separations
are desirable in themselves or that they
are to be imndefinitely malatained.
Those who have oecasionally thought
gt have overlooked the fact that the
story of Babel in no way repressnts
these divisions as part of God's origi-
nal place for mankind, but rather as a
punighment whieh He regrettably in-
flicted upon men for the sin of their
arrogant dizobedience.

Disebedience and Confuston

And the ever valid truth with whichk
we are here confronted s that arro-
gant disobedlence to God always resulis
In raoral and H!‘rl'r‘i.Lu:l! eonfusion  of
tengues whick is veritable curse. It
divides men, alienates and separates
them from one another, confounds all
thedr work and brlngs it to a standstill,
o digaster or deeay,

Wag there sver & time when this
curse afflicted the world of men maore
obviously and more devastatingly than
now T Indeed, the forces that divide us
are threatening to destroy s,

Notions are divided by clashing
claims and warring interesiz, by rival
avalems of polities and  economics,
Gronps within nations are divided by
differences of race amd clasa, of cul-
ture and outlenk which someiimes fake
the Torm of dﬂ'pnmtqd 'pri:jndi{:ep andd
Jjealousice and fears, "We do not speak
the same language” is a saving that
implies “something much more critical
and profound than difference in sym-
tax and voeabulary.” It implles a sense
of allenation In thought, a great gulfl
cut across the aren of feclings and he-
liefs and aspirations where men amd

nations need to stand

The record tells us that when the
disciples were filled with the Haly
Bpirit, the first thing that happened

on  common

coafound them, Instead they find them-
selves unlted in a new fellowship and
mutual understanding. Thie iz what
happens again and again  wherever
there is obedience to the will of God,
whersver the Holy Spirit is at work.

growmnd,

The horror of divisions s to be
found even bobtween different religious
groaps. 80 deep are their differences
of belief and Interpretation and meth-
o sometifmes, that s exasperation
believers have been heard to say of
their fellowa: — "We just don't apeak
in the same language as they do.”

Familleg too are increasingly di-
vided by mutial ineompatibilities, jea-
lougies, resontments and guarrels
ending up in broken homes and di-
Varce,

And  individuals themsslves are
aften virtuslly split in two; not only
gehizophrenics, but even guite normal
people often feel inwardly divided, at
war with themselves, their own worst
encmies, .. =0 that quite often  yoo
catech & man out saying: “...1 just
don't understand myself.”

Bueh Is the pitiful and dengerous
plight of man. Confused and confound-
od, hie steps are dogged by division
and separation and disintegration, And
it all stems from his disobedience of
Ged, from the pride which makea him
think he can do without God, As @t
Babel, =0 here and now, disobedience
to God scatters and divides and alien-
ates.

Pentecost oz remedy and hope

But the same Hible which tells us
of Bahel alsn tells us of PENTECOST,
and in the fact and meszage of Pente-
cost lie our God-given  remedy  and
hope, Pentecost shows us God's power
at work in men who received Hiz mes-
wige and His Som, men who hombly
walted upon Him with prayer and pa-
tienee, men who  trosted Him o and
OREYED Him. On the day of Pente-
cost God's own Hely Spirit came upon
them and filled them. This was the
fulfilment of Christ's promize to
them. . . the Lord Himsell coming again
to them in the Spirit, the Living Lord
eoming to dwell in them and to be part
of them. Naturally, il made new men
of them,

And the first and immediate re-
corded result of it wae a reversal of
the curse of Babel, On that day of
Pentecost the first disciples and their
0y eonwverts of many nationg had a
unifying expericmce which transcen-
ded all their divislons of race and
language and which united them in w

was that they “began to speak in
other tongues™ and that they wers un-
derstood by a vast coamopolitan crowd
who cume from practleally every na-
tion under the sun; a long list of Lhem
is actually given. Mow it is agreed by
mist seholars that the “speaking in
tongues” referred to in this passage
orlginally had nothing to 4o with
speaking forelgn languages. Rather
hed it to do with a kind of religious
ecatasy often deseribed im the New
Testament and later deplored by Paul
g5 of less value than the other fruits
of the Bpirit.

But, on the day of Pentecost, the
tremendous fervour and excitement
with which the disciples hegan to apeak
was of guch A natore that It ienmedia-
tely drew the attention of all men and
made them feel the Presence and
Power of God, They understosd that
these disciples were speaking about the
wondrous things of God, thet God Him-
self was at work in them, that they
were Im fact filled with His Holy
Spirit, And when Peler further ex-
plained it to them in plain but inspired
waords, proclaiming the Goaspel-meszage
that in the erucified and risen Christ
God hed come to men in saving [ove
and renewing power, they were pro-
foundly mowved, they were cut to the
heart, they made whole-hearfed res-
ponae, That day there were 3000 of
them whe repented and belleved and
woere haptiged and  became  members
of the wonderful Christian fellowship
of believers whe .. . were of one heari
amd of one mind. .. who were together
with one aceord and had all things in
comman,” a fellowship where all divi-
giona and alienations had ceaged to
count and to exlst.

For the first time in history men
and wamen of many lands: and races,
hoth Jew and (entile, were united in
a fellowship of love which Enew no
wopa ralions and ne divisions. This was
the first reeorded vesult of Pentecost.
It was a stupendons thing. It was a
reversal of the curse of Habel,

And just as Babel ig gtill real where
men dlaobey God, =0 Pentecost iz real
too whaerever men obey God, wherever
they receive His Christ and follew His
Coapel in humble falth. A new Spirit
then comesa into them, the Holy Spirit,
pnd from that moment their different
tongues and all their alienating diver-
gitiee mno longer separate them and

Cannibal tribes at deadly feud with
one another In New Guines were
brought togeiher aimply by the cours-
geous preaching of the Gospel, At the
turn of thiz century, n pioneer mis-
gionary amongst them wrote thus of
them: - “God blessed the effort more
than we could ever have hoped, amd
to-day these tribes Intermiz and are on
the best of terms. To put it in one of

the bughmen's words to me: “We now

go to Orokolo and the Orokolo people
come to gs, without bowa and arrows
in our hands or anger In oor hearts.”

(rod s answer through Pentecost

Tn the fact and message of Penfe-
coet les God's answer to the division
and disintegration snd  dissension
which our disobedience hag wroonght.
Whether as individunls or as families,
whether ag groups or as races, whether
in this natlon or any other, we ¢an
only be saved by God, by the work
of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, by
our rFeceiving Him and trusting Him
and obeyving Him.

That is our only hope... whether
for our own divided selves or for our
divided world, the only hope of =alva-
tion, the only hope of wholeness and
unity and peace, is in the God of love
and truth who has revealed Himeelf
in Chrisi and who now comes to us in
the Holy Spirit, .. the only hope lies
i lurning to Him and receiving Him
and trosting Him and obeyving., Him,

And if that hope seems distant he-
ciabse =0 many people will not listen
in Ched or turn to Him, becanse some
nationsg are atheistic and hecnuse o
many have set their hearis upon their
awn parly policy and their own parti-
calar tower of Babel, ., then there is
all the more need that those imdivi-
dualz and groups and nations which
gy claim fo b Christion should ead
the way. There ia all the more need
that they should whole-heariedly re-
cefve Christ and obey God and open
their lives to the wark of His Spirit. ..
there is all the more need that they
should rveveal that umity and fellow-
ship and peace which the Spicit of (rod
produces.

« Hee. E. Pons i Minidder of Gardens
Preshyterign Churck, Cape Towr and
pHAl recenlip e chmirmen of e
Youlh Cominillee of the Présbiderien
Church of Zoutherm Africa
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die koninkryk van God? Hisr-
die vraag stel, veral ons walk,
voor dle strvd van die toekome
Bal ook ons ontwask om die
geweldige implikagiea te besef
en ong asnspoor om alles in te
werp om dle wolke tot die ko-
ninkeyk van God en sy ERrag-
tighcid fe beweeg? Om te slaag
gal ong a3 enkellnge en as 'n pe-
gering  die weergebore gees,
deur die Gees van God, moet
besit en besefen. THe gees sal
moet bepaal en moet beheers
belde ons persoonlike verhou-
dinge en ons regeringsbeleid
teenoor die Bantoes, Dat ons
denr die Geea van Chriastus ge-
lef sal word, moet ons daslikze
gebed en werk wees, Aan ont-
viugting is nie te denke mnie.
One mag ook nie deur onver-
akilligheid en elappe trasgheid
ong aap die stryd onttrek nie

One sal van Hom gelear most
ward em ons aen die leiding
deur gy Gees onderwerp. Wat
wil u he moet ek doen? God is
besty met Afrika en so ook die
duiwel, Laat ons met heelhar-
tigheid medewerkers wan God

wees, Ons Here Jesus het die
dulwel afgewys on  Homeslf
midde in dis steyd gewerp tot
aan die kruls en 'n ewig Bly-
wende gorwinning behaal, Last
one Hom nie in die stesl laat
nie. L Jy dan, my 8seun, wees
sgterk sooa "n goele hrygskneg
van Jesus Chrlstus",

WAAR IME VERANDERING
MOET BEGIN

Dile meta noin moet aller-
eers in onsselfl geskied, die ver-
andering van ong hele mens-
gvn, beide in woorde en dade,
beide in gelool en lewe, Die
steyd tussen geloof en die on-
geloof Joop almeer uwit op die
gehied van die praktiese alle-
daagee lewe. Mle op die teore-
tlese maar op die morele go-
bied &al die stryd verloor of
gewin word. DNe kommunisme
skep 'n karakter-cie wat ele-
mente bevat wat in dodelike
gtryd met die ehristelike lewe
en gelool is. Hartstogte word
nangeprys on  ontheten  wat
Chrigtus deur ay lewe en dood
veroordeel het. THe tyd  toe

tevlod weggeskram het wan "n
etiepe podedlens is verby, Die
ateyd op teorctiese gehied s
daar, maar die swaarstepunt s
verplaas op etiese gebied on die
praktiese lewe, Die kommuniz-
te i8 ¥ir niks meer bang ax vir
die christellke etlek wat 'n
hodre, edeler en kragtiger lea-
rakter ophon aa die van holle.
whlorele Bewapening™ is "n te-
ken van die tyd.

n Geleof wat deur dade en
gedrag ' beleld weerspreck is
magieloaz, Die oordeel gaan
nie sescer oor  enkelinge nle
maar «or volke en hulle rege-
Hngs. 'n Christéenvolk  kan
Christus verheerlik of verlogn,
Wette =al by die ho#re wil en
geregtigheid vam God getoets
maet word,

"n Volkaregering moet toon
wie sy burgers dien en wie hol-
e toebehoort, Oneg sien in die
lews van Jesus dle Seun van
God en ong moet deur ons le-
we bewys dat ans deur sy Gees
gelei en kinders van God s
(Rom. 8 ; 14 en 28, 200, Die
huis word op die vots pevestig
nie deur hulle wat s&  Here,
Here nie; maar deur hulle wat
die wil van die Vader doen.
(Bfat. T 2 21-249

DNTDEHKING DETUR
BEPFEINSING
Ha sal ong met die wil van
God bekend word T DNt is mak.
lik om na mense te luister en
deur mense beinvloed en gelei
te word. Maar God iz die on-
signlike. Daarom kan femand
alleen ma God luister en deur
gy God gelei word deur medi-
tamie. Nou iz dit hierdie | =iil
wees voor God® wat die wi-

reld nic ken nie YETRE &N
wat, helaas, deur
dende christene werwaarloos |

word. Dle meta noia geskied |

deur sulke ontmoeting met
God en as daar ooit 'n tyd was |
waarin die roeplng wvan die |
christendom is om mense voor |
Casd te bring, dan is dit noo,
Ikan =al die meta noia, die we-
dergeboorte deur die Gad werk-

likheid word, en sal mense en |

wolke . nie hualle lede stel tot
beskikking van die sonde nie
az werkiuie wvan ongeregiig-
heid mie, manr tot beskikking
van God en a= werktuie van die
geregtigheid in die diens wan
God”" 10 kan wverander, kan
weer pebore word deur  die
(Fees van God, sodat u in die
gepindheid van Jesus eal dink
et handel. (Fil. 2 : 5.3
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Redaksioneel
DIE EINDREDAKTEUR BESLUIT

Op Dinsdag ® April 1983 het die Ned, Geref. Sinode van
Build-Tranavaal dle volgende twee besluite oor ons blad genesm,

i e Sinode neem kennis van die bestaan, doel en werk-
metode van die onafhanklike blad Pro Veritate.
Vanwei die spanning en groepering wat ook deur hier-
die hlad bevorder word en die gevolglihke gpevaar daarvan
vir die eenheid van die kerk, raai die Sinode die lidmate
en ampsdraers al om deel (e neem aan die Pro Veritate-
poging en versoek hulle om ons eie kerkblanie te onder-
sbean.”

