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PROF. DR. TH. C. VRIEZEN"

DIE PROFETE EN HULLE BOODSKAP

Niks is vir my aangenamer as om via Pro Veritate met hulle wat
ck verlede jaar in Suid-Afrika ontmoet het, en met hul vriende, in
aanraking te bly nic. As ek, na my verblyf aldaar, terugdink aan u
land en volk, dan kiop my hart vinniger, byna net soos toe ¢k as
jong seun die boeke van Penning gelees het. Die romantiek van
desiyds het wel *n bietjie algencem, en dit mag wel gebeur waar
iemand sy pensioengeregligde leeftyd nader, maar die blydskap oor
die persoonlike kennismaking met u land, het die belangstelling
en tocgencentheid verdiep en versterk.

Ik het byna hierdie cerste bydrae
in gy geheel gewy aan die goele herin-
noeringe en haie indrukka van vorlade
jaar, manr het dit amderayds tog nie
nangedurf nie, omdat dit waarskynlik
te censvdig, te persoonlik en daardeur
te weinig "tipies’ ia. Lof en blaam word
gor dikwels oordeyf of ook ns onjuis
aangevoel, Daarom moet dit Bly by
hicrdie enkele persoonlike woorde, —
wveral nmdat ek grong die angreslio
van dio redukleur wil opvalg om lels e
skrywe oot dic bosdekap van die -
fote wir diec Kerk in Farspa of in
Adrika,

Die profete se boodskap
universecl

Tn weae kom dil nie danrep o of
'n mens vir die Kerk in Europa, Asii,
Suid-Afrika of Amerika sheyf nie; vir
iliec Kerke in die hele wereld het die
profete "'n akiuele hood<kagp, of livwer
iz hul hoadskap op verskillende wyse
akitesl. Die profete het in hulle eie dae
voor die mees verskillende siluasics ge-
stann en hul hondskap is danrom vir
haic faseite van die lewe wanndevol.

Fk iz haie Bly oor die wenk van die
Find-redakteur, want dit gee my 'noges
leentheid om 'n bietjie op my eie fer-
rein e hly, Bk dink cerlik nie dat ek
hy hierdie groot manne sona ‘oo kimd
aan huieg is nie, maar ck het my hy
meer  @eleenthede op die terrcin van
die profete-ondersnck beweeg en hul
geskrifie, Tl tyd, hul woorde ch han-
delinge in nllerlel opsighe bestudeer en
GOFWEEE, T ok wmoet st -- altyd
die besef gehad van dewr die aonraking
met hulle steeds weer geleer 1o wond
on werryk te word, -

Oor een van die dinge wmardene die
profete my altyd weer geboei en ge-
inapireer het, wil ek hierdie keer lete
ghrvwe, on wel oor ‘n ospesificke sank
wat ek altyd soseer in hulle bewonder,
nl, die persoomlike van hul aplrede,

Die persoonlike van hulle
optrede

Die prafeoticas geskrifle in en by
vir my cen van die hooglepunto van
die Om Testament, Indien mnie did
planspunt daarvan nie, omadat dit ons
in aaneaking bring met manne wat
Gim was met die woord wat hulle ge-
gpreek het, wat met hulle hele persaon
pestann het agter wat hualle te aé ge-
hiad hat.

Op die somblik slempel an 'nowit-
gpraak hier in Europa icmand in feite

tob 'm onderweiss mens. 0 Teoloog
wal met sy tyd meegaam, prast nie
meer oot die persson van die profete
nic. Hy moel uit die staanapoor dic
priesters ho die profete slel en die pro-
fele gien, hetay ng ondergeskik nan dice
pricelera {alians wir sover hulle tem-

pelprofete wasy, hetsy as boetepredi-
kers, wat sloga op heel bepaalde mo-
mente in die peskiedenis iels e sb ge-
had het: terwyl dit wat hulle e s& ge-
had het, nle veel meer sou gewees hel
ig m onderstreping of herhaling van
wat die oorlewering ol reeda eeuclnmnk
deurgegee hel nie.

Bk is it nog sleeds fee seTs mick
hierdle heskouing nie on wag maar ge-
duldig die 1yd af wanneer meer men-
ge, in besonder onder die jongeres, die
ecnorme helang van die profete vir die
nnigtann van nowe geeslelike ineigie
en daardeur hulle besondere hetekenis
vir die Chrlatelike geloof, weer sal
ontdek.

itier en daar hoor ek (behalwe gpro-
feate wan onere geleendes) verheugde

klanke ok van die kant van die jonge-
res, Juls namate die skaal wvan die
waardering van die profete boie on-
gunatig na die cen kant afgedruk is,
kan 'n mens aon die ander kant verwag
dat twyfel gal opkom of die nuwe ofe-
vatting die Godemanne wel voldoende
reg laat wedervanr, 'm Mens hoor dan
ook al Bon on dan stemme weerklink
wat wanrsku vie ‘'n onderwaardering
voan die persconlike in die profeficse
apirede,

So werhoug my, BOg meer 18 "0 Ar-
tikel van die belende Baselse profes-
gor Fichrodt oor Eedégil 33 (in die
Feesbundel vie prof. A, Weiger, wal
onder die titel Tradition und Situation
in Movember 1963 verskyn het), die
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GERDENER PLEA:

FIGHT PREJUDICE

“SCHOOLS SHOULD SHOW WAY™
— RACE RELATIONS PROGRAMME OUTLINED

A call to the people of South Africa to consider a comprehensive,
wellorganised, and nation-wide onslaught on race prejudice was
made vesterday by the Administrator of Natal, Mr, T. J. A. Gerdener.

e doubled whether enough waos
heing done to eurb existing racial pre-
judice, which wonld inevitably affect
the future eourse of events,

He was outlining Lo the Pinelawn
Rotary Club an educational plan for
improving race relations, .

Ta counlernel the effecls of Fmeia-
ligm, hie suggested a peries of program-
med lesaone in all high eehools,

These ghould deal with raee rela-
tions, forma of government, clvic du-
tlea, and individoal rvesponsihilily to-
wards Tellow Bouth Afrienns,

If all educational institulions fol-
lnwed such a programme, he had no
doulbit that roee relatbons would e im-
mensirably improved,

Emaotional problem

Racinlism was hasieally an cmolio-
nal  problem. As people’s cmotional
'|'|:'|1'|_|:\-rn5 were Tormed in childhosd, it
gionod to venson lhat the devastaling
effecls of meinlism showld he eoun-
Perneded ab an early  age, preferaldy
at mehonl.

e believed 1hnt o fighl ngninst rm-
cinlism was a practieal proposition,
And he outlined three nspecis of Lhe
praklem

* The origin and nature of Faeial pree-
inddien;

e manilestatlons : amld

The combating of prejudice
throuprh education.

Mo reason

of wm alemiol we have Do mdmil That
our people are still frighteningly prone
fin pr\ejﬂl]it'i'.‘-l mpminsl tliose whi helong
i other language and colonr groups,
When we look to the Tuture, (here is
nn reason Tor eomplacency.

“It i= o matler of conjecture wheth-
er legislplion, or its implementaiion,
wanld have a significant hearing on
racial attiludes. This goes for legisla-
tiom on apartheid, and it will also go
for legislplion on infegralion™

“Racial prejodices was coused by
man's emolions, It was rarely Lhe pro-
duet of eational thinking.'”

Meed of a boost

UThe man or woman who iz in con-
stant need of a boost, and who has o
feel superior to the members of anoth-
or langunge of Facial groop, eon only
satisfy this emotional hunger by at-
iaching derogalory and uneomplimen-
Lary tags 1o other people™.

The Afrikaans. or English-spendk-
ing person who liked fo think that his
lnnguage group was more  enlbared
and intelligent than that of Lhe other,
wag ofien in dire need of an ego boost.

Teeep in his  subeonscions  mmind
Lhere was probahly a fecling of uneer-
tainty, and this could only be owver-
came by rensauring himsaclf that those
on the ather side of the language oF
eolonr bhareier were an inferior and wn-
plensant peophe,

Prejudice in the sphere of racia-
Vg eoitbd therefore be defined ag at-
Jiudes mnd beliels which put the indi-
viduals or groupe at whom they were
directed al some sockal, economic or
political disadvantnge,

The individoal who held auch be-
liefs put hia own group al seme wnjus-
tified mdvaniage.

It was inevitable that gross distor-
tions would resull, and that aach dia-
tortions would be perpefuated until the
cmotionn] needs or motications of the
individual concerned wers satisfied,

“Many Afriknams - speaking peo-
ple e Natlonnlista and many English
-apeaking people are supporters of the
rnited or Progressive partice. But to
gay thot all Afrikeners are Natlonal-
isls and that all English-speaking peo-
ple are Saps, is tentamount to divid-
ing the Afrikaons- and English-spenk-
ing forever into two artificially separ-
nted unita.”

Omee it wis penerally reallsed that
pdherence to a  political party was
aomething tofally different from rac.
inlism, the tragie fight among the peo-
ple of Bouth Afriea would immediately
Iose much of Its devasioiing and di-
viling pivwier,

“The English-speaking person who
rejecta co-operation with Afrikaans-
speaking persons out of fear that he
will be overwhelmod, saulferg from no-
thing but racialism,

“Ho docs the Afrikanns-speaking
peraom whose ignorsnes of the lang-
unge and eulture of the Engligh-apeak-
ing person makes him despise it In
fact both enffer from racialigm.”

{®epeer dm " The Navol Wercury™, MHeh Feber,
1. ¢



MNuwejaarsgroet

Da. De Beer het hom in die dag-
bladpers tol die volk gewend mel 'n
nuwejaarsgroet, waarin bale dinge goe-
s word wat 'nm mens maar geris kian
oordink. Dit is behartenswaardig en
verdien langduriger aandag as wat die
meeste vertod in die dagbladpera fe-
woonlik ontvang.

Maar . . ., soos die Romeine wanr-
skynlik met dle oog op die skerpioen
geed hick, die vergif 1 in die stert, in
hierdie geval in die atert van daardie
artikel, OF, soos die boere op Beveland
gewoon wae om te s8: Wat het jv nan
n beste koel as sy die melkemmer om-
trap? Dt is wat gebeur as Ds, De Beer
aan dis einde van sy nuwejanrshood-
gkap, sonder dat dear cintlik veel ine
nerlike samehang met die voorafgasn-
de ontdek kam word, die ,onsterflike
wisnbde van wyle Dir. Malan" aanhaal:
Sl in goan Goed, glo in jou self, glo in
jou wolk.™

Die mens se woord onsterflik?

In die eersie plek: mag ons von 'n
miens 2e woorde & dat hulle onsterflik

PRO VERITATE

PROF. A. VAN SELMS

ONSTERFLIKE WOORDE?

Ons het alle respek vir ds. D. F. B. de Beer, die predikant in
Sinodale diens met opdrag Openbare Sedelikheid van die N.G. Kerk
van MNoord-Transvaal, Hy is 'n volywerige man; hy het groot orga-
nisatoricse bekwaamhede; bo alles: hy het die moed van sy oor-
tuiging en durf dit aan om impopulér te wees. Ons stem dikwels nie
met hom saam nie, maar dit doen nie die minste afbreuk aan die hot

agting wat ons hom toedra nie.

is? Ek lees heel jets anders in | Pe-

trus 1 2 24 en 25: Want alle vliees is
snng gras en ol die heerlikheid van die
mens sons 'n BMom van die gras Die
gras verdor en sy hlom val af, maar
die woord van die Here bly tof in ewig-
heid™”, Onsterflikheld 1= leis wat vl
gens [ Tim. & @ 16 net die besit van die
Here God is en wat ons as gelowiges
as 'n pawe van die onsterflike God
eers op dig dag van die groot opstan-
dimg by die klank van die laaste ha-
suin, sal ontvang [ Kor. 15 @ 51 — G4,
Mirens in die Skrif staan dial die woor-
de van "n mens onsterflik kan wees
it

Mense kan  woortrellike  woorde
spreck, maar hulle behoort Lot doar-
die heerlikheid wvan die mens, waar-
van Petrus in die anangehanlde teks
in navolging van Jes, 40 : f — B i
dat dit verdor en afval. THE s net die

Wun:.-a "w-u.l"ﬂie H-nre wat ﬁu:atfr.!.!ik i,
wal bly tob in ewigheid,

Selis geen blywende woord?

Is daar dan gled geen kana vie "n
meng om  leta  waarliks blywends e
gé nle T Tog wel: ns sy woord nie sy eio
wonrd I8 nie, maar "n BUIWers weerg-
we van die woord van God. Dan het
daardie woord, hoewel dit deur 'n
menslike mond geapreek, of deur 'n
menslike hand geskryf is, deel aan die
ewigheid en  onsterflikheid wvan die
woord van God, wat in dasredie gewal
die weorklike inhouwd van die menslike
wisnrd witrmank.

Daarom moet ons in die tweode
plek wra: Ia hierdic beweerde onsterf-
like woorde 'n weergawe van wal ons
in die Heilige Skrif vind?
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WGlo in God™

Jilo in God” — dit is inderdasd
die boodskap van dic Bybel op sy kort-
gte Fformule gebrlng. Ek son nie nar-
gel om te sf dat hierdie woord deel het
pan die ewigheld van die woord yan
God nie. Julle moeet geloof in Cod
hi', =6 dle Heiland volgeng Mark, 11 @
22, Van die begin 1ot die einde ia die
Bybel een groot getuienis van die red-
dende krag van die geloof in God.

"GI“ in iﬂ'l-l'.'_lf'liﬂ

JGlo in jouself” — wanr slaan dit
in die Bybel? Ek lees in Gen. 6 : 62
JToe die HERE aien dat die hoosheld
van die mens op die aarde groot was,
on al die wveraingals wat hy bedink in
av hart altyddear sleg was . . . ™ Na
die beskrywing van die sondvleed word
dit herhasl; ,, . . . want die versinsels
van die mens se hart is sleg van ay
jeng af' (Gen, 8 @ Z1). Midde in die
Bybel vind ek die psalmwoord. | Hulle
het almal afgewyk, tesame het hulle
omtpnrd: daar i3 niemand wat goed
doen, ook nie een nie” (Ps. 14 @ 3, vel

o Yeryolg op bludsy 6

DIE PROFETE EN HULLE BOODSKAP

& Van hladay 1

feit dat een van die jongsie Duitss Ou
Testamentici, die kleinseun van die he-
kende geleerde R, Smend, die hand-
akoen opneem wat professor van Re-
ventlow die ouers chsegete Loegewerp
het, YVan Reventlow wil die hele op-
trede van dic groot profele, Lol selfs
dids van Jorvernia, verklaar uit hulle nf-
hanklikheid van die tradisic en in be-
gonder van die kulius; daarteenoor ¢ls
Bmend, in die “Evangelische Theolo-
gle”™ van verlede jaar, die asndag op
vir die persoonlike beslissinge in die
optrede van die grool profete. Ons
hoop dat hierdle stemme nie werlore
gal gaan nie, maar kragtiger eal word,
nie eodat onge, soos in 'n kringloop,
weer na dic ou wiigangepunt eal terug-
keer nie, maar sodat ons, gelesr ook
denr die nuwe studies, die profete he-
ter kan verstoon, Omdal ons o hier-
deur geopen is vir die tradisionele ag-
tergrond in die lewe van hierdie Gods-
manne, kan ong des te beter die onver-
ganklike wanrde van die persoonlike
in die optrede en die prediking van
hicrdic manne leer wanardeer.

Tt die nuwe onderseck die ampbe-
like en tradisionele elemente van die
aptrede van die profete meer na voreo
gebring het, is immera nie verkeerd
nie, Inteendeel, dit is in allerlel opsig-
to 'n winspunt, maar dat dit hom daar-
deur laat bring tol 'n miskenning van
hulle pergoonlikheid, is 'n fout. 'n Mena
kan immers ten volle die reg van die
eon clement aanvaar sonder om die an-
dor te voerwaarloons of te eliminecr.

