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Bp die Hoofposkarioor of nuuablad peregaleeer,

=ome reflections rising from ai-
tendanee at the Salisbury Con-
ference on “Christian education
_Ilﬂ Fi | l_'hﬂ."gill;.: ."I.I-I'il_'iln..I|

These were the kind of oheervations
that one heard repested over and over
at Lthe conference on “Christian Educa-
tion in & Changing Afriea” held under
the auspices of the All Afrlea Chur-
cher” Conference in Salisbury last Ja-
nuary.

It all sounded very familizr, I= this
net very close bt what we in South
Afriea are used to hearing from the
Afrikaner nationelist, and what we as-
sociate with the policy of Christian
wational Edugation, I sshed myself, It
oecurred to me time and again thot
Christinns of the "Duateh Reformed™ or
“Afrikaner” churches in South Africa
are in & far better positiom than my-
aelf to vunderstand and  sympathise
with the urge to Africanise omnd to
assert the “African personality.”

The expericnes of national struegle,
f siriving for national identity in the
face of a far more powerful culture
from oversens, the fostering of a na-
tiomal tongoe and national literalure
— ull these things the Afrikaner has
in common with emergent African na-
tiomaliam. The Afrikamer, perhaps
more easily than the English-speaking
White, could find in the African to (he
North, and in  2outh  Afriea,
a hbrother wunder the =kin. How
donbly tragic then is the isolation of
Afrikomers, and especially  Afokaner
Christians, from the rest of this con-
timent amd from the rest of the Church
in Afrien!

Dangers to African nationalism

The Afriean nationalist, who s
Christian naturally, wants to fuse his
Christianity with his nationalism.
What iz more. the churches in newly
independent African Countries, and
countries about to  become  Inde-
pendent, are most anxious to indentify
themeelves with Afrlean nationalizt gs-
pirations and to rid themselves of fo-
rriﬁ'ﬂnr‘m. They s the need Lo Afris
caniae worship and to take a more po-
sitive view of Afriean tribal rustoms
and beliefa. Thia ecould possibly lead
bo an African “Christinn Motionalism™
parallel to the Christien Nationalism of
the Afrikaner in Bouth Africa, snd
heset with similar teraptationa: to all-
oy the Church to subserve the Sinbe
and bo saubvert the gospel to nationsl
ideology and inlerests,

The experience of Afrikancer Chris-
tinns in this regard should be extreme-
Iv relevant to the other churches of
Afriep. Much could B¢ learnt  from
those Afrikaner Christlans who are
painfully sorting out the “Christian™
trom the “Matlonal” in the Christlan

il s s,

*n-ur:i-u-i-:-u-rn-r

DIE CGEREGTIGE
FTUTTERHEIM
REDAKSIONEEL/EDITOHRIAL
OORDENKING

FREEDOM UUNIER THE CROBE

i
: ek :
HiH I H H e
£ . Ly g '__ N
i
DIE EERK 1IN DIE WERELD ¥

TEENAGERS AND RELIGION . B

STUTTERIEIM
BIENAWYEE VAN LERERS
GELOOPF EN VOORTBEETAAN

f
L w k3

& =

CHRISTIAN leDPIrTHLY FOR SOUTHERN
March 15 Maart 1963

o o

AFRICA
Volume 1. Ko, 11

Begistered & the Posi Office of o Newspaper

Africanism and

Airikaner Vationalism

“Education mu=t  be Africanised.

" "Education miis=t express the African

personality.” “Mission education has been an alien importance from European
countries. 1E has been guilty of neglect of African Colture, African traditions,

African values.

receive greater afbention”
Mationnl synthesis and resolutely re-

jecting that which conflicts with the
teaching of the Bible,

Afrikaner’ s

African nationalizm

Contribution 1o

Finally, it is within the realm of
poesibility that such dialogue could
lead te w plece being found within
Pan-Africanism for Afrikater national
consticusness. The Afrikaner, by the
very name he hag chosen for himself,
demonstrates his desperate degire to

“Hislory tesching must  he
“African history must he taught by African leachers.”
own history, geography, literature, music and art.”

aimed at  nation  buoilding.”
“We must teach ouar

“African languages miusi

"belong™ in Afrien, SBinee the Afri-
canism of new Africa iz o oulturn)
rather than a racial concept it seems
that there is room for his agceptance,

I have the impression that Africa-
nism iz safficiently wide, all  em-
hracing flexible and self-confident to
include all, irrespective of race, who
aincerely regard Afries as “home™ and
who are prepared to place allexiance
te Africa before allegiance to amy
other culture, country or power bloc,
This is what the Afrikaner constantly
urges English-speaking Whiles 1o do
in relation o South Africa. Is he
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prepared Lo do the same in relation
io Africa as a whole? It would have
to involve radieal repudiation of all no-
lions of race superiority and Afrikaner
hegemony, and also fearless abandon-
ment of enltural isolationizm, recognis-
ing that it is hy contact and exchinge
that culiure Mlourishes and not by =elt-
ing up & white man's preserve.

For Afrikaner nationalism to lose
itself in this fashion may be the only
way in which, ultimately, it can pre-
aerve ita very life,

"] Hia;!_?ﬂ;ﬂm is orponising secrefary of
the Chritlimm Edwcation Movemend,

Ds. D, J. Malan ®
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‘i spesifiele geregligheid met betrebling 10 die

pfrltl.ﬂh'.in'!' mensgemanlite landswette, Maar ons wil ons hier J".r:*.qf;{
houw met die algemene Reg, justitin, wat universeel is en gehoor-
stamheid eis aan die ewige wette van God soos gesien in die
natuurwetie en in die blyvwende, algemene en ingeskape geestelilie
wette in die wese van die mens wat sy verhoudinge tot medemense

hepaal.

Die mensdom word met versnelde
tempo al noner asn mekaar verbind en
g het dit hoog tyd gewoerd dat weels
meer ernstige aandag gegee word dear
dle regeringa van volke aan die univer-
sele geregtigheid, asn justitia, Die be-
gel moet verskerp word dat die mens-
dom op pad is, en reeds ver gevorder
het, om een algemene lggasm te word,
sodat as een 1id gefer word, al dic lede
cer onbvang, &n as een lid Iy, al dis
lede geraak word, en sehere welgewing
nie tot ‘n ovelk beperk bly nle, maar
reaksies by die andere opwel,

Wette het gesag binne die domein
van die wetgewer oa sy geregtighedd
iz die eis van gehoorsaamheid en trou
ann wetle,

e domein was cers die hoisgesin
maar deur wyer ¢n wyer lopende krine
ge het dit gegaan om die groep of kraal
die stam, die volk en nou tob 'n mate,
volkere, te omaluit. Denr anel verkaer
ig volke so saumverbind dat handels-
cgaoreenkomate gesloit en  gederbledig
word. So begtaan dasr reeda Innk ge-
respekicerde aoreenkomsbe (ussen die
volke wvan die blanke ras. Maar die
kring word nou ol wyver en omsluit rass
ge van ander kleur. Dasr 1 nog die
skeiding lussen die Weste en die Ooste
maar ook hierdie begrensing word af-
gotakel, So i reeds Israel, Indig, Ja-
pan ea. wit die Doste aen die Weske

verbind. Die mensdom word een lig-
ganam,
Alleen geregrigheid bind samn

Maar bo dit s dasr 'n Reg wat die
geheel oorkoepel en geregtigheid en
trou elg, en alleen geregtigheid teenoor
higrdic Reg aal samewerkende eenheid
ghep, Jesus noem dit die Eoninkrylk
]I'T["g'{']'i.ﬂﬂl van God en ,2%" geregtig-
1ehd.

Die regering van God gaan oor al-
les en strek oor die heelal, beide oor
die figlese skepping en sy kragte en
oor die verstandelllk-geestelike gehied.
DMt alles is 'n wetbeheerate en geor-
dende heelal. En waar wet is, operesr
die reg en geregtigheld. Daar is dus 'n
geregtigheid ool tow. die fisiese na-
tuur,

Dike wetenskap, dewr "n felle en
lankvolgehone atryd  teen  onkunde,
vooropfevntte konsepsies en hygeloof,
het dle geregtigheld, in die verhou-
ding van die mena tot die natoor, ver-
kryv. Dlie wetenskap het dic mens Finaal
oortiig dat, deur opregte en onbevaor-
oordeelde ondersoek, by deur akkurate
kennis van, en gehoorsaamleeid azn, die
natuurwells sy hoogste prostasieg be-
reik. Ceregtigheld, in sy wverhouding
tot die wette van die natuoar. i3 non
hehaal.

Mie godediens moet nog deur gelonf

Die Gezegtig/wia

en wetenskap die geregtigheid op sees-
telik-morele gehied behaal, Waar die
mens geslang het in sy verhowding ot
die koninkryk van die fisiese natuur,
gal hy dan ook nie slhag in sy verhog-
ding tot die koninkryk van God en sy
geregtigheid im die  verhouding  van
mens ol mens nie? Om B¥ T sle
ontwikkeling te herelk mioet die mens
heide op die gebied van die fisiese na-
tunr en op die geestelike lerrein die
Reg, die geregticheid, laat sedvier oor
alle wanverhoudinge.

Deur op natuurgebied sy groot en
magtipe prestasies te bhehasl en op
geesielike gebicd maar aglerna fe hom
of aelfz te faal, shep die mens "n mees
gevaarlike ongebalanseerdheid, Hierin
ia die erns van die situasie en die wor-
atelperinde wat die mensdom vandag
deurmank.

Menslike wette en die reg
van God

Thit i= 'n corbekende felt dat s re-
geringswet "n regter noodsaalk om val-
gens die wel uitsprasnk te docn en nie
volgens die Weg nle, afgesien of die
wet en die Reg (justitia)y dorcenstem
of nle, 'n Mensllke wet kan 'n oneeg
venr God” regverdiz en  die regler
noodsaak om, volgens die wel, n reg-
verdige, maar volgene die Beg. 'n on-
repverdige witspronk te doen. Die tref-
fendate geval i die van Pllatus as reg-
ter van die beskuldigde Jesus Hier is
die kroiaiging van die Reg In dfe Reg-
verdige, The grootste en meoes mensver-
agordelende tragedle b= op die aarde af-
goepec]l toe ' menslike wet die Reg-

& Vervodp ap Blodsy 3



2

Pro Veritate

Stutterheim The;:rlogical Cou

Zome mission societies working in South Africa began to train their
African Clergy about 50 te 80 years ago. Since then a good number of

theological seminnries and  fenlogical faculties

have theen  established  in

South and South-West Africa, Bat up to now each seminary worked on ite own,
There was very little contact between them and lecturers mei only oceasio-
nally at conferences held for other purpoeses, Bul s0 far il had not been possible

to get together for the purpose

of diseussing the problem of theological

vilucation in Southern Afriea, of studying and worshipping together. That
= why we are a0 extremely thankful to the Theological Education Fund {(TEF),
its directors and its South African sub-committee that g First Institufe For
Theological Staff could ke held in South Africa this year, after three soch
Instilotes had already been held last vear inm West and East Afriea. It s
plnnn-td that Tour similar Institutes will e held in South Africa.

Attendance

We were 33 lecturers drawn from
16 theological seminaries and faculties,
We were joined by Prof. Z. K. Mat-
thewsa from the World Council of
Charches, Prof, W, J. van der Merwe
from Stellenbosch and the Bev. 5 B
Tema, all three of whom acted as =so-
called “resources persons.” Prof, A, 8
Ceyser from the University of the
Witwntersrand was the chaplain of the
Institute and Mr F. J, van Wyk, the
Honorary Secretary of the 5.A. Advi-
gory Committes for Theological In.
stitutes, was the director. Far a week
Frof. H, W, Gensichen from Heidelberg
Unlversity, Germany, the Assoeiate
Director of the TEF, was with us nt
Stntterheim. The two guest proffes-
pord Whoe delivered the lectures were
Peof. 0, Piper from Princeton Theolo-
gical Beminary (UUS8AY for Wew Testa-
ment Theology and Exegesis, and Prof,
Th. €. Vriezen from Utrecht (Hol-
land} for 01d Testament Theology and
Exegesis.