2 e Sinode nepaal dat die besloit wat geneem s ten
opsigte van Aanspreeklikheid vam Kerklike Diennars (b,
3y van Agenda) ook van toeepassing is op predikante en
lede van die Med Geref. Eerk van Suid-Tramavaal wat
in Pro Veritate shrywe,

Lassgenocemde besluit verwys na "n besluit rakende kritlek op
Sinodale beslulte wat die vorige dag geval het em wat eoos
volg lui:
wi¥ie Sinode nesluit dat alle ampsdraers en lede van die
Herk gebonde iz en gehoorsaamheid verskuldig is aan
Sinodale besloite, wat welliglik geneem s, en sulke
besluite sieeds behoort te verdedig,
Indien 'mn ampsdraer of lidmast in pemoede beswaard
voel oor "n Sinodale besluit wat in stryd mel die Hellige
Skelf sou wees of in stryd met die belange van Gods
Koninkryk, staan dit hom vry om fe bewys dal sodanige
besluit in stryd met die Skrif of die belange van die
Koninkryk is en aan te dring op sy herrocping of wysiging,

Sodanige kritiek op Sinodale besluite egter moet alioos
geskivd met Christelike waardigheid en selfbeheersing
en langs die koninklike weg van debai in herhlike ver-
gaderings en kerklike organe. Dit mag nesit die karak-
ter van openbare agitasie of shenrmaking aanneem nie
en aanlelding gee dai die wéreld die liggaam van Christos
laster mie.”

Uit die besluite moeet dus sfgelei word dat die meerderheld van
cdie Sinode van oordesl was dat die blad spanning en groepering
in die Kerk bevorder en dat sommige artikels bedoel is om
kritick op sekers Sinodale bealolte uit te apreek.

Hierdie twee beeluite het veanself die vraag laal ontslaan
hoe die posisie van  die endredakteur daardeur ge-affekbeer
word en hoe dit artikels rask wat deur Evangeliedienasrs of
lidmate van dic Ned., Geref, Kerk ln Suld-Transvaal wir pu-
blikasie aan Pro Veritate gestuor word.

In antwoord op hierdie vrae wil ons nou graag die vols
gende stel:

1.  Dit was nog boolg die bedoeling van die blad om die be-
gluite van enige Sinode van enige bepealde Kerk te kritisesr
nie. Sodanige houding of optrede sou ernstige afbreuk doen
apn die verhewe doelstellinge van die blad en sou 'n gees
openbaar wat nie die gesindheid van Christus weerspiegl nie,
Ag daar by 'n bespreking van vraagstukhe wat die Kerk wan
Christus in sy bredre verband rask egter sekere punte verder
toegelig word waarcor kerke reeds besluite mag geneem het
om  sedoende tob groter helderheld oor die Shrifwaarhede te
kom, 18 dit nog altyd asnvaar as 'n eerlike en opregte bydrae
tot die s noodsanklike teologiese gesprek, solank sodanige dis-
kussie in ‘n gees van Christelike waardigheid en veranbwoor-
delikheid gevoer word. Die inhoud van ons blad lewer vir elke
objekticwe leser die bewys dat die redakele hierdie voorwaarde
nagekom het. Dasrom het die tweede besluit oor ong blad, op
sigself geneem, vir ons as blad en a5 eindredakieur geen pro-
hleem ingehou nie omdag dit noolt ona bedoeling was of won
word om spesificke Bincdale besluite te kritiseer nie,

2. IMe eerste besluit oor Pro Veritate lsat man leraars en
lidmate van die Suid-Transvaalse Sinode 'n keose om voort te
gaan om steun aan die blad e verleen hoewel die begesrte soos
in die versoek uitgedruk sekér nie ligtellk verbygegaan mag
word nie. As hierdie besloit die enigste was wat die Binode
cor die blad geneem het, sou die eindredokteur, ter wille van
die wens van die Sinode, hom grasg dasrasn wou onderwerp
sonder egter om saam te stem met die redes wat in die beslult
sangevoer is. Die dubbele besluit egter, soos verder gekoppel
apn die beslult insake kritiek op Sinodale begluite, wil duide-
lik te kenne gee dat die groot cogmerk van Pro Verltate kel-
tick op sodanige Sinodale besluite sou wees, Bedanking van
die eindredaktenr op hierdie stadium sou dus n erkenning

weeg dat die blad mie kan voortgann en die eindredakteur mie
kan funksioneer sonder det dane gereeld of gedurlg hritlek
op Sinodole beslulte van die Binode van Buid-Transvaal ge-|
lewer word nie. Daarom sou dit nie reg wees teenoor ong Kerk
sowel as teencor ons blad om op hierdle stadiom te heda.u]-:l
nie, omdat daardear eedanige verkeerde indruk bevestig sod
word. Verder sou ook met reg beweer kan word dat hier ‘n
Evangeliedienaar 18 wat ter wille van 'n belangrike vertrou-
enepopisie waarin sy Sincde hom geplans het, sy diepste oor-|
tuiginge nou inboet of prysgee, I

En alhoewel ons nie saamstem met die algemens besluit|
wat op Maandag 8 April geval het nie (en ons standpunt hier-
oor saam met 'n aantal persone n 'n brief aan Die Kerkbode
geetel het) sal ons ae eindredakicur toesien dat die besgluit wm'
die Sinode van Suid-Transvaal insake kritiek op Sinodale be- I
sluite uwitgevoer word solank dit enigsing moocntlik is, does
dat geen kritiek op sodanige besluite gepubliseer sal word ko-
mende van 'n Ud van die Sinode wan Suid-Transvaal van die|
Ned. Ceref. Kerk. En as dit later mag blyk onmoontlik te wees
sal ons dit langs die wep dear die Sinode aangedul cnder aan-
dag van die Kerk bring.

Hierdie besluit wil geen dasd van elewillipe verset wees
nie, Dit is — en wil niks meer wees as — ‘n ootmoedige ge-
tulenis vir die handhawing van die vrye verkondiging van die
Woord deur gesprek en geskeif In coreenstemming met die
belydenis van dle Kerk, Wie enigiets anders daarin wil lees,
lees verkeerd,

[re besluit op sigsell geneem is egter nie genceg nie.
Om die opregtheld van die bedoelinge van die blad e bewys,
wil ona hier, met volle goedkeuring van die direkeie, "'n drin- |
gende versoek en asnbod aan die Med. Geref. Kerk doen so- |
wel ag aan al die Herke van Protestantse familie in Buid-!|
Afrika ml. om in die steeds toenemende behoefte wvan baie
Christene van die verskillende kerke te woorsien deur die op- |
rigting van 'n volweardig ekumeniese blad met dieselfde breé |
doelstellings as Pro Veritate. Die comblik wanneer dit geskied :
gal Pro Veritate bereid wees om in s0 'n groter poging op te
gaasn met prysgewing, indien nodig, van naam, redaksie e
adminigtrasle. Ons verstasn dat die Sinode van Noord-Trans-'|
vaal van die MNed, Geref. Kerk teen dle einde van die sitting i
'n beeluit in dié¢ rigting geneem het.

Watter vreugdevolle dag eal dit wees wanneer hlerdie
grootee Ideaal verwesenlik kan word!

Editorial
THE CHURCH IN AFRICA MAKES HISTORY

The establishment of an All-African Conference of Church-
e at Kampala is an historic event of great significance for
the Church of Christ in Afriea. Drawn together from 40 coun-
tries, 350 delegates combng from 100 different churches from
their respective countries unanimously decided to form such
a conference as a fellowship of consultatlon and co-cperation
within the wider fellowship of the universal Church and having
as basls the confession of Jesus Christ as God and only Saviour
according to the Beriptures. The genersl press has reported |
fairly extensively on the mein facts of the gathering. In our]
June izsue we hope to publish personal impreesions of the con-|
ference by Bishop B. Sundkler of Tangsnyika, Dr W, A, Bijle-
veld of Nigeria and Rev. A, 8, Labuachagne of the C.C.A.P. of
Nyassaland, Those of us who had the privilege to attend ﬂl.l-|
Conference were impressed by the measure of maturity in out-|
look of the African Christians, by their resolute atlitude bo)
move forward and by thele willingness to accept all asslstance
from fellow Christiang and churches of the Western world as|
long as it wae offered in a spleit of genuine Christian love and|
on an eqgual footing.

The influence of the Conference and its decisions will mot
only be felt throughout Africa as a whole but aleo in the life
of the Church in South Africa. Therefore all churches and
churchmen are well advised to take serious note of the deci-
gions of the ALACC, and to take all possible steps to inform
their chureh members and official bodies of the possible im-|
plications of these decisions, With the formation of the A—I’L-U-U.|
we enter & new era i the hlstory of the Church of Christ in
Africa the effect of which mo one e¢an foretell, But thia is|
abundantly clear: the image is that of a church moving reso-
Iutely forweard to o new Godglven destiny. '

RAS EN REALITEIT:
Artikels van prof. J. C. G, Kotzé

Az gevolg van 'm operasie wat prof. J. C, G. Kotzé moes|
ondergaan en die opdrag van gy gencesheer om noodsaaklike |
rus tydens die tyd van sy herstel, sal die volgende artikel m:
gy reeke eers weer verskyn wanneer die skrywer geleentheid
gehad het om dit te voltool na hervatting van sy werksaam-
hede. Red, |

{won are by called . .

YSTIR INTO FLAME THE
GIFT OF GO0 WHICH IS
WITHIN ¥OU TROUGH THE
LAYING ON OF MY HANDS"

—32TIM. 1 : G

Something is wrong with the
Church, ard there are many critics
and experts who are only toe ready
to offer all sorts of reasens and
cawses for cur weakness, Bt Paol,
it spems to me, bad the right ans-
wer, M ibe shadow of death, about
to die for the faith be confessed and
preached, be wrged one of his young
colleagues to "stir imto flame' the
spark thal was kindled  when e
was ordained a3z a Christan minis-

| ter.

Let wus be honest and comfess
that for wawy of us fhe fire has
gone cul and cold arey asbes are
left. 1 joim with my brethrem when
1 confess that e have growm dull
in the most excitieg fask ever diven
le miem, The sermices we  oenduct
are ragged, full of ploditedes, and
bore our people do ledrs, To listen
to us preack, ome wight think e
sere rdlay ammouncers calling oul
train deparfiure Hwees, We sedm lo
Be defeated men condemned fo serve
pur life sentences n bumblind, monwo-
fithic  organizations, iz fhis dull-
wess  ehich  umdermines onr Besf
efforts

Somefimes [z ds coused by
shably treatweent given to a minis-
ter, Condd we mal  all tell stories
of young digm o fire with  great
Eopes and plans Blocked ot cvery
Dainl by s J.n]rm.rﬂ without vreion ?
Somedimtes aee dromw careless oo
develions drd 17y to corer orr oe
emptieess by @ feverish rush of com-
mitlees and aclfvities. Them, in spile
of all our |‘lu'.'_rr|r'.'-, rII.h“.liH!r really
bappens i oiiF melaisey.