Boodskapper een met sy hoodskap

ML Wy die Teit dat Israel = pro-
fete met huol hele wese persoonlik in
heslag geneem s deur hul boodskap, of
nog liewer deur hul Opdraggewer, een
van die opmerklikste en belangrikste
kenmerke van die bybelse profetisme,
Hulle was nie alleen maar norhrengers
van 'n woord nie, maar ook predikers
daarvan: en holle was dit op =0 'n wy-
se dot hulle hul geheel en al in diens
van die verhondiging van die Gods-
wioard geatel het; so het  holle die
Godsmanne gewond wat holle gewees
het; huolle het hulle met hal hele wese
heskikhaar geatel om die woord ingang
te laat vind in die lewe voan die volk,

[t kom my woor dat een van die
nuwe trekke wat die bybelse profetle
vertoon ln vergelyking met en in teen-
stelling tot hul ampshoeders in die
huite-bybelee godedienste, juias dit is

dat huble hul met hul hele persoon in
hoglag oot neem het deur die woord
van hul Sender, Hulle wae geen pos-
hodes wat klaar was toe hulle die bood-
skap afzelewer het en toe hul panlof-
fela kon aantrek nie, maar hulle is met
hul lewe daarvoar vernnbwoordelik joe-
atel om die Woord te laat deurklink.

Ao het Escégiel (in hoofstuk 33 on
a1 sy tank begryp, en o was Jdit ook
met dic ander profete gowees, Aan
Eeégigl word sy verantwoordellkheid
a0 nadruklik voorgehou doat by opgge-
roep word om ann die mense persoonlik
die woord deur fe gee op siraf van sell
medeskuldig te word aan die omder-
gang van die ongelowiges en die oor-
deel wat cor hulle gou kom, saam met
hulle te moet ondergann, Hy word dus
persoonlik verantwoordelik gestel wir
die geestellke lewe van die ballinge;
hulle sou hulle nie moes ken verskuil
agler hul onkunde nle. Daarom moet
die profect preek, Hy voel dit pan op
diegelfde wyse az Paulus, wat gkryl:
Wee my as ek die Fvangelie nie ver-
konmdiz nie. Die profeet werk op die-
pelfde wyse as die apostel Jaber, wat
geweet het dat hy geroepe was nie al-
leen om die woord van Jesus te spreek
nle, maar ook om die lewe van sy Heer
in sy liggaam te openbaar (00 Kor, 4 2
10y, Paulus weet dat 'n apostel moct
I¥, omdat hy die boodskap van die lye,
sterwe en opatanding van Jesue te
bring het (01 Kor, 3 © 7 en volgende).
THe profete ervaar op hulle beurt dak
hulle meedra nan die oordee] wat hulle
van Dodewed nor hul volk uaitspreck.
Die werk wan God, wat gedoen word
in die prediking van die Woord, word
in adie lewe en lye van die hoodskappera
van hierdic Woord ten duidelikaie
apenbaar, Daarom moes hulle op aller-
lei wyse simboliese handelinge verrig,
maar ook op ‘'n bale harde wyese acli
in dipg nordeel staan.

Hulle eensaamheid

Ek wil op slegs enkele dinge nader
ingaan: hulle censaamheld. Die peofe-
te het op allerlei manicre eenlinge,
sonderlinge, verworpenes geworl, Van
Jeremin is hierdie eensaamheid die
mees bekende — hy voel hom hedreig
deur sy familicledes en  dorpagenoice
{Jer. 11 : 1B — 12 : 6); vanwed sy
roeping het hy geweetl dat hy nie moes
teom nie (Jer, 16 = 1 v.). Maar Jesaja
wns mie minder eensaam nie; hy het
enkele leerlinge, maar het in sy geload

tog wel op ‘n bale klein kring terugge-
worpe geviel; hy &6 (in & 1 18): , Hier
im ok en die kinders wat die Here my
gegee het — tot tekens en sinnebeelde
is ons in Isrpel, vanwed die Here van
die ledrskare wat op dic berg Slon
woon,” En wal van Eségidl, aan wic
reeds dadelik by sy opdrag geopenbanr
word dot by groot vyandskap sal on-
dervind (Eseg, 2 : 5 = 3 : 111, of van
diec profest van die ballingskag, wal
gealaan, mishandel en bespuug is (Jes
a5 — T, Dt Iyk asof dit nie anders
kan wees nic het dit nle met die
Chrigtus gelf ook so gegnan nie?

Hulle strvd

Mnums die censaamhbeid: die strvd.
Ek kan my nie voorsiel dal die pro-
febe die strvd gesoek het nie; sekerlik
nie 'm Jeremia wat voortdurend In
Elagte uitbreek oor wat hy deur te
maak het en wat tog met allerlel men-
s mel sy mede-profete en priesters
i Jer. 26, in die hewigste strvd gewlk-
kel Gs rle. Dle earate groot Bkrifpeo-
feet, Amos, i3 al deur die priester van
Betee]l verban (Amos T1; Miga weel
dat hy tot stryd geroep is {hoofatuk
33, maar ook dat hy deur Gods krag
begenadig is om Godas werk onder die
volk te volbring . . . Van die mecsbe
van die  Jklcin profete” het ons geen
nadere berigte cor hul lewe nie; manr
dit is te verwag dat hulle dieselfde er-
varinge gehad het. Al is hulle woorde
ook in die Oun Testament verewig, ty-
dena hul lewe wae die profete geen ge-
liefde leraars van die Kerk nie, inteen-
deel, halle was manne van stryd en
twis, het dit teen hulle gin, teen holle
hele gemoed ingegaon, Lases danreor
maar ‘o kesr die klag van Jeremia in
15 = 1

wWeE my, my moeeder, dat 1 my ge-
haar het — "n man van twis ¢n n man
van siryd vir die hele land! Ek het nic
unitgeleen nie, en hulle het nie aan my
peleen nie; almal vloek my".

FEn aan die eimde, asof dit nie ge-
naser wins nie, i hy van verraad, volks-
verrand, landsverrand  verdink, of
daarnor sells vercordeel. 'n Jeremia,
die snpmoedipste onder die groot pro-
fete, het selfs die gevangenis nie vry-
gespring nie  (Jer, 38) en alit alleen
omdat by ‘n ander, 'n geestelike weg
anngewys hel wat die leldsllede van gy
volk, die koning en sy maadgewers,
priesters, profete en militére nie Kom
aanvaar nie; 'n weg wat die profele

egier ns Goida weg leer veratman het.
s moes dic profete met hul wer, hul
populariieit en hul vryheld, vie hulle
tron en gehoorasamhbeid aon hul roe-
ping hoet.

Massamens — of persoonlik
gehoorsaam?

Ek dink tog dat, om hierdie per-
aoonlike element in die optredse van die
profete Le gien, 'n boodskap inhon wat
die kerke in alle wérelddele, ook nou,
haie nodig het. Onlangs het ek kritiek
gelees oor 'n verhyaterende hoek van
'n Amerlkaanse Jodin oor 'moverbys-
terende mens, die Jode-massamocrde-
nane Bichman, wat vir gy misdade met
diz wveroordeling tot die strop moes
betaal, Die resensent het aan die einde
die vinag gestel, of dit nie die ergste
was wat hierdic geskiedenis geleer bet
nie, dist " nrlgenu dissdgrwone mens,
' fataoenlike vader in ey gesin, ‘D
goeie burger, uwit gebrek ann peranon-
like vernniwoordelikheidsgevoel, bhom
kon laat gebruik in dic masjinerie van
'n totalitére sisteem en hom wvolkome
gewetenloor deur die magle wat oor
hom geslel was, met 'n beroep op die
uitepraak: ,Bevel is bevel”, tot massa-
beul Innt verlaag het, Die Hitlerbeamp-
te, 'm willose, siellnze massamens, is
pen van die mees onteerde, vreeslilato
vorme van die mens-weed. Wanrom?
Omdal die mens geroepe is om “n seli-
standige wese te wees of te word, wal
bewus persoonlik antwoord op Gods
oproep om Hom te gehoorsaam.

Tve profete, hul boodskap, hul le-
wenageakiedenis, roep tot 'm persoons
like beslissing, 'n persoonlike handele,
'n perseonlike gehoorsaamhbeld aan die
slem van Cod tot 'n selfstandige kenso
o Goeda il

n Dodelike gevanr vir dle geeste-
like lowe van 'n volk, iz dat dic mens
hom laat , massifiseer”, hom willoos
aan die oorheerzende stroom oorgce.
i was 'n groot gevaar in die jongate
wereldssrdog vie almal wat onder "n
diktatuar gelewe het, Thi s na die oor-
log "n steeds grofer gevaar vir almal
wit as die enigste ideaal het: die wel-
vaart, — Daar is peen groter goed as
dit nie: e persoonlike roeping van
Godswed woal alleen die mens sclf kan
viervil,

'--l';_f_ T, & Frivzen v praofeswer fn oie Ou
Testament de Lirecht, Nederlond
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50 WORD KOMMUNISME BEVORDER

Die gebenre in Florida Park waar '‘n predikant van die
Congregationalkerk, as gevolg van die proteste van blanke inwo-
ners, genoodeaak was om "n erediensrefling spesiaal vir pie-
Manke aanbidders op 'n Bondagmiddag Ingestel, te kansellecr,
roeep om ernstige en kritlese besinning, Die feite ie kortliks
snog volg:

Die leraar van die gemeente, de. D P, Anderaon, en sy kerk-
raad het in samewerking met die Bantoeleranr van sy kork wat
die nie-blankes in die gebied bearbei, besluit om 'n Sondag-
middagdiens in te stel vir die nie-blankea van die omgewing wat
dit onemoontlik gevind het om weens holle lnat werkure en dic
afwesigheid van vervoer ng Durban Deep (dic nassie Congre-
galionalkerk vir nig-blankes) dienste daar by te woon, As ge-
vidg van die protes van 's inwoner wootnagtig in die nabye oms
goewing van die kerk, ondersteun deur besware van die Belasting-
ietalersverenlging, mocs die polisie optree en die diens aflas,
Dis belangrik om daarop te let dat die beswaar nie ingedien is
op grond van steurnis wal verwek is pie, manr op grond van
dig vrees dab die waarde van die eiendomme sou daal, Afgesien
van die feit dat baie bewyse aangevoer kan word det sedanige
waardevermindering nog nooit plassgevind het in stadsgebiede
wir silke eredienste gerceld gehon word nie, blyk hier duidelik
dat selfsugtige corweginge van tydelike woordesl as oordecls-
maatstaf die plek geneem het van dic gecstelike verantwoorde-
likheid wat een Christen aan 'n ander vershuldig 1s. Dis verder
belangrik om daavop te let dat beide Alrikasns- en Engelsspro-
kendes hierdie besware geopper en die protes ondersteun et —
‘- duidelike bewye van hoe encrs dié gevoelena onder albed
Manke sakaies van ons bevolking 14,

Die heslissing dat die diens afgelas moes word het as 'n
groot skok vir die nie-blanke Christene van die omgewing en van
die hele Rand gelom. “n Bantoeleranr hel na afloop van die ge-
beure gesé: | DHie vyande van die Christendom juig. Bale van
ong sendingwerk, met moeite en gorg oor ‘n lang tydperk opge-
bow, word deur een 2o “n gebewrtenis in een dag tob op die
grond afgebreck, Kan ons blanke Chrigtene dan nie insien wat-
ter groot skade holle deur so "n optrede ann die saak van Gods
koninkryk berokken nig?

YWan ans kant wil ons toevoeg — met erns en klem: So
word die Kommuniame bevorder en die hond van die agilators
versterk, Elke gebeurtenis van dic pard word gretig asngegryp
om die huigelagtigheid van ons Christelike etrewe bloot te 18
en die geweldige gaping tussen teoretiess belydenis en prokiiese
belewing te bevestig, Hier is dil nie die kerk wat op die terrein
van die palitick {res nie — eerder i3 dit politieke sieninge wat
dig reeping en reg van die kerk om dle Evangelie te verkondig
in gy hart raank. Dic gedurige sluiting en verskuiwing van die
sigrenanmde | garage-"dienste ag gevelg wvan hesware gh pro-
teste moes tog seker al die gewetes van Christene laat cotwank
het Lot die besel van die onberekenbare skade wat sulke optre-
dea berokken aan die Godasryl. Moeet die deure na die hart van
die nie-Christene sers Lolanl Ltoegnan en it deur ons eie toe-
dien — voordat ong of eal copgnan (miskien te laat) vir wat
ong beslg was om te doen?

Editorial
A CALL TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA

Racinl prejudice, like Mt. Everest, is a brute fact. Wheth-
er we are starey-eyed dealiets, head-in-the-sand escapists, or
practical down-to-garth realists we are all a part of it, Thus
we all need to come to grips with this discase, both within
ourgelves and in the life of our land, To pretend that it does not
eXist, 1o say that it is not owr responaibility to provide an ans-
wer, to concern curselves excluaively with improving the socinl
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Crordenliing

»Hy is 'n versoening
vir die hele wéreld”

Hy is die boctende slagoffer, die ver-
soenende offer wat aan die Regter geoffer
is vir al ons oortredinge teen sy majesteit,
wet en regering. |, Hy kan volkome red die
wat deur Hom tot God gaan, omdat Hy
alivd leef om vir hulle in e tree.” {Hehr.
725

. The wdreld bet persoening wodi,

SHulle het almal afgewyk, saam het
hulle ontaard. Daar is niemand wat goed
doen nie, daar is selfs nie een nie.” (Rom.
3 112 Oms Heidelbergse Kategismus leer
dan ook: Ek is van natuur geneig om God
en my naaste te haat, en die pebooie van
God met gedagtes, woorde en werke e
cortree.” Tiie mens het God verlaat en daar
is geen regverdige op aarde nie. Paulus sé
witdlruklik: | Wat die vlees bedink is vy-
andskap teen God; want dit onderwerp
hom nie aan die Wet van God mie"” {Rom,
8¢ 7.0 50 nowireld het versoening nodip,

2. God alleen kan fievin denoedsaam voor-
siening maak.

Ons onthou dat Petrus vir Jesus pesé
het: |, Here, na wic toe sal ons zaan? LUl het
die woorde van die ewige lewe! (Joh, & -
68.) God self het voorsiening gemaak vir
o versoening met Hom, Gewoonlik moet
die een wat oortree het ‘n uitweg vind om
vrede te maak on hier sien ons dat Hy
teen wie ons in opstand pekom het, self
die versoening moontlik maak.

[n Art. 17 van die Mederlandse Ge.
toofshelydenis lees ons: , Oms glo dat onse
goeie Cod — nadat Hy gesien het dat die
mens homself in die liggaamlike en pees-
telike dood gewerp en geheel-en-al ellendig
pemaak het, deur sy wonderlike wysheid
en goedheid die mens, toe Hy al bewende
van Hom af weggevlug het, weer opgesoek
en getroos het met die belofte om hom =y
Scun te gee wat uit ‘nowrou gebore sou
word om die kop van die slang te ver-
morsel en hom gelukkig te maak.” Die In-
steller van die genadeverbond s dus God
self. Hy het die cerste stap gedoen om die
diepe  kloof tussen Hom en die gevalle
mens weer te oorbrug. Hy het die mens
opgesoek,

oEn toe die volheid van die tyd gekom
het, het God sy Seun uitgestuur”, (Gal.
& 1 41 ,en Hy het deur die kruis oor die
magte en owerhede van die hel petriom-
feer.” (Kol 2 : 15) Nic alleen het Hy
self die versoening bewerk nie, maar ook
penovgsaam voorsiening  gemank. Die e

o]

I Joh. 2

liges en dic engele kan nie ons middelaars
wees nie maar Hy alleen. |, Die verlossing
is in nicmand anders nie; want daar is ook
geen ander Maam onder die hemel wat on-
der die mense gegee Is, waardeur ons gered
moet word nie.” (Hamd. 4 @ 120)

3. e Tevspening deur Chyistus s ool
oiir e hele wdreld.”

woaan die hele wirell in en verkondig
die Evangelie aan dic ganse mensdom.”
(Mark, 16 ¢ 15 Dit is nie beperk tot een
nasie nie, ,maar ook vir di¢ van die hele
witeld.” Hy is 0 versoening vir sondes van
vervlod dae, vir die hede en vir die toe-
koms. Die emvang en oogmerk van die
Middelaar se dood strek na alle stamme,
volkere en lande,

4. Os is dngesluil,

Geniet ons die vergewing, losmaking,
reimiging ? Het daardie koshare blos) ons al
bedek en gewas? Jesaja skeywe: ,al was
julle wondes soos skarlaken, dit sal wit word
soeis snecw; al was dit rooi soos purper, (it
sal word soos wol™ (Jes. 1 : 18.)