We were a very mixed group: Afei-
cang, Coloureds, Europeans, from
Zouth Africa, the Egropean continent,
Great Britain and the U2A, ol with
our different theslogieal approaches.
We wers members of different denomi-
nationzs and traditions, including Fat-
hers of the Anglican Community of
the Resurrection, Luthersng of Cep.
man, Swedizh and Finnish origin, Re-
formed Christisng from South Africa,
Holland and Switzerland, Methodists,
Congrogationalists, and Baptists,
Among the participantz thers were
two lady lecturers and Peof, B K.
Matthews remarked: “Only two ladies!
T would lke bo ses more lady theolo-
glans as lecturers In our theological
seminaries!™ It wae indeed a venture
b bring these varions men and women
logether for o foor weeks' course in
Old and New Testament Theology and
Exegesie and for discussions on thealo-
gleal education in Bouth Afriea,

The study programme

The great problem that arese time
and agnin was that of arriving, noi ai
an African Theslogy, bug al a Chris-
tian Theology applied to the problems
af Afrien and expressed in forms that
will combat the view held by many
Africanz these days that the message
of the Rible i from the White man and
for him anlv. T is therefore not sur-
prizing thet the term “indigenization™
of forms of worship and expression
was =0 often found in our discussions,
though this problem is to be dealt with
fully at the mext Tnstitute.

It was cortainly wise to begin with
the study of the Bible, because the
Bible iz the basis, mot only of all theo-
Iogieal education, but of the doectrine
as well and of all studies in the direc-
tion of arrlving at “Christian theology
in the real sense and In the context of
Afriea.” We were thankiul to listen to
competent  lecturers, While Prof. O,
Piper gave a genersl survey on New
Tesiament Theology and delivered all
hig lecturea on exegesis himself, Prof,
Vreleren iried to deal with Old Testa-
ment problema relevant to religlous
probiemsa in Africa and pleked a nums

ber of participantz to prepare exege-
tical studies for delivery bo and dis-
cussion by all participante, including
the professore. In this way “students™
were agssciated actively in the acade-
mic studies and very fruitful dizscus-
sioma could take place. Both lecturers
took into consideration coptemporary
theologienl trends of thought, paying
attention in the MNew Testament field
to the Bultmann Behonl with its histo-
rical-critical method so much in sway
in present-day Cermany, and to the
gchool of historical traditions in the
field of O1d Testament Theology, as-
sacinted with the name of Prof, G, von
Fad. Evening lectures were delivered
by Prof. H. W. Gensichen an Mission,
the World and Mizsions, by Prof, 2.
E. Matthews on the Selishury Confe-
rence on Christian education, and by
the Rev. T.EN. Ggubule on the All
Afriea Youlh Conferemce held in ®ai-
robi. These lectures were much appre-
ciated because they linked our Instis
tute with other ecumenical endea-
vours, On two evenlngs Prof, Vriezen
showed wa hiz beputiful colour-glides
of Palestine, Lebanon and Mt Singi.

The participants had brought along
& good number of valuable theological
books so that o libeary was at our dis-
mal, for further inetitultes. FMowever,
it waa flelt that a still greater selection
of books should be available, Ench par-
ticipant wasz provided with some text-
books in order to go deeper into the
thoughts exposed during lecture pe-
riads. Many of us would have heon
glad to devote much time to study, but
we arrived st Btutterheim after a very
busy term and with the prospect of
gtarting a new term just after the Tn-
gtitute. Therefore some relaxation waa
necessary ag wall,

Relaxation and personal
contacts

Gtutterheim Iz a most  beautifol
Epot, especially the Forest Sanctuary,
gituated gt the foot of the Amaiols
Mountainge. We enjoved taking walks
in the afternoon to the nearby forest,
and om hot days. after morning lec-
turee, many chjoyed the awimming
posl, This relaxation was in ne way
time lest, On the eonfrary i€ was on
these occaslons that o strong felbow-
ship and community spirit developed
amongsl us, We felt as members of one
great family, irrespective of age, sta-
tus, natlonality, race or denomination.
SBomething of the "una sancta”, the
holy eatholic (universal) Chureh in
which we helleve, bocame vigible, We
gshared our jova and sorrows, When
one member was taken ill — and wa-
fartnmately several amongst us were
unwell for a few daya — the others
came anl visited them and nobody felt
lomely.

These informal contacts were ecn-
menism “in aetion”. They helped us to
appreciate one another, each with his
or her pecoliar background and ira-
ditloti. The result was that “iniellec-
tual™ Preshyvterians learnt to valoe the
riches af worship and adoration prac-
tlaed by the Anglican orders: Luothe-
rans discovered that the  Reformed
doctrine of the Lord's Supper was, af-

March 15 Maart 1963

Marie-Logise Martin *)

rse

as viewed

by a Presbyterian
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ter all. not se very different from
theirs; or participanis whose ootlook
was conservative and somewhal seep-
tieal with regand to the historical-
eritical approach to the Bible, realized
that thizs method need not necessarily
bed to the dissolotion of the Chris.
tinn faith!

Discnssions

The eveninga were resarved for dis-
cussion, either on the lecturss or on
Theologieal  education gubjects
tnught in the different seminaries,
entry gqualification of candidates, time-
table arrangements, methods of
teaching used, devotional education of
candidates, the problem of the medium
of instruction snd of the tralning of
future ministera’ wives. A commitles
conaisting of members of all semina-
rles and facilties represented at the
Institute met during six afternoon ses-
giong and drew up a report which was
fully discussed in three plenary ses-
sions in the eveninge. It was especially
in thia field that we fell how extreme-
Iy important it is o keep cach other
informed and to arrive finally st a
commin policy and perhaps n common
programme for all seminaries. On the
whole it was realised that not teo many
subjects should be taught at 5 time:
African participants strongly urged the
raiging of entry qualificationa with the
insistence in all theologleal semingries
on the matriealation or  higher
teacher's diploma Certificate.

In view of the increasing rate of
intellectuals in our  churches  whose
héeds cannot hae mel 'h].' f [:11::'5;3" whoge
tenining and educational standard is
low, this demand was reiterated fime
and pgain. It was alse stronely felt
that before long we shall need Africans
who are able to take the BD. degree.
Such men could be instrumental in the
working out of Christian theology in
fhe realm of Africa,

It wae also pointed owt that in
many churches a revision of the salary
seale for ministers wes  urgently
needed in order Lo arrive at a higher
educational standard of the clergy.
This emphasia on higher rqualifieations
does not mean, however that men
should ke refused sdmizsion and the
poselbility to train as pastors if they
have a eall from God, vet are upable to
achieve the matriculation standard.
Perhaps we will have to arrive at tweo
kinds of seminaries: those that train
people after the Junior Certificate |ea.
pecially as pastora for rirel areas) and
thoge that train matriculation capdi-
duntes for urban areas where they moet
the challenge of intellectunis. and for
degres worl.

Worship

During the four weeks at Stutber-
helm we were not only a atudying, but
aler o worshiping commuonity. At the
beginning of the Institute we had =
ehort retreat anmd  were  especialiv
thankful for the devotional pddresses

i L

delivered by our chaplain, Prof. A
Geyser, and by Prof. W, J, van der
Merwe. Every morning we went to the
chapel for about 20 tot 30 minules of
devotion, The Inst week of the Ineti-
tute coineided with the week of prayer
for Christlan unity and we joined the
warld-wide Church of Christ in its in-
torcession. In the evenings we particl-
pated in the Evensong of the Angli-
caE,

Unhappily we could not celebrate
Holy Communlon together, The Angli-
cans had their own Communion every
morning; the Lutherans did not feel
free to join in with the Reformed and
other denominations in &  common
Communion service because one of the
Lutheran Churches represented at the
Ingtitute daes not sllow its members
to partake of the Holy Communion ta-
gether with non-Lutherans, This divi-
gion at the Lord's Table in a communi-
Ly where otherwise we felt very much
united was painful for many of us and

we ashed ourselves whether it wonld=

ot have been better if we had avoidea
the celebration of Holy Communion at
guch an ecumenical gathering.

Some memberas of the Tnstituke also
felt that the liturgical type of wor-
ghip had been (oo much in the fore and
that little scope was left for Free
prayer as practiged in their denomina-
tiona.

Dutlook

N resolutions were taken af the
Institule, for it was not & gathering
of officlal delegates of the churches,
bhut # cowrse of stpdies We realised,
however, the need of drawing more
cloaely together and of maintaining the
fellivwship that iz the froli of this In-
stidnte. We are hoping that in the not
ton distant future an associalion of
thenlogical seminaries of South amd
South-Weal Afries will be formed for
the porpose of worklng oul a8 eommon
afudy programme and arrviving at &
common standard of theological educa-
tion. Beyond (here practical aima it =
of great imporiance that lecturers of
the various seminaries maintain per.
somial contacts. This is why we are
lenking forward with joy and graiti-
fude to the next Institute to be held in
January, 1964,

Ag already pointed out in this re-
piert, the great need in Afries is to
arrive al a Christinn theology in the
Afeienn réalm and context. The next
Institute will take this partienlar need
into apecinl  eonsideration  and  we
shall eoncentrate on the eonfrontation
of African religlon, ideas and customs
with the Gospel of Jesue Christ. Thisz
iz ancther renson why we are looking
forward with great expectation to the
1964 Inatitute,

—_—

*1 Mizg Moriit is o lecturer of the Morifa
Thenlnghen! Sekoal ond hefamga B0 the Taorn-
. Presbpderion Charch. ThiS arbcle is re
primfed here by conrlfesy of tke theofagieal
Magazine, Miniziry. )

Biskop Ollo Dibelins

Die Lutherse biskop Otino
Dibelius het onl=ngs in New

Die

waarshn wéreldraad

en sil pan hulle gevea word
waaror  lulle hul nie versed

kﬁrk York sy besorgdheid ultge- het toen die antikommunistie-

spreck oor dic aanwesigheid se propaganda nie. Om hierdie

. d. van Russiege afgevanrdigdes  moeilikheld en gevasr vir Rus-

n e in die Wéreldraad. Hy het ver-  gloge geleerdes  be woorkom,

n Klaar: As 'm Chrietelike stand-  ayyn dit now asof die Wareld-

wernld punt lFEEE‘Em ‘-'-'E'E:“'fi Eﬂkﬂ mad in die rigting beweeg dat
vraagetukke wvan die interpa- . . y

"ﬂ.‘!l‘ldﬂg sionale reg, =l die Fusaiese hy sy Christelike getuienis

kerklelers op die matjie ge- VETSWYE. waar die gewele be-

roep word as hulle tois kom

alis 'n standpunt foet inneem.

—
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REDAKSIONEEL
ONS BLAD: DOELSTELLING EN UITGANGSPLINT.

Wir die eerate maal sedert die toteizndkoming vzn ons blad
in Mei 1962 het die direkeie en redaksie (met vilsondering v.n
cen lid wat nog oorsee wias) die geleentheid gehad gedurende
Februarle om te vergader om corweging te skenk aun die verdere
uitbou van ons blod, Kennis is geneem van die waardering
wid il baide oorde betubg s, asook ven die kritiek (welmonend en
anderslng] wat teen die blad uitgespreck ia. Im gehoorsasm-
heid asn die eig van Cods Woord het beide redaksie en direlole
wou sk om oin ‘n Christellke gesindheid na ons kriliel te
luister en om te korrigeszr waar ons fouteer,

Az vrug ven hicrdic samespreking is die doelstellinge van
die hlad @soos in die eerste uitgawe unitcengesit) weercons Des
vestlg en die groot behoefie san dic heelbartige nastrewing
daarvan opnuut beklemioon, maar ls gevoel dat die witgangs-
punt en die deelstellinge van die blad duideliker onderskel en
aangedui moet word. Hoewel dit vanaf die aanvang die vwan-
selfsprekende veronderatelling van die direksie was det die
eindredakteur, komende wit 'n kerk van Gereformecede belyde-
nis, di¢ Belydenisskrifte van sy betrokke HKerk moet opder-
skryf en dasraan getron moet wees, het die direksie nou be-
shalt (ten einde alle moontlike misverstand te verwyder ) dat die
eindredakteur van die blad, as die persoon wat in die leaste

— instansic most toesien dat die doslstellinge van die blad ge-

pandhaaf word, die Belvdenisshrifie van die kerke van Gerefor-
meerde belydenis sal onderskryf, en dat die ander redakslelede
dien met die wete en instemming dat hierdie voorwaarde aan die
eindredakteurspos verbonde sal weea, Met dankbaarheid kan ons
meld dat die redakeielede hulle algemene lonstemming met die
bealuit van die direksie betulg het.