But for mosl of us dhe immer
fire s died becase spe hrave allow-
e rentine o kill fL How easy d
is fo adpesd osir faith so that it fee-
comes modhing more im0 mini-
s stamdard of bebapiowerr  Hosw
often the dead weight of ball-come-
mitled Christiars prevemts us  sép-
piig the wifisesses to fadlh arcusd s
like o cloud! e Beceme so preec-
cupied with pur  feelings thal owr
spork suffers and we get fired and
disconraged. Somebody said of Tehn

| Weslew: " The most impressive thing
| aboul bim is that wo matter whal

be felt like, he went osowith  bis
job — living by fasth-m-Cheist med
by feelimg-fi-Fmself,”

Howr o arvedd fhis? Panl ad-
vizes Timothy fo remeneher i ore
dimation, e must relurn §0 o4F
imagimaliois to the scemes of our
aordimation and  remew owr ministies
by relivimg  that  decisive  momenl.
Let ws remember the guestions that
were asieed amd the answrers we dare:
“Te you befiepe in your Deart that
B Are you
determidned out of the Haly Serip-
tures 5o fo imslruct [he peopde . . 7
Wil wou be difigent in prayer . . .
We must stand again before Grad
ard Bz people to ansaver those gues-
tions with a [lammg zeal 0 cur
bearts and a deep jor im owr sonls
And the miracle takes place, for dhe
iarer flame Bursts inlo fire agam fa
burn np my discouranesent and fris-
trtion, The gift God gome ue then
be remews cvery Wime we stir e the
inser fire,

RO
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GOI’NS REALITY
and the ideologies oi men

IN CONNECTION WITH THE FIRST THESIS OF THE THE OLCGICAL DECLARATION OF BARMEN

The interpretation of the Barmen Declaration, and in particular
of its first sentence, is to be preceded by the magnificent words
with which Karl Barth, in summer 1933, concluded his treatize:

Theological Existence, to-day!

“If God in Jesus Christ exisls en-
tirely for us men, the Choreh, too ae
the plaee in which His glory abides,
has to exist entirely for the sake of
men, and consequently the German
Protegtant Church for the sake of the
Crermsn Protestanl people.  Howewer,
we have to be this people as thoess who
we are, and with the mission that hae
been  glven to ws.  Our  mission,
however, g to perve the Word of God
amongst this peaple. We do not only
gin hefore (eod, hut we alao sin belore
this people if we take up olher ideals
and tasks which are nol our mission, .,
and this mission is to be carried out,

reginrdless  of  whether  our  people
wishes it or not. .. We must not b
surprised, if sll oor efforts  lead to

the contrary... The German people
will ke in need of exbhortation and of
Phe consolation of the Ward of God. ..
Where did gll those concept go which
cven p year fago, amd for handeed
vears before that, were called freedom.
justice, and spieit? Now  these arve
remporal and ti:lrth!}' pSsEEEIONS,

All fhesh i= like grass. Moo doubd,
miany pecple in ancient and in recent
fimes had to repounce these posses-
siome, amd wa= ahble to renounee them
when the daring enlerprise of o lo-
falitarian sinfe required this, Har ihe
Waord of our God stave for ever. Every
day — for every day passes  inta
glernily = it ks trwe and indinpi:mulir.
Therefore, even in a totalilarian state,
Chureh and theology are wnot allowed
to Tall into a hibermating sleep, nor
[TTET II'IIL':I.' alliw themselves to he given
A moralorium™ ¥ or bo be identified with
i principbe, They are the natural limit
of every state, even of the tetalilarian
agtate. Even im lhe dofalitarinn state,
the people live by the Word of Gaod, .,
Church and iheology have 1o serve this
Word for the anke of the people. For
this reason they are the limit of the
atate. .. In the special coneern which
has been enirusied o him, the thealn-
ginn muost stay awake, a lomely hird
on & el — that is on the earth —
but beneath the wide open sky, Let the
German theddoginns and  Christians
stay awake, or, ahould they have been
sleeping, lel them awike to-day!™

ENO” to the wdeology of the
it Lo

It is the characteristic of the good
fews which we are given by Jesus
Christ, that the jowful aceeptanee of
Him is constantly pushing us inte a
pain[’ul contradiction. The acoeptance
af the good lidings does not simply af-
firm the situation in which we find
ourselves, but very often implies the
conteary: a passlonate pegation of the
mast haly possessinns which are vene-
rated everywhere, a “no” fo all cus-
toms  which  were accepted without
questioning, a "no” o things which
were accepted as good and right, This
iz the contradiction of the Gogpel of
which Barth thinks here, ne he wae
faced with the then generally acceptad
sentenee, thal the Church has to serve
the people,

This claim that the Church has ino
serve the people was not only roised
oulgide the Chuarch, in “secularized”
amd pelitiesl cireles, bul was  Indeed
preached inside the Church; @t ap-

* A moraltrium 15 a legal oudihord.
zadian 1o defer pEyment fEd. )

peared as w sialement which was not
to be doubied. And it does indesd soond
very conviacing: & word of Jesus siys=
that the Sahbath day exisia for the
sake of man, not man for the sake of
the Sabhath., Consequently it was
theught that the Church existed Tor
the gake of man, anid Aot man for the
sake of the Church, and that therefore
the Charch had to serve the people.
Bui if — inatead of speaking of man
a# an individual eapable of love — we
apeak of “the people,” @l iz possihble
(poasible, nof necessary) that, imper-
ceplibly, an understanding of man
creeps in, which sees him merely as a
member of his nation, asx the Yolks-
gensase” ) dand thus man s finally
lonked upon oaly as the material which
constitutes the greatness and the
clory of a peaple.
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In saying that the service of the
Chureh  is due, mot direcily to man,
but to the Word of God, Karl Earth
praotected the truth of the sentence
that the Church has o serve man
Irom digtortion. This  interprelation
sees o it that man is not neglected
and destroyed, and that he reeeives
hig due; for the Word of God which
la mentioned here, 18, as we shall see,
the Word of that God who has de-
vided to be present for men and who
Himself, by His Word, serves His crea-
tures, i.0, men. By not serving man
direetly, therefore, but  serving  the
Waord of God, the Church does indesd
sefve map In an indirect way. This in-
direet way protects the Church from
the claims which mon think justified:
it safeguards the Church against the
power and command of men who re-
present secular and politienl authori
ties and it protects the Church againsi
the demends of a well-meaning (bt
misgnidedy piety within the Charch.
The Church lives under the command
of a Word which precedes it, surpasses
it pnd over which it cannot disposs.
Thus the service ia not rendered with-
in the Church's own authority, but {1
is rendered In a way which has al
ready been determined.

The fnct eenstitutes p protection to
min himself. As the Church does nm
serve man directly but the Word of
Gid, man — who indesd needs the ger-
vice of the Church s removed Froem
thee Field of human intentions. The
principal and ultimate needa of man
are not determined by man's own ar-
bitrary will, bui they have already
heen deckded upon by CGod, If humen
arbilrarFinesg woere the deoizive faclor
men would, as actually happens oon-
stantly, and with the best intentions
be eonverted into the mere material of
human intentions and plans. By aer-
ving the Word of God, the Chureh
teivches us o allow ourselves b be
guided by the superior woice of this
Word in any service we may perform,

% Falkapemossd, lerm isdd by the Nationa!
Soctafigls fo deseribe  the “member of
the peaple™: Mieral dransloflon: “Com-
e of e people”. fEd.)

and, in doing so, i ballds & wall of
protection agrinst the olherwise wna-
voddable tranaformation of man {rom
the abject of our goodwill to the mate-
rinl of our arbitrarinese. Thie trans-
formation can be illusteated by ao
many examples from the history of
mankind as well ag from the history
of the Chureh. It is this very transfor-
mation we are refercing (o, when we
talk about the "“idenlegization” of hu-
man action,

At the same time a wall of protec-
tion is built against the "h’]l:ﬂl.ﬂ,g:lu:a-
tion" of man himself. Each person is
a member of a people, — that ia troe,
But the significance of this member-
ship for our life, ag well as the inter-
pretation of the word  “people”™  for
nation, imply guestions  which muast
never he answered once and for all
Thowe concepls must never be impri-
pomed in and identificd wilth oerinin
theoriez of the nation and its members,

That was, however, exactly what
happened when, in 183%, it was pro-
claimed that the Church had to serve
the pesple. Man was identified with
the Volkagemsase (comrade of  the
pecplet, and the nation was dentified
with the politice]l National  Soedalist
movement that had triomphed within
the nation, and this movement was
wbentified with a new political theory
which wies taken 1o be the preomlae of
salvation for the people. It was this-
identification of a certain group of per-
sz — of Lhe political movement amnd
= “leader™ — with the natbop an the
ame hamad and with the corresponiling
pilitieal theory on the ather, which
made the development fatal, As such
fatal and dangerous identifications area
constantly belng made, in a sreat va-
riely af different forms, [ wanl Lo
cmphasize here how the Chorch ser-
ving only the Word of God brings
auch identifications to an end. These
identifications conetitute a  method,
which, by the use of an acl of moral
or theological juggling, deprive man of
frecdom in his own decigions and of
hie reaponaibility, and subjugate him
tetally Lo the rule of man, They tell
him: "“As wou are commitbed (o this
community, wvou have to acecpt such
and such a theory Jideclogy.) or you
must Alan submit wneonditionally 1o
certpin peraons. a  certain  type of
lepdership, & cerkain bype of govern-
ment.,”

The necessary capacity of
distinguishing

It is, however, precisely one of the
tasks of the Church in the world to
develop a eapacity for distinguishing,
to demand distinetion lor the sake of
a Fhan's :|'-|-.]'.'u1iul'|:h|p to God, and for
the sake of our obedienee to God. The
Church bhas te teach the distimetion
between the Kingdom of God and the
Church, as well as between the Lord
af the Church and the Church as the
eommunity of His servants, between
the Goeapel and Chureh organizations
and instlitutbons which are to serve Lhe
Gospel, betwoen the Chureh itself and
its empirical organs and forms of or-
ganizaticne, — and, correspondingly.
between the nation and bts represen-
tatives, Wherever men want Lo domis
Bate and :uhjug'nlc ather men by
meang of deceptive identifications, the
Church must be the place where
digtinetions are upheld. MNow the
Church was asked to become dishoyal
L Lhis task, a task sn imporiant for
all earthly freedom. when the principle
was proclaimed that the Church had
to serve the people — and this in turn
wig puppesed Lo mean that it had to
serve the Vilkische Bewepung, ie. the
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National Sorialist  movement, which
pretended io serve the peoples’ best
interest. — The Church was supposed
o bestow its blessings upon it in the
name of God, and to supply it with le-
gitimate Christian sanctions from the
Christian iradition, frem the Bible and
from  Christinn  Confessions. The
Church was expecited to incorporale
the theorles of this "Movement™ into
its preaching, and thus, to proclaim
them as the will of Gaod, I:Elh'l.l.'ll.l|&|‘:l!':l."
for all Christians, Thus the Gospel was
treated as means to justify ideclogical
ends (the Nationalkst movementy, and
Gl wais supposed to give strength and
in hless undertakings which had arkzen
{from human infiiative, remson, and
imagination, entively apart from ohe-
dienee o His will,

For the Chureh itself, for its mis-
alon and ite message, it was, therefore,
of utmost fmportance to aee how it
renched to Bhis r.'h:J]]EI'l_gE-. Apart fram
that. it alss was of great political Lem-
portance; for lts decision would work
cither for a stronger establishment or
for the disselution of this dentifica-
tion which denied freedom and intro-
duced slavery, The fact that st lepst
n eonsiderahble part af the Christian
Chureh refused be aeeept the elainss
of this identification, and, among the
Protestante, formed the "“Confessional
Chureh™, was, therefore, an importent
paliticnl foctor in the hiatory of the
Third Beich, Tn the course of Lthe war
the “Confesajional Chareh™ was reduoc-
el by Torce to a remment which was
hardly any lenger able 1o e, but even
this remnant used (ks lasl ressolrces
to refuse ohetinately what was deman-
checd From ie.

In such a situation the concept of
the “limits of the state” will become
clear in the =ens=e in which 1t wag
uaed by Karl Barth {ser the above
guatation . The Confesgional Chureh
did not resist the  identifications
{Gleichshaliung ) we spake abowut, in
the way in which an pdministration
may draw a dividing line belwesn two
different Flelds of work., =0 that they
dn not overlap; nor was It the inten-
tion of the Confessional Church o
withdraw into the ivory tower of a
religlous existence. When Barth speaks
abeiat the Chureh with its special mis-
gion, he does oot refer to o retirement
inte an “inward life.” but to a limita-
tion of the fleld of political influence,
which is of wital importance for the
life of man as well as for the 1ife of &
gtate. We might even speak of a Yde-
motion™ f this word 18 not used to
deseribe “loss of honour', but  ihe
ahifting «f all demands which can b
made on earth to 8 more modest  posi-
tion.