T Ons wal dil gewiel, is onder 'n verplig-
ling om die beiclene hiermee bekend 1
k.

o ant elkeen wat die Naam van die
Here aanroep, sal gered word, Hoe kan
hulle Hom dan aanroep, in wie hulle nie
geglo het nie? En hoe kan hulle in Hom
glo van wie hulle nie gehoor het nie? En
hoe kan hulle hoor sonder een wat preek?”
(Rom, 100 1 13, 14.) Die Tode was baie
kwaad vir Paulus omdat hy die Fvangelie
aan die nie-Jodde of heidene verkondig het,
Mo wys hy hulle daarop hoe belangrik dit
is om die heidene in aanraking met  die
Evangelic te bring. Die eer van God s
daarmee gemoeid ; want hoe kan hulle Hom
aanbid as hulle nog nie van Hom gehoor
het nie? En waar sal hulle van Hom hoor
as iemand Hom nie aan hulle bekendstel
nie?

Onis bid dan: Lamt U Naam geheilig
word en laat U koninkevk kom" As dit
werklik die begeerte van ons hart s, <l
ons uit liefde vir ons Verlosser graag sien
dat ons bede waar word en ons deel daar-
toe bydra om dit te verwesenlik. Die kruis
is dic fondament van die sending: Wie self
nog nie by die kruis was nie kan nie daar-
op bou nie; maar hy wat daardie fonda-
ment ken, sal daarop hou tof eer van Cind.

PO
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and economie posilion of people, is to provide thie monster in
sur midst with further smmunition for the destruction of all
thingas which we wvalue.

One of the most significant attempts to come to grips with
the problem of removing racial prejudice, was oullined Inst
month by the Administrator of Malal, Mr T. 1, A, Gerdener
(Bee page 1. This is a perceptive and incisive azsesement of
the problem, and demands carefol consideration by all the
people of Bouth Africa, lerespective of their language, colour,
s ]mIlU-clll afFilintions,

A careful examination of his plan will reveal that, unlike
gimilar schemes alrendy existing in the Transvaal schools, the
emphasis 18 not on race studies, but on underatanding racial
prejudice in its origing, noture, and manifestations, with o wiew

programmes, be they pro-apartheid o pro-inte-
gration, do not hove & signifiennt solution to the
problem of racialism. There ie an urgent need
for all Christians white and non-white — to
engage in a study of the problem along the lines
suggeated by Mr Gerdener. If the future mem-
bers of Christ’s Church, of all languages and
colours, who are ales the future citlzens of our
land, are to be freed from the curse of racinlism,
anmeste will have to accept the responsibility
of glaying the moneter, There are some things
God will not do for us, but only with us, because
without Him we can do nothing. Combating
racial prejudice i8 one of them.

to eombating it, In other words — the heart of
the problem iz not my ignorance of factual
Enowladge of the people against who I am pre-
judiced, but my lgnoranee of mysalf, my ma-
tives, my pre-conecived idens, my shallowr judge-
menta.

Important as it ks that this plan be diseus-
sed by the eduentional authorities, it is of even
mora importanee that Christians showld heed
thess words. Raciallam and racial prejudice are
aomething totally different from adherence to a
political party, America ia the tragle confirma-
tion of the truth that legislation and political
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Some aspects of the meaning of
C/zzistianitq Jor the vﬂéficau woman

You probably noticed that the first
part of thiz paper used the past temse
1o answer the question, “what did
Christlanity mean for the African?”
This was done deliberately hecanse
many of the meanings previously de-
lineated are no longer given to Christ-
ianty, and an increasing number of ur-
han Africans to-day do not think these
meanings any longer so important. KL
longer k8 Christianity seen as the be-
all and end-all of civilization, and an
integeal part of the African’s general
progress towards enlightenment. Many
Afrleans have realized that they can
become  clvilized and educated and
wealthy without ever going to Church
© and  beeoming  Christianized, ‘They
can do without Christianity and the
missionaries.

In the 10 years which passed since
T first began my first research, devel-
opments have besn fast. From the
Afriean side, the Africans are begin-
ning to gain self-confidence as Afri-
cans, and the wvery foreigness of
Christianity which onee was the hall
mark of ite exeellence, now becomes
ite death warrant. The very fact that
Christianity had been, in the people’s
mind, g0 clogely associaled with Wesl-
ern clvilization, and dominance, I8 now
beginning to work against it

From the mizsion churches’ point
of view, they have loat considerable
power and influence. Any number of
new and gecular agencles are taking
aver the functiona earlicr exercised
by the Churches and the missionaries.
Countless  eclubs and societies are
springing up offering new group be-
longlng. new persomal ties, new fun
and fellowship, and new opportunities
to count a5 a person of standing and
suthority. No longer do the missionar-
ieg contral the achools and the edu-
eational opportunities, Authorities of
a different order now have to be pleas-
ed to get bursaries, jobs and business
Inane. Church going is no longer re-
auired to get on in life.

Now, with all the earlier ouiward
{rimmings and benefits gradually be-
coming more and more removed,
Christinnily ia becoming revealed as
whal it always was, but what so ofien
had heen forgotten, — a religion. Le.
a spiritual force which ecan remake
men not by giving him hospitals and
wchools, tasks which any modern Gov-
ernment does hetter, — and not hy
entering 1the political arena, as seems=
ab the moment to be the purpose of
miueh Chureh activity, but by nourish-
ing the soul and frecing the spirit of
A,

The meaning of Christianity

as a religion

What does then Christlanity ns n
religion mean to the African peaple T

Tt is wellnigh impossible to find
amongst the numercus definitions of
religion given throughout the ages one
which can be used for analylieal purp-
nees, 1 myaelf found most workable o
definition by meang of three functions
which a religion in the Western sense
must fulfil in erder to salisfy a three-
fold need in man. These three fune-
tions represent three aspects of reli-
gion and correspond to three human
facultier, According to thiz definition,
a religion must contain a doctrine sat-
iafying man's cognitive faculties, a
eult zatisfving his emotlve faculties
and o eode of behaviour which satisfles
hiz wolitional facultles. Christianity,
it is said, must occupy the whole of
man.

All the great Western religions,
those of Judaism, Christianity and Is-
lam, contain these three elements.

There s always n doctrine coneerning
God and matlers divine, there iz a
cult concerning forms of worship laid
down ns the most desirable waye of
approaching God, and thers is a code
which determines the criteria to dist=
inguish actionas which are good and
those which are evil. Although  be-
tween the different religionz as well
ns beb weea the differen’. sects anl de-
nominations there is o pronounced dif-
ference of emphasie on one or apelher
agpect, and although there 1z probably
a modern tendency to stress the code
and eult aspect of Christianity and to
underplay doctrinal differenees which
have enused so much steife and bioods-
shed in history,

Doctrine means least of all

Now, From my investigation 1 gain-
el the impression that of these Lhree
necoesary  components of Christianity.
doctrine means least of all to the Afri-
can  Christinn, The doctrinal differ-
cnces between the various denomina-
tions in Cheistlanity 1o which Ewaro-
peans  attach a0 much importance
mean little oF nothing to the African,
Loyalty to one’s Church ks personally
and socially  conditioned, but rarely
influenced hy & partiewlar doctrine.
Henee one sees Africans Frequently
change their religious adherence and
for reasons never connceted with doot-
rinal preferences; hence Africans con
attend the services of emch - olther's
churches wilh pleasure and without
hesitation. Henece I have encountered
women, cog who with equanimily com-
bine an active communizm with an ac-
tive ehurch membership. In the IOTT
many membera of different churches
with entirely oppogite doctrines are
wont to worship logether regularly in
complete union and withoul any dene-
minational friction,

Morals and manners

With regard to a poarticular code
of hehaviour, evervone who knows life
in the townships is aware of the fact
that Christisnily haz o far had Jittle
influetice on hohaviour patterns, What-
over there is of eontrol and regulation
of eonduct iz felt to be rather a con-
gtituent of eivilization than of Chriat-
innity.

"The ideal personality aimed at,”
writes Selby Bangani Mgeobo, “is that
of a clvilized man of woman, And the
oxtent Lo which Christian ethics and
fdeals move even those Bantn wlio are
regular churchgoers may be doubted.”

In fact, most aspecks of everyday
life are eopnsidered to be outside the
domaln of religion, and what is right
and wrong s not determined by any
Christlan principles, This is most fla-
grantly demonstrated in the attitudea
towarde sex and money, What Eoro-
pean Christians consider a sin, Afri-
can Christians are likely to ses in
terma of n zocial tranegression, o mis-
take in good manners, From the defi-
nition given to the words Christinnity
pand  Civilization, it appeared wery
clearly that the notion of "morals” and
"r]nanuem" are nob alwaya distinguish-
e,

Communal worship

While therafore the religion of
Christianity rarely means a particular
creed in which the Tundamental lbe-
lefa are exactly Formulated, while it
penerally  (all  exceptions  granted)
does nmot seem bo be ubderstond that
Christianity must influence a person's
actions and general conduct in life, be-
cause it lays down what is right and

what is wrong, In all ithe different ael-
ivities of life, it is only the cult ele-
ment which has heen fully aceepted by
ihe African people. Worship s the
first amd foremost of the religious
meanimg of Christianiiy; worship ex-
pressed in ihe desire for ritual and the
need Tor prayer, 1t is in eommunal
prayer and more particalarly in eom-
munal “ong end fance that the Afri-
con expericnces the divect presence of
(iod im his life, and (hat, for a short
bk glarions moment, he finds the hon-
ger of his soul asspaged. But for this
he has to adjust European ritual to his
own needs, and to find those forms
which for him expresses his close re-
latlonahip with the Christian God as
conceived by him. And only then does
he find that totality of experience and
that meceptance of something whole
and complete, of which he has remain-
ed ao singularly starved by European
Chrlatianity as brought by the Eoro-
pean missionaries,

Christianity too Europcan

Thus, we see in a few bricf, all teo
brief seatences, how Christianity has
not been able io give the whole of it-
golfl and to reach the whole of man in
Afries. Why has this happened 7 What
has gone wrong? Why has Christinn-
ity, or rather not Christianitiy but the
Furopean-formulated and  developed
Christinnity as brooght by Euaropein
missionaries, failed

That it has la, T believe, an unde-
ninble fact. Witnessed by a great ma-
ny tokens, In the African stales we ace
how with the withdrawal of the Furo-
peans, older bellefe and forms of wor-
ship are re-emerging. In SBouth Afriea
we withness the defectiona Trom the Eu-
ropean mission churches and the crea-
tion of ever more independent African
Churches, most of which can hardly
be ealled Christian although they usc
Bbiklical material and an old testament
voenbulary,

That and why the Christinn Church
hag failed in it task was the subject
of two articles in the Band Daily Mall
hy & P, Frecland these last few daye.
The question was ashed whether the
Chureh was too “worldy” or tos “oth-
er-worldly”, whether It waa too mod-
orn or boo old-Tashioned, whether it
wag too difficult o too easy, In my
apinion, it is nothing of all this. It is
only that most BEuropean Churches are
too Buropean, And because of this,
Christionity ns brought by the Euro-
peans cannot possibly give what the
Alrican needs, and in it he eoanot ex-
press that which he is lhirsting to
find expression for. Thie is what I
have learned from my experience with
the African Churchwomen and their
Manyanos. For here in the Manyanos
Christianity is again de-BEuropeanized,
ag it is happening all around us and
on a far larger seale in the great Afri-
can-founded religions of present-day
South Afrien, Here, also in the Man-
yanog, new forma are ereated in which
something of the old and famillar s
blending with something of the new
and the strange and the result is whaol-
Iy appropriate, and satisfactory., and
the beginning of what might be term-
ed a truly African Christianity,

The need for a creative response

You remember that the purpose of
iliis women's research was to find oub
their true needs, for the sponsors felt
that these needs might be somewhat
different than what the Europeans
thought was needed, The definition of
the terma “Neoeds”™ given me was
“What the women require in the pre-

A

L
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acnt transition stage of adjustment Lo
a predominsntly  Western environs=
ment™, The more I saw of the African
women the more I realized that this
was  entirely inadeguate. What the
Afrienn women and all Africons need
ig to find Lheir own creative rosponse
tn the challonge of the West, This
meane that the European must help
the African towards a creative adap-
tation of the Western inztilutions han-
ded o him, a0 that he can re-interpret
them in his own terms. With regard
to Chrlatianity, thiz lmplies that Euro-
pean missionaries should begin with
with some thorough soul-searching
and try and distinguish the pure and
simple, and probably universal Christ-
lan messages from all kinds of extern-
al trimminge. Not only from all the
amenitics snd  facilitics with which
Christlanity in South Africa  has
elothed itself In order to win the Afri-
eon souls more casily, but alse from
all kinds of incompatible cultursl trim-
mings which range from Teutonic
mythe to Greek philosophical formula-
tions and which belong to the cultural
tradition of the European miesionar-
iep, but are not essential components
of Christinnity. Only lhen can the
African people begin to express this
universal message in African torms.

Fyverywhere in the world the reall-
gation i downing that Christianity
muet be Integrated in the cultural tea-
ditions of the different peoplea of the
waorld, The B.C. Archbishop of Japan,
Henti van Straelen wriles: “We necd
Oriental leaders in whom the Faith hos
taken decp oot Lo give [resh expres-
gion to supernatural realities in terms
of their own traditions of philosephy,
spirituality and ascetism, art and lite-
rature.” And J. Spencer Trimingham,
Anglican priest and Islamic Scholar,
writea: “We need n new African
pricsthood, whose training hag mot
made them lose contact with the apiri-
tunl needs of thelr poople, a priesthood
fully integrated in African life and
phle to express Christinn truths in
African waya”

Similar demands arg eoming from
Afriean themaelvos, J. N. Nketia of
Wigerla writes: “Can the African wor-
ghip the true God only if he is Weat-
ariised, only if he aings in the West-
erpn  idiom, and worshipe in waye
known to the Weat?” “The miesion of
Christinnity in the face of growing
nalichalism in Africa does not lic in
progressive Westernisation bt in the
provision of the leaven . . . for the re-
croaving of African eulbare.”

Tt his often been sabd that Africans
ineline towards the ©0ld Testament
maierial. Here theve is an environmen-
tal amd psychological affinity with
their own state, a closer Tamiliariiy
with their own linguistic conceptual
forms of thought, No wonder, that so
p many African Churches have a de-
cidedly “judnic” tone. Doesn't anyone
resilize fhat these people need a frine-
wiork in which thelr own bewildering
experiences of the momenl have a
place, in vhich all their frostrations
anid eonfusdomns Tall into o patiern,
through which they will discover thelr
Inst identity and find a oew interpre-
fution of themselvies

Christianity and Africa

ko niot the European Christinn rea-
lize that the Afrlcans have to begin
ggnin where it all began? I believe that
the tnek of the Christinn churches in
outh Africa ns in Africa is to stimu-
late their African members into talking
an active and leading part in the shap-
ing of thelr religion, beeause only the
Afrvieans themselves can do Ehis,

# To page 7
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4. wan Dyk*

Die Kerk en geheime genootskappe

it is bekewnd dal baie lidmate van
die Afrikaanse kerke lede is van dic
Alrikaner Broederbond, Dit sal my
nie verbaas as n hele aantal lidmate
van die Engelse kerke lid is van die
peheime genootskap van die Vrymes-
selaars of van die Sons of England
nie, Miskien is daar selfs Bantoechris-
tene wat lede was van die geheime
versetbeweging, Poge” wie se werk-
saamhede deur die ingrype van die
regering aan bande gelé is of van an-
der peheime organisasies wat op die
patreon van bekende blanke organi-
sasies govorm is. Omdat bogencemde
besluit Skriftuurlike beginsels neerlé
wal betref grganisasies waaraan ge-
heimhowding verbonde s, is hierdie
hosluil ook van belang vir die ander
Christelike kerke in Suid-Afrika, wal
hulle baseer op die Woord van God,
sowel ns vie clke Christen wat sock
om gehoorssam e wees aan Gods
Woimand.