Terselidertyd ls besluit om so goo sons moontlik “n paneel
van medewerkere te verkry uit die geledere van die ander Pro-
testantse kerke om die diskussie te help bevorder vanuit hulle
besondere belydenis en gesigspunt, Sodra die paneel gereed ls,
gal hulle name aangekendig word as gereflde medewerkers.

Ons is oortulg dat hierdie stappe die wasrde en getulenis
van die blad verder sal verhoog en dit in groelende mate die
gesprekakannal sal word van Christene van verskillends kerie
wat na meer g soek wit die Skrif oor die vraagsiukke van die
dag en wat die eenheid van die Kerk van Christus wil help be-
vorder in ooreenstemming met die eis van Cods Woord,

T EDITORIAL

CHURCH UNION AND CHRISTIAN UNITY .

The anncuncement in the daily press of discussions proceed-
ing between the Anglican and Methodist Churches in England
ps well az in Zouth Africa of o possible merging of these chur-
ches hag once again brought home very forcibly to all Christ-
igng in South Africs the strong influence of the ecumenical
movement on the relation and future of the churchea in our
country., The same urge has expressed iteelf in the recom-
mendation of the different daughter churches of the DE.C,
ithe Ned., Geref. Kerk) to become wnlted In the fellowship of
aone church organisation.

A prominent BA. church lesder, sfter his  return from
Ewanston in 1954, expressed the opinion that the 20th century
will become known in future as the age of the movement of
the Holy Spirit towards grester unity. Perhaps it is too early
to make a final judgment on this statement, but in any case this
hae beeome clear: no church in the world which confesses that
it truly wishes to be the Chureh of Chriat, dare ieolate itself
from the other members of the body of Christ.

Al the same time we should be wary of pecessarily identifying
the poesible organisational merger of two particular churches
with Christinn unity. Church union may be instrumental in
furthering Christian unity but it s not the eesence thercef.
The objective and dispassionate approach of the leaders of the
churches referred to proves that they lhemselves are fully
pware of the difficulties in their path and of the danger of the
false assumption that union and unity are one. They realize
only too well that union as such hes no permanent significance
for the kingdom of God il it iz not inspired, directed and seneti-
fied by Christ Himeelf as the Head of his Church.

On the other hand church leaders, In chedience to the demand
of Christ and the inner urge of the Holy Bpirit, have, by ini-
tinting these diecussions. proclaimed that no sinful division of
the body of Christ cun be allowed to remain, Therefore Christ-
ians of different denominations should all join in prayer -
however divergent their personal viewpoinie may be — that
wisdom and uwnderstanding asz well as patience and forbearance,
may be granted to all those involved to seek the will of God
for hie Chureh as revealed to us in Christ and his Word,

Die Geteytighaia

Pro Veritate

Meditation

Razor Sdge

HE HATH MADE MY MOUTH LIKE A SHARF SWORD — IBAIAH 48 : 2.

If the prophet bad been talking aboul
himself, these words would not be difficull
to understand. We expect a prophet 1o
have a mouth like a sharp sword. e ex-
pect bis words to pierce through the shams
and masks of bis hearers and lay open their
sonils.

But the prophet is not speaking aboul
Wimself. He is speaking of Tsrael, the whole
people of God. He bas in mind [armers,
carpenlers,  businessmen,  stone-wasoms,
fishermen — all the men who call them-
selpes part of this wation Jsrael. Whalever
Ibey do to earn their daily bread, they have
a bigher vocalion as members of God's
people. They have been elected. set apar!
by God, to act as the channel of bis grace
to all the world. God bas given bimsell 1o
them in a special way — so thal bis {rull
mery shive through thewm to dleminate the

darkness of the Gentile world.

Here, if anyiwhere, is the doctrine of the
priesthood of all beliepers. The weinisler of
God is not, in the first place, a man who
has been separated from the people and ai-
ven a special office and functions rathe
the ministry belongs to the whole people of
God. Bulcher and baker and candlestick
maker —all are ministers. I they be Christ-
fans, then it is because God has repealed
Iiwasell 1o thean i Bis word. Through them
his sword wust sound i the ears of men
as a sharp sword.

This ministry of all believers is wol
emphasised in the Roman Church. Thase
ordained are set apart by a dreat gap from
all “ordivary believers”. Priest and laymen
are different people, baving different jobs

to do, But not many of us realise that sowe-
thing iike this has also happened in the
Protestant churches. More and more deep-
ly the idea is taking root thal only the o7
dained clergy, and a few other persons of
outslanding religious development, pariici
prate in the ministry and meission of b
Church. “T am just an ordinary Christias.
they say, and, by “ordinary Christiar
they mean someone who lives a decent lif:
goes to Church with some regularity, an
contribules to the Church and to charitie:
The idea never dawns that this “ordimary
Christian” is expected fo be a minister,
wilness (o the faith

And it is our fault — the fault of thos
of us who are ordamed to serve the Chirch
For we have distrusted the laymen. e
have, de facto if not de jure, taken power
out of kis hand and discouraged bim from
taking aclive leadership, Even in our serp-
ices of worship we expect the layman 10
sit dutifully silent while we lecture and ex-
hort him. e have escaped the dictatorship
of Rome only 1o fall into the dictatorsing
of Genera. Not for us the thunderous mun
mer of shared vocal prayer — for in our
itorance we label responsive prayers “He-
man Catholic”, not realising that our wor
ship is the worship of a congredation, in
which the whole congregation needs 1o
share,

There can be no recovery of power in
the Church until we have found fust whal
the Church is supposed to be — the whaole
people of God.

R.O.

# Verpolg rar bladsy !

verdige tot die kruiedood veroordecl
het, Pilatug as Romein het volgens die
Feg geen shold in Jesus gevingd nle en
won Hom  loslast, Hy vra: JWatker
hwraad het Hy dan gedeen™® Op hier-
die vraag is geen antwoord nie. Maar
die Jode herinner Pllatus dat by nou in
die Joodee land regter ie en dus ver-
plig is om volgens die Joosdse wet wit-
apraak te doen. ,Die Jode antwoord
ham: ,{Ins het 'n wet en volgens ons
wet moet Hy sterf, omdat Hy Homself
die Seun van God gemaak het!” Aet
ander woorde: Ons wel veroordes] Hom
tot die deod en u, ag regher onder hier-
die wet, 15 genocsdeank om volgens ons
wet te oordeel, DMt het deurslag ge-
gee en die teenstand van Pilafus ver-
krag sodat op hulle gerosp, hy Jesua
aan hulle corgeges het.

woeem julle Hom en {(volgens julle
well kruislg Hom, want ek vind geen
skuld in Hom nie” Joh. 19 ; &, 7, Die
Reg, justitia, is in Jesus gekruislg en
i dwase en onregverdige wet verplig
'n regter om “n witspraak te doen wat
reg was volgens die wet van die land,
maar onreg I3 teemoor die algemine
reg. THe tragedie duur voort deur wet-
te wal teeneor sekere dele van die &a-
melewing onregte wettig, en so word
oilie Seun van God weer gekruisig en
openlik tol shande gemaalk” Maar die
tragedie bereik sy klimaks wanneer so-
danize wette, gegrond op voornordeel,
vicheling  of vrees, dear welgewers
geregverdig word.

Diie eise van "n nuce iydd

s opmerkllk dat ons Here Jesua
protes aangeteken het teen insetlinge
cn gebooie vap mense, en dle sterk
verget van die Nuwe Testament feen
die wet stann in verband hiermee. Pau-
Iug onderskel tussen die geregtigheid
wat uit die wet 8" en die ,geregtig-
heid wat uit God is”, Fil. 3 @ B, IMe
christendom het die onderskeiding eg-

ter mie prakiies laeat geld nie. Die blan-
ke volke het wal onderlinge verdrae en
ooreenkomste wal gerespekteer word.
maar nou het daar die muwwe verskyn-
el mavore getree deur dle rasseontwn-
ling wat grotere proporsics anffesm
aa die renaissance van die 14de eeu,
Wie nle hiermes rekening hou nie woon
in ‘n paradys van dwase; en dieselfde
Reg en regte geld hulle en sal toegepns
moct word op almal. Die domein van
justitia het non in werklikheid wéreld-
omvatbend geword. Gemaklik?  XNee,
want die algemenc Reg, die geregtig-
heid van God, atel alle mense op gelvle
viak, en dig hierdie gelykheid voor God
wat swanr toegeken sal word, Desegre-
gasle, in aovir as wat dit die geregtig-
heid en die regte betref, beteken egter
nie integrasie nie, wat per slot van re-
kening, 'n persoonlike sank bly, Laat
ong dus die rasse-onlwikkeling nie as 'n
monster beskon nie, maar ag die weg
waatlangs die Koninkryk van God en
sy geregtigheid tot die uiterste van die
aarde moet kom, net soos in dis hemel

Dasr was ‘n tyd toe onontwikkelde
volke en rasse onregle minder gevoel
het en hulle daarasn onderwerp het,
Maar "n nuwe gees hel ontwaak en,
hoewel die waarheid eene oud is, het sy
toepassing eera nou nuwe stukrag ver-
kry en dringend geword., Mag ons re-
gering en ons volk die tekens van die
tvd onderskel.

Die geregtigheid van die Koninkryk
van (o §= die teetssteen van alle wetie
vie alle welgewere Inm die spore van
werertigheld is die enige haan van die
Reg waarlangs almal, rykes en minder-
hevonrregtes, blanke en nie-hlanke, ge-
lukkige en tevrede medewerkers kan
WERE,

e Krods veroordee]l  alle  kroisi-
ging van die geregtigheid. Ook dit i=
'n krulsles,

i B g D J Male {5 'R emeriusieror von
| die Nederdidlse Gereflormeerde Kerk,
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All-Airica Christian Youth

it AsS embly: Nairobi, 1962-63.

I thank you for inviting me to write my views on the very

important eye-opener -—

the AA.CZA, held in Nairobi last

December and January. 1 would like to report as follows:
{i) To explore the reason for the Assembly.

(ii) To attempt a summary of the Assembly Sesaions.

(iii) To assess the significance of its message.