Certainly it is possible (o make
demanids on behall of the State, on he-
half of o political group or of 2 certaln
philosophy, and certainly the Chrisdi-
an, who was assigned a place in this
world hy God, muast e allowed to
participaie in such demands, Bot fhese
demands will only be  “right” and
avoid tyranny il there is a limit where
they end amd if they are subject to (he
name which appears above the Barmen
Welaration, the nome of the triune.
living Cosd, — Iny these vears, an old
Advent song “Nun janchzei  all  ihr
Frommen™ {“Now rejoice all ye faith-
ful} appeared to us in a new lighi,
It smvs imoits third verse (frec Eransls-
tiomd: AN yve high pentates, accepl
this king: accept His advice and walk
the right path which leads to heaven.
For if wou despise him and only seek
your own power the wrath of the
higheay will find wou, . .”

. To page O
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Pro Veritate

Lot wns dit versigrig, as mede-shuldiges. maar tog daidelik sé dat die christene en ker-
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feet. Croke elie Staat wat die dienskneg van God 15, verstaan nie meer presies wat die

wel van (eodd iz nie en gonn pie volledig vanuit die Belofte en die Kruis-evangelie met
mie o et boonop met die biotjie g wat aan die heidene gegee 15

die wot van God om
{ Romeinse reg) sy

onderdane onury.

rye

Kinders

s, 1, 1. Vermaak™

Mou wil ons hier handel eor die vry-
heid wan die kinders van God, Huolle
wepet vireers: Jesus iw Here? an: Hy is
vey! Wie dit werklik verstaan en glo
as die enige inhond van die geloof, ken
geen juk van dienshaarheid meer nie,
nie wat homself betref nie en ook nie
wat andere sangaan nle. Vandag g by
vy want vandag is vir hom die dag van

—dbe Here, en mare het vir hom geen

angs wal gestalte neem in gestrengheid
e krempagilgheid nie want die boe-
koms is die Here ae koms na hom, Jesws
iz Here. Dt beteken dat glster, vandag
en more Syne is en die wereld Syne ge-
ward het deur God se allesnboedoen,
Aldles i= Syne en alle mag in hemel en
op aarde behoort aan Hom, Alles! Al
le mag! Dunfom het niks ¢n niemand
naas Hom nog werklik aanspraak mnle,
nog tyd wat tyd genoem ken word en
mag wal nog werklik mag is nie. Hy

® Fram page 4

GOID'S REALITY

A pusitive declaration

The & theses of the Barmen De-
in the fol-
lowing way: they are headed by a
number of particularly  significant
Bible passages which are followed by
a positive thesis or affirmation, uposn
which follows the antitheais of repu-
dintion:  "We pepudiate the false
teaching. . " This means that the pole-
mic element has  reeeived  the  laat
place. In formulating them in this way,
the authors confess four things:

1. We are allisd, nol primarily by op-
pogition, but by a positive element,
which then resulis in 5 negation of
certain things.

2. We confess that everything that is
good on earlh arisses from the po-
gitive element, nnd that Ehe neyga-
tive element can only be good in
an far as it conetitutes the “other
side” of somelhing poaitive.

3, What we eall positive, has not besn
proclaimed by ws  in oour  OWnD
authority, but is something which
wi were told and which we repeat
RN

4, However, in GUr own ruﬁpnmlh&llt}'
and with aur own present-duy words
we formulate this pogitive senten-
ce oursclves. We are not “gram-
mophone records” of Lhe Bible,
The Barmen Declarntion doss not

simply quote the Bible, nor does it

tnke its sentences out of old dogmos
mnd ronfeszional state ments of the

Chureh; on the contrary, it wanie to

confess that in this encounter with

Jesus Christ man is awakened to be &

living subject. @ Teo be continued

S —

" OWith ackmoawledpemend b fhe O Eniger
Feriay, Mawmick, faod kindly pot Prel
Golfuier's menuseripl g our  disposal
ared fo Mizs Elizebell Lindenberg of the
Eramenton! nstitole of Bogseyr a0ho frams-
feted fhds article from Germon dvte Enge
iET fEd.;

— —_ -

het Sy npam oor die wéreld vab menss
vitgeapreek. Die tyd ls vol. Al die
Jmagte” s ontkler, tentoongesicl, in
dig stof gesleep en is net ON-mag.
Dasrom sé die Hera: Vress vir niks. Ja,
God apreek sy bevrydende  woord:
Suid-Afrika, vrees nie. ., omdat Jesos
Here i= Hy I8 dit eenvoudig. Sonder
teensprank. Of dit erken word of nie.
Dit juis iz ons bevevding, Hy het ey
hritlstroon hestyg =n sy kruisregiring
aanvaar, Daar het Hy die plek geneem
van alles wat i die hemel en alles wiil
op die aarde & wat tesame aan die
nietigheid en chacs onderworpe Was
en ook wan ons wal 8y vyande was.
[it is dle versoening. So het die ko
ninkryke van die wiéreld dié van onse
Hero geword en van ey Chriaius,

D¢ Groot Leuenaar het Homo dit
pangebied lungs 'n ander weg, maar
dit het Byne gewnrd omdat God dit in
Abraham asn Christus beloof het, Die
wireld-van-menge is God Syne omdat
God san sy belofte gotrou is. Yolgens
Danlel wie se profesie van Jesus ver-
vul ig Luk. 18 w=. 31 i= al die teen-
standige rvke {wat ook idereen se eie
klein sondervk 81 in een oomblik te-
gelyk oorwin en vermaal tot stof. Wat
ang nou nog sien van die maghe iz die
stol van hulle tob poeier vermaalde ge-
staltes. Slege In die verleiding van dic
lenen kyk mense nog teen hierdie mag-
te vas a5 n lnaste werklikbheid, Alleen
vanwes kleingeloof by ong, kan, wal
cns off na die vlees sien, ons verskrik.
En alleen b eie geregligheld ia ons
danarer wenkbroy-omhoogirekkend
geskok asof dit nie die puin van one
wie gonde 8 nie

Jesus 15 Here!

Al wai kan geheur is dat ons wil
N verstik in die siof wat die oor-
woonme vyand maak wal agter die Here
pe onrwinningswa  aangesleep  ward.
(Ontleding van Kol, 2 ; 15), O daardie
stof mou ‘n bylmoord s op twee weer-
lose ouw mense, of geweld in die Paarl
ax teken van die rassehonflik, of die
atoomultharsting in die grost wirveld
of ook die dinge waarbeen die leraar
gereeh] moet preek, dit kan egter nic
die kruisheerskappy van Chrisius oor
mense relatief of afhanklik maak of
dit ongedaan mank om ons =0 werklik
en finpal te hedrelg nie. In die aange-
alg vam alles weel ons en gefuig ons:
Jeaus §x Here. Hy het die wéreld-van-
men=e anrwine Ja, ons kén die sonde
(mens teen mens en mens teen Good)
in =v klein en sy groot dan ook slegs
vanuit hierdie oorwinning =008 wal nns
wvok die duiwel en die magte van chuaos-
tussen.mense vanuit die triomf van die
Here ken,

Jesus is Here! Dmarom s sy rvk
song 'n mosterdsand en 'nosuurdesg wat
onweerstaanbaar  werk, 80 ohweer-
staanbaar dat daasr waar e  weer-
astand. wal sekerlik weerstand is, op sy
felste was toe dit die Here wan die
heerlikheid gl:!-:rl.lis:lg het, Cod daars
mee die genaderyk laat kom het. So
het God geantwoord op die dinge waar-

stiictrdl Eu'tl't'e-.-p:. Sz flle vt die swonrd hanteor saom met die
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terwyl hulle vergeet dat God gesd ket
Die Here sal wir julle stry en julie
et il wees, IFt Is die nuus van
hierdie heer-skap van God en van s¥
koninkryk wat dic reddingskrag is vir
mense-gaam-met-mense. Maar dic het
ons vergect of nie werklik geweet nie.

Vandaar ons angs en krampagtig-
heid in kerk en maaiskappy, in gods=-
diens en politlek, Godsdiens en poli-
tick op hierdie konkrete ausrvde is tog
gemoeid mel  mense-in-hulle-veehow-
dings. En juis hier is  dit dat die
Lmapie” segpenskap kom eis on waar
dic prins van dle donker wou hewrs.
Muar Chrizius het ay werke verbreek,
Daarioe ket God Meps geworil,

Hy het die plek kom meem van die
mena-teen-God en die mens wal been
sy naaste ls, Chreistua is tot sonde ge-
mask en daarmes |5 dle sonde eens vir
altvd in die woleinding van die eeuns
weggeneem, (Heb, B : 28 en Nagm.
Form.y Hy wat die Heer van genade
is allecn het nog tyvd plek en reg in
hierdie wéreld. Wat Hy gedoen het, be-
gliz ook hierdie weéreld en Bepaal die
einde van alle dinge.

20 kan ons ons volkome op Hom
vorlnat, Dt is 'n.':l‘j-'l:'ll‘."id.

e aksie van ongeloof

og ongelect laal mense gryp na
die evangelie” en die reddingametodes
van die ou Farisefirs en na die Wapoeas
van Judas en Petrus wat die Evange-
lie wan (God noghile verstaan het nie.
Dasrby is ons moontllk nog  dronk
van .mag" wat egter oniks" s nie
sodat ons ons onvryheid nie as sodanig
herken nie. ook nle ong angs, krampag-
tigheid en ongeloof nie.

Mt die . mag” wat ons= het, hang
oris o oral swaar =bette san deors
wat (uwl oopgempak hei en it daar
wagte metl vlammende swaarde voor,
Oimiedat ons veees vie ander . maghe’.
Omdat ons nie zlo in die onrwinning
van dic Here en in die vevheid van
God nie. THe moeilikheid i=: On= glo
nie dat liefde wat sy geatalte het in
vergiffenizs die ALMAG wvan God is
waarmee Hy Almagiig i= om die Va-
der van mense | goddeloses wal Hy ge-
regverdig het) te wees nie. Ons glo
mie diet dit =% sleutel tot die lees van
die Bybel is en ook die sleutel wasr-
mee alleen mense hevry word om aan
Cid e behoort en aan mekaar nie.

Ome vevheid e om daarby te wees,
by die God wat vry bs vir ons, en daar
wasr Hy sy kragtige dade doen met
betrekking tot die HELE mens in sy
HELE konkrete situssic teenoor hom-
sell en elke ander wese wail die naam
mens dra, Veyheld = om te glo dat
Cod die wireld-van-menze n ay Hand
gekry het, Bterke, Reddende Hegler-
hand, Jeaus-hand, deurboorde hamd,
waarin (rd vry wae om Homself onder
ona apn ons Le laal bind tussen i mens
&n 5y naaste,

e Wet as bevel en belofte

Hiervan alleen het die wet geluig,
dic wel wat wvanouds soo08  vandag
onmeontlik dic mens red of verbeter
of 8y noodeituasic verhelp, Hoe gryp
ons dan na die wet en sy metgeseal, die
swiard, juks dasgr waar ong sonde man
die lig tree, dit is my wverhouding tot
'n ander mens, ras of nagie? ... om
daarmes dinge te wil regmank? Hier
kan ons nie die wenkbroue opirek om
mocttlike pusifisme te bevrnagteken
mie, Dt gaan hier om die geloof, Ons
maet verstaan wat die aktiwiteit van
die geloof is. Ok die roede, steafvoor-
gkrifte en wette van die . Ou Testa-

oo kerls en stant hulle hoofde breckbient” bring ona tot geloof. Die roede

wad die staf van die Hodpriester, oan-
der die verseendeksel en vol amandel-
blesigels as teken van God se haastige
genade wat die Plassvervanger slaan,
Ook die Wet in die Bybel het ni die
Belofte gekom en het dle volk bewaar
tof op die tyd dat Hy gelkom het wat
daarpnn voldoen het, Jesus na wic die
wat ong gelei het. Hierdie wet, met sy
geastrengheid en die straf wab dit in-
how, se deug ig dat dit ons doodmaak,
il hou nie ons moontlikhede aan ons
vaor nie maar wat vir ons onmoontlik
ia, [¥t bring ons by ons abaolute grens
maar by daardie grens ix Jesus ge-
kruisig,

Vanuit dic Evangelie walb slegsa-
maar evangelie is, sal die Kerk oor die
wet moet profeteer, en egal die Staal
immer verplig wees om te vra waller
wet hy moet hondhaal en hoe hy met
daardie wel God se dienskneg i en
moet weee om pnie 'n algedsdienaar te
wees nie, Bo ook sal hy moel vea wat
die swaard 1z wat hy moet hantesr en
Teis.