(Mg besluil het sy oorsprong in die
beswanrskril wal by die Sinode inge-
dlien is deur 'noaantal lidmate van die
Gerclormeerde Kerk, Dit sal nutlig
wees om die belangrikste punte wait
hicrdic beswaarskril aan e haal cn
die besluit van die Sinode wal hierop
betrekking het e vermeld.

Beswaarskrif: Hoofpunte:

e vernaamsie punde vian die be-
wocirs kel ise

(a) Dot alle geheime gencolskappe in
strvid is omet die wese van die
kerk.

ihy Il hulle sok in stryd is met die
Skril,

e} Dar daar onsckerheid in die kerk
heers of die besluite op kerklike
vergaderinge nie beinvloed word
dewrdat ‘moogroot deel van die
ampsdracers lede is van die Broe-
clerhomd.

Hieromder wvalg die motivering
met die betreffende besluite van dic
Simotle oor hierdie dre punte;

(o) Me Afrikanery Broederbond is i
strvel mred die wese van die kerk:
Art, 27 van die MNederlandse Ge-

loolsbelydenis bely 'noenige, algemens

kerk wat ‘'n heilige vergadering 1s van
alminl wal in Christus glo, wat hulle

e :-;.ulit_'hﬂd tiv Jesuws Christus ver-

wiag, en verenig is met hart en wil in

cen en dicselfde Gees.

Frof. H. Bavinck vat sy beskouings
oor die wese van die kerk soos volg
saam: D leden van Jezus' gemeente
#ijn brocders en zusters onder elkan-
der, Matth, 12 @ 48, 18 @ 15, 23 ; E,
25 040, 28 210, Toh. 15 @ 14, 15, 20 ¢ 17,
Rom. & ; 20, Heb, 2 : 11 ens, Zij zjn
kinderen van één gezing God is hun
vader, Ef. 4 @ 6; Christus hun eerst-
geboren broeder, Rom. & @ 29, Jeruza-
lem, dat boven is, hunne moeder, Gal.
4 : 2. En zoo hebben zij elkander
miel al hun geestelijke en natuuarlijke
gaven le dienen, Die kerk is cene ge-
meenskap der heiligen®™,

Volgens Skrif cn Belydenis ken die
gelowiges nef &én broederskap, nl. die
in Jesus Christus, waarin hulle met
hart en wil, daws, met die hele per
sor, vercnig is, lede van één gesin.
Hierdie broederskap, hierdie gesins-
lidmaatskap, sluit elke amder broeder-
skap wit. Matth, 12 ; 48,

Hierdie hroederskap is  werder
openbaar (Hand, 1936, Art. 84}, Almal
wal waarlik in Christus glo, behoort
daartoe (NGB, Art. 37).

Die Afrikaner Broederbond is pe-
slote omdat slegs seer spesiale per-
sone daartoe wilgenos word, (Verslag
ds. Do P M. Beukes, NG, S5in. Suid-
Transvaal, 1963},

Die broederskap van Christus werk
i die openbagr, 84 openbaar ix der
Petrus met Pinkster pespreck,  dat
AN siele foegetring @5 die apostels
het mieermmale op die tempelplein pe-
spreck, oa op bevel van die engel
(Hamd., 5 @ 20, 20 en 22), om enkele
vacrbeelde e noen, Me gemeeries
Eome in dic openbaar byeen,

Deur die Sinode van die Gereformeerde Kerk is onlangs ‘n besluit

cor geheime gencotskappe geneem wat md. van groot belang iz vir al dis

Christelike kerke in Swid-Afrika,

Die Afrikaner Broederbond werk
e elde peheim, aglter geslofe deare
{Are. 73, Gromdwer), Die hroederskap
it Christus hel geen geleime, in be-
somder geen geheime leer nie. Paulus
sdr  JWant ek fet nig rogelag! om aan
julle die frele rapd van God te ver-
Lorndig wie” (Harnd, 20 : 7, En Christus
self sé: (Jol. 18 : 20) Ek her rondei
piet die wereld gespreek ... em in die
peheim het ek miks gespreek mwie”. Dil
kare peen Christen wal akiief lid van
diec  Ajrikaner Broederbond s, sy
Heilund nasé nie.

Dic  Afrikaner  Broederbond  se
grondwet, doelstellings en verrigtinge
is peheim en besprekings word agler
toe dewrs gebou., Slegs word mou en
dan, onder druk van buite, net dotge-
ne bekend gestel aan nie-broederbond-
lede waarvan gedink word dat dic die
Brocderbond nie sal skaad nie.

Die lidmaalskap van die kerk, die
broederskap in Christus, behoort aan
almal bekend te wees en mag noolk
weppeateek word nie (Mork, B @ 38);
die lidmaaiskap van die Alrikaner
Brocderbond  daarenfeen is pgeheim;
inel gehcimie tekens ken die broeders
mwekaar uit; slegs in enkele gevalle
mag wmand & dat hy 'n lid 15, maar
i dliee algemeen moct dit weggesteek
wiiril.

Die lidmaatskap van die brocder-
shap in Christus sluit die lidmaatskap
van die ander broederskap uit, | Nie
mand kan twee here dien nie” (Luk.
Is ¢ 39, Dhie kerklike woesig kan nic
pitgevelen word oor iemand wal be-
filtes van peheimbouding afgele el
niz, 0 Christen wat hom onder die
foesig van «ie kerkreaad stel, ontirek
i deel van sy lewe aan die loesig
daarvan deurdat hy deur die Alrika-
ner Broederbond deur ‘n belofte van
geheimbouding  gebind is. Ook kan
hy nie sondes inodie leer of lewe wat
by sien by 'n medeBroederbond-lid
binne die organisasie ter kennis van
div betreffende kerkrand bring nie,

Bevinding van die koammissie en
Sinode:

Die bepreflends hevinding van die
kommissie, wal besluit geword het
van die Sinode, is soos volg:

Ten opsigte van punt 1, 2. beweer
die beswaardes dat alle geheime pe-
et skappe i sievd ds el die wese
van die kerk, nl.:

a, e ldwaseskap van die brog-
dderskap 0 Cheisies slain die lidmaal-
skap van elke ander brocderskap wif™,
met verwysing veral na Matth, 125 48,

Hierteenosor stel n kommissie:

(a) Moei ons dan aanneem dat
familicbande in die kerk wegval en
moet ons ons Jbroers na die viees',
s Paulus sy volksgenote  noem
(Bam, 9 ¢ 23, vergeet? Die broeder-
skap” van die Afrikaner Broederbond
wil blyvkbanr so werstaan wees so0s
ons ook in ons geskicdenis van bross
derstrved spreek.

(bl Calvyn sé by Matth, 12 : 48
Hy (Jesus) toon alleen aan daf die
vleeslike verwantskap niks of weinig
beteken vergelake met die geestelike,
dow.s, Jesus spreek hier nie eksklusiel
nic maar vergelykenderwys,

{c) Die uitspraak bevat slegs 'm
waarskuwing dat natuurlike broeder-
skap (ook in die sin van volksverbon-
denheid ) nooit ten koste van ons broe-
derskap in Christus beklemioon moct
wiord nie.

b, Ihe kerklike rfoesig kan iife
uitpeoefen word oor leonamd wal b
lofres van geleinthonding afgeld ket
mie®, en ook Ban iy aie sondes in die
Ieer en lewe wal By sien by 'n oede
Broederbondlid binne die organisasic
ter kennis van die hefreffende kerk-
raad bring wie

blank sowel

a5 nieblank.

Hierteenoor stel u kommissie:

(i) Dht is wel gewiglipe besware,
Mmaar:

(13 Hoeveel van ons lewens cn
bewegings is verborge vie mekaar —
sl van cuers en kinders.

(2 Ons veranbwoordelikheid vir
mekoar gaan sover os wal ons sien cn
weel, Daar is altvd "noddesl van ons
lewe waarin ons in persoonlike ver-
anlwoordelikheid voor God stoan,

(31 Aan die vreete maet ons die
boom ken (Matth, ¥ 0 1le=—207,

{41 Dit bring ons by ‘n belang-
rike rglyn tov lidmaatskap van or-
ganisasivs  waaraan  geheimhouding
verbonde is: nl. dat die geheimhou-
ding nmooit van so 1 aacd sal wees dat
dit s in die weg staan om rekenskap
te kan pee van ons opivede nic (1 Petr,
3I:15—1V)

ik As geheimhouding vam 50 n
gard s dar dit s jemand verhinder
om die sondes van 'n medelid onder
die aandag van die kerkraad te bring
dan sou sodanige ldmaatskap onver-
coighaar wees met lidmaatskap vamn
i Rerk.

(b IMe ldiaaiskap van die Afri
Laner Broederbowd 15 ook i sirvd
aaef die Skrif:

[he Sinode wvan TEYT nocme Dwee
Skrilbewvse nl.:

i} 2 Kor. & : 14—I18, waarin ge-
waarsku word om nie in dieselfide juk
saam e brek mel ongelowipes nie,

Hoewel 'n geheime genootskap wel
sckere Christelike ideale mag woor-
staan, is daar peen waarborg dat onge-
lowiges nie 'n lid kan wees nie, n
Chrisien kan volgens hierdie teks hom
nie in ‘'m brosderskapsverhouding met
ongelowiges begewe nie, want: Wal-
ter asndeel het die pelowige mel die
vigelowige".

il Jwoh, 3¢ [9-=21, waarvan ons,
weal die Alrikaner Brocderbond betref,
die cenendwintigste vers wil onder-
sireep: Maar hy wal die waarheid
doen kom na dic lig, sodal sy werke
openbaar kan word, dat hulle in God
poddoen 5",

n Alrikaner Broederbondlicd gaan
met sy aktiwiteite binne die Broeder-
bond nie 1or die lig nie. Hierdie word
mel i muur van  geheimsinnigheid
omring sedat nie in die openbaar kan
bivk dat deardic werke in God ge-
disen is mie"”. As die Alrikaner Broe-
diorbond  se  doelstellings witsluitelik
op die kuliurele ferrem & hoekom
miel dan geheimbouding gewaarborg
word? Andersyds behoort ook iemand
se aktiwiteite kontroleerbaar te wees
deur mede-Christene en deur die be-
sondere amp. 'n Mens kan baie doen
op die sg. kalturels pebied wat dis
tocts van dic Skrif nic kan dewrstaan
i,

Die bevinding van die Sinode oor
hierdic punt is soos volg:

L sadanips organisasies in sired
fs e ofe Skeif”, met verwysing na 2
Kor, 6 : 14—18 en Joh. 3 : 19—21. (Vi
simodebesluit 18637,

(1} 2 Kor. 6@ |4—18: Hiervan sd
die beswaardes: Hoewel 'n gelisiing
penooiskap  wel  sekere Christelike
Ideale mag voorstaan, 5 daar geen
waarhorg dat ongelowiges nie " lid
Ban weas e,

Hiericenoor siel u kommissie:

{u} DMt hang van die konstitusic
vian &0 'noorganisasie af.

{b1  Dic verwysing na hierdie teks
in sinodebesluit 1863 bevestig die ver
klarimg dat dit in hierdie besluite be
paald gaan om  on-{anti-}Christelike
geheime-genootskappe.

Die beswaardes beweer:

(2 Lw Afrikawner Brocderbondlid
gaan met 5y aktbwiteite Binne die
Browderond wie ror die lig nig”, en
og it in stevd met Joh, 3 0 19=<21,

Hivrteenoor siel u kommissie:

fa) Tt die Lig" goan, word hier
deur die beswaardes blykbaar wer
stagan as in die openbaar'. Dit beteken
veter om oral en alivd voor die aan-
pesiz voan God e lewe (vgl, Grosheide,
Juoh. 1, bl. 242). Die teéstelling in hier-
dic teks is nie openbaar” tecnoor ge-
heim nie, maar (e Clirisiins  (eenoor
Dpaite Chiristus,

(b) Dit is duidelik dat hierdie
vitsprask nic sonder meer op organi-
sosies, waar peheimhouding  betrag
word, sorgebring kan word nie.

()} IDhrar is orgerasiheid en onse
Eerlieid in ons kerk of die besluife wat
ap weindere af meerdare vergaderings
peneerrt wiorrd, dag eirsluitlik en alleen-
Itk peerovd  word ::I{J rads Woord
denr die leiding van die Heilige Gees,

Dic formulier vir die bevestiging
voan ouderlinge en diakens stel dit dat
alle tivannie en heerskappy wit dic ge-
meente van God geweer moet word.
Dit is bekend dat ‘1 klein minderheid,
wal goed voorberei is, op 'novergade
ring baie maklik 'n bepaalde voorstel
aangeneem kan kry sonder dat die an-
der aanwesiges weel dat hulle reeds
met mekaar ‘n bepanlde besluit ge-
neem het. Dit het in die pers bekend
geword dat die | brocders” asnwysings
onivang het hoe die Afrikaner Broe-
derbomnd wou hé dat op die Sinode
van dic MN.G. Kerk Suid-Transvaal be-
sluit moes word. En al sou hierdie
bekendstelling nic as bewvsend aan-
wvisar kan word nie, dan tog is dic
moontlikbeid daar, nl, waar hier spra-
ke is van 'mogebeime organisasie waar-
van ds. Brukes van bogenoemde Sino-
de gesd is dat bemocienisse op die ter-
rein van die kerk ook tof holle docl-
stellings behoor.

Bo Lewnr daar Itrannie én heerskap-
oy iee i ek, I s moonilik dal e
de wan oie Afrikarer Broederbornd
rovds van tevore pebiind g om i be-
paalde slandpund i le desr én dagr
velgens e frandel, voordat helle na
Sinode, Klassis of Kerkracdvergade-
Fig gaau. Nie alleen iz onderlinge
vorfep dan sinloos aie, mear dis ver-
paderivge begin mel die pebed of dic
Here die pedagies en besprelangs wil
feiy Digrdie pebed word fot "n pro-
Jurele as reeds denr bepaalde broeders
deree onderlinge porleg "n sfand pund
depaal 1,

Verder moet vie bepoalde beslis-
sings  baie decglike Skrilstudie
maank word, by, van die Kleurbeleid,
of van die verenighaarheid van die
lidmaatskap van die Afrikaner Broe-
derbond met die lidmastskap wvan dic
kerk. Watter sin het hierdie Skrifsiue-
diec as reeds vantevore die resultaat
daarvan vasstaan? Dis dan nie die lei-
ding van die Heilige Gees wat, .y,
die Skrif verwag word nie. 50 kan nic
meer op die leiding van die Gees stant-
cemaak word nie. 5o word die Gees
bedroel en unlgeblus,

Hieroor het die Sinode soos volg
besluit:

Wihar ix ongerustheid en onseker-
Bigdd i ons kerk of die besluile wal op
nandere of meerdere vérgaderings pe-
neew word, Rog witsiuitiik en alleen-
Yk gegrond ward op Gods Woord desr
die Teiding van die Heilige Geas®,

Ten opsigte van hierdie bewering
wys U kommissic daarop:

(a) Dat die hieroor n moonilik-
heid en nie 'n neodwendigheid gaan
mie. it peld die misbruik wat van so
n organisasie gemaak kan word en
nie die bestaan van soedanige organi-
sasie op sigself nie.

ib)  Hier moet herinner word aan
ons Lashriewe en die Openlike Ver-
klaring waardeur deputate na minde-
rie en meerdere vergaderings in hulle
pewetens voor God gebind is om in
alles e handel in coreenstemming
met Gods Woord en die Drie Formu-
ligre van Ecnheid, waaraan die Gere-
formeerde lidmaat altyd en oral in sy
optrede gebonde is. Die enigste wyse
oim dic ongerustheid en onsekerheid
e laat verdwyn, is verfroue; noander
waarborg is daar nic.