Reason

I propose to start with the reascn
for the Assemhbly because, sponsored
by g many associationa of wide expe-
rience and rumification, the Asmembly's
view-point could easily become Jost and
meaningless, But this has not been the
page at Wairobl, Placed before the con-
gregation by the President on the 2Bkh
of December, and also as contained
in the eorrespondence from the admi-
migtrative secretariat before the As-
sembly, the reason for the meeting
wag a clarion call to all Christian
Youth of Afriea to meet o challenge at
the foot of the Cross of Christ, Cres-
tor, Redesmer, amd Ruler of all man-
kind ln Afriea as in all countries of
the World. What a challenge! Perhaps,
this iz more obvions in Afrien than in
any other country to-day. Faced with
great problems — economic, politieal,
and soeclal — Africa has had, in the
turm of this lattor hall of the century,
the experience of phenomenal growth,
the unleashing of energies of self-real-
isation amd sclf-help. The scene of
emergent Africa has put before well-
meaning Assoclations the great nues-
plom: Whither are wou Afrlea? [(Quo
Wadiz!y

The answer, | wish to present, i=
in the Assembly's great topical head:
to Christ upon the Cross of Freedom
and Redemption, to His Kingdom that
knows me Jew or Genfile ot Service
from all. By Hiz great design Africa
has lagged hehind for several centuries
and a fulfilment of this plan has arou-
ged o consfousness that  brought the
western, eastern, northern and south-
ern corners of Africa together ot this
central point of the onee Dark Conti-
nment that each might, in  fellowship
with the other, find and with Divine
Captainancy steer out of the morass of
aneinl evil, inhumanity, and afl bondage
of sin and self-deceit imfo the peace
that “passeth all uvnderstanding”

It becomes clenr, therefore, that the
programme of such an Assembly had to
he crowded without being fruitless,

Afriea hns recently emerged from
n mere geographical expresgion and
jts Foture hes often been said to lie
shead, Those who will see Africa inboe
thiz future are the Youth, coneaquent-
I¥ vouth must be organised and guided
inko step with this futore. It will be
equally clear, at least It is so to me,
that in the face of farces of the oldar
warlda® civilisationz operating In the
form of western and eastorn cullures,
Africe must emerge with ite own pat-
tern of moral anchorage and none can
heat the Crose of Redemplion: “Seck
first. the Kingdom of God and His
Rightsoisness "

Assembly

The Azsemhly adopted s its topical
head: Afriea under the Cross with
SFREEDOM TTNDER THE CROBS" as
the subiect for the sik-day Bible 8tu-
dv. I shall purpoeely refrain from the
mention of peraonallities leading those
Rible studies for I folly bellewe it was
the Word of God and His Holv Splreit
that iz of prime significance as under
these divislons:

(i1 The Crosg at the Heart of Feali-
ty — Makt, 1 0; 28-30; Gal. 6 : 14,

(417 Jesus Christ the only Traly
Free Man in the Will of Hiz Father in
Jahn 18 @ 1-19

ritiy The Cropg — the price of real
Freedom John 19 @ 1-43.

{i%) The meaning of Life on Earth
— Romans & : 14-28,

Fruitful discussions charactorised
every Bible Study and plenary dis-
cusglong were conducted in a  Beoat
sympathetic and sincers  atmosphere.
Christ is the living anchor of Chris-
tian Faith and an unfailing yardsetick
of Christian justice. In Him all men
can realise themselves fruitfully for
His Kingdom — “Thy Hingdom Come."

Though the delegation was apeeifi-
cally and exclugively for Youth, the
Organisers had a select body of adult
advizora whose presence and nddressea
threw great light upon problems and
resclulions over Youth which could
have hented up and exploded radi-
eally.

Obstactes to owr Christian

Witness

Some practices that stood out as
Christian ohsincles in Africa were (1)
social Injustice that is still found in
many Christian countries in Africa —
the exclugive itreatment of some
groupa by others merely hecause they
warship, live or atherwise speak a ton-
pue different from their own; legisla-
Hlon thai huilds tensions fhat are nol
eonducive to charitable and Christ-like
fellowship — these result in half-hear-
fed co-operation which in turn breaks
the Unity in Diversity that true Christ-
innity should aim at; economic
systems that tend to perpetuate cliss
differentiation in an artificial manner
— job-reservations and hreeding apa-
thy by a lack of sympathetic nssistance
and guidance.

The Church — thereby the Christ-
{am — must stand to  oppose  those
syeteme that retard and frustrate o
truly Christisn State within its own
community, A serious view was taken
of the Church'a failure, therefore our
frilure as Christisn membera, to follow
ap, in @ Christian spirit, the wn-
christinm political thoughts developing
in Afrlca in recent years duoe 1o eco-
pomie and technological adwvance, as
irrepnrable harm can result from po-
litleal mepsurees promoted by peopls
whoss interest lles outside the ken of
rich, progressive and Christian Afreica.
The Choreh leaders' scorn of the po
litical arena even where deep issues
of human dignity are at stake was de-
plored and eategorically discouraged.
It ia a Christian duty to promote, sup-
port, and forever vole for a  good
government according te and within
the standards of Christinn justlee as
given by Christ. A Christisn must not
agitate but he must, op the other hand,
stand flrm in his support of the prin-
ciple of true Christian fellowship which
ig and must be experienced hoth phy-
aieally and spiritually, Christ is a man
of dialogue when s principle ia threa-
tened by wiolation, S0 bhe stood hefore
thase who came to apprebend Himg
His answers to the High Pricst wera
definite and not equivoesl, No lengihy
pxplanation was given for His conduct
but the Will of Hiz Father. We have a
Father whope Will iz revenled to us in
the Heriptures: MNeed we gquivocate?

It is high time that Christian lead-
ers in Africa took an active interest
in the welfare of the State, in social,
political, economic amd  technological
development in order to promoie noi
only the “mens sana in corpore mann”
hut also a “God-thirsty Spicit” in the
individual and in the State,

Message

I get hazy when I come to this
conelusion because 1 do not know how
far 1 have made myself clear in the
account above; but I mean  every
single word I have used above and
therefore proceed to  conclude: The
Message ks expressitle in almple terms:
if all men and women who call them-
golven followers of Christ could live
and bear to suffer as Our Lord lived
and bore puffering, surely His King-
dom would come; we have the oppor-
tunity, wherever we are, and a atart
hag been made now in Nairobi: Are we
going to stop and scorm the efforts
already mada'

At our achool oiwr  young S5.0A
friends are takem uwp by a short Tut
meaningful choroa:

“If woy believe and T believe,
We both together Fray,

The Holy Spirit will come down,
And Afrlea will be saved.”

If only we could believe and pray,
in the words of this Chorus, odr da-
maging distrust of one another, of sur-
gelves, of our God even, would dis-
appear like mist before a hlazing sun!
Let ua remember always that in Christ
we have a foller experience of life than
we seem to think our manfashioned
theorles and ideclogies comvey, He ls
the same Christ Who came that ~we
might have life and have §  more
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abundantly.” Keeping Him away from
surselves is the rejection of a richer
heritage than any human inheritance
can ever offer,

Africa la a geographical unilb] un-
lesg the north sympathises with the
south, the east with the weat, in Christ
Jesus, the Deslgner of this pattern,
no  ethnle, lingulatic or any other
fashioned demarcation will stand to
see and last long enough to enjoy, ihe
advance of sclence mnd technology.
peace and prosperity in Africa, withou ™=+
digaster In its wake.

——— ——

#) My Lebenya o feocher of Elpihsaond
Iristitube, Tramskel, was ome of the Africam
delegates to the Youth Assembiy,

‘Christenjeugd va

onimoel

IMe Kerk word dikwels daanrvan heskuldiy dat sy hanveelf op o e
wyse asn die wéreld onttrek het, en daarmee die krng van hanr getuleni=

in die gemeenskap wanrin =V

seplnas is, verleor het; want hoewel nie van

dic wireld nie, moet sy tog mecdsaaklikerwyse In die wéreld bly as sy ke

bosdekap wil eordra, Eo
wireld ferdeit bewns, weel
hierdie ontwaking, en wal sy s&7

'n Besondere geleentheld om "n ant-
woord hierop te sock is gehied deur
die eerste Al-Afrika-Christelike Jeug-
konferensia wat vanaf 28 Des, tof 7
Januprie gehou is in Naivohi, Dhe ver-
gaderplek self was reeds van bebehe-
nis -—— dit was die vrosdére Fopal
Teehnleal College wat nou ontlulk het
in cen van die konstituerende kolleges
van die Universiteit van Oos-Afrika,
en pronk met kraak-nuwe geboue en
omvattende fasiliteite in ‘n praghige
omgewing.

Die konferensie self is deel van die
Al-Afrika-Kerkkonferengle, 'n  bewe-
ging in die rigting vam groter een-
held ter wille van groter krag in lewe
cn petufeniz in Afrika wat ‘n eerste
vergadering in Ibadan in 'G8 belé het,
en die tweede in April wanjnar in
Enmpala hou,

Afgevaardigdes uit

35 Afrikastate

Die Jeupkonfercnsle 8 gereel deur
die Wireldalllansie van die YMCA en
YTWCA, die Jengdepartement van die
Woraldrasd van Kerke, die Wéreldfe-
derasle van  Christenstudente-hewe-
gings en dle Wereldraad vir Sondagsko-
le en Christelike Opvoeding. Bowat 500
afgevanrdigdes het in hoofsank gekom
uit 35 Afrikastate, met die groolste en-
kele afvaprdiging ult Suid-Afrike Cso-
wat 50 en iebwat kleinerea uit Mige-
rié en Etiopif. Die oorgrote mesrder
heid was natourlik nieshlankes, en wal
LJAfricans”, Dile verskeidenheld van
volkere is op RKlewrryke wose uitge-
heald deur nasionale deag wnb veral
mit besonders gelesnthede op die to-
neel verskyn het: die openingsoptog.
die omtvangs gereel deur die burge-

non  dnt Afrika onlwaak het — daarran is die
ons waar die Kerk

van Christus staan  hinme

o

meester van Nairohbi, die massi-gaam-
trel in die voethalatadion, esm.

e Kerlewar spreek

taf fong Afrifo

Hieruit volg dadelil: een van die al-
gemens kenmerle van die Konlerensie
wal reeds veel openbaat van die gecs
want daaragter 1&: Daar was 'n groots-
heid van gebaar asn dic refling van
dle hele sank — poik wverblyf, baie
menge, helangrike mensc, heclwat ad-
vertensie, 'n omvatiends program -
deals omdat jong Afrilks met vashera-
denheid wil wys hy wil nie alleen nie,
maar hy kan dit ook so goed rs enig-
eent deels om men Jong Afriks self
sighaar en duidelik te getulg dat die
Eerk wan Chriatus hier is, een i3 te
midde van haie verdeeldheid, lewend
iz, en met hom is in sy diepste en
mooiste aspirasies om homself te wees,
en dit te wees op 8y eic manier. Hierdic
geep kom duidellk uit in 'n gediggie
wat cendag in die dasglikse Bulletin
apgenectn 83

Maon't preserve @Y cugtoms
A some fine corios
Tn suit some whikte hiskorian'as
LAasbes,
There's nothing artificial
That beats the natural way.
In culture and idenls of lifa
Let me play with the white man's
WAVE.
Let me work with the black man™s
hrains,
Let my affairs themselves
#sort out,
Then in n sweast re-hirth.
I'l rise & hetter man,
Mot aghamed to face the world, )"
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delepalas  from
Sowth Africd — represendeliess of

Three  pouth

the African, Afrikoons speakitg and

Py

Enpiiah speaking groups — fo the
b AllAfrico  pouth  Aspemibly,  howe
peen asked to condribule arfeles fo
rur paper ort HhEs conference. 1

.

B o

n Airika

{repaste terma:
Fryheid ender die Kriis

Diwarom ook disd dit wys was am as
tema van die Konferensic: ,Veyheld
onder die Kruig™ te kies. Jong chris-
fene is, mes dic res van jong Afrika,

= wyeral begaan oor wryheid: ekonomies,

sosiaal en polities, en daar is ook onder
christene "n uiterste gevoeligheld teen-
oor enlge sugpestie dat hierdie vry-
held beperk word. Manr doar is onge-
twyfeld ook “n onverbloemde dissipel-
skap en n cerlike socke om  hlerdie
diszipelskap op alle terreine wit te le-
wie, ook die politleke. Daarom dat die
aanskoning van alle menslike vryvheid
vanult die perspekiiclf wan die Kruis
geplant In die lewe van gemeenshap
en individu, =0 noodsaaklik ia.

IHe temn is direk veral aangepak
denr Bybelatudlereekse — beide aa
voarbereiding woar dle Konferensie en
as daaglikse studie tydens. THe uit-
gangapunt was die Gekruisigde Chria-
tus as espenale van alle menslike ¥ry-
heid: ) We begin with the Cross se his-
torical reslity, and with Jesus, whoso
life, death and resurrection have glven
meanlng and comtent to the iden of
freedom. ., It I8 Important  theat e
keep this order straight, for to rever-
ge the order and begin with the idea
of freedom and enly ultimately refer
thiz ldea back to the Cross might pro-
duee a wonderful religlous ldeal, bt
it iz to miss the astonishing truth that
thers I8 no troe freedom except wander
the Cross.'