Fersherping van wette

Faulus =& dat die wal onder die
wet is onder die vioek i= en datl die
gene wal met versherping vanm welie
die mens-teeneer-mens  wil  verheler,
van die genade verval het. i iz ern-
stig, S0 een hel ‘n vyand gewornd van
Chrisins, tenspyte van of juis met =3
ernstige en opreghe voornemens, godls-
dienstigheld en hervormingspreings.
Jesus hel ges=t dat wie die swaard np-
neem deur die swaard sal val, Lot
om=  dic swaard maar =0 letterlik of
an geestelik neem as ons wil. Hee kan
ons dif voor die kruis regverdig? OF
herken ons dic swanrd nie omdat dit
an subtiel geword het of kunstig toege-
drani i= in goedsdienstigheid, tradisic
en gehede”? IHL is alleen wanneer
onz die Heer-mag van die Here In ons
hele honkrete situasie mic vir omom-
stootlik waar hou nie, dat mense God
se owerk wil =¥ hand neem soeos wal
Ahraham gedoen het mel die veraek-
himg van Tsminel.

Die moeilikheid b= one glo nie ek-
gigtenaleal dat kruis en leding die wé-
reld oorwin nie en dat Jesus se ly-
ding in die gemeente wat sy liggaam
is, wvoltooi word nie. Daprom fs ons
bang om e ly. Ons veratpan dic roe-
ping tot en die sip van Iyding nie en
g0 ook mie die aard van die corwinning
nle. Daarom werwerp ons lyding en
lmat ander ln die proses ly, Ons mag
eghter ophou veees en ons begin troos
daarmee dai lyding wan die gemesnte
Ivding saam mel Jesus s Pas voor ay
krula het Hy gesé; Nou fa dit die ooe-
desl van hierdie wéreld. .. Nou =al
die owerate van hierdie wereld builen-
toe gedeyl word. Tt is volbring, 5o
knn die Here van die opstanding =8:
Vrees vir niks watb julle sal ly mie, The
vyand is immers sodanig oorwin dat
hy now. hoe teen sy sin ook, die ho-
ninkryk van God wat 'n keninkryk vir
mense is, moet dien,

Ho kam ons ons foeping vervol am
saam met Christus boitekant die laer
Sy smaad te dra. So sal ons die sin van
kerk-wess hegryp en sien dal God se
einddoel nie die Afrikinervolk of ook
enige ander volk ter wéreld is mie, maar
=y honinkryk vanm nasies wat gedra
wordl denr hulle worlel, die Jood. S
veg oms dan nie vir selflehoud nie
omiat ong vrve kinders van Gaodd is, ja
omifat Jesus gewnarsku het dat hy wat
=¥ lewe wil behou dil =8l verloor. Oms
weet dat hy wal in vevheld sy lewe
LAflE" om Jesus wil, dit =al wen. Selfs
in die finpalste vorm van lyding en
verlles kan ons niks verloor nie omdal
ons reeds alles by die kraisiging ver-
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Pro Feritate

'n Spesiale

DIE GEYSER - SAAK ===

Teneinde hierdie saak op “n sinvolle wyse te kan volg is dit miskien nodig
om net kortliks die kern waarom dit gegaan het tvdens die kerklike verhoor,

wwos weergegee deur die kommissie van die

Algemene

Kerkvergadering. te

skets, Uit die amprelike .El;]'JI'WE van die Kommissie van die .ﬂgl‘:m&m‘r Kerk-
vergadering van die Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk in ..Die Hervormer™ van
Junie 1962, verneem ons as volg:

IME KLAG

wlie klag hou in dat die
aangeklaagde, hoofeaaklik in
=y eksegese van Fil. 2 : 611
maar «ok in ey witleg van an-
der Bhriftourplekke sowel as
deur middel van witlatings ty-
dene die onderrig wan ander
vakke, sy studente onderrig
het op "B wyse wat cksklosief
d;nimta laat wir dic opvatting

£t -

(a)] Christus in status vodr
By menswording, sowel as
daarhia, ondergeskik was asn
Crod.

b7 T¥e post-ekelstente
Christiis "n hobr status bekles
ns die predkeistente Chrelstes.

Diie klmere voer aan dat die
anngeklaagde aodoende -

{a) Afgedoen het asn dic
wanragtigtige, ewlge godheid
van Christus. .. en sodoende.

(b1 Die belvdenis van die
Kaork in die Athanasium in ar-
tikel 6 .. .esowel ag in artikel
24, .. bestry het, Gencemde
artikels lui:  Maar die Vader,
die Seun en die Heilige Gees
het éépn Godheid, gelyke oer,
en mede-ewige majesteit” (8)
0 ,,...ia hierdie Drievuldig-
hetd is niks cerste of lanste
nie, niks meeste of minste nie:
maar al drie Persone 12 onder-
ling mede-ewig en  volkome
aan mekaar gelyk.

Dhe Algemene Hommizals
het prof, Geyeer skuldig be-
wvind aan dwaalleer.

DFSONMENT

«I¥e kommiszsie 3 bewus
van die feit dat die verkondi-
ging vam 'n dwaalleer deur die
Skrif en deur die kerk van
alle eeue 88 "n sware sonde
veroordee]l = Daarom hel die
Nederdoltach Hervarmde Kerk
in die verlede geen leerveyheld
geduald mie en kan die Kerk dit
now ook nie doen nie””

Jevolglik het die hommis-
gle nadat hy hevind het dat
prof. Geyser skuldig is  aam
dwaalleer, ernstige corweglng
aan die volgende vrae geskonk:

(i} Watter betekeniz geheg
moet word pan  die  dwaling
van die betrokhke professor,

by Watter versagtende
nof  werswarende oorwegings
nandng verdien.”

et (m)  betref het die
kommiseie gevind dat dit gaan
om die perscon  van  Jesus
Chrigtns en sy plek in die God-
delike Drfe-senheld. Deur te
leer dat Christus voor sy mens-
Wﬂ]’dil!.g 'n minderes en onder-
geshikte rang, posisie of sta-
tns teenoor God die Vader be-
klee het en dan van God die
Vader te spreek as Cod so-
presm”, kom na die oordee] van
die Kommissie onvermydelik
dnarap nesr dat afgedosn word
aan die betehenls van die plek
van Chrietus in die Goddelike
Dric-eenheid. Az In  gedagle
gehou word watter sentrale en
geherl enige plek Christus be-
klee in die verlossing, en die
hetekeniz wat dit vir die ge-
Toof van die gemeente van die
Here het dat Christus waarig-
tige God was, van ewigheid on-
eehape en gelykwaardige per-
woonl in die Goddelike Deie-cen-
held, g dit duidelik dat st
die asnpeklaapde anngaande
Christus preéksistent geleer
het, in 'n baie ernstige lig ge-

slen moel word. Dit tas die fon-
dament en hoeksteen aan
waarop Verlossing rus,”

WTen opsigte van (b)) be-
vind die Kommissic dat as daar
verder gelet word op die hon-
ding en aptrede van die profes-
sor in die klns, waar sen van
die klpers sy belydenis witge-
spreek het, dan blyk dit dat
die studente in sy ekeegeseklas
anngevoe]l het dat dle profes-
aor Fil. 2 =0 vertaal en udtlé
dat dit volgens bulle sortulging
'n vermindering en verlaging
van die persoon van Christus
beteken. Tor hulle probeer het
om hom hiervan te laat afsien
kon hulle nie daarin slaag nie.
Hulle bhet verskillende Skrif-
gedeeltes as bewyee vir hulle
begwnar aangehanl. masr hy
het hulle poginge teengestaan
en ten elpde raad het een van
die klaers opgespring en gesd:
LEk bBely, .7 en toe 'n belydes
nis wilgespreck woarmee by
die Ewige Zodheid en volkome
gelykheid van Christus in die
Dirig-eenheid wou heklemioon,
Toe moes die professor gesien
en begryp het dat sy vertaling
en ekpegess die betrokke stu-
dente ernstig geshok het om-
dat hulle sortuip was dat hy
die persoon van Christua wer-
kleineer. THe professor moes
ook hier daaraan gedink het
dat hy deur die Herk wertrou
e en dat die Herk asn hom
die wvorming wvan sy toekom-
stige Evangeliedienaars mede-
toevertron het. Hy moes toe
genoeg  veranbwoordelikheid
aan die dag gelé hel om te be-
sef dar by besig is om die ge-
loof van jengmanne wat aan
die vooraand van hulle toela-
ting tot dic diems van dic
Evangelie staan, so ernstig te
ekok dat eem wvanm hulle so 'm
angewone gedragelyn volg om
op te spring en staande sy ge-
loof in die klas teenoor &y pro-
fessor te bely.'

~Toe  die professor egler
hierop geantwoord het: | Dit
staan jou ¥ry om so te hely —
ek kan nie op grond van my
Muwe Testament nie” het hy
hom skuldig gemaak aan 'n on-
verantwoordelikheid wat haie
ernstige gevolge vir sy studen-
te kan hé. IHe Kommizsie kan
nie andere a3 om hierdie optre-
de met die greotste nadewk af
te keur nie

As daar verder geletr word
op die aanmatigends en ver-
kleinerende  uitlatings  wat
deur die mangeklangde tydens
=¥ verhoor gemank is teen die
Kerk, die Kommizsie en hulle
wie s& getuienis nie in sy guna
wig nie, en die vitdagende hou-
ding wat hy tof die einde van
die gehoor volgehou het, kan
dic Kommissie alleen verklaar
dat daar ernstige verswarende
omatandighede 8.

Ander stellinge van belang
gemask deur die Algpemens
Hommissle is die volgemde:

TAAHK VAN ALGEMEN HOM-
MIRRIE T.OY. ERKEEGESE
WHe Eommisgle kan geen
unitepraak gee oor die vrasg of
'n ekeegese reg of verkeerd is
nie, want dan sow die Komemis-
ale 'n standaardeksegese van
‘n bepaalde Bhrifgedeslie moet
gee, wat dan vervolgens hins
dende gesap vir die Kerk sou
maes hé. Die Kommissie kan

alleen sordeel oor die vraag of
‘n ehsegest in die Bybel of in
‘n Skrifgedeslie 'n boodskap
vernesm het wal verenigbaar
iz met die boodskap wat dis
Kerk in die Bybel wverneem
het of nie. Hoe die Herk die
baodskap van die Bybel wer-
neem het, het die Kerk neer-
gelé in sy Belydenisshrifte, en
om die wanrheldsgehalte hiér-
van te becordeel, 1B buite die
bevoegdheld van die Kommis-
sle™. ..