& vervolp aop bladsy 6
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&  vervedg van bladsy &
Bevinding van Sinode:

Van besondere belang is die bevin-
ding of slotkonklusic waartoe die Si-
node pekom het en wat as volg lui:

NI Hewineing:

U komoissie beveel pan dat die
beswaarskrif van  die  hand ﬂewgﬂ
word op grond van die voorgaande
bercdenering omdat  dic argumente
feen organisasies waaraan geheimbou-
ding verbonde is, nie oorivigend is
nic. Crigens gaan dit mie deen sulke or-
saniznsics as sodanig nic maar teen
imisbruike wat doarvan gemank kan
word, Die moontlike mishruike wat
doarvan pemank kan word, lei dod die
volgende beginsels wat in ag geneem
mucst wiord o, lidmaatskap van Ge-
relarmeerde lidmate by organisasies
wapraan geheimbowding verbonde (s
o e mag i penerlel wyse dic wir-

aeferimg van die kerklibe  fug
sfrean wie, modg owad Idonele onder-
fig Befref, wdg wai die amplelike
opdrede van die kerkraad betref,

Chider  peen omstandighede  mag
s i ganizasie ot feal peld op
Eerkiike verpaderings en op kerk-
ke erf nee

L 'w Afvikaner broederskap en die
bevordering vain valksbhelange, hoe
loflik op sigself ook al, mag noofl
beklentoon word fen Loste v
dig Broederskap in Christus of dit
enigsing oorskadu nie
Hoewel die beshuit van die Sinode

na my mening nic volledig is nie moel

g tog dankbaor wees dal die besluit

sekere Skriltowrlike viglyne gee wat

deur alle Christelike kerke, wat dic

Heilige Skl as die onleilbare Woord

van G panneem, asanvaar behoort

te word.

Dit sal egter duidelik wees dat dic
besluit geen waarde het nie as dit nic
vok konsekwent toegepas word nie,

Toepassing van beginsels
Uit die pers het nou inligting be-

skikbaor pekom oor die werksaam-

hede van die Alrikaner Broederbond.

Hierdie inligling is na my wele nooil

weerspreek of oniken nie en solank

dit die geval s moet die Christelike
kerke aanneem dai die inligiing be-
troubaar is. Ek het insae gehad in dié
persdokumente wat blvkbaar Kopbeg
i van corspronklike  Broederbond-
vmsendbricwe en studicstukke. Ek
het geen rede om hieraan e twylel
nie en onder hierdie proviso is die
enige konsekwensie van die beginsels
wal in die Sinodebesluit neergelé is
dat lidmaatskap van die Afrikaner

Broederbond onverenighaar is met die

lidmaatskap van 'n Christelike kerk,

orilat na my mening:

11 Die belofte van geheimhbouding wal
deur lede onderteken moet word,
die kerklike tug en die amptelike
apirede van die kerkraad in die
weg slaan,

23 Dic Brocderbond hom Llaat geld op
kerklike vergaderings en op kerk-
like erf terwyl dit wil voorkom,
deur die Fanatisme waarmee die
vrganisasie  deur  hulle  verdedig
word, of baie Christene  hierdic
Brocderskap bo die broederskap
in Christus stel.

Die belafte wan geheimboauding

Wat dic eerste punt betref i, vol-
gens die kopicd, die belolte van ge-
heimhouding as volg:

LEE, die ondergelekende, verklaar
cn onderneem plegtis:

Eerstens, dat ck aan geen geheime
ol hall-geheime internasionale organi-
sasie deur lidmaatskap of medewer-
king verbonde is nie en onderncem
pm nie somder verlol van die Tigvoe-
rende Raad lid daavvan te word nie,

Tweedens, om alles wat by my in-
stelling aan my meegedeel word en
alles wat ek in die tockoms van die
ambiclike stukke, besprekinge, beslui-
te en werksaamhede fe wete kom, tot
die dood toe en sells as ek van my
Iiflumat.-'-kaI onthef word, aan geen
huitestaander, ingesluit my eggenote
en die lede van my gesin, t¢ openbaar
nie, tensy ck vooral verlol daarioe van
dic UR. verkry het.

Derdens am my cie ]|dmm[5kap
slegs in werklik dwingende omstan-
dighede 1o openbaar nie: dic van my

I-a

PRO VERITATE

medelede nooit sonder hul foestems
ming nic.

Vierdens om my aan onmiddellike
shiapping as lid e onderwerpy, ingevil
ek hierdie plegtige belolle o enige
opsig skend.”

Ax Rierdie belofte werklik afpeld
prvonesd word alenr Beteken dit alsolie
petetniwonding  feenoor  enigiels  of
crrigienand. Daar word selfs "nowig in-
pedevl in die verhouding van mean en
vroe, fels wal wir ‘i Christen oiitoe-
Tt baar s, oaiaddat oie Reowelik 'n ol
skaeleowing v van die band  fussen
Clrrdsdees en sy permeenie (Ef 5] weaae-
by peen pelteimie weer (s nie (Joh, 15).

Verder is m.i. die belolte immores]
omdat geleimbouding belool word vir
onbekende dinge wat in die toekoms
nog mag plassvind, Welke Christen
mag so'n belofte aflé?

Dit is duidelik dat s 'n belafie n
Christen ook verhinder om i msede
lidl van die Broecderbond en medelid-
maal van sy kerk ampielik te wver-
I,

Inmenging in kerklike aangaleentheds

Ten aansien van die tweede punt
hawal ek pan uit dic omsendbricwe en
sludicstukke wat agn my gewys is en
WRATUIL Ma My Mening genoegsaanm
bewys word dat die Broederbond
hom inmeng in kerklike sangeleent-
IIL'I.I.-I_'I

Baie sterk kom dit tot vitdrukking
in omsendbricl Mo, 5/62/63 van 1,12,
"2, wal o.a. in puni 4 handel oor | Ons
Organisasie en die Viymesselary”, Ek
laat die punt in sy geheel hicr volg:

Adp versoek van wverskillende af-
delings word die juiste bewoording
v die Alg. Sinode van die NG, Kerk
ivam. dlie vevmesselary hier weerge-
gee. {Dan volg die 4 punte van die be-
sluity, As pevolg van bogenoemde be-
sluite word vanselfsprekend ook weer
Meer Ve sor ons organisasie gestel.
Baoie oningeligtes stel by, die vraag,
waarom die kerk net die vevmessclary
veroordeel, terwyl ons organisasie tog
ned so peheim is. Dit is ook moontlik,
dal lede of voorsianders van die vry-
messelary "n poging sal aanwend om
‘n bespreking van uns organisasie in
kerkraadsvergaderings wit te lok, of
sells 'n ondersock daarna sal eis, Ten-
einde die minsic opspraak of suspisie
te verwek, word vriende aspgerani om
sulke besprekinge of eise nic to pro-
beer vourkom nie, maar dit sy natuwr-
like gang te laat neem en dan aan dic
hand de doen, dat die aangeleenheid
mia dic  onderskeie Siru_di:; VEIWYS
word. Ter algemene inligling kan mee-
godeel word, dat verskillende Sinodes
e die Raad van dic NG, Kerke reeds
in die verlede ondersock na ons orga-
misasie ingestel het en dat rapporie
daarcor vrygestel is, Daar word in die
vooruitsig gestel, dat 'n kort same-
vailting van die rapporte wat oor die
vivmesselary uitgebring is, tot die be-
skikking van lidmate van die N.G.
Kerk gestel word.”

Verder word in ‘m buitengewone
cmsendbriel van 148762, wat handel
vor studiclondse, oo, as volg aanbe-
veel: |Die Uitvoerende Baad het dic
veymoedigheid om alle vriende en af-
delings in Transvaal te versoek om
die propagering en dic uithouing van
tliec. ———— wvan hulle provinsie ak-
tief te steun en as ‘n besondere tank
te manvaar, In e verband word die
volgende wenke aan die hand pedoen:
a) Vroende, wat in openbare liggame
w0y sakekamers, kerkrade, stadsrade
ens. dien, kan hulle invieed pebruik
om die organisasics te beweeg om ‘n
goetie bydrae te maak. b) . __..."

Dan word in omsendbrief 3/62/63
van L1062 onder punt 2, 0ns Weer-
baarheid” meegedecl, dat aangeheg
word 'n stuk oor L'm Positiewe ver-
standhiouding tussen die dreie  Afri-
kaanse kerke om doelireffend pesa-
mentlik op le tree” oy, die uithow-
ing van ons Republick en die vvandi-
ge aanslae wat dic hoof gebied moet
word., Hierdie stuk bestaan uit ruim
4 petikte bladsye en is te land om
in sy peheel hier op te noem. Die
volgende sinsnede moet egter in die
verband waarin dit gelees word, m..
aangemerk word as riglyne vir die
vooraanstaande kerklike figure, wat
lid is van die Afrikaner Brocderbond:
15 daar nie genoeg bande wat ons
bind om f¢ kan praat vam ‘n Afri-
kaanse kerk in die Republick van
SA. nie, ol is daar drie op die viak

van kerkorganisasie. Die een vernie-

tig nie dic bestasn en bestaansreg

vom die alric nic. Cns aanvaar hicr-

mice die taak o no Lo ghae en ole ver-

wyder wal ons verhinder om  doel-

treffend ap e tree”, In dieselfde stuk

lees ons: Lo 'novolgende studiestuk,

wilk deur die taakgroep oor ons Gods-

dicnstige Weerbaarheid  opgestel

waord, word ons werk m die verlede

in SA. behandel, Hier is dit egter van

belang dat die huidige stand peskels

cm vir die teckoms beplan word. Waar

ontmoet ons mekaar om saam e be-

plom™. Dan volg verder 10 punte, waar

div kerke mekaar kan ontmoet, wal

i ons menimgg voorskeilte aan die ker-

ke 15 hoe en o waar om gesamentlik op

te trec. Die 1) punte is:

1) Die tussenkerklike kommissie,

2} Bybelvertalings en Hersienings-
kommissie,

1) Die pemeenskaplike kerkboek,

b Geloltefecs.

I Handhawing van ons Protestant-

sac erfenis,

6 Anti-Kommunisticse aksic.

71 Onderwys,

a1 Volkskonmgressc,

91 Immigrasie,

107 Openbare sedelikhed.

Die sluk vervolg dan, dat daar nog
micer kontakpunte is.

Egter:  Hierdie kontakpunie word
ni¢ genoem om daarmee (e suggereer,
dat alle grense nou maar afgebreck
kan word en dat redes vir drie Afri-
kaanse kerke ip.v, een in organisasie
nie bestaan nie. Ons hou rekening mel
verskille wat daar bestaan, verskille
wal clke kerk tipeer, Maar *N Ver-
skil is so groot, dat dit nodig is om
daarcor te twis en van mekaar gedryf
e word mie™.

Soos die kerke na my mening inge-
skakel word vir die doeleindes van
clie Alrikancer Broederbond, so word
ok dic sending van die kKerke mui. ge
bruik. Ons lees in ‘n siudiestuk oor
oSekere aspekte van die Kleurling- en
Indig¢rbeleid” van 112762 | Die Afri-
kaonse kerke met hul sendingwerk
onder die Kleurlinge, saam met {'n
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bepaside organisasie}, sal die kirag-
bron kan vorm (ol die Kleurling se
veralrikaons=ing™,

m Sreng veriroulike builenzewone
omsendbricl van 1562 sluit as volg op
Bl 5 ar: Ten slotte word daar op ge-
wvs, dal ons standpunt op takivolle
maar  besliste wyse onomwonde in
vergaderings, kerkblaaie en die opomn-
bhare pers gesiel moet word®,

Bogenocimde uilreksels is wit ome-
semlbriewe wal gedurende n bepaal-
dle periode in 1962 uitgestuur is. Mens
vra hom al of in vorige en volgende
cmsendbrivwe nog nie baie meer voors
bl gevind kon word van dic werk-
saambwede van die geheime organiso-
sic op  kerklike  gebied nie, Kan
iemand my kwallk neem as ek begin
twylel of die Bond byvoorbeeld die
Volkskongres oor Kommunisme wat
binnekort gehou gaan word nie ook
auan gebruik om die Afrikaanse kerke
op dieselfde manier (¢ betrek om an-
dir  copgmerke e bereik as  wat
Chriastus van sv kerk eis nic?

e Cliristelike kerke kaw on magp
refe {ved s Blv nie, maar is in geltoor-
sereerrrfieid van Raar enigste Koning en
Heiland peroepe ame e ondersoek of
hudle vie nog ander doeleindes gebruik
ward as die nitbreiding en verkondi-
eirg van die koninkeyk van God. Tn
tresomder ons Afrikaanze kerke, dit
Wil &8 ons Afrikaanse Clrislene wat in
i Afrikaanse  kerkverband verenip
5, ket Mwer 'nmoswaar verantwoordelik-
Iredd,

Op elke lid van die Afrikaner Broe-
derbond, wat ook 'n lid is van 'n
Christelike kerk rus die verpligting
leeneor sV Verlosser en teenoor sy
kerk om sy gewete te ondersock of hy
hom deur sy belofte van geheimbou-
ching pebonde moet ag, of dat hy meer
prhoorsaambeid  verskuldiy is aan
God; ol hy die broederskap  in
Christus belongriker ag as die broe
derskap van ‘'n wircldse geheime or
EHNTERES TS

* Mur, Van 29k i liderant van ddie Gere-
Tormreerde Kerk

ONSTERFLIKE WOORDE?

& vervolp van Bladsy 2

&l 0 4 In die Nuwe Testament trel
my die woord van dic Heiland vir die
ryk jongman: (Niemand s goed nic,
behalwe Een, naamlik Cod' § Madth,
18 2 171, En ok het geleer om met die
aposte]l Paulus uwkt te roep (Hom, T
My Ek, ellendige mens!"™ Moet ek
non glo in myaelf, 'n ellendige mens,
die verzingels van wie se hart sleg is
van s¥ jeug af, cen wat afgewyk en
ontaard het?

HGlo in jou volk™

WOl in jou volk" — waar slaan dit
in die Bybel? Hel ooit iemand sy wolk
meer licfgehad ag die profeet Jeremia?
Maar hel hy ooit gesé dat sy tydgenole
of ohs in die volk moet glo? Wat s die
volk? 'm Versameling mense, on van
elkeen van daardic mense geld, soos
ans gesien het, dat hulle verlore son-
daare ia. Moet ongs in "n sondige kollek-
tiwiteit glo?

En mag ons dieselfde verhouding
wal die gelowige tot ay God het, ook
bavorder tussen die gelowige en By sie
ek, en tussen dic gelowige en sy volk?
Die geloof, so s8é Luther in sy Kleine
Kategismus, s dil wat God of afgod
maak. Wat mank die geloof in jouself
van jouself? Wat maak die geloof in
jou volk van jou volk? Kan ons dle cie
ek en die volk somaar langs God plans?

»God, Nederland en Oranje!”

Dit alles laat my met beskaming
terugdink aan die verfoeilike frase wal
ck veertig jaar gelede dikwels wit die
mond van predikente op nasionale
Feesdae in Nederland gehoor het; | .God,
Nederland en Oranje!” Teenswoordig
beskou ons dit as godalasterlik om op
50 'm manier "n land en "n voratehuis
langs God te plaas. Daardie frase word

in die Mederlondse kerke ook nie mecr
gehoor nie,

I= dit omdat oms Nededand nle Hefl
hel nie? Elkeen wat lets van die Hol-
lamabers weet, =al dit onilken, 1s dit om-
kit i lielfde vie die Koningin en haar
huis minder geword het? INE is grder
as oodl in die geskicdenis. Maar ons
het geleer dat die Here sy eer mel geen
skepael deel nie; moar ons het gelecr
om e sidder vir die majesteil van God;
maar ons het geleer dat ons hoop en
vertrogpe net op God gerig mag wees,
Daarom hel daardie frase God, Neder-
Lind en Oranje” gesterf: dit is dieod
en hegrawe.