(ngenoegsame konfrontering
met Grods Waord

Of die beginsel van hierdie mood-
sanklike in verband hring vam alle vey-
heid met die Kruls eoit in sy geheel
deurgedring het, is sterk te hetwyfel,
Die danglikse inleiding tof die studie
ig verwerk in danropvolgende kringhe-
sprehings, maar mosnlllk om die grooat
getalle, moontlik die gebrek ann werk-
like sterk leierskap of teclogiese on-
dergrond, moeontlik neft anrypheid en
dic hele warsteling mel "n vreemde
taal, het daar weinig tereg gekom wan

Pro Veritate

'm diepe konfrontering met die Woord
in hierdie saak. Die sleutel 1 miskien
in die praktiese onvermod om ooif 'm
geea van deurleefde eenheid in aan-
hidding daar te stel — selfs in die
volop en mooi geleenthede deur gods-
diensoefening gehied.

T'oesprake: Nie veel nuuts

Verder is die tema uwltgewerk in ‘n
reeks toesprake deur belangrike en in-
teressante persoonlikhede wat meestal
in gemeen gehad het hulle betrokken-
heid by beide Kerk en Staat en wat
kot herhalens toe dit gehad het oor die
huidige rewolusle in Afrika, veral sy
pogitiewe aspek, die Kerk se foute in
die verlede {en dasrmes is veral gemik
op dic Westerae aendeling). die nood-
saaklikheid van die Inhesmawording
oftewel , Africanization” wan die Kerk
{hoewel dit 'n amusante feit bly dat
nlemand cintlik die wese van die , Afri-
can perasonality’” kan omakrywe nie en
veral die opneem van die  pink Afri-
pan” "n problesm Bly), en die christen
ae roeping om betrokke te wees by die
politiske en soslale vraagstukke van
sy tyd. Daar was nie veel nuuts nie,
nie veel wat mens nie reeds boter it
bocke soos Sithole se  “Afrlean  Ma-
tionalism"” geleer het pangaande die
Christendom en die Rewolusie in Afrl-
ka nie. Waarskynlik is dit te gou, ¢n
is die enkele groot figure te besig met
haie  wverantwoordelikhede dat  dear
noual diepe Insinking en oorspronkli-
ke denke sal wees, Dat die jong Kerk
egter op haar wyse wel deeglik worstel
o haarself en haar teak te vind, is
nle te hetwyfel nie.

Oprvallende  persoonlikhede

'n Besondere persoonlikheld was
die Pregident van dle Vergadering, sy
edele Dr, John Karefa-Smart, gences-
heer, predikant en eindelilk ook minis-
ter wen buitelandse eake in  Slerra
Leone: 'm man met 80 'n sterk en maol
persoonlikheid en so "n oaverbloemde
chrigtelike pgetulenis dat hy moes be-
lndruk. Tntercssant was ook die uiters
intelligente, bekwame, maar letwat Ter-
ge lid van die opposisie in Migerid, Mnor.
Bola Tge. Een wat bale hyval gevind
het was Mnar. Andriamanjato, hurge-
meester van  Tananarive. moderstor
van die Gereformeerds Herk en lid
van die parlementiire opposisic in Ma-
dagaekar. Van buite Afrika het gelkom
die bekende Dr. Visser "t Hooft, Alge-
mene Sekretarie wan die Wereldrand
van Kerka — 'n man wie ae kwalibait
alremeen bekend is.

Ihe positicwe bydroe
van die konferensic

Dit bring ons by die grootste posi-
tiewe hydrae van die Konferensle, bui-
ten en behplwe die doidelike getuienis
wat daar vun die blete felt van =0 'n
byveenkoms uilgegaan het. e gees was
aangenaam en ope en het nitmuntende
peleentheld gebied vir christene om op
persoonlike viak met meknar te doen te
kry en te ontdek wal die verbamd is
waarin hulle besonders  roeping  in
Afrika uvitgpeleel moet word, wal die
wireld iz wanrin hulle lewe en hoe die
petuienis van die Kerk van Christus in
hierdie besomdere wiveld witgeden moet
woridl — en saam met wie. Vie my bly
dit weral vir ons Suid-Afrikaanse af-
vaardiging 'n onmishare ervaring, Ons
ontdel weer en weer by hierdie ge-
leenthede die traglese feit dat christe-
me van verskillemde groepe planslik s
min van mekaar weet dat hulle nle al-
tvd eers bewns is van die ernsiige ver-
skille waarmee dic Kerk van Chrisius
in Spid-Afrika worstel nie; skaars hen-
nieg dra, wat nog begrip het van die
alfeer waarin hulle huolle ele getnienis
vandag moet uitlewe, En miskien was
dit hier dat die hoodskap van dic Kon-
ferenaie aor die hetrolke-wees fn die
wireld om jou heen, mic ‘n ontydige
wonrd was mie

) Maf. van Heerden iz een vam ddid¢ pei-

sende aekreteresae oaon die Ckricten Staded-
teveretiging oot 5.4 Sy ebryf her epler in
hear persocmlike bapasiiedf én nde nomens
i 5.7, mie,
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Lesley Cawood *)

The impact of the
~ “Assembly” on a
white NSouth African

From the outsest | was struck by the tolerance shown to the white South
Alricans; also by the tremendous interest in our country's problems: and the
hesitancy on the part of Africans from  other areas of Africa 1o jodge
and condemn before onr sitwation had been explained to them, If and when
they condemned, they were in fact recognizing with us those things which
were wrong and then they were eager o help us in any way they could,

aclmitting that for the presemt the only help they coonld give

s wag by

praying for us and our couniry, | was also struck by their openness and
their refusal o aceepi blindly what other persona had said or written about
Houth Africe. For imstance, we were ashed whether hooks lhke those wrillen
hy the Iev. Trevar Huddleston, the Rev. Michael Seatt, and Mr. Alan Paton,
presented m true picture of our situation,

An interesting point of contrast
aroar between the African delegntes
from Sooth Afriea and those from the
rest of Africa. While the latter were
inclined to favour the eoncept of the
“African personality” and looked for-
ward to studying their own history,
those from Bouth Africa  were wve-
hement in their rejection of this con-
cept and one of them remarked that
“we might ag well blow up a brown
poper bag and eall it the African per-
sonality™.

I am afraid that the Nairobi As-
sembly revealed to us as young South
Africans our ignoranee of the facts in
our country. Tn general, we did not
hawve a clear understanding or koow-
ledge of the wawy in which legislative
messures affected our varlous racial
groupe, and I helieve that we began to
underatand for the firat time how mem-
hers of the other raclal groups feel
about and react to the problema which
confront na.

“Martyr mentality” of all
South Africons

I galned the impression that  we
Bouth Africans, repgardless of the
grouapa bo which we belong, suffer from
a kind of “martyr mentality™: the
Afrikaner sees himself as a martyr of
his history and tradition; the English-
speaking liberal sees himsell as a mis-
fit who cannot identify himsell with
the majority white opinfon and yet the
colour of his skin prevents him from
being accepted by  the nom-Whites
Bath white groups regard themselves
ag wictims of the non-Whites, Bath
white groups  regrid themselves a8
victimen of cireumstances aver which
they have no control and they temd to
excuae themsclves op these grounds,
The Coloured person, too, sees himself
as n misfit and becauwse of this is re-
luetsnt to take a stand a8 he cannot
declde with which group or groups he
should throw In hig lot. The African
has n deep-seated sense of grievanee
arislng from past and present discrimi-
aption, and he asema to judge every-
thing in berma of thia.

This “martyr mentality” marked all
our  discussions and in my  opinion
prevented us from searching frankly
and ohjectively for practical sfeps
which we could jointly take to remedsy
our divisions, There was nevertheless
a atrong common lovalty to South Afri-
en which expressed itsell  whenever
Bouth Africa was eriticized by some-
e not fn fall command of the Facis

ur country in African context

The Neirabi Assomhbly offered se-
veral of us our first opportunity Lo
see South Africa in an Afriean context.
Thiz helped us to realise how bound
up our future wae with the rest of
Africa. There was @& great concern 2l
the Assemhbly about racial dlecriminm.
tion in our eountry smd the Africans
Peaomi the rest of  Afries  identified
themaelves fully with their brothers in
Bouth Afrlea. At the same time, meet-
ing people of the calibre of those at
the Assembly gave one great hope for

the future of Afrien in general, and of
Soath Afriea also,

It hecame clear at the Assembly
that there is a strong call to Christians
in Africa to serve and lo witness, and
it seemed generally agreed that one of
the most effective fields in which to do
an was that of politica. It was siressed
that what was urgently needed was
instruetion from the Church to voung
people om how they conld effectively
and sincerely practize thelr Christian
principles and belicfs in politics, paoli-
ticz im the light of service to the total
community,

In conclusion, the Assembly has
helped us, who were privileged to at-
tend it, ko look at cur situstions afresh
and in many instances apened up for us
A new appreach to oar own problems.
The great experience of meeting peo-
ple from different racial groups made
many of us aware of how much we
are mizsing through the lack of this
contact. The change In attltude thet
gome uwnderwent after diffieult  ancd
painful  battles  within  themselves
proved that thie ie & moet significant
way of awnkening the realization in
people thad skin eolour does not deters
mine status and that basieally all poo-
ple are alike

Should mny of the proposals which
wore made &t the Assembly be  ime
plermnenicd, ite Impoct will e Telt in
many apheres of our lives and alzo it
is hoped, in the lives of many who wers
not ao fortunate ae to attensd the As-
gatmbilyy,

*) Mier Camood 1wags oite of fhe Anglicen
Youdh defegates o Nzirehi,
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. DIE KERK IN DIE WéRELD
- VANDALG,

Fro Erelesla.

AFEREIDING [N NEDERLAND
QO . BYBELVERTALING

In DFE BAZUIN, offisiéle or-
gaam van dle Teologlepe akool
; Le Kempen, onder datom 18
Januarie 1963 leea ona dat die
Christelilke Gereformearde
Herk te Puttershoek huolle ont-
§ trek van die kerkverband van
i die Christelike Gereformesrds
. Kerk in Mederlond, omdat die
i Christelik-Gereformenrde Sina-
de nie die gebruilk van die Nu-
we Bybelvertaling in die ere-
dienste afkeur nie,

Die muwe Bybelvertallng
het veral woorde wat nie meer
in hedendangse Nederlands ge-
beslg word mie, wvervang et
waorde wat geredld in gebruik
is, As wvoorbeeld diem det die
woord verdoemenls vervang is
met oordeal,
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Peaf. De. G, C. Oosthuizen *)

Pro Veritate

TEOLOGIESE INSTITUUT TE
NTUTTERHEIM

Genoemde Teologlese Instituul wai vanaf 29 Desember 1962 fot 24 Junua-
rie 1963 by die Forest Sanctuary sowat 3} myl noord-wes van Stulterheim
gohou s was 'm groot sukses. Vershillende fakiore het hiertoe hygedra.
'n Mens sou graag wou begin deur te meld dat die skoonheid van die
natuar, die dig bebosde wonde en plantasies, die pragiige watervalle vanaf
dic berze en die lower-groen welvelde, alles bygedra het om 'n atmaslcer
van rustigheid en kalmte te skep wat s6 nodig is vir 'n peleentheld soos BRierdie
waar verskillende denominasies em volkagroepe verleenwoordig was en saim-
gehom het om nle alleen lesings by te woon pie maar ook van sengesig
tot aangesig die mees koniensieuse sake te bespreek. Die Lutherane en i
Anglikane was in die meerderheid — daar was ook verteenwoordigers van
Morawiese, Nederduitse Cereformeerde, Hervormde, Metodiste, Parys Evange-
liese, Raptiste en Kongregasionalistiese Herke.