LWat nie verenighaar is
mel die inhoud wan die Bely-
deénis van dic ¢Krk mnie, stasn
vir die Kerk, solank daardia be-
Iwdenis mie lange die aangewe-
e ordelike weg (Herkwet,
hoofstuk VI, artikel 14 her
slen en gewyslg Is nie, aange-
merk az dwaallesr. En wie, met
die ontkenning van die reg
van ander opvattings, ander
mense deprtoe lei om uit die
Ey¥bel 'n ander hoodsksp  te
verneem 88 die Kerk, iz solank
die Belydenis van die Herk nie
heraien en pewyelg ls nie, be.
gsig om ander ,tot dwaling te
bring” (Ef. 4 @ 147,

DIE BELYDENIS

w¥e Kommissle wil daar-
um  mef die meeste nadruk
verklaar dat ten opsigie van
die verhouding van 2krif en
Belydeniz, die MNederdultseh
Hervormde Herk nog alivd
mel besliztheid verklane het en
non ook wil verklaar dat die
Heilige Skrif, ns die Woord van
(v, hokant die Belvdenis, koe
vonrtreflike die ook mag wees,
ataan.” (Herderdike Brief, Her-
vormer Junle “H2),

Die Belydenis moet steeds
aan die Bkrif getoets word,

IME VEYHEIID VAN DIE
ERSEGEET

e Kommisale wil dit dan
a4 2y mening uilspreek dal die
cndersseker en verkloirder
van die Heilige Skrif, die ek-
segeel, vry em  onhevange sy
tnak moet verrig. Hy moet die
reg besit om vir sy doel ge-
brulk te maak van alle holp-
middels wat die tealogiese we-
tenskap en aanverwamle wes
Imhim haom higd, |, By sy
ondersoek mag die eksegeet nic
leerstellig gehing word nie. Die
enigste vraag vir hom moet
wees, wat sé die Woord vam
(zod.™”

JMlaar wanneer die ekse-
geet eenmaal sy resultaat be-
relk het, rus die verantwoorde-
likheid op hom om be handel
in ooreenslémming met  die
plegtige belofte wat hy by sy
toelating as  evangelicdienaar
met sy handtekening onder-
neem het'” (Daar bestaan 'n
vaorgrakrewe prosedure In dle
Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk
waar volgens Bybelse besware
teen aanhangig gemaak en be-
handel kan word).

Tot aover dan die uitsprake
van die Kommissie van die Al-
gemene Kerkvergadering iv.m.
en na Ly die Herklike verkoor
van prof. Geyser,

DIE HMMGEREGEHOFSAARK
Op 1 Mei 193 hegin die
Hooggeregshofsank waarin
praf. Gevser vra dat die be-
vindinge wan die Kommizsle
van die Algemene Eerkverga-
dering (voortaan HKommissie
genoem in hierdle verslag) ter

gvde gestel word,

In ey openingstoesprank
Adv, . P C. Kotzé, 3A,, na-
mens prof. Geyser gesé dat die
bagis waarop die annsock om
hersiening von die proses be-
rus, bestann wit drie bred af-
sonderlike gronde

1. e Kommiasie of lede
van die Kommissle was onbe-
voeg of het die skyn verwek
dat hulle onbevoeg was om op
te tree as onpartydige verhoor-
ders van die klag en dat die
teen die natuurlike reg en bil-
bevinding  gevolglik  indruis
teen div natourlike reg en hil-
likheid,

2. e klag is onreElmabig-
lik behandel,

3. Die uit<prnak was male
Tide, arhitrér, slegs versoen-
baar met bybedoelinge en so-
danig dat geen redelike persoon
of liggaam dit hon gevel het
mie.

Adv. Kotzé het verder e
a& dat getuienis gelewer =al
word hoe prof. Geyser se oor-
tuiging dat artikel II1 van die
Kerkwet nie verscenbzar et
die Bybel is nie, sterk tesnkan-
ting en kritlek by sy latere
kerklike regters gewek het,
(Artlkel TIT  bepanl om, dat
slegs blanke persone tot  die
Ned. Herwormde Ferk kan he-
hoorty, Prof, Geyeer het tot die
oorfuiging gekom dat  artikel
Il onverscenbaar g met die
Bybel tydens 'n studieopdrag
vanwed die Kommissie van die
Algemene Kerkvergadering na
dbe Vosrsitber van die Algeme-
ne Kerkvergadering se terug-
keer wan die Evanston verga-
dering van die Wereldraad van
Kerke, Die studietaak is aan
hom opgedre teneinde die ras-
pepedkeidenheld in die Kerk
Bybele te repverdig. Getuienis
zal ook pebring ward dat prof,
Ceyser nie van dwaalleer be-
skuldig was voor hy 'a kriti-
kas van art. ITT geword het nie,

Dve Herderlike Brief vanaf
die Kommissie van die Alge-
mene Kerkvergadering, geda-
teer 1 Mel 1957 i bv. "n ge-
beurtenia wat aandui dab vyl
van die here wat later reglers
son wWees, sterk gevoelens ge-
lid het teen persomne wal ors
luig was dat art. IIT nie krag-
lens die Woord wan God ge-
Billik kan word nie. Na sanha-
fing van art, III &6, skeyf die
Kommisgie; ,Die Kommissic
wil ten eterkste beklemtoon
dat niemand terwille van valse
vroomdoenery of watter ander
rede ook mag handel ln stryd
met hierdie artikele van ona
kerkwet nie. Ons Kerk verwel-
kam dan ook die optrede van
nns lendsowerheid en is dank-
haar dat die betrokke minister
'n wet gemask het om te voor-
kom dat hierdie beginsels wat
al s0 lank deur onx Kerk aan-
vaar |s, wverontageaam  pal
word."

Adv, Hotzé het verder wer-
klaar dat getuis=nis gelewer sl
waord dnt daar 'n intense be-
geerte by die sorgrote meer-
derheid van die latere Kerkli-
ke regters was om prof. Qeyveer
te verwyder wik 5y amp en ook
dat stappe inderdaad geneem
ia om die Kommissie middelle
te verakaf om prof, Geyeer it
&Yy ampte ontset te key,

DIE KLAGSTAAT

Aangesien daar ‘'n verwy-
wing na die christologie (leer
aangaande Christus) in  die
klag=tamt was het prof. Geyser
daar ¢n dan sens volg bely: Ek
hely dat Jesug Chrlatas  die
Seun van God = em dat  hy
cenEwesens met (rod die Vader
iz"” By die ualleindelike uit-
spraak het die Kommissie prof.
Geyser onskuldig bevind asan
alles in die klagsiaat gencem,
behalwe die klag fv.m. die
Christologie,

Hy iz gelfs onskuldig be-
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vind op die deel wat betrekking
het op die volharding in veraet
deur woord teen die bepalings
of beslnite van die Kerk. Die
belang van hicrdie aspek sal
later duidelik word.

Voeortgaande, het Adv, Kot-
mit geaid dat alhoewel daar asn-
govoer gal word dat die wit-
spraak en bevinding onduldelik
en aelfs weersprekend is, hy
tog "B asnduiding wil gee wat
die kern van die klag skya te
wees, Mo aanklag was  hlyk-
barr dat prof. Gevser geduren-
de By ekaegese-klasse, in be-
sonder gedurende Aug.-Sept.
11 g-ehetler het. Gedurende
die tydperk tersake was prof,
Geveer besig om Flip. 2 ; 6-11
te eksegetisecr. Dt is "n moel-
like godeelte wat vir die ehkae-
gect moeilike probleme  bled.
Die Afrikasnee vertaling lees
bw., Hy wat In die gestalte
van God was het dit geen roof
peag om ann God gelyk te wees
nie.” DHe New English Bible
Translption™ 1861 wertaal as
volg: . For the divine nature
was his from the first.Yet he
did not think to snateh at
equality with God.” Dus, afge-
slen van bale ander vertalings
blyk uit hierdie twee hoe uit-
eenlopend hierdie teks vertasl
word, Die Afrikasnse vertaling
kan inhou dat Christus in po-
alale gelvk aan God die Va-
der iz, Die Engelse verialing
verklaar met
Chriztus nie in posigie gelyk
is man God nie.

Prof. Geyeer het g wlg
wertaal:

+Hy wat gpeddelike ramg
{poakaie, statua) geniet het, het
nie dearna gehunber om aan
rod zelyk te wees nie” Ten
pansien van hlenlie vertaling
en hegelelidende ehsegese het
die Kommizsie skyabaar be-
vind dat prof, Geyser se vertas
ling en vitleg sirvdig is met die
belydenis van die Kerk en ver-
der dat prof, Geyser die he-
staansreg vom enige ander nit-
leg as syne ontken.

Indien dit die bevinding
van die Kommisgie sou waes, |3
die Elgerse saak dat dit  on-
mesntlik verdedig kan  word

om een of meer van dies -.rnrgr.n-r__‘

de redes:

(n) Bdoende verontagsapm
die Kommissie sy verklaarde
standpunt t.ov, die  wryheid
van die eksegeet en belydenis-
dwang.

(b} Misteenstaande hierdie
wryheid het prof. Geveer in ay
klag en voor sy Herkllhe reg-
ters ongevreaagd en ongedwnn-
ge verklaar dat hy dle belvde-
nis van die Herk onderskeyf.

(e Gesien in die lig van die
definisics van dwasalleer deur
deskundiges in dis  Kerklike
geding voorgelé, het prof. Gey-
per nog eteeds nie dwaalleer
verkondlg nie, al word alles
wat hom ten laste geld ls teen
hom aanvaar.

rdl  Tow, die feltege-
skille tussen die Eiser en die
Klaginbringers, het die Hom-
missie die getulenis van Lg.
apnvaar bo die van Eiser, al-
hoewel hille wit cie kennis be-
wis daarvan wae dat die Elag-
inbringers opsctlik valse  ge-
tuienis gelewer het.

{ed Mie een van Prof. Gey-
ser ¢ beweerde ulisprake in
die klas kan hoegenaamd ge-
interpreteer word as "n ontken-
ning van ander uitlegsmoont-
likhede nie. Inteendeel die re-
levante witdrukkings van prof.
Geyser soos deur die klas self
anngehasl bewrs ondubhbelain-
nig die teensorgeatel de.

(f) Geemeen van die Bely-
denisshrifie spreek sig wit oor
die status van Christus t.oor.
God nie. Teésprank met Bely-
mﬁ&&ﬁﬂt s hier dus uitge-

@ Vervolg In wvelgende uitzane
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Pro Veritate

Hev, Robert Ovr

CHRISTIAN AND STATE

I THE NEW TESTAMENT

The temsion between Chorch and state is elearly evident in the New Testn-
ment. Consider, first, the well-kmown saying of our Lord: “Pay Caesar what
ia due to Caesar and pay God what is due to God”, It is a complete misread-
ing of this text to assume that it divides Jife info two compariments, labelled
respectively “sacred” and “secular”. Life cannot be so divided if we believe

that God = Lord of all life,

What., then, does it mean? This
saying teaches that the Christian has
m double obligation, to the stute and to
God. Coneerning the atate it saye, very
almply “Pay your taxes". And when
we see what the state does with our
trxes — meking roads, ensuring water
gupplies, educating our children, main-
tainlng law and order — we may be
sure that the paying of our taxes is an
act well-pleasing to God,

We may Inok deeper into this lext.
It alse implies that we may not give
to Caesir what we awe to God. There
iz a grim tendency in every slale lo-
day to claim the wltimate final loyvalty
of its citizens, tn sei ilself up as the
oily authority with any elaim on the
ohedience and the conscience of its
citizens, to claim that the state, and
the state alone has the right to tell
ita people what to think and believe.
Such a tendency has to be resisted by
the Christian, for his flnal and alii-
mate layality belongs only to God. The
Christian cannot obey the state’s com-
mand to sorrender his critical facul-
ties in blind allegiance, Such loyalty,
guch ohedience, such alleginnee, can e
oiven only to Godd and we may nof give
il to Caesar.