Sou die woorde Glo in God; glo in
jouself; glo in jouw wolk” dan wel on-
aterfllk weesT Ook van holle geld wat
God in Pa, 82 : 7 aé: , Nogtans sal julle
BLETWE BHM MENSe, ©n BG08 Cen ViR
die vorste aal julle wal.”
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EXTRACTS FROM THE THIRD NEWS LETTER

The Christian Instilute stards its Action Programme

REEGIONAL MEETINGS: PRETORIA,
JOHAMNESBURG AND ELSEWHERE

We hape to launch our regional
meelings in the mear fuiure. At these
meetings members from the various
arcas will be divided into siudy and
discussion groups. As far as possibile
we hope to place Christians of diffe-
renl denominations who reside in the
same ared, in the same group, Groups
should not be composed of moere than
20 persons, and, il at all possible we
would prefer it il the members are
able to have their meetings in each
other's homes, buat if this 15 not
sible, the best arrangement would be
o wse a church-hall or committes-
romm for the meetings. Please give
carelul consideration 1o your cholce
ol a meeting place, It is essential 1o
mcet in an atmosphere which is plea-
sant and informal, and which will
help o creale a spirit of Christian
comradeship  and  fellowship,  Each
group is also asked (o appoint a chair-
man and secretary from amongst its
members, The name and addresses of
these two persons should be forward
el do the Institute, and the secretary
will also be reqguired to inform us of
any members whoe may decide 1o leave
the group,

The information regarding the first
twenr regional mectings is as Tollows:

Pretoria and Districs: Wednesday
the 18th March ad 800 pon, in St. An-
drew’s Hall, 24 Schoeman  Sireel,
(next to the Presbyterian Church).

dohanneshurg City and Suburhs:
Thursday, the 191th March, at 730 p.um.
in the Lower Wesley Hall, (enirance
i Roruis Streed), next o the Metho-
dist Central Hall {cor. Pritchard andd
Kruis Strects).

The Regional meetings for the East-
and West Rond, Dirban amd Pieter-
maritzburg, Port Elizabeth and the
Bastern  Provinee pgencrally, Cape
Town and Sicllenbosch, and any other
arcas where it is possible to establish
discussion groups, will be announced

La later date, In any cose, personal
invitations have been posted to mem-
bhers of the Institute, and they are
asked, both to invite any persons whao
may be interested, and also themsel-
ves (o attend the l'l.-i__li.ll'ld| meeling and
the discussion groups in their area,

PROGRAMME FOR THE
DISCUSSI0ON GROUP
The Board of Management decided
oy accept the following guiding prin-
ciples by which to dircct the work of
e discussion groups:
. Mowthiy speerings: Tt was decided
that the groups should meet once
a month, excluding the months ol
danpary, July and December, and
that every group should decide
lor themselves which eveming ol
the month would be most conve-
nicnt as a regular mecting time.
2. Bible-Sfwedv: Nine Bible-studies
will be prepared each vear (one
for each meeting of the group),
These Bihlestudies will all mim at
fucussing our attention on the con-
nection between the Biblical pas-
sage chosen Tor study, and the con-
crete, reallife situation in which
we Tind ourselves. Each member
af the group will receive a copy
of the Biblestudies for his or her
own personal use in, and prepara-
tion for the monthly discussion-
groups, Someone may be appoint-
il 1o introduce each particular
passage lor study at the monthly
mceting, but the chairman is ask-
cid to please puard against the
donger of the meeting becoming i
fecirrer given by one person. The
purpose of the meetling is to share
in a discussion with one ancther,
and each member of the group
musl be cneouraged to participate.
3. Prayer: The Board of Management
wishes to emphosise that the In-
stitute must be a "praying comm-

nity™ amd that boih personal and
communal times of prayver are a
vital important part of the work
wi have 1o do. Thus we suggest
that each peried of Bible-study
cnds with a time of prayer toge-
ther, cither silently or expressed,
im which we make a special point
ol interceeding Tor the whole of
Christ's Church, in the whole of
vur country, and in the whole
world.

4. DMseassian of @ cliosen Sabject or
Therre: The Board of Management
wias of the opinion that Bible
study and  prayer would ocowpy
ihe major portion of the time de-
voted to eath meeting, and that
it owas, there e, mel Necessary o
consider the possibility of inclu-
ding anything ¢!'sc on the program-
me at this sage,
it the other hand, various groups

of interested persons with whom this

guestion has been discussed, are all
af the opinien that the discussion-
groups should feel free, il they so
wish, 1o embark on the study of any

‘-'..l'.'l_lq.“.[ or theme related to the life

and witness of the church, e.g. Chlris-

tierieiey ernd Wationalisee, f.':u'.i.r:'auiry
atted Coppnanism, Christlan Family

Life, The witiiess and expansion of the

Charelr e Africa, The Unity and -

versity of the Chireh, The future of

Christianity in Africa, afe.

The Tustitite will be glad fo pro-
vide any group whe would like to
tackie a study along the lines sugpesi-
ed above, with a list of books, pribii-
cations ard where possible, any back-
grodiied ddfuriaiion, fo aid them in
hedr siedy ad disciession. It needs
o by emiphasised thar any study of
this mature, fo be really frafiful, nist
fre imdimearely ralated fo the Bibiical
rtressape and fsaglis, and el all the
elfginable factual information mest
be collected and examined as a whole,
ared fre an objective and critical aif-
fade, Groups st feel free to tackle
tiegse subjects for as long a period as
they think mecessary to enable tham
to reachy ar fiformed amd Cheistian
aszeszment of the problem. The of fice
af the Institate, will, kowever, be plad
ta help and advise you in wiklever
L ;.ln;;._w,'.'r'.[;fr_:,

THE INSTITUTE LIBRARY

We have already made a good
slart with the establishment of a theo-
logical library, which, ecause of ils
ceumenical orientatlon and its inglua-
sion of o broad selection of available
publications, should develop into an
cxccllent mine of knowledge [rom
which discussicn-groups will be able
i daw the information they reguire
(e their studics. [t will be appreciat-
cid by evervone, that the creation of
a really adequste library along ihese
lines, 15 nol possible without consi-
derable finonci. | racans, Thus we will
be prateful if yoa will help vs in the
Following two ways: (13 Will youn help
us in praving amd working for the
lunds we necd for this purpose? (2)
II' vou have any books which will be
of value in cur library, {theology,
church hisiory, socielogy, philosophy,
anthropolsyey, and related books or
lectures, ¢ic., ) and which vou do nod
require any longer, will vou please
consider either donating or loaning
them o our library?

PLAMS FOR ADDITIONAL STAFF

Al presend, the staff of the fnsei-
tufe consists of the Director plis a
secrefary, amd the emiplovment of
pari-tinee warkers as, and when e
cessary., As soon as the mecessary
funds are available we hope o ap-
point a fall-time assistant-DNrecior, to
felp with the wark of addressing
mreetings, compiling  study-material,
and canvassing for new members. We

envisage a5 fhe nexty step after this,
the appoiniment of a field-worker
wha will be able to conceilrale on
rthe camassing of nonavhite Chris-
fieons with a view fo then becoming
members of fhe Testitufe, Wil you
join us in praving for the realisation
af these proposed developments, and
especially  for the obiaining of the
maney reguirad?

FUNDRAISIMNG

The Board of Management have
given the Board of Trustees autho-
rily to name an ecumenically repre-
sentative  Financial  Advisory  Com-
mitlee, to e responsible Tor planning
a lundraising campaign for the work
of the Institute. We are also grateful
for the suggestion of one of our meam-
bers in this conneciion, namely, that
muzmbers be asked 1o arrange for o
mianthly stoporder payvahle o the
Tnstitute,

DIE INSTITUUT NEEM NOG
EEMS S5TAMDPUNT IN TEEN DIE
ROMMUNISME

VERKLARING O0OR KERK EN
ROMMUNISME

Die volgende verklaring van die
Instituut is op 21 Februarne aan dis
pers oorhandig:

INe Raad van Belieer van die Clhiis-
felike Tnsfified et op sy vergadering
van 7 Febraarie nret besorgdheid ken-
ris genecm van verwikkelinge in sam-
:.I.Iigq: q':_-'f:,:' i .ﬂfrr'.f;ﬂ wihaai kn:rIuHJnIJJ'.:-i-
fese befrvlocding nunwe pevare skep
wad ok elie baak en geldoienis van die
Lewk ermstig kan benades]. Die Trsti-
feieed il weersans beklamioon dat die
Loinipnidsame i gevadr 15 wal nnel alle
weag bestry moef word en dat Christe-
ne die saak in dié lip moet sien en
Jille  gerwienis  dienooreenkomsrig
Frrrmetl fee,

Tersellderivd ag die Christelike
Insipiwwl g noodsaaklik dat in die
bostrvding van hierdie godlose ideo-
logic alleen metodes aangewend word
wal die toets van die waarheid van die
Woord van Godd en die feitlikheid van
die geskiedenis kan deurstaan. Ons
dink in di¢ verband veral aan die
strvd wat in die V.54, ontbrand het
in die fvdperk 1952—1%53 waarin aan-
ivgings gemaak en oordele oor per-
sone en kerklike liggame u|1-g|.,:~|1reela
is wat deur hulle ongeg heid dic
spak van die kommunisme eerder be-

vorder as bestry het, Omdal ons alles
i oms vermo$ wil doen om mee e
werk om aan kerk en gemeenskap 'n
juiste benadering en beoordeling van
dic aangeleenthend te gee sluit ons vir
u kennisname en publikasic n viertal
dokumente as inligtingstukke in, Twee
van dic stukke is verklaringe afkom-
stig van die Preshiterinanse en die
Episkopaalse kerke in die V.S.A. ter
wyl die ander twee dokumente s
waarin die algemeen-kerklike aspekie
behondel en toegelig word. Die siukke
word feen n klein fooi van 30 sent
aangebied om reproduksie- en ver
spreidingskoste te dek, Die boek van
Edgar C. Bundy: Colleciivisi in the
Cheerclies sowel as die verweer van
Ralph L. Roy: Communism and the
Chrirches is albei ter inzae beskik-
baar in ons hibliciesk,

Waar die Christelike Instituut hom
heelhartig vereenselwig met elke op-
reghedoelde poging om die komimii-
nisme te beveg daar wil ons die hoop
witspreck dat dit in ons land altyd
=l peskied in ‘nogees on oop 'nowyse
wat dic tocls van christelikheid en
objektiwiteit 12 alle fye kan deur-
slaan,

DHMREEKTEUR NA V.5.A,

Recds in 1960 het die Direkieiir ‘n
aanbod van die Amerikaanse regering
citvang om mel 'n Leiersheurs vir 2
maande na die V.5.A, (e gaan, Gemeen-
telike omstandighede van kerkbou het
dit onmoonilik pemaak om in 1961 e
aaan en in 192 het die Sinode van dic
MN.G. Kerk die besoek verhinder, Toe
die Amerikoanse Ambassade aan die
cinde van verlede jaar berig het dat
die asnbod alleen tot 30 Junic 1964
kon bBly geld het die Raad van Beheer
op 7 Februarie eenparig besluit en b
die Direkteur aanbeveel om die besoe
nou e laat plaasvind. Hoewel die Di-
rekicur huiwerig was om in hierdic
belangrike tvd van opbou weg e wees
het die Road geoordeel dat met die
nodige voorafgaande reélings die werk
sonder skade kan voortgzaan.

Die Dirckiewr verirek dus op 2
April vie tiwvee wmande na die V.54
weaar fey fnoan veral sal toeldé op 'noon-
idersoed aa die ol wal kerke en Chris-
telike organisasies speel in die skep-
pirmg van befer rasseverfoudinge en
die mmte van sukses dewr hulle De-
Iral, Sover dif ewigsing moontlik iz
sal redlivgs petref word om die werk-
sagambhede van die Institunt normaal-
weg fe laql voorfgaan.

Cﬁzfrffam*fq dot the w‘fﬂtffmf (wonen

& [rom

Amnd they are doing it all around us
in SBouth Africa, and the women are
the moving force in this process of
ereation: the women in the Manyanos
and the women in the great new Alel-
can=founded religions. Go and study
it and learn from it, what il is that
Africans want from a religion for it
to become something dyvhamic and
powerful, — a Falth which will move
mountaing, and remake men.

For if you, in your European
Churches doe mit allow the development
of a truly African Christianity fo hap-
pen within the eadre of your Churches
prig under yvour sensitive and respeci-
ful puidanes, it will happen outside
yvour vision and removed from your in-
Tluenes,

Already one can see an Afrlean
Christinnity in Its firat dim ouwtlines.
And it iz possible o sketeh certain
possible more permanent characteris-
tice tentatively and with due caution.

The African Christian will, no doubit,
rid Christinnity of the centuries of ra-
tionalisation which Ewropeans mlro-
duced inm it: he will be inclined to ex-
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perienes and express his relationship
with God in emotional rather than in
rabionnl terms, as p direst ETCEp-
tion, a contact of immediaey rather
tham as a reasoned inlercours:e,

As in Tslam and Judaism, the twao
greal Semitie Religions in which the
Law oecupics n eentral place, African
Christianity will always bave a strong
legal  emphasis, Similar to Indian
Chrlastianity will probably continue to
contain an acceptanes of what Euro-
peans ¢all “peychic” phenomena.

For many vears to come, the Afri-
can religious need will be for comrmu-
nal worship and eollective ceremonial
in which song and dance will carry the
commaon moadd. While religlous 1ife will
rather be coneeived in social terms,
worship will remaln as it §s now,
sought and performed for its own sake.
Liturgy ae an aim in itself, and the
relofive separalion af I"i;!ligi.l:lI.L'i- 1ife
and morality, have always been and
are up 1o this dale characteristie of
the Eastern Chrigtian Churches in 5y-
rig and may well remain distinetive
traite of African Christisnity.
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THE WORLD:

We might note In this connection
that the sign of the closed wall in
Tome is the decree of papal infal-
Itkility. Where thia is broken, and not
where it k8 maintained ks precieely the
place where grace is to be most ob-
viously Lownd, Il'll'u“iblllt_',' ig in fact
gubjectivity writ large. On the protoes-
tant side, eritleal acholarship  has
found itself all too often the priscner
of its own assumptiona. What ia pro-
bable is nok necessarily Lewe; what s
improbable may in fact be true, The
gospel reduced to probabilities e in
fact not a goapel at all. We may aceepl
itg truth and its liberating improba-
hilitieg with joy becaose these are Lhe
signs of grace. Tertullian's “T believe
hecanse it is impossible” is o charaoeie-
ristie exaggeration of the truth.

Our migsion ig therefore faced by
this double movement. He sends ua
out; on the way, he meeta us, We go
to meet a returning plonser, Wherever
wie get toin the conrse of this mission,
we flod that he has already been and
is, Thus we go out to mesl on alwaya
returning  bridegroom. When in the
end he comes, we shall know how pre-
cigely he has already alwaya been here.
Hence the inscparability of eschatolo-
gy and mission,

Thie mission of the second Adam

This mizsston of the second Adam
containg given characteristics, We con-
fess them ln the cresd. But what we
newd to note is the way in which these
conditiona can only be underatood in
the light of the wisdom of the cross.
They are given: but they do not ap-
pear exeept in the lght of faith, in
much the same way as cerlain things
anly become visible through X-rays or
ultrp-violet light.

1. ONE.

We need bo notiee that the oneness
of the world ig a complex procegs. En-
crgy in the world works both by fis-
gion and fusion, and both of these have
a bearing on the mission of the chureh.
There ia a right kind of fission: there
must be a division between apostles
and deacons; a dividing of the mission
between Peter and Paul, This ls not
a division of sovereignty, for sover-
elgnty does not resbde in the parts, but
in the head, There is also of course &
false division which often erops up.
But our fear of this must not prevent
us from recognizing the real place of
division of work and diversity of opin-
ion. Nor must we forgei that grace is
an exploaive energy (hal moves out-
wards nway from the cenfre: from
God to man. Yel of course, there is a
place for fusion, What the grace of
God brought together was alzo remark-
able, All kinds of divisions were swepl
away and the fellowship found [isell
heing complelely reconstituled so thad
there waz nelther Jew nor Greek, hond
nar free, make nor female. There are of
courae bmitations of this kind of anity
te be aveided like the plague: we may
notice for ingtance the unlikely ecoali-
tion of Sadducess, Hermdinns and Pha-
rigeea  brought together to crocify
Chriat. Any wiadom that does nol Lake
both these factors inte account in its
thinking about oneneas In fact will be
specious and subjective: it will not be
the wisdom of the croas. The eross
unites; the cross divides: we must fol-
low both its divisions and ita unities.