{(;oes van venheid temidde
van verskeidenheid

fGlenoemde vertecnwoordigers, hoof-
gaaklik dosente wvan die verskillende
peminaries, het ook verskillende lae
van teologiese opleiding verteenwoor-
dig. Dt was ook die ondervinding van
die ander drie Imstitute wat in Afrika
plagsgevind het, DNb moet egter verwng
word onder so0 'n wye vertesnwoordi-
gende groep it sd veel verskillende se-
minaries, Die afgevaardigdes was die
nortuiging toegedann dat hierdie aspek
aandag moet geniet maar dat die klem
nie hierop moet val nie omdat in die
diskuseles oor praktiese aanpelecsnthe-
de waardevolle bydraes gelower word
dear hulle wat nie bevoorreg was om
'n omvattende teologiese opleiding te
ontvang nle,

Kenmerkend van die Instituai was
dat daar aliyd 'n konsidererende gees
was mel die gevolg dat "n aangename
eaprit de corps opgehon is, Ten spyle
van onz depominasionele en volksver-
skille helt ons aliyd die gees van een-
heid en gemeenskap in Christus aan-
gevoel en hivr, so0x by die ander aoori-
gelvlkie Institute wat in Afrika gehou
is. het die teologicse dosente mekaar
ontdek, geleer om mekaar se werk te
waarideer en die cortuiging het posge-
vist dat oms mekaar noediz het in hier-
die groot taak waartee ons almal in
hivrdie krisisivd seckerdik nie opgewisse
voor visel nie. Teologiese onderrlg moet
self pan die voorpunt staan van die op-
bou van “n jong Kerk wal in menige
opsig 'n rewolusionére sitoasie dewr-

maak, Hierdie ontdekking alleen het
die Institunt gperegvendig.

Bespreking oor vrae van
jong kerke.

Die dighkusgles cor dié awngeleent-
hede wat in die Jong Kerle van wesen-
like belang is was altyd lewendig scoa
by, die plek van die Ow Testament in
die Jong Kerk in Afrika wasr sim-
halicse denke 'n prominente rol epeel,
die kwessie van die wanopvatting van
die Heilige Gees waar die geestewéreld
en die verkryging van maglese krag, ao
belangrik i#: Inheemswording van die
Kerk, die in verbend bring van teo-
logiese opleiding met die situnsie, die
probleme  van kommunikasie enao-
vonTte.

Interessante diskussies is gevoer
oot die swakhede en behoeftes van fea-
logiese onderrig in ons  eksistensile
situasie. Dt is ook vanselfsprekend
want wanneer het ons in die bykans
14 eeue van sendingwerk op &0 'n wyse
w0 verieenwoordigend zaampgrkom  in
hierdie land! "'n Deeglike stuk werk is
afgehandel deur 'n kleiner komilee
waar die toelating, vakke, benadering,
opleiding van vrowe, ensovooris  be-
spreck iz, Hierdie deel van die Tnsii-
tuut sal moontlik nog in die regle pera-
pekticl  as  die  belangrikste gesien
woril

Madat dit alles gesé iz wil dit geen-
sins te henne gee dat die lesinge op
one geen indruk gemask het nie, In-

teendeel, ons is die beeoekende pro-
fepsore naamlik professor Otto Piper
vin Peinceton en professor Th. ©C.
Vriezen wvan Uteecht, innig dankbasr
vir die wyse waarcp hulle die lesings
probeer aan die man bring het. DiL was
juis di¢ leaings wat ons sake in ons
cie situasie lapt raakelen het en wat
besprekings in dié verband uitgelok
het, Oms het veel geleer en dil was 'n
genot om weer die geheus to verfris en
kennis te maak met die nuutste verwik-
lkelinge in die Ou en Nuwe Testament.
Graag sou ons wou sicn dat almal die
lesings gemaklik kon volg.

*n Spesinle woord van dank wil ons
graag rig aan hulle wat verantwoor-
dellk waes vir die byeenkoms, Eerstens
aan die Teologiese Onderwysfonds en
veral aan professer Ho W. Gensichen,
asgigtent-direktear van genoerde
fonds en wat veral belas s mei Afrika,
aan mor. F, J. van Wyk, die puik en
toegewyde sekretaris wat alles op 'n
meesterlike wyse georganiseer et
Hier vergeet ons natuurlik nie die ko-
mitee b Johannesburg met de. Beyvers
Maundé as voorsitter nle. Ook ons dank
aan professor Ceyser ons  kapelaan;
pan professor W, J. van der Merwe en
da. 8. Tema wle se informasie altyd
vir ong nuwe lig gegee het, Ook aan
da. en mevr. E. Winckley wat alles in
hul vermo# gedoen het om die tydjie
nat Foreat Sanctuary vir ons aange-
naam te maak.

Folgende byeenkoms

Nou sien ons uit na die volgende
hyeenkoms wat as tema gekies het:
~Christelike Teologie in diec Kontem-
porére Religieuse Situasie in Afriks.”
Daar = die moontlikheid dof Biskop
B. . M. Sundkler een van die besoe-
kende professore sal wees, Sommige
van die teologiese dosente wal met
lang verlof na die buiteland moet ver-
trek aan die einde van die jaar is nou
reeds hesig om planne fe beraam om
tog hierdic mees belangrike opfris-
singahursus hy te  woon. Hoe =sou
iemand dit fop kien hekostig om wen
fe bly as hy erns maak met die Kerk
in Afrika?

) Frof, dr, O, 0, Oosthudzen @5 Oekaen
et efie Dl sam Teoiogle man Forl Hare,
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The church
in the
world today

ANGLICAN AND WETHGDIET
CHURCH LEADERE DISCUES
MITY.

Anglican and  Methodist
leaders agres that suggestions
for uniting the Churches, pu-
bllshed in s report by a joint
official committes. merit onre-
ful study at every level. Tntil
that has been dene. sone  of
them suggest no purpose will
b achieved by sirong coments
either for or againet.

The Archbishop of Wales,
¢ Morris, says that the pro-
posals will have to be carefully
constdered and he has urged
hia members to study them.

“The possibility of bring-
ing together agailn Anglicans
and Methodists, who parted
company very reluctantly and
who have never quite lost the
foeling of apiritunsl kinship, i=
ap exciting one” he said,.

The Rev. E, Benson Per-
kina, apsociaie secretary of the
Waorld Methodist Council, said
it would be a mistake to think
that the report would be readi-
ly or immediately accepted.

“From many points of view
it will cause grave concern io
many Methodists, I am not
auggeeting that the proposals
will ultimately be rejected, but
they will require not months
but years of discussions,

“The main concern will be
over the guestion of the mi-
nistey, but it does seem thet
the Methodist Church will be
required to make a considers-
ble change, while on the other
hand the Church of Eagland
will make no change at all”

i The Star.!

WIE I8 "N JOoD?
WoRD DIT BEPAAL DEDR MAS-
(iF GELOOFSVERBANDY

De hooggeregehof in Jeru-
aalem
wat tot die Christelike gelool
oorgaan, nie meer n Jood in
die nasionale betekenis is nie
en dus nie op burgerskap van
die Staat van Israel geregtig
s nie. DHeselfde heelissing s
nie op ateiste en agnostici van
Loepaseing mie,

i Protestantse Revellle)

van belydenls, van
ning,

El het gesoek na tekens van
erkenning wvan hierdie onbrow,
hoetedoe-
van nuwe toewyding.

Sienswyse van lesers

GELOFTEDAG
CEAGCTE REDAKSIE,

Op "n dag twee of drle jaar
gelede, vro ons jongste seun
vie my: Marmma wat la Gelof-
tedag ™ Dit wae n2 aanleiding
van iets wal hy oor die radio
gehoor het. ER het effens ge-
wkrik, Moes odie kind rmy dan
wra? Het die voorvaders dan
nie helowe | dat ons dit ook aan
ons kindors sal ed” mie? Na-
tuurlik het ek hom vertel toe.
Mpar ek het aanhou dink oor
gy vrasg, En hoe dieper ek ge-
dink hel, hoe ontstellender het
die ontdekking geword.

Wat het geword van die e

DORPEINSING,

lofte van Barel Cilliers? Is dit
ons nog erns? Was dit oneg al
ooit waaragtig crns? Wiy het
ong gemaask van hierdie dag
wadrarsa die Veortrekgers ons
vilk geblnd het om dit ewiglik
ag 'n dankdag, soos ‘n Babhat
tecnoar die Allerhoogate te ge-
denk? Het onz dit uigebou
totdnt it shkitler socoa 'n hel-
der ater man dic suiderhemel
of ig dit vir ong met n lastige
verpligting? Of het one die
dag vir ons self gaan toedicn
1ot woordesl van ons ele volk T
Wie nor herdie vrae ernstig
nadink, kan masr net cen Ser-
like ongeveinsde antwoord

geo: Ons het gefanl. Die be-
doeling was tog . dat die eer
van Cod dasrdeur verheerlik
sl word, dat aan  Hom dic
roegm en die eer van die oor-
winning gegee moet  word”
Maar hoe kan it as ona in
die cersie plel nie eers gla dat
daar by Bleedrivier 'n wonder
gebeur het nia?

Met die ontstellende ont-
diekking van die ware omvang
ven ong  Afriknner-voly  se
skandelilke wersuim om ‘nm ge-
lofte na te kom, in my. het 16
Dosember 1862 nader  gekom.
Mon het ek begin oplet na te-
kens van erkenning van hier-
die versuim onder my mense,

Wat ek gevind het, was becha-
mefnd flow, Die kan beskrywe
word in die woorde: Gelofte-
dag het die afgelope sestig
jaar ketwat ontaard,”

B het Gelofledag 1962 dan
anngebreck. Dit wae by die see
en 0nE Was vier persone wat
atil sit en lulster het no die
verrlgtinge by die Voortrekker-
menwment, DIt was in "n tent
by die aee maar in die gees was
rag peam deaar, Met die eerste
glag wvan die oorlosie het ona
gtil opgestann, die een na die
ander, elkeen met ons ele ge-
dngtes, Met innerlike deemocd
het ok daar gestman en het N
heeld woor my of verby ge-
gann. Ek het gesien hoe  die
sonetraal  apnskalf  oor  die
praalgrafl daar in die Afrila-
nerdom  se allerheiligete en
hoe die woorde die een nn die
ander verlig word: ons vir jou
Suid-Afrikn. Meteens het i

hand werskyn en  die  letters
voor my of uitgevee. Tn goud-
skelf e dit ingegrif op die
Awart marmer — oorgeshref:
Tot ecr wvan God allesn.

Dit is tyd en dit is nodig
dat daar ernstig  besin word
oor hierdic siak. Laat ona tof
nie s gou en 8o baie versko-
ningas probeer soek en withle-
ker mic Verskoning sal daar
altyd wees. Lapal ons msmmoe-
dig ons fout erken. Laat ons
in die weke wat lkom, wanneer
ona ana Meestor valg op sy via
dolorosa teen dic heoawel uit,
dit bely en betreur — die fout
wat begaan iz op Die Pad van
Suid-Afrikn. Laat ons lig soek
hewe obg hierdie dag soos 0
Sabbat sinvel kan vier, Manr
veral lant ons  ernstlg  hegin
how aan die  tempel” tot Sy
eer. En, wie weet, wanneer 14
Desember 1863 aanbreelk,
cproots en klaar, staat God's
Ternpel dapr — wyd in sy ma-
jesteit™

Marin Bauwer.

het beslis dat "n Jood ==
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Pro Veritate