Ohedience to government

The tension betwesn Church and
stpte continues inte the life of Lhe
early Church. The oft-guoted text in
Fomans: 13 illustrates one aspect of
this tension. It should be noted that
FPaul's demand for obedience is not
gualified by the form of the Btate. Paul
himeelf was living under a government
that was despotic and could be eruel
Rome was famons for its maintenance
of law and order: it was alao famous
for the severity of its punishments and
the dictatorial powers of the emperor,
This does mot absolve the Cheistian
from his duty to pay his taxes and
nbey the suthorities even if what that
authority commands is unjust: “"If &
man lp authority makes you go one
mile, go two with him™ [ Matthew 5
411,

It follows that the Chrstlan is
bound to obey the de facto government
under which he lives, no matter what
kind of government that may be. Mo-
narchy or republic, dictatorship or de-
mocracy, fascist or communisi — the
form of government does mot in itself
affect our duty to obey. It is a fact
that the Church has been able to exiaf,
to live amd even to grow under any
and every kind of government. It is
quite fallacious to assume that de-
mocracy as such is the only divinely-
appointed order in which the Church
may exercise her witness,

Having sald that under any form
aof government, the Chrigtian and the
Church may live and witnesa it is alao
necepgAry to say that there is some
correlation between Christian  belief
and eertain democratle princlplea. In
g demoeratic gtage, each and every
citizen may exerciss 8 vote, To the
Chrigtlan thls 13 an expression of ne-
cessary mutual respect by individoala
far the independence and inbegrity of
other individuals as individuals and
not as members of any  partieular
group, The Christinn recognises the

fundamental sinfulness of men  and
therefore welcomes the checks amd ba-
lapees on the exercise of power by
any one man: the governing party
being checked by the opposition, the
legislative body by the upper house,
parliament by the judiciary and the
whale legislative machinery by the
body of the electorate. These checka
and balaness on the misuse of power
alse express the belief that no one
group of ginful men can possibly have
all the intelligence and wisdom neces-
gary for a changing sociely,

Paul enjoina obedience to the de
facto governament. This does not imply
any particular theory of government
It rests op the simple fact that I "
hetter fulfill my role as a creative, re-
demptive, commubity-building  indivi-
dual in an ordered seciety than 1 ean in
the midst of anarchy... T am hetier
able tn serve my nelghbour and bring
to him those things that I can value
for myself in an ordered society Lhan
in a state of anarchy. .. Therefore it is
my duty to support the order of the
state and to do my part to maintain
loyalty and obedience among its ci-
tizens. .. We have seen that one of
God's principal tasks has boen that of
bringing order out nf chaos: thus
whaoever. .. helps to achleve this is to
that extent a servant of God."” (Fike:
Doing The Truth, p. 1147 This posi-
tion might be summarised by saying
that bad government is better than no
government at all; order with injustice
is preferable to anarchy.

Responsible participation

Motwithstanding all that has been
sald, it cannot be denied that the con-
tent of our ohedience must change as
the circumsatancas and form of govern-
ment change. What may not be possible
under a Boman dictatorship may well
hecome »n Chrlstlan doty in 2 state
which claims to be democratic and
which functions, even if partially, in
g democratic manner. The concept of
aobedience under & dietatorship becomes
filled with the content of responsible
particlpation under a democracy, The
Christian citizen who has the “right”
to vote them hecomes responsible fo
God far the way he uses that wvote,
Under the term “the right to wvote”
we must include all the warieties of
politieal activity allowed to a Chris-
tian citizen in a democracy. Thus we
may see participation in the counecils
of the mation, municipal, provineial or
parliamentary as a Chreistlan  duty
in which we bear s responsibility not
ohly to eur fellew-citizens, but also
and primarily to God,

In the hodies that shape party po-
liey, Christians are to make their
virices henrd, and to bring Seriptural,
thealogical, Christian insighis to bear
on the matteras under discussion. Spe-
cifically, Christians must he very wary
of & too easy identification of the polis
cy of a partieular party with the will
of Giod: hbuman policles are loo much
affected hy sinful self-interest for that
t he true. Part of the Christian’s duty
it to hold every policy up to the judg-
ment of God, to strive to hring that
polley ever more closely into Hne with
what God wishes for his people, He
will e ever alert to find what effect

the policies of his pariy will have on
people, whether it helps or hinders
them In the business of living their
daily life in obedience to God. He will
be trigger-guick to poaint to Instances
where laws discriminate wonfairly
against certain groups, and persistent
in his efforts to pet soch harmiul
lawa changed.

It iz not often realised among sin-
cere Christiana that considerable kmow-
ledge of political technigues s a ne-
cossity if Christinn witness in polities
in to achieve its aims. It 8 not enough
to organiss a protest, to write letters
to departments of state, to arouse an
agitation in the press. What eounts
here is an ingide knowledge of the
atructures of power, a0 that good in-
fluenee ean be brought to bear in the
mast effective way. This knowledge
can be gained only through experience
of the ianer workings of political par-
tics and councils, One ecan  hardly
blame the authorities for taking bt
Little notice of high-sounding protests
thal do mot take the practical vealitles
of the sitwation inte aecount. Too many
Christiang, in a burning desire to be
prophetic, have auceesded only In being
naive,

Politics a dirty game?

The objection i=  often rafsed
againsat thia conviction (that the Chris-
than should engage responsibly in po-
lities) that “polities is a dirty game".
To be sure it is, but thet is no exewse
for the Christian to awvoid it, His own
hands are by no means clean, A quaint
iden has found favour among our mid-
dle-class Protestant churches: that
while politicas ia n “dirty buslness" and
ig fot for the Christinn, somehow dom-
meree i3 eminently respectable and
“glean" and the Christian may engage
ik it without harm,

A word of warning must be sound-
e, The discipline of & political party
i naoally very strict. The pary does
Hal -&h“}' tolerate erities wha are pers
sistent in their criticism. We must oh-
serve here that no Christiam can ever
hie tolally loval (o his pariy. He can
never give his fimal loyakty ton system,
an ideslogy or a party, first hecause
he is concerned with service to man
and moi the suecess of a particolar
political programme, but above all he-
cause God alone is entitled do his loyal-
t¥. “When we join a party we shoold
therefore make clear to our fellow-
members that our eommiiment is pro-
vistomal and limited. There ia no digha-
nesty in this; i wold be dishonead to
do otherwise, and far from losing in-
fluence in the party, we are likely to
gain  reapect. Above all, by making
clear how limited is oir invelvement
we alsn demonstrate how total is our
dependence on (zod.

If in our politieal life we make
pain throagh our worda and acts that
there are thinga that we can never do,
that the interests of the party and the
suceess of our owm plans are of secon-
dary importanee, we proclaim that Je-
sgus Chriat is our only Lord and God.”
(Maury: Fvangelism and Palitics, p,
330

No matter how firm his convictions
and how strong his determination the
Chelstian who engages in politles will
soon find that he has to do  some
thinge that are against his conscience,
He iz then faced with a croel dilemma.
He must elther compromise his con-
acience, and stay with the party, hoping
to change things later, and. by com-

promising, jeopardlse his witness, or he
may end his withess altogether by
withdrawing from the party. Im this
situation, the Christian who is active
in politica, needs the judging, redeem-
ing, forgiving and merciful word of the
Gospel as thet word ig incarnated in
the understanding and aceeptaonce of
the Chriatian Church. Far too often the
Church has adopied a censorious atti-
tude towarde those of its sons who
cannot help getting involved in politi-
cal compromise, instend of sitting
where they sat, and feeling in its owm
bones the cruel mature of the cholees
-— often betweesn evil and less evil ——
that are forced upon them.

The Stete:
Romans 13 and Revelation

To retuen more directly to Bomans
13, It should be noticed that Paul here
gives what amounts to a definitlon of
the state: that it is a body appointed
by (3od to discourage evil and encou-
rage gomd, We muat obaerve that it s
possible for a stale to become s cor-
rupted by principalitics and  powers
that it no longer answers to this defi-
nition, that it sets lself up as the
SUprenLe arbiter of what is true or fal-
e, ewil or good, that it osurpas the
plage of God, that it encourages the
wicked man and becomes a lerror Lo
the good man. This has, in fact, hap-
pened when John writes the book of
Revelation. Here one finda the tremen-
dous and frightening vision of the sta-
te that that has beecome Antichrisk,
the stale that hae exeeeded ite God-
given hounds to such an extent that e
hag become drunk with the bloosd of
the people of God, No-one wha has
lived throngh even some of the events
of the twentiath century can deny the
stark possibility of this wvery thing
happening, nmor can he be =0 blind ae to
aay "It can't happen here.”

Paul commands obedlence to “the
authorities”, The “authorities” in hia
day eomprised a system of power that
wag focussed in the Emperor who de-
legated his power to provinelal and
military governces who in turn dele-
gated some of their power te such men
a3 tax-collectors and others. Whatever
the ecomplications of the syatem, the
line of power — and hence of obedien-
ce — was clear. In a demneracy the
gltuation ia slgnificantly different. For
power doss nol Fest o one man only.
As indicated above, power is shared
(in theory at least) between the go-
vernlng party, the opposition, the up-
per house, the judiciary and the electo-
rate. To asy this ia to realise that it is
an over-simplification for any parti-
cular party that happens to be in power
to claim the obedience of which Paul
speaks. It is nothing less than arrogant
pride for the party that happens to be
in power that it and it alone may
claim that obedience, The obedience is
due to the whole complex of authority
and power as mentioned above, In any
case that claim wvery easily amodantis
to a ¢laim that the party that happens
te be In power has a monopoly on any
knowledge of the will of God for the
nation, That is  perilously close o
hlaaphemy.

All this I8 sharply and critically
relevant to our sitwation as Christian
citizena in Affiea — South Afriea in-
cluded. Agnin and agnin we read of
certain kingz in the ld Testament.
“hnd e did that which was evil in the
gight of the Lord: he departed not
from the sims of his father wherewith
he made [arael to ain' If thiz prophe-
tic vision of an entire nation helng

@ To page 8
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READER'S VIEW
The Editor,

May 1 point out, as a Ca-
tholie, that the “Homan™
Churech relerved to by your
correspondent RO, @ Pro Ve

ritate of March, 13th) [ellows
the Bible in insisting on the
geparation of the ordained
priests from ‘A ministiry of all
believers.” When Paul referred
io all Christians as priests he
indicated clearly the purely
spiritual aspect of the lay -
Christian  priesthesd, which
congipted in uniting in spirit
with the ordained priest in of-
fering up the Sacriflee of the
Maszs: and in making spirttoal
sacrifices (Phil. IV 181;
prayerful saerifice (Feb, XIII
: 16) and a]msgi'rin,g (Heb.,
{Heh, XKIII : 167 ; faith tn Je-
aus { Phil. IT @ 11':-

To pdminsler Lhe saora-
ments (except Baptism  and
matrimany | an ordained priest
ig required (I Cor. IV ; 1 and
I Cor. XIT : 38 a.c.b. A layman

can, as a matter of urgency, !

baptise. In the Saerament of
Matrimony  the eoptracting
prriners are the ministers of
the Sacramet, An ordained
priest iz there ae chief witness
and official repr-e&entat]ve of
the Church, In I Tim., ¥ : 22
Paul warne his followers: “Ime
pose nol hands lightly on any
man.” {(See also Eph, IV ; 11,
124,

D we not read in Heb, ¥ ¢
4: “Neither does any man tie
the honour to himself, but he
that ks ealled by God, as Aaron
wiis," Agnrin, Paul says: “"NMeg-
lect not the grace that i in
thes, which was glven thee by
prophecy, with Impoeilion of
the hapds of the priesthood.”
(1 Tim. IV : 14.)

Catholic Inymen are not. as
"R implies, merely “silent
subjects of a Foman dictator.
eghip”. the contlauwouz awasrd
by the Popes of decorntions
ti la}rmr.n i5 visible proof of
the work of the latter,

Pro Verttate
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Die Kerk in die weéreld

GPFRISSINGRERURSU= VIR

HIE-BLANKE LERAAHS

‘n Twesde teclogiese opfris-
singakursus vir ongeveer S
nie-blanke lerars  sal DY
vitnjear  in  Seplember gehon
word, [he kursug wel ongeveer
een maand sal duur is wir ge-
ordende leraare wat minstens
die Btd. 8 of gelyketaande ak-
simen sukaseavol afgeld het en
wat die nodige kwalifiserende
teologiese  kursus  wan  hal
kerke suksesval voeltooi het,

Sal belangstellende lernars
dadelik met die Sekretaria, Op-
frissingskursusse vir Leraars,
Poszhus 97, Johannesburg in
verbinding tree?