2 HOLY,

Haolinese obviously can no longer
be thought of In terms of external
taboos and aymhbols, The agent of sanc-

CONTEXT OF MINSION

(PART 2)

There are three examples of contemporary demonism that we
mav note, First and obviously, there is the ncurotic or psychotic
understandig of the world in which the facts have been made subject
to the person’s imagination. The more complete the domination of
facts by imagination, the more perilous the state of the patient. The
second tvpe is the ideologue. Again, there is the same subjugation
of the facts to a theory or system and the making of this theory
absolute and infallible. A third type can be seen in the priest who
puis his trust in a sacramental formula or in a minister who puts his
trust in a form of words. Both are prisoners, not of grace, but of
lack of grace. Of the three, the last is the most to be pitied.

tification is the Holy Spirit. Thoae in
whom he dwells are holy. Thus we
need to lenrn 1o recognize and acknow-
ledge the work of the Holy Spirit in
ourselves and In others, and {o see that
this work is the work of aanctificn-
tion by which we and they are being
bullt inte the temple of Ged. There s
no other eriterion of holiness than the
work of the Spirit. The wrisdom of the
first Adam vearns for an unapiritual
pxternal standard: but this is precisely
the slgn that is not given, For all the
appearanee of objectivity, this in fact
makea holiness subjective as well. Dis-
crimination and discermment ns 10
when to eeparate and when to unite
comes Trom the Bpirit alone, To pray
“Hallowed be thy name” is to admit
that we are praying for the impossi-
ble: a supernatural discernment that
enables us to distinguish what s of
the Spirit and what is not. True heli-
ness is thus the recognition of the
aame Spiril at work in differing wais
in othere for the wpbuilding of the
whaole temple of God.

3. CATHOLIC,

The estholicity of the church i an
aspect of its holiness, Catholieity s
not simply a geagraphical expreasion:
it iz a quality of comprehension, ap-
plicable both 1o the amall units and 1o
the universe alike, This means mone-
ower that the chureh is not conditioned
by our loeal cireumstances of under-
standing, This has effects both for me
and for those from whom [ differ. In
a congregation, for instance, it means
that T am Aol related fo my people in
terma of master and disciple, We are
havth diseiples related to the one mast-
er. Catholiciem has become tragically
idemtified with a hlerarchy, when in
fact true catholicism is the reverse of
hierarchy. We must learn to work with
the aame Bpirit, and in subosrdination
to the same Bpirlt at work in others
throughout the world, T there la a
hierarchy at all, it is & hierarchy of
service, not of rule,

0 particular importance for us is
the guestion of indigenization, This is
i proteat that often obscures the pro-
hlem. There is perhaps no  greater
threat to frue calholicity than indige-
nization, jusl as there i= perhaps mo
greater drive to indigenization than
an imperialist “catholicizm™. Thus for
instance, fo shell out permission to
play fMutes and o wse native languag-
eg i the liturgy can beeome litile more
ithan a political expedient to keep the
disgruntled colonial subjects happy.
O the other hand, profestant entholi-
cily meaning that every nation can do
as It likes is not cutholicity at all,
Catholicity ix mot what we mean by
“hrogdmindedness”, Catholicily is of
the Spirit, as the other characlteristics
are of the Spirit, Catholicity is the re-
cognition of this supernatural force at
wark in our world, and the exchange of
our concept of comprehensivencss for
the character that the Spirit gives,

1. APOSTOLIC.

We are sent inte the world from o
nuite definite base: the witness of Lhe
Herlpture and of the Holy Spirit to
the charpeter of Christ. Our mission is
ghaped by the word of the Lord of all;
it is constituted by the Lamb of God
who takes saway the sing of the world.
We may deascribe one facet of this
work as reconcilintion,

But any el imale of 1hiz work,
which iz Hia, must take full aceoeunt
af the serioisness of the diviglon to be
overcome. The measure of this serions-
ness iz the neesd for His death: of the
power of His grace, the fact that these
divigions have been overcome. Realis-
tie bridge building requires both the
measurement of Lhe gap and the cal-
culation of the traffic to be carried,
Here again, the wiadom of the cross
alone can give us the true understand-
ing of both of these things, Otherwise
we are like people trving to build with-
out taking any mensurcments at o all.
The apostolic ekklesia iz thus made up
of those who have been ealled out of
their understanding of the world, and
live now secording to the word of
Chriet about it. “T'his world in which we
live is Further constituted by and roest
on that same word. We therefore are
to live in Lhis world apprehending it
ang heing apprehended by il Our
means of deing thiz are faith, hope and
lowe: the results, the fruits of the
Spirit. Mot only do we withess, we are
part of the cvidence ourselves,

The myths of Adam and the
wisdom of the Cross

These then are the marks by which
the church understande ita missions,
and  moves towards  greaber under-
gtanding of it. These are given: at the
aime Lme these are what the choreh
becomesa. Thia procces of self-under-
stapding at the same time brings
about a judgement on the other means
by which men comprehend thelr world.
In this preeesa the wisdom of the first
Adam and the wisdom of the Cross
comg into open conflict. We may note
the way in which thiz happens by
examining eome of the other attempts
at  comprehension.  We muost  select
here, becanae there are almost ae mn-
ny atlempls al comprehenslon as there
are men. We may notice, hawever, thal
these attempts at comprehenaion,
theae mythe, are also the ways in
which man decelves himaelf. This is
the ezsential judgement of the wisdom
of the Cross on the wisdom of the
wige. The myths appear bo give us con-
trod of the world, and therefore afflu-
ence and salvation; in fact, they are
the menns by which we ghall be dam-
ned. We may nlso note that character-
istieally, worldly wisdom i to be seen
in opposite and opposing  conirasts,
each of which may have part of the
truth; but these pairs of conflicting
partz do nol have In themeselves whol
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they pretend to have: the whole truth.
We may thercfore contrast  these
mayths of comprehension with the ev-
et with which true apprehension be-
gins.

1. THE MYTH OF UUNITY AND THE
MYTH OF AFARTNESS.

Both gnore the work of Christ.
There g no unity for the world apart
from Christ, What appears to be unity
iz in fact wickedness or deception or
both. Pap-whitism and Pan-African-
iam are both in the end wicked. The
important part of ecach is the “pan”
part. We might remember the wonder-
Tul use Dorolhy Bayers makes of the
legend that when Christ died, Pan died.
There ecan in fact only be brue unity in
the light of this true judgement.

'T'hr SMmE  Eies for aparlnum, Hnl'l
must mot pot asunder what God has
united. Behind race theory there lies
the truth of the three generation Chod.
The myth becomes o way in which
man who can fruly =ay of him=ell “1
am®™, eguates his “1 am™ with God's
“I am™. He then compounds his sin by
adding the name of Abraham, Isaae
and Jacob, But this he iz not. He lives
in a single generalion; after that he
comes under the judgement of hisa aue-
cesanrs who are nol bound by what he
has done. Bacial theory projects the
domination of one generation into ful-
ure generations,

We ought mot to fear race auieide.
This i a myth. Whatever inlermar-
rimge muy be, it canmot by definition
be race sulelde. The secd only ton ob-
viopsly continues, We of Beots ancest-
r¥, Tor instance, can he profoundly
thankful that we are ne longer Picts

2 MYTHS OF EXCELLENCE AND
MYTHS OF EQITALITY.

Both can become forma of pride.
Chrast eslls whom he wills There ig 7o
higher destiny possible than this ecall.
He ealls all without respecl of peraohs
-—— that eall ia the basie of equality
There i no obher base than this eall
And becawae it i Christ’'e eall, it is
hotlh gractous and haolds within itaell
the eeed of true excellonee. On the
olher hand, the pursult of excellence
without Christ iz liasble to lead to
Christine Keeler: the pursuit of equa-
lity for its own sake leads to Stalin,

. SCIENTIFIC AND POLITICAL
MYTHS.

Thers is & real sense in which thess
are antagonistic and conflicting. Marx
elaimed to have made politice acienti-
fic. What in fact seems to have hap-
pened is thal aclence has become poli-
tical. The progress of seienee depends
increasingly on  public funds. The
ecientist finds himself dependent on
aothers for research facilities and & liv-
ing. Thue he ia much in the position of
n Chinese cormorant who hag to fish
for others, He must eateh for his own
living. But he cannot determine the
nuge to which what he eatehes la put.

The scientific catch is largely con-
irolled by the politiclan, But neither
hag the politician a free hand, He is
challenged by what other politicians”
cormorants are catching. He eannot
afford to be left behind In thie techno-
logical race because technology pro-
foundly influences power. Yet cach
new technological breakthrough means
the serapping of old aolutions and bal-
ancea, and, thercfore, new problems,
The politician ia caught between the
twin nightmares of nuclear war in
which his slde has inferior weapons,
and the serapping of programmes like
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"Blue Btreak’™ and “Skybolt™ after mil-
linns have been apent to develop them,
and hefore either reachez the troops,
hecause Lhe hardware itself haas be-
ecomte ohaoleacent, This the South Afvi-
can defener Foree can probably mect
and master the troops from any other
African nation, For this we may weat
our cheate out. But whal is our answer
to mon-African powera in Afriea? For
ingtance to a Polaris submarine in the
Indinn Oeean and an altimatum Lhat
unless there is an immediate geaniing
af onc-man one-vete, that the white
citieg will he destroyed by nuclear
warheads? Tn ihiz dilernma the myth
of Invincibility is as silly as the myth
aof o gotterdammerung.

4. THE MYTHS OF FREE ENTER-
PRICE AND NATIONALISED
ECONOMIES.

T the Tleld of ecomomics, thers is
the world wide eonflict which has iis
repercussions in our  own land, be-
tween free enterprise and nationalized
eeonomies. But what wisdoem snve that
nf the Cross enn teach o nation when
to be In want and when to aboond?

5. ECCLESIASTICAL MYTHS.

Despite the perennial reminder of

itas folly, Lhe myth about there be-
ing “no aalvation outside the church”
atill lives on. Recently it appears Lo
have been challemged by another myth,
ihat everywhere except in the church
there ls galvation — a way in which
even bishops appear to have misread
Bonlioeffer and others, We have in
reckon with grace both within and
outaide of what we are pleased &o
think are “normal channels”, and io
atop thinking about these as regretins-
ble admissions we have 1o make about
God's unpredictable workinge, Rather
we should glery in the grace of God
wherever we find it at work, Tt is im-
portant that we realize the truth that
where sin abounds, grace did much
more abound, T we have found o lot
of it in others, it ig time thal we alao
acknowledge the grace which has been
gent to cover Lhis sin,

Re-thinking our divisions

If we think of the tenslons which
the mission of the choreh inte ihe
world hps =et up wilhin the church,
we can only he grieved st the way in
which they have not heen accepied or
resplved, We con see and admit the
wigdom of the decision of the couneil
at Jernanlem in resolving the differ-
ecnees hetween Jew and Gendile, Bul
what of the couneil of Whithy; or the
faes hetween conventuals and Spiri-
tuala in the Middle ages; or those be-
tween reformers amd Rome in the sixi-
eenth century; or the gquestion of ac-
eommodation raized by Jesuits im the
sevenfeenthy or the issaes  belween
Wesley and the hishopa in the eighi-
eenth; or these hefween younger and
older churches in the present. Or in
our own land, those hetween Misaion
churches, Ethiopian and Zionist; or
the “middie of the road” againsi hoth
Rome and Pentacostalism? Do not all
these require o he re-thought accor-
fling to the wisdom of the Cross, ns-
suming the unconditional characier of
the grace of God given az we put our
fuith in His Word and are led hy His
Spirit, and prodocing the reformation
of the human instilutions and tradi-
tions Instead of a demomic defence of
fhem?

What pguarantees are  there for
snch an enterprize? There are none
gave the promise of Chrost that he is
with ug to the end of the age. If il
takes faith to aet on this promise, ao
through faith we shall disesver that
no other puarantee iz needead. Thus by
faith and by faith alone ean we enter
thiz which is the eontext of our mis-
sion: in aecepting i, accept as ours
o mission to discover the grace of God
at work in uz and In these to whom
we g This world remnins irreducibly
the object not only of our witnesa but
of God's eare, and beeause this world
la under His poversignty alone, it will
not admit the soverslgnty of anything
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elaa. All other atternpta to subject this
world to an alien Lord are in fact
usurpations arlsing from the pride or
the anxicty of men. They arise [rom
defective theologiea: that ia defeetive
understanding of the work of God in
amd throwgh Christ and the Floly
Bpirit,

His mission and ours

Thus there are two waye in which
wi may attempt this commission of be-
ing =sent into the world, In the faco of
the imtractabiality of the woarld to oor
wishes and deeigng we may fake the
way of the Tirst Adom and of tle Old
Tarael and try to subdue the waorld to
ourselves, Men are always trying this
way because of the almost irresistible
pttraction and temptation that they
ghall ke “like Gods”. Yet this is the
wny Lhe second Adam rejected, nmd
therefore which if we are identified
with him, we must also reject. He did
not want the Kingdems of the world

9

as the devil comprehemnded these Iyving-
Iy. He rejected every order save that
which was the order of his father,
that order which alone could make of
1l waorlds of our comprehension o sin-
ale univeras.

%0 he chose the second way. He
broke through the demonic bareiera
with their illustons of comprehensien,
Lheir semblance of wisdom and their
vanrped powers, He alao hroke through
the barrlers that man in his pride,
greed and  snxiely  bhad  erected.
Though it coat him the death of the
alave, ho was rendy always to take the
form of the aervant, Preeisely  le-
cauae of this absolute obedience, he
has been given the name that is above
every name, and the unigue authority
after which the firet Adam Iosted but
never attained. He will not only have
the dominion over creation signified
by giving to each his name; he will
hawe Lhe allegiance of all: &0 him eve-
ry knee will bow and every tongue
conlese — to the glory of God Lthe

Falher, Further, it ia God's intentlon
that in being Lhus exalled, he should
be the first-born among many breth-
ren., Because he shared our humilia-
tion — which is our position in the
world, we moy share his exnltstion —
which ia his position in the world, This
ig our true desting and his,

But in doing thiz, he has pol before
us an unaveidable choice. Will we re-
main in the camp, imprizsoned within
our own sin and lack of comprehen-
giom, or will we go ouf (o where he is,
ang Cind that in the end, the Cily of
(sl = centred roond the same Lamb
in = midsi,

Again, we wail with jov and ex-
pectation where we wre; bot we listen
intently for the showt that heralds the
Bridegroom, and when we hear it, we
take our lamps with joy and g0 to meet
Him, Suddenly the world — the con-
text of oor mission — sleeping amd
-rlart, Ieeomes ablase wilh |ig|1|: wmicl
song hecnuse He who i2 coming = hore.