Geloof en voortbestaan volgens die

Geloal ¢ls van die mens "n diad met die inset van sy hele

persoon, sy hele eksisiensie, met liggaam en siel, verstand en

krag. Geloof is nie iets wat mens besefen net met 'n deel van

sy persoon, bv. met sy verstand mie, want die leoreliese aan-

vaarding van 'n bepaalde leer met die verstand is nog bale ver

van geloof. Netaoos Gods openbaring veel meer en heeltemal

iets anders Is as net die mededeling van ‘n leer. so is geloal veel

meer en heeltemal iets anders as net die sanvaar mel die ver-
stanmd van bepaalde godsdienstige waarhede (Vgl. Preof. H. de
Vs, Het Christelijk Geloof, 1948, bl, 32}, Vir gelool eis God

die totale mens met sy hele bestaan op, DNe mens wat glo e hele

lewe, sy hede en toekoms, sy bestaan en voorthestaan word

volkome hepasl deur die geloof waartoe God hom bring,

DIE WEESE VAN GELOOF

Wal die O.T, onder geleof
verstaan, en wat geloof oral
en aliyd most wees, word ons
duldelik gedemonstreer in die
lewe wan Abraham, die vader
van al die gelowiges. In 5y le-
we het God vir ons die fonda-
mentele en essensiéle van ge-
lonf geapenbaar en  wat  wir
Abraham se geloof fundiwmen-
“teel en essensieel was, ia en bly
ook vir ona geloof, wat ookal
ona  omslandighede en  wat
ookal op die spel mag wess,
fundamentecl en  essensieel.
Abraham ae lewe pz ‘'n gelo-
wige begin dasrmes dat God
Homsell @an hom openbaar en
pedanige werking op hom uit-
opefen del hy positief daarop
reagear. In Gen. 12, waar ons
leee van Abraham se roeping,
tree die twee hoofaake van ge-
loof al dadelik duidelik en on-
dubbelzinnlg op die voorgrond:
abaolute pehoorsaambeld en
ahsslule vertroue. Hierdie twee
hoofsake van geloof vioei nie
voort uit die toevallige reaksic
van 'n mens, Abraham, nle,
maar hualle vloe voert en word
geheel en al bepaal deur  dit

~wat God gedoen het. Hy gee

aom 'n opdrag en Hy gee hom
‘n helofte. Abraham se  ge-
loofsreaksie is gehoorsaamheid
pan Gods opdrag en verlroue
op Gods belofte, Thk s dibe pad
vap die gelanf, dle pad na die
toekome, Gods toeckoms, niks
meer en niks minder nie, die
opdrag van God as die woort-
atuwende kg agter hom en
die belofte van God as  die
hoopwolle  toekomsloon  voor
ham, Op Gods Woord kom hy
in beweging en hy gaan. gran
in gehoorsanmheid &n in ver-
teoue | Vel Prof. A, van Selms,
Geleofehelde onder die ou ver-
bond, 1960, b, 34,

Abhraham laat alles agter,
alle vastigheid, sekerheid en
sehuriteil omdal hy weet dat
hy deur te gehoorsaam en fe
vertrou groter sekerheid en se-
Euriteit gevind het in God al-
leen. Sou hy hom sorge gemank
het oor sy bestaan en voor-
hestaan i die onbekende land?

i =ou maar al te menslik
wees! Maar ons lees doar niks
van nmie. ong lees alleen dat hy
gegaan hef in gehoorsaamhbeid
aan  God  em im vertrooe op
G, Hy nesm nie vosrsorg-
maalreils nie, hy doen geen
stappe om gy voorihestaan in
die onhekende feekoms te ver-
seher nie. Goddonk doen hy dit
mie, want as hy dit wel gedoen
het, son hy nie die vader van
al die gelowiges geword Thet
nie en =som hy 0R2 VOOFEECAAT
het in maatredls wat moodwen-
dig moes lei 1ot die ontduiking
van ahsolofe gehonrsaamhbeid

pan (od en ot die stel van "n
mo=ie van waniroue in (sods
heloftes.

DIE WUOWE NAAM

' Geruime tyvd daarna ver-
seker God  Abraham opnuat
van die abaolute sekerheid van
ay beloftes en Hy 1& dit vas in
dic nuwe naam Abraham, va-
der wan 'n menigbe. Daarmes
waarborg God dat Abraham "n
voorthestaan sal hé, Inderduad
het God dam ook die eerate
gtap tot die vervulling van die
helofte gedoen: Isak is gebore,
in ham sal Abraham voortleef!
Hoe heerlik vir 'n mens wan-
neer hy kapn slen dat God ver-
vul wat Hy beleof., Maar sien
ig mie noodwendig glo nie,
gielonl iz juis vaghou aan Gods
belofte sonder om te sien, Hoe
onbybels bs ons  bekende  wit-
apraak ,gien is gla™ tog! In die
geekiedeniz wat nouw volg wil
God vie die vader van al die
elnwiges en danrom ook vir
ong opnuut "n dieper les leer
aor wat geloof s Met die nuo-
we apdrag om sy enigete scun
te gaan offer moes Abraham
leer dot geloof nog atecds go-
heorsaamheoid en verirouws i
THe tocts vie ay geloof i of hy
ook mou, in die aangesig van
die dood won sy hoop op i
voorthestaan, nog sal kan glo,
dwa Juister na die Woord
van God"” (Vgl, Gen, 22 : 185%
in gehoorsaamhbeid en in wer-
trowe, THe offer van sy =eun
beteken niks minder aa dat al-
les op die spel geplass word
nie: gy aeun, s¥ enigste, die
geun im wie &y naam  mooi
voortleef, die seun in wie sy
voortheataanm gane en al gelad
ia, dic nakomeling wat die vol-
gende draer is van Gode heils-
belofte wir die ganse menslike
geelng, Hierdie seun moet hy
gaan offer!

Lant on= eerlik wees, ons
s Ahraham dit afraai. Hier
iz te veel op die spel!l Sy
yvoorthestann i= op die spel en
prhoorsaamhbeid sou hier self-
moord heteken, Bowendien son
ong Ahraham ermstiz vermaan,
haie veoom vermaan; Dink tog
daaraan dat Tsak “n ho# roe-
ping in die wéreld het, hy i=
die drner van die lig in "n dols-
tere wireld, die dener van die
Wye hoodehap vir die monse
menslihe geslap, Hy modt hly
lewe, anders i it wit en se.
dnan met die Evangelie in die
wireld! Dhnk aan jou voorthe.
siaan en man alles wat daar.
mee saamhang! God het seher
nie bedoel om hier absplute ge-
hoorsanmbeeid te ez nie. ..

Abraham Tnister nie na ons
logika nie, want hy het die wa-
re geloof wat Iynreg teehodr
menslike logika stasn, As God

in die ean ekaal van die weeg-
akaal woortbestaan plans en in
die pnder skaal geloof dan
weet Abraham dat hy geloof
gwaarder sal moel laat weeg.
Hy wertrou dat God die belofte
eenmaal gegee sal nakom, dat
Hy sal vooralen, dat God mag
het om a=lfe wit die dode op te
wek (Hebr, 11 : 197, dat Hy
mag het om uit hierdie klip-
pe kinders vir Abraham te
verwek™ (Matt. 3 : %), Die af-
loop van Abraham 82 beproe-
wing bewys dat die regie ge-
Inof noolt beskaam vir wie on-
der alle omstandigheds Inister
na Gods woord in gehoorsaam-
held en in verirooe.

DIE ROER UIT GONS HANDE

Nie alleen die geskiedenis
van die stamvader van Isracl
demonstresr hierdie  kernge-
dagtes iLv.m. geloof nle, maar
ook die geskiedenis van Israel
ps sodanig. Ons kan dle ge-
skiedenie van Israel noem die
geskicdenisz van ‘n  gemeen-
skap wat moes leer om met ge-
loof in God alleen deur die lewe
te guan. Israel se geskledenis
in een lange les in geloof, Is-
rael mees dwaradeur sy geakie-
deniz leer dat hy moet afsien
van homself en van alle dinge
wasrop hy naas God sy ver
troue kon stel, Tarael moes leer
en ervaar dat sy ganese  he-
glaan en voorthestasn as 'n
volk in dle wéreld geheel en
pl afhanklik wns van ay geloof
In God, en, laat ons dil nog-
eens  herhaal, geloof volgens
die Ou Testament is absolute
gehoorsaamheid aan Goda op-
dragte sowel ag 'm  absolute
vashou in vertroue aan Gods
belaftea. Tarael moss leer om te
gehoorsaam onder alle amstan-
dighede en moes leer dat Gods
gebod en nie die eig van die
tyd of die begeerte van dic
mienalike hart die fundamen-
tele elg vir sy bestasn iz nie,

Mo lees gns in die Ou Tesla-
ment veel meer oor die onge-
loof as ocor die geloof wan Is-
rael, soos die Here self van sy
volk getuig ,Tve ganee dag hel
Ek my hande uitgebrei ma 'n
opstandige volk wat wandel op
'n weg wat nie goed iz mie, 'n
vilk wai My gedurvigdeur in
die asngesig terg...” (Jes 65
1 2: vgl. Bom, 10 = 210, Die on-
geloof van Tsrasl openbanr hom
veral daarin dat 1srael telkens
geweler het om in gehoorsamm-
heid ann Gods bevele en in ge-
duldig wag op die vervulling
van Gods helaftes sy weg al-
leen aan God oor te laat. Hier-
dle ongeloof openbaar hom al
gpoedig na die vittog ult Egip-
te, toe die volk onder eie vapn-
del wou verder ftrek terwyl
Moses neg op die berg was,
Hoe vroom cn gniwer en idea-
liztiea  hierdic ondernerming
ool sl mag skvn, in dic grosad
van dle sank was dit ongeleof.
Tn feite het Tzracl danrmes die
roer ult Gods heande probeer
neem, wat noodwendig moes
lei Lot afgndery — die goue
kalf Ex. 327, Hierdie wer-
gkvnael is dwarsdeur die ge-
ekiedeniz van Israel te hesponr.

Daarom het God vanaf M-
sea 'n hele ry predikers, die
profete, mestuur om Izrael die
wer van die gelonl aan te wys
¥ taak van die profete was
om in elke situasle duidelik
te maak wat die weg van die
regte geloof was, en  omdat
hierdie weg nie aliyd die lo-
giese, voor die hand liggende
weg wis nie. was die ware pro-
fele mepatal ecensame figore,
annder populariteit by die volk.

i

Dr. C, J. Labuachagne

Ou Testament (1)

JESATA: GELOOFSPROFEET

IN KRISISTYD

It was veral die profeet
Jesaja wat by uitstek die pro-
feet wan geloof was. Met die
grootste nadruk het hy wer-
kondlg wat ware geloof ls en
daarby het hy ale net die teo-
ric van geloof gebring nie,
maar die praktiese geloof wat
in die lewe van die volk toege-
pas moes  word, die  geloof
waarby die volk staan of val,
die geloof waar die totale ek-
sistenale en wvoorthestaan van
die volk van afhanklik is.

In die jaar 754 v.C. tydens
die dreigende Siro-Efraimitiese
oorlog, wat vir Juda en Jeru-
galem 'n krisisjaar was, het Je-
gaja die fundamentele en es-
sensiéle van  geloof  opnuut
aan die koning=hilz en aan die
volk verkondig en met die
grooisic nadruk en finaliteit
verklaar dat die volk alleen 'n
voorihestaan aal hé indien hul-
le hul geloof in God alleen stel.

Die prediking van dic pro-
feat van peloof staan in 'n
gkerpe teenstelling tot die po-
litieke bedrywighede van  ko-
ning Agas en die politici ven
gv dae. Deur die dreigende op-
mars van die Assiriese grootb-
mag, die destydse gevaar uit
die Ooste, ta die voortheatasn
van Juda op die spel geplans
s00a nog nooit tevore nie. Die
nuwe oorlogeugtige heerser
van die Assiviese ryk, Tiglat-
Pileger IIT, het Erygstogte na
die Weste begin cnderneem en
het daarmee al die klein staat-
fles in die Weste, so0e Sirie,
Terael en Judn. bedreig. Ko-
ning Peka van Israel, seker 'n
praktiese politicus, en Resin
van Sirié het toe probeer om
die kiein staatjies in die Weste
in eam anti-Assiriese hlok te
arganiseer. Toe Agas van Ju-
dp weler, acker onder invleed
van die prediking van Jesaja,
het Peka en Resin teen Jerusa-
lem opgetrek om Agae en Ju-
da in die anti-Aseiriese verbond
in te dwing. In hierdie kritieke
slituagie stuur die Here Jesnja
met die prediking van geloof:

WA julle mie glo nie,  voor
waar, dan zal julle nie beveatig
word nle”™ (Jes, T 2 810 Met "n
veelgeggende  en  frappante
woordspel mask Jespja duoide-
lik dat die vaoorthestaan van dic
vaolk ahsoluut afhsnklik iz van
hul geloof in Ged alleen. As
hulle mie glo nie (ta'aménul,
dan snal hulle nie kan atand-
hou of voorthestaan nie  (té
"amiénm).