Voorkeur sal gegee word
agn lermars wat nie die Mod-
derpoortkursus  van  Septem-
ber 1962 bygewoon het nle.
Rels-  en  wverblvikosbes van
declnemers sal deur die organi-
seerders van die kursus betaal
word,

REFRESHER COURSE FOR
NON-WHITE MINISTERS

A second  theological ve-
fresher course for abowt 5
non-White ministers  will be
held in E:-].'ltcmh-lernf this year,
The course which will be of
about ome month's  duration
will be for ordained minisiers
who are In possession of the
JUOO ar equoivalent  eertificate
and  who  have successfully
completed the theobogieal cour-
sz of their respective chur-
ches,

Will interested ministers
please write Immediately to
the Secretary, Ministers' Re-
fresher Courses, PA), Box 97,
Johannesharg !

FPreference will be given
ey miniaters who did not at-
tend the first refresher conrae,
Modderpoort, September, TBRE,

The organtsers of the cour-
st will pay all travelling and

vandag
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AMERICAN MINISTERS 1N
FRINCHED BY THEIR O0ON- .
GEEGATIONS — ON THE
BRACIAL I8S1E.

When 28 young Methodist
minieters in Missiagippl is ueed
in the January 2 Mississipp
Methodist  Advocate a slate-
meént cobdeinning discrimina-
tion hy mee, color or ereed,
three of the group lost their
johs, Bpeaking as individuals
the Z8 ministera — all but one
under 45 — affirmed the free-
dom and responsibility of the
pulpit, endorsed the Methodist
Driseipline’s  condemnation of
discrimination, pled for
Chrigtians” support of dese-
gregated publle schools, and
expressed Christian opposition
to communism. Reaction from
people in and  beyond the
Methodist Church was imee-
diate, angry and retalistory.
Theouwgh their action and the
price they are paying for it the
ministers have achivved what
nio other group in Miseissippi

LATOURETTE — HERKEHIST(
RIKUS =0NDER WEERGA
Watter gtudent in die lierk-
geskiedenia van die  moderne
tyd, aal nie daarna hunker om
hierdie grootate wes alle he-
dendaagse kerkhistoriel te leer
ken nie! En oas 'n mens wel
met Kenmelh Scotl Latourette
kennis mank, dan voel jy dat
dit hy is wat dit 'n voorreg
ag dat hy jou kon ontmoet.
Bimbool wan groot vroomhedd,
nederlge aotmoed. . . dit is sooe
ek hierdle T8-jarige wrygesel
sou beskryf, wat scader teo-
logiese skoling ns  predikant,
tog een van die persone mel
die indringendste insig in die
teclogieps tendense van die af-
gelope eene geword het.
Iemand met 'n groter werk-
ywer kan mens  joo  nouliks
voorstel, Behalwe talle geshrif-
te oor allerlei onderwerpe op
die kerkhistoriese en  ekume-
niese vink. staan bo alles uwit
ey meesterstuk: LA History
of the expansion of Christiani-
Ey": sewr bockdele wat gevul
ie met  die  ondersoeke  van
femand wat trag om die wver-
[oop wan die herkgeshiedenis
in sy geheel te omepan. Hoe-
wel hy reeds etlike jare afge-
ires het ns professor in kerk-
geskiedenis van Yale Universi-
teit in die V.5.A., het hy ee-
dertdien onwerpooed woortge-
gaan am te skryf, en sopas het
van sy hand verskyn: ,Chris-
tinnity in o revolutionary age.”
Hierin vat hy die 18de en twin-
tigste ecue sapm, cn tipeer hul-
le as revolusionére seue. In sy
vorige werke het hy die 19de
el tipeer as Die Groot Een,
die een van dic sending. Maar
ik wns hy versigtig om nie
die sendingaksie te oorghkat nhe,
(%Wan die B30 wat die gemid-
delde bydrae van Protestante
i die V.2 4 ix vir hulle kerk,
gaen daar net RIS vie bui-
telandee eending.’ Latouretie
huiwer dan ool nie om die ten-
dens om  die Christendom az
die JAmerican way of life™ en

sterkste af te keur nie, en dic
universaliteit en chumenisiteit
hou by wityd in perspektief,
En sy prakticse vreoombeid
aken mens ook oral in sy werk,
waar hy nérens die kerkgeskie-
dends alen as deel van 'n kau-
sile proges Wadrin ooreaak en
gevoly mekaar  opvolg  mie,
maar trek by dit, =soos dit by
die gelowige pas, deur na Gaod
ae voorgienigheld wat dit ao
bepaal het.

In hierdie jongste werk van
hom: Christinnity in & revos
lutionery Age” wys Latourette
daprop dat in die eerste fase
van hierdie revolusionére tyd-
perk die kerk hom  ingewerp
het in  revolusionére  aksie,
Hierdeur het die Christendom
die ander godadienste wat nie
voorbereld was vlr revolusio-
niére aksie nie, in 'n sckere
sin onvoorbereid  betrap, en
groot munt geslaan het by vol-
kere wat oop was wvir  jets
nuauts, omdat hulle geaklkomi-
deer was aan ' posisic  van
hiEtoriese agterlikheid, waar-
in die ander godsdienste hulle
met gelatenheid beras hel. Te-
reg wys Latowratte op die stag-
nasle wat Bou =0 maklik kan
volg in die vitbreiding van dle
Christendom, waar ons te
staan gekor het voor botsen-
de ldeologie® 'n  wéreld wver-
sheur deur nuwe nasionalis-
mes en  anti-kolonbalismes. 'n
bevolkingeontploffing wat die

statisticae apnsprake van dic™

Christendom oobenullig  klein
laal vertoon,

Die dekade waarin ong lecf
zal steeds mesr en mecr met
hierdie probleme moct woratel,
ool op die kontinent van Afei-
la. *
GEMEENTES IN NEW YOHEK

'n Groot stad socs  MNew
York het vanselfsprekend haie
gemeentes. Valgens die stati-
aticke wan 1063 iz daar 2519
gemesntes.  Hiervan  behoort
5T.5% ann die vyf groot Pro-
testantse familles — daar js
417 gomeentes van die Baptis-
te, 303 Metodiste gemepnies,
282 Lutherse gemecnbes, 69
Episkopaalae en 179 Preshyie-
riaanse gemecnies, Dhe leraars
in New York wissel teen  'n
tempo van 400 per jaar wan

Preforia, J. A, Traigan.

hoarding expenses.

GOD SE VRYE KIVDERS

B Van bladsy B

loaie het am alles te erf in die rvk van
die opstanding, Vryvheid {2 om it alles
te glo, te gefuig en dasrvan te leef, ..
i die spengesig van alles en trote al-
lis,

Anders, wat 'n magteloge nasionale
godjie maak mense dan van die Le-
wende God omdat halle hem den moet
help met hulle sterk arm en , swaard'”
{fwat, let wel, na twee kanie gny ). en
omdat hulle nie dwarsoor ¢n dwara-
deuwr al Suid-Afrika se mense-probleme
heen sien dat God die Here van die
weireld is en det Hy die wireld in sy
hand het tof die wéreld se heil nie?
i Fs, 24,1 Tot wal 'n onding word ge-
loof en ware godedlens gomaak wan-
neer mense flosofeer; God help tog
dig¢ wat hulleself help? in plass van
o aft elke klok te gaan hang en elke
basuin te blaps met die gosie en bovry-
dende nuus: Jesus s Here,

Ihe vrvheid wat vergewe en
verdra

I¥ig iz reeds Ps. 2 pe Evangelie:
Vreee vir niks want God lag oor die
magielose en vrugtelope stryd  van
mense om sy Jesus-juk (eagte juk) af
te gooi en sy tone van hulle af los te
mank, die tone waarmee God homself
in gy Jesug-offer in hierdie wércld ann
hierdie wéreld-van-mense tot die dood
toe laat blad bel met 'n ewige genade-
band. (God  lag, want hoe  kom
hutle van Hom af weg? (Ps. 138). Niks
vernader gy kroishoningshap en sy ko-
ninkryk van verlessing oor die nasies

nie. Daarom lag Hy in ay Almag (wai
gv mag 18 omoas Messlas ons die kin-
dors van die Vader e manki en ook in

gy vevheld, oorwinning en  vreugde-
O =TT R,
Alleenmaar, laat ons  hierdie He-

sitier vam ons ken! Lasl ons wiés wal
ons s dit is vryve kinders van G,
met die vevheld wal sighaasr  word
daarim dat onz dit mel mense kan wil-
how, dat ons met holle kan saambeel
amidat die licfde holle verdrm RENER-
sien glie liefde die misdade vergewe.
Yrvheid i= om te glo en te hoop en lef
te hé wamnneer dit lyk asof alles ver-
keerd loop en hand witruk. . . wang Je.
sus vam die kruis is Here, Vreyheid is
am die degle mens nie te weersipan
nie, die wat jou vieek te seén, jou hater
goed e doen en te hid vir die wal jou
vervolg., Hierdie is die vryheid wat nie
loshandigheid sorgelossheid en godde-
lisheid by die vrve werk mie,

Hoe kom dit dan dat ons =elfe ook
geestelik as 'm soort polisiemag teenoor
mekaar te stasn gekorn het? Ta dit nie
omdat ong God se wyn vervals het met
water en ong geleofsinhoud tot skuim
germnaak her nle? | Een ding alleen
ls modig: dat ons dosdernstig sal vra
witl die Evangelie van die vrvheid §s
wnt die hnﬂ: (dunamis] vanm God bt
rechiding van die monse-toen-mense is
cn Ao ¢intlik gal vra wie hierdie Jesus
iz wat Here 8%

Dg, O J. Fersloe® {2 predibodl oo dde
Ned., Gerel. Mérk fe Fairland, Jokammnes

harg,

has accomplished.
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seduced into =in was troe them, it can
come true aow, The claim that he has
been appoinied by God dives nol cancel
aul any raler's fallibility, does not fres
him from sin, does not make his will
identical with the will of (God. The
world hax so often reeled onder the
onslaughis of those whe saw (hem-
selves pa Goel's Messinhs, that the in-
tellipent Christian iz nof deceived as
to the temptations and Insts of power.
Indeed u ruler's claim that he has heen
appointed hy God and is responsible
tn him alome can make his role all the
more dangersus becanse criticiem of
his rule thereby acquires the tinge of
blasphemy, It is true that the “powers
that be™ are ordained of God, but thai
does mot cancel thelr fallibility, nor
does it absolve them from  eriticizsm
especially from thase who seek Gods
will. Christians, in other words, may
not relinguish their duty of informed
and constructive criticism simply be-
cause a ruler claims o have been ap-
padmted by God,

Apain, the intelligent Christian will
not be deceived by loud  appeals o
Pail's cofmmand o abey the anthori-
ties. This pnssage, and a similar pas-
sage in 1 Peier 2 “have been greatly
misused in the interesta of twranny in
every century of Christian history™
{ Bennett, Christians and the Siate, p.
281 There is in these passages “'a per-
manently valid recognitlon that God s
ordering human life theough govers-
ment, amd that without government,
aven bad government, socieby would

‘'n hultwurreligie te ajen,

ten  gemerntes,

AND STATE

fall ipto anarchy® (ibid.} — an aner-
chy that iz pleasing 1o neither God nor
man. On the other hand we may not
forget the picture printed by John in
Hevelation, The suthor of Revelatbon
has no thought of advising his fellow-
Christians ta ather pulitical resistance,
Suech was, in any ense, impossible. All
he suggests ia the offering of “suffer-
ing registance rather than partlelpation
in idotatrons worship” of the emperor
(Bennett, op. eit. p. 310 While there
may be little political advice as such
from Revelation, we do learn from It
that it iz mot always true that the
Christian ghould ohey the government.

A great deal has been said in this
theais about the duty of the state to
maintain law and order, and of the
duty of the Christian to support the
slate in its atiempls to do go, for the
remsons that have been stated, That
needs to be eorrected by the emphasia
that the atate has a parallel duty o
preserve jusiles and righteousness. It
g mot :E.lwa,h.'u =gy, Lo say the least, to
reconcile these two imperatives. It is
part of the Christian's task to help
the state think ite way through to a
judicious balance between these two
neceagities, However, since the stals
ueually errs on the “law and order™
glde, the Christian will, more often
lhan not, be fownd emphasising the
alther.

1 End
Iil.' rald
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