REV. 5. 5. M. THELEJANE®

IMPRESSIONS OF THE SECOND
THEOLOGICAL STAFF INSTITUTE

Thia Theological Institute was held
alt Bt, Peter's, Rosettenville from the
4ih to the 2k January 1964, TE was
the seeond of its kind in Southern
Alrlea,

About  thirtv-six  lecturera, Trom
various denominatinns and Sominarics,
met here Lo attend lectures given by
Professors from as far afield as the
Metherlands, United Siates of Ame-
rlea, and MNorthernm Nigerin, Aparl
from these three professzors two ladies
of nutstanding scholastic abilitics alan
deliverad lecturea, These were Dir Hell-
mann and Mra Min Brandell-Syriar.
They each presented very thought pro-
voking papora on the wrhean African,

There i8 no doubi that everyone
who attended went away deeply im-
pressed by the manner in which the
whale machinery worked harmonionsly
together. All those who were responsi=
hle For the smooth running of things
(hore I want to guote the names of
the Direclor, Professor Oosthuizen.
the Chairman of the Co-ordinaling
Clommittes, Revd. C. F. B, Kaudé, Ho-
norary Secretary of B A, Advisory
Commiltes on Theologieal Tnatitutes,
Mr F. van Wyk, and the Chairman of
the SA. Adviaory Committes on Theo-
logical Imstitutes, Fr, S3tubbs and the
Chaplain, the Rewd, Becken) descrve
our proise for this wonderful work.
While nearly everything at the Tnati-
tute appeared interesting, there nre
perhaps eertaln things which made a
rather pronounced iMpression on me.
These are:—

1} Communication throngh the 1Moly

Spirit,

The feee mannes in which bolh
campa, Black and White, communicn-
ted and shored idens, should never e
underestimated. It s inevitable that
when we first come across each olher
there are some ohvlous reservations on
cither side of the eolour line, Bult it
will only be a matter of some two or
three dave and the whole lump gets
permeated and leavened by God's Holy
Spirit, and we begin to understand
cach other better and long to exchange
idens freely and warmly, There didn't
seem to be o superiority or inforiority
complex an the part of either party.
It seemod aa if everybody was behov-
ing in a perfectly natural way townrds
cach other, And I cannot help remark-
ing that it Is quite clear that relations
nre improving ovory year we meot for
thiaz important ohject of hearing loct-
uree delivered, and of sharing idens

anmd  expericnecs  in our  theslogieal

wark,
2y The (hirst for unily,

Emanating out of the foregoing
impression is the obvlouwsly insatiable
thirat for unity on the park of mem-
bers representing  cortain  denominn-
tiong, Tt ig of eourse pnderstandahble
that some members felt this need more
than did others T do peay Lhat the
Haly Spirlt may move more and more
members Lo the realisation of the neo-
caglty for iaking auch a step. There is
nievertheless no doobt that there ke a
waorld-wide awankening of conscience as
far as the gquestion of re-union of
christendom is concerned, There iz a
general feeling that a divided chureh
ig bound io Tnil in itg eandeavour to
hring the mesaage of reconcilinticn 1o
men sines it iz not l_I.H-E!f reconciled to
ilzelf, Firel the Church has to peaetise
what it preaches and only then can it
hope to win over esbrmnged souls, and
unite them with Christ in 1Tis Church,

3 Pence.

I wae aleo wery greatly impressed
by the atmosphere of peacefulness we
enjoyed at Roeettenville, Maybe it was
after o similar experienee of peaceiul-

ness that the Sisters st 5t Benediet's
House decided to inscrilbe on the Bell
Tower and al the gates that wonder-
ful three-lettered word “PAX™1

4y Acndemic Stondards,

I mlso motieed that there was a
grenl desire to lmprove the slandard
of theological training, and the raising
of the academic standard in our Bemi-
naries, This is nccepted as 8 necessary
etep. But T dare gay the heads of chor-
theg are the people to take this initia-
tive and dance in coneart 1o the musie
thsa mayed. Yel Uhis musl not mean
that God can only “call” men of higher
quallfications to Lhe exclusion of the
devout, but less intelligent, men who
happen to possesg o Junbor Certificate
only.

In coneluslon T must say that while
wr pppreciate wery much what  our
lecturora from abroad gave us, vel all
bt agree wilh me that mores amd
more  lecturers from  either South
Alrien or the rest of Afrien must be
invited, and be able to relate what
they teach to the Afrvican contempo-
rArY BCOne.

:-H?' r-lll_illl'ul.lull" is & feedprer o Si Med sy
foaffise, 1 erefeeive.

— Rev. 5. J. Magagula®

What the Ntaii Institute
Course meant to me

Thia heing my firat contact with
sl a group, aome impressions have
been made in my life, 1 will just touch
on two and them T shall endeavour io
give soTme eomsbruclive eriticism,

Flret and foremoat; at this Institu-
te my dream of meeting and hearing
views from Christiang from the other
gide of the eolour-line was fulfilled.
Thiz 18 not only limited to making
friends which in itself is essential but
it alao showed that Christians are
dropping Lthe colowr-harrler and are
goeing the need for exchanging wviews
at the highest level.

Secomilly, it wins of most impoerian-
ce to note that Christians see the need
for a united fromt in the effort of
“reaching the regionz heyvond” which
must be claimed for Chrisl, “I7 there
was a time for working fogether in
the Christian cireles, it is now!™

With theze two impressions in mind
I would like to add that T am very
much disturbed by the fact that the

E‘Hl!‘tii‘:i[m!'l.lq are shill  paot ;lgren:.;l on
what THE COSPEL g, that s to be
preached to the regions beyond, This
in my frank opinion is the crox of our
dizunity, and I fecl the sooner {his
fuestion ia thouroughly theashed oul
the better. This question ean only be
pnewered by “the Grand Old Book™
which is the eomplete revelation from
Gl Tt im pathetic to hear people speal
of joinlng a eerlain church or denormi-
nixtion to be eaved. According o the
Eible galvation is through Christ ( John
10 2 %y, The world i3 on flee snd we
must be agreed whelher to use water
or powder in putting this flre out,

The lectures wiere uppreciated and
some thoughl-provoking guestions wers
raiged and we were shaken by some
facts which hitherto we had ignored
OT Wore unaware of,

"Kee. Wapagwle is connecied Ie e Folwrsics-
finrg fHidde Mnacidore, Floridw.
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WORSHIPPING TOGETHER

(Letters of a Minister to a member of his Flock)
1

[ear Mra Smith,

T have been thinking a great deal
phasiil ¥ou zines our eonversation yes-
terday. T beligve me when I say that
1 think I understand your deep feel-
ingg, and the turmoil they musl Tt
cousing in your mind, Please be pssur-
ed of my prayers for you, and for all,
that God may lead us to see what is
right, and may glve us the strength
and power o do what 18 right, 1 sin-
cerely proy that God will use what |1
have to say in this letter — nond in
any other lettera and econversationg
that mny Tollow Lo glve us hia lght
pnd to help vs follow his lght.

Adricans worshipping in same
church building

Ti peems to me that the main ress-
on for your unhappiness ig Lhat you
find youraelf unable to necept the fnct
af Africans worshipping in the same
service and in the same church build-
ing as yourself, T remember the olher
pensons that you mentioned, but it ap-
peara that this is the main one, (T am
quite prepaved to peeepl your wiord
il o tell me thal thiz i3 nol a0 P
hind this, as you yourself admitted, is
ihe strong Feeling handed in you [E4Y
your own parcats, your family rad
friends all of whom take whal you
have called the  Alrikaans viewpoini”
on thie maller,

I do b think you were aliogether
right on this last small point. 17 1 may
hegin with & confession, T believe that
many many English-speaking South
Africans feel very much as you do, and
I confess thal in aome reapects 1 share
thia attitude, T and my fellow English-
speaking  South Africans  dare mad
atand nside anid Mame “the Afrdhaner”
for Lhese strong Teelings. We all have
ihem,

T da heliewve, heanever, that when we
exprpe  these atrong feelings o ol
and 1o his Word, we shall find Lhal
they are both wrong and sinful.

First of all, with regard to Afri-
enns worshipplng with us In Church.
May 1 wepeat that we miisl  psanme
fhat Africans wha do this are Afrienn
Christinng, and that they have no oth-
er motive than to ghare with us in the
warship of God — thelr God and ours,
1f indesd they are Christians, then the
bhond, the link between us, gocg decp-
er than any other human bond. Christ
has given himself to them, as he has
given himself to us, and, if wa have
Christ in common, we have the very
greateat  thing posasible in eommaon.
When Christ comes Lo ug, wheln we
apen our hearts to him and eall him
rur Tord and Savionr, them he imme-
diately joing usg, in love, to everyhody
elpe wha falthfully hears the name of
Chelatinn, Tt does not really matter
whether the other Chriatian iz Japan-
oan, Toed Tndion, Eskimo, Russion or
Afpienn — Jesug Christ himsell has
minde thint man my brother,

The viewpoint of the majority
of African Christians

Yon did point out — and  quite
rightly — that church bulldings and
eorvices nre provided for African ).
e near whern they live, and in their
own Inngunge and style, and that they
ahonld therefore attend these services,
That ia, of couras, what the great ma-
jority of African Christians do. They
find our “Furopean services” too for-
mal and eold for their exuberant an-
tire, But if an Afriean Christlan fecln
that just now and again he would like
tn have Tellowship with hls white bro-
ther-Chiistiana, or if he feels that Gaod
comee to him mare readily or more

easily by worshipping wilh us, and
thring in dour :sl;_'-'h'! of aorvice, wo
eannol refuzs him.

I believe that it comes down to this
aquestion: what do we belicve ia Lhe
maosl impartant thing about o pereon?
Do we osk ourselves: is he a man with
lowe im his hearl, is he o oman whno
thinks deeply about his failh, ia thot
man i Christian? Or da we ask onr-
golven: ja that man bloock

Africans who are not Christians

o Tar. T hove hecn lalling about
Afrienns who are also Christians, ot
we must face the fwet that many Afri-
eans are iol Christiana, ( For thed matl-
ter, many white men are nol Chris-
tinng eithery. What should our rela-
tionship with them be? T belleve we
must try to see it if T may pot it this
way, from God's point of view. We he-
ligve Lhat Cod made na, made overy
man. We believe mlso Lhat God lowves
CVeTY M even the ainner, even Lhe
man who doeg not relirn God's love or
respond to it Now let us try bo put il
vary ﬂimp]}r, God  lowtes me  (oven
though 1T am o sinners, God loves thal
man over there, But that man is A
Blnek man, Therefore T owill mel Toane
hitm, Im other words, 1T am rve:fl::'-:ir'lg Lik
love n person whom God loves,

Let us mot hae tog “spiritoal™ alwl
ihis love. When God wastied io give us
his love, he did something very pracli-
cal and eonerete and materinl —  he
aepnt na his Son, Jesus Chrizt. He did
not just say “1 love every man™, anid
leave it at that. He added the deed io
ihe word. So alans, it iz not enough Tor
us to say I love that man, even if he
is o hlack man” and then de nolhing
meere phonl il, We mus{ act in love {o-
warids  that  mone 10 he =saffers, we
must suffer, 17 he feels hord and op=
gt and unhappy, we must alze feel
the same, If he is separated from his
Family, and can only see them al long
intervals, must Teel the hurt of Chai
siludion in sur own heart= 15 he iz 0

—t————— ——

clever and {alemted mon, bl canmod
pxereise the talents thal Godl has given
him, we mus=t share that Frost ration.

The forces against Christianity

May [ cloge thiz letter (it is prob-
ably already ton lomg) with Lhis word:
I helievo ihe filure of Chrislinnity in
our beloved conntry depends on how
we white and non-while Christinng act
toiwards one anol her, There are sbromg
Torces working againal Christianily in
{his lamd, Ome of 1he strongest ia Lhe
foree of Islam Mohammedaniam.,
Telam knowa nno eoloure  bar: while

Mnglems and Black Moslems are hroth-
ers in the faith, and they act as il they
really were brothers, IF white Chrisl-
iana gay to hlack Christiana “You are
pur brothers” but do nothing to prove
what they say, it Is quite possible that
Talam  wlll conquer Christianity in
South Afriea. 1L has happened before

when Talam wiped out Christianity
in Worth Afriea 1200 yenra ago.

May T repent here my warm invl-
fatiom for you to enme B0 the atudy
when you feel you wonld like Lo talk
theae matters over? 1 shall be very
happy to BEo Yol

Yours very sincerely,
R, Orr.

Readers’ views:

Questions on “The

Church and Politics”

Tear Sir,

As oo momber of one of the Toteh
Boformed Churches, T have remd Rev,
e’z article “The Church and oelit-
iea™ in the Jomuary issue of Pro Veri-
Ente with an open mifid.

Whilat rending it certain questions
arnse in my mind which T now shall
tranalnte inlo words, in the hope thiat
an answer will be Forthcoming,

The=e peaple, the fine philosspher,
whin aeeording o yom, i |W|:"|-'EI'I.I;1.'II
from wsing his talenis, the bosiness-
men who are deprived from their live
lihisindl, nll Thise whise progress ane
impeeilied By dhe enloor laws of ihe Re-
public, are there any definile proafs
ihat they will ohey the will of o

concerning (e white race, should the
reins of sovernment come indo their
hamd=sT

What assurance has the white raee
that in every spherg of life:; eennom-
ics, industry, cducallon, agrienbtore,
the home, sport —and politics, a non-
white government will prove that the
Lord is Giod, and that Hia will must
he dome? Was il the will of God that
rismiomnries must be muedered recent-
Iy tn the Kwiln provines of the Congo?

T nm awaiting your reply with ex-
pectation.
T nm ele.
“RIMIL. SMIT",

Rev. Orr replies as follows:

1 warmly weleome Mr Bmil's ns-
auranes Lhot he remd my arvticle with
an open mind, 1 weleome alao the op-
portunity he has given me to diarmss
the fasuea raised hy that article,

A needless assumplion

The article pointed out that snme
of our laws break Gods command-
ments, and plended with the Chrisi-
inn not only tn realise this but to work
in rectify the situation, From his led-
fer, it would seem that Mr Smil as-
aumes thak the only way o rectify the
giluation ia te hand the reins of gov-
grnment aver to the non-whites, T do
pat Think that nssumption is justified
om the basiz of my article, T traly he-
lieve the while man conld he just with-
ont nludicating all power.

God's judgement

Lot us, however, agaume, will Mr
gmit, that power hos poassed into the
hands of the non-white. He then nska,
in effeet: Could we be sure that » non-
white government would ohey the will
af God? Could we be sure that they
wronld net with juslice towards the
whites ¥

History seems to give n negalive

amswer, The Pilgrim Fathers et Fog-
Bl o escape  veligiouns  indoleranee,
snd prompily et up o religisusly in-
folerant  povernment  in the  New
Warld, The French Revelulion and the
Rolshevik Revolulion seem {0 show
ihat when the undervdog heoames Top-
g, he takes revenge on those who
lorded it over him for so g, Recent
cvenls In Africn seem to point ihe
agme way, (Like Mr Smif, T am ap-
palled at the murder of missionorics
in the Congn, Bot when 1 read how
(he Church in France and in Huossa,
hefove their veapeciive  revelutions,
was identified with the oppressions of
the upper classes, [ wonder whether
the Fale of the Church I= not part of
God's jodgement.)

Revenge not inevitahle

Azauming, then, that non-whiles
achicve power in South Afriea, s it
inewitable that there will ba o similar
process of violent revenge? While nat-
urially I eonnot prove this, T do nal
{hink it I inevitnble, A great deal
depends om the method by which the
non=white achieves power. IT the white
man af-ihbaraly balds on te his power
tes 1t bitter end, then the prospecls
are ghoomy, If he, of his own will,
shares progressively more and mors
power with the non-white, T heliove
violence and bloodshed will be much

leas likely, The vislence of the Fronch
anid Bolghevik revolutione, and of oert-
ain unhappy events in our oWn coun-
ey, seem to indieate that it is when
the top dog refuses to listen to renss
prahle requests thal the undendog be-
comes bitter, frostrated and wielent.

To my mind, thero are fwo morse
factors that would work to prevent
violenee, One ia the ineredible armount
of goodwill that still exista in the heart
of the non-white, The other 18 the faet
that Christian people of all colours aro
proviag God for a peacelul selution 10
our prohlems, T find it hard to think
that God will not hear thore prayers.

Our responsibility

Finally, T refer more specifically to
the guestion: T4 (here any definite
proaf  that o non-white eovernment
will ohey the will of God? Tn all hones-
iy, T must pssure Mr Smit that such
proof is impossible, no matter what
government is involved in this land or
any other, However, il is far more
likely that s government — any gov-
ernment — will he concerned (o obey
God's will, i the Christian cilizens of
the country eoncerned work to make
it =i,

. Orr.
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