GELOMIF EN VOORTEBESTAAN

Mt 13 nie ‘n toevallige
woordspeling  nie, want  die
woord wir glo” en die woord
vir | beveatig word™” of | stamd-
hou” word in die tas]l van die
iy Testament van =en en die-
gelfde wonrdstam afgelei. Wie
gho, dwa. in God glo, asl
standhon, sal ‘n voorthestaan
hé. Dit is nie die geloof in een
of ander politieke bedrywig-
heid wat dle voorthestaan van
die volk aal verseker nie, maar
geloof in die Here slleen, want
volgens  die ondubbelsinnige
gotuienis van die Ou Testa-
ment §g dit alleen in God datl
mens kan gle. As Agas en Ju-
da gou taeedoen aen die poli-
tleke bedrywigheid wan Peka
en Hesin ter  wille wan  die
voortbestaan, sou dit 'n mosle

van wankroue in die Here be-
teken. Jesaja maak duldelil
dat ware geloof iete totaal an-
ders ia as voortbestaanspoll-
thele enp dat die woortbestasn
van die wolk geheel en al af-
hanklik is van enm direk saam=
hang met die geloof in God.
Hierdie ware geloof iz weed,
worg altyd, absolute  gehoor-
gaamheid nan en abeolute ver-
troue in God en Hom sy gang

laat gaan.

Agns het hierdie prediking
mie begryp nie en gy vrees vir
die noordelike bure het  hom
daartoe gebring om fog sy eie
maatretls te tref, deur die hulp
van Assirig in te roep. Hierdie
maatreéls van Agas, wat =y
politiek bo geloof, bo gehoor-
asaamheid en  vertroue gaanm
stel het, was die eerste stappe
op die weg na die volledige
ondergang van Juda, wat vir
'n tydlank veriraag is deur die
bekering van sy opvolger His-
kia, maar daarna gaan dit snel
afdraand totdat die volk "n eea
later vollediz ondergegaan
het omdat hulle en hual lelers
in ongelonf volhard het.

Die Bybel s getuienis oor
geloof en woortbegtaan is om-
omwonde en  ondubbelpinnig
dit: Wie nle gle mnie, dwa.
God absoluunt gehoorsagm a0
vertron, het nie ‘m voortbe-
staan nie. Wat in die tyd wan
Abraham gegeld het en in die
tyd van Agas, geld ook nou
nog vir uns ongehoorsame ge-
glag, ons wat geloofagehoor-
gaamhbeid en  Eeloofsvertrous
offer op die altaar van ons af-
god Voorthestaan, Sal ona nig
mou erns maak met die ou-tes-
tamentiese prediking van  ge-
loof mie, juis omdat ons Here
Jesus Christus oms  uitdruklik
waarskn dat wie sy lewe wil
red, dit eal verloor?

=

TEOLOGIESE OPLEIDING

IN DIE VERENIGDE
STATE

Amerika maak beslis erns
met die opleiding van predi-
kante. Daar ia nie minder as B4
teologiese fakulteite waarin
predikante hul opleiding oni-
vang nie. Dit moet in gedagte
gerhou word dat daar "n half-
miljoen predikante en geeste-
likes im Amerika is, en omder
die Protestantse kerke alleen
iz daar 84 teologiese fakulteite.
Onder hulle is daar wel ook
die Wleineres wat met semina-
ries en fakulteite in Suid-
Afrika vergelyk kan word wat
studentetal en leerkraghte-ge-
talle betref, manr daar is ook
die reuse onder die teologlese
opleidingssentra, Princeton
wat tans s¥ 150 jarige bestaan
frestelll herdenk deur 'nrecks
teoloé ven wéreldfasm as be-
pockende dosenbe te ontvang
{onder andere ook Earl Barth)
het nle minder as 51 learkrag-
te in die teclogiese afdeling
nle. Union Theelogical se stu-
dentetal van bykons 1,500 kom
uit 47 lande, en hierdie semi-
narie in die hartjie van New
York tel wan die belkendste
teolo# en grootete predikers
onder sv dogerende personeel.
Yale Divinity School in New
Haven en Harvard in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts is we-
raldberoemd vir die akademiese
gtandanrd wat daar gelewer
word.
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i A Teenager, a representative of a Christian Youth organization)

“I'HE CHURCH DOES NOT PRACTISE
WHAT IT PREACHEN”

STEENAGERS AREN'T INTERESTED IN RELIGION —

they just wani to enjoy themschves and love a goed time.”

someone said io me the other day. Is 1 true? Do we really

have a selfish approach to like?

Iike many answers (o teenage problems, the answers to

{hese questons cannot be given in slick, cut and dried phrases

Perhaps the wisest way to answer them is with that well worn

phrase — “It depends

Most teenagers lead pretiy
crowded lives, The business
of growing up occupies a lot
of time, A teenager s in-
terested in getting the feel of
life — in experlencing ag much
ag he can; in  letting off
stesrn; in enjoying the world
around him to the full.

Teennge vears are crammed
with fun znd excitement - or
shaottled b

But all this activity is anly
part of o great adventure —
the adventure of discovering
pgreelves and where we fit in
to this crazy world, And the
adventure i= not complete un-
legn we ghade in the wivid co-
loure of action with the more
aerlous huea of thouzht.

All humans  are  curious
right throughout their lives.
But thers are two stages of our
livea when we ask more qies-
tinns then at any other time
~—lefore we turn seven and in
our teennge Years,

All our questions are asked
for a purpose. In the first
stage, we agh guestions to pee-
pare ourgelves for childhood
In the zecond we are preparing
to be adults,

The guestions which we
teenapers ask mover the whole
range of our experience. We
ask nuestions ahout  careers,
abowt  dating  about  dress,
akout Friendship, We ask about
all the things which powrle us

We agh why we are hore,

Eut if we know that some
grjuare wants to shove hia opi-
nioen down our thronts on any
subhject, we just don't ask
nyestions ahout thet subjeet -
at least — wo den’t ask the
A

Tt'a mot that beenngers can't
find nnswers to their problems,
On the eomtrary, there are too
many snswers — bot they are
the wrong kind,
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The teenoger gete the feel-
ing that the adult world ie just
dring to wquash his personali-
by Wmto  some  conventional
mould without giving him sny
gay in the matber at all.

The answery o feonnge
fquesticha  come but they
come 58 eommandg, 08 condem-
notinnge, =8 warmngs and os
fmpositions upen the freedom
of youth,

In reply to them all, we as
teenapgers have a very natural
tendency to say: “We don't
want to he told what to de —
we want to be shown the clter-
natives amd Jefi to decide for
purselves. Give us considered
facia — mot biased opinions
Give us advice with no strings

atiached — not commands. Ye
want {0 have the right to make
our o mistakes and o learn
from thom omrselvea”

What haz all this to do with
religion? The chkurch has al-
ways been @ place where peo-
ple ean po with their problems
Are teenagers going there to-
doy ? If mot, why?

Many churches mre half
empty. Their congregations are
made vp of pdulte and old
people, with women in the ma-
jority. The teemagers are ab-
sient,

There are three feasons
why teemagers don't  want
much to do with the ehurch
tordwar,

Phe chureh doesnt  talk
our languige,” we say. “We
hate oreon music — we think
“dogr collars”™ are stupid. The
whole set-up i3 cutdated. We
dom't went to henr aboat Jere-
migh or Moses we  don'
want to be preached at. We
want to haove a chance to ask
sup gquestions and gel anawers
rhat male sense -— that can be
put nto practice.”

The second thing teenngers
dislilte about the church iz its
ligt of “don'ts.” “Ministers sel-
dom speak out about teenagers

Die Kerk in die

wereld
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excent to condemn,” we Say.
“Their wiew of lifs 8 narrow
and 2indgy, Taey condemn sl
wir plecsires m8 sinful with-
Gl ever reslly having given
them a cheace. And they offer
nothing In their place.

CThey are @0 busy preach-
ing arainst the twist that
they never get down to helping
ws with problems about jobs
— or going steady — or po-
fitiea, Tt's all  “Don't, don’t,
idomi !

“There's nothing much lefl
in life when they're through
with it exeept eating, sleeping.
einzing nnd praying.”

The third reigon?

“The Church doesn't prac-
siee what it preaches,” =88y
teenagers, “Ministers tell us
thev eam temeh ua  oll about
livinT in peace snd harmony,
hut the churches bicker and
cruabhle all the time.

“They gay we shounld love
cur neighbours but they are
mope interestad in  apiritual
“gealp hunting” than in show-
ing practical  love Lo pEnpls
outside their own little eligue,

“The say they have a mess-
age that can turm a world of
hell into heaven, bul the histo-

i

ry of the church shows (hat
ihiz message jusl hasn't wors-
ed”

There le a lot of truth in
what we toenagers say shbout
the church. But let'as be fair

If things aren't ns we like
them, them it's up to us %0
change them. We would alf
pgree that what teenigers need
today is not a0 much eriticism
as friendly co-operation. The
szme opplies te the church.

Are leenmgers irreligious?

Mn, But many of us have
a kind of religion which others
don't underatand.

Ewvery one of us believes in
something even if its the
girl next door, or just oure
zolveR, Or nour Eroup, or even
simply the accurscy  of  our
critieism,

And the things in wich we
put our trust sre our gods,

Teenage gods often come
in very human forms We may
worship the local twist kimg or
the school sportsmaster.

But when we're faced with
questions Hke: “What should

1 think or do about the abome

hombT™ Tt'a them thal we rea-
lize that onr gods are (oo
small.

pro ecclesia
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DIE HEIDELBERGRE
KATECTSMUS dim JAAR QLT

In 1063 =sal die Heidel-
bergse Kategismus 400 jaar in
gebruik wees. In ons gedagtes
reda die gestaltes wan Ursinus
en Clevianus weer ¥0or OR8 Of,
as die onvergeetlike opstellers
van hierdie leeroek. In Duits-
land word daar ‘n possed] wit-
gegee om hierdle  gebeurtenis
te gedenk. Wanrom kan dit nie
ook in ons land gedoen word
pie, die lond wat hierdie Pro-
pestantse  erfemis  deur drle
peue hewanr e unitgebon het?

EROF. N, B. STONEHOUSE
CORLEDE.

Op &0 jarige leeftyd het
prof. M. B. Stonchouse van die
Westminster seminarie die ty-
delike met die ewige verwissel,
My =al onthou word as een
van dic medewerkers van die
Christelike Ensiklopedie, en
veral gy bydrae oor die Fun-
dumentalisme §g  uwiters leer-
gaam en insiggewend,

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
IN FINLAND
ew atatisties from  Fine
land show that about 3 per
cent of the population theve
attends church on sn aver-
age  Sunday, In some towns
the figure it a high as 15 per
cent, but in A nomber of in-
dustrial areas it is Iess than 1
per cent, About £ per cent of
the population has signed the
civil remister and thus does not
helong to the Lutheran state
chureh. Of thesse it s estimated
that about 60 per ecent  are
Communiste and sbout 20 per
cent Bocia] Democrats,
(Christinn Century?

- N o oF
CATHOLICS INCREASE
Acpording  to  statistics

compiled by the Cathelie Stu-
dents’ Misgion Crusade there
are now 558 million Homan
Catholies ta the world, an in-
crease of & million in the past
year. The world population
grew even faster, however, s0
that the new figure representa
18,2 per cent of the world po-
pulption, down from 183 per
cent a wear ago. The etudy
found Andorra the “moat Cot-
holle” country, with all  ita
&.000 citizens Catholics; “least
Catholle”  country ig Greens
lamd, where there are only
goven Catholies in o popula-
bion of 31,000,

The Christien Century

EERETE PALING IN KEEKLID-
MAATSHAD IV It JAAR — V.54,

Volgene  die 1063-uitgawe
van die janrboek ven Amerl-
kaanse kerke was daar verlede
jaar vir die eerate keer sedert
1870 *n daling in kerklidmaast.
skap. Lidmpatskap aan kerke
in Amerika het  godasl
GA.A7 wvan die bevolking na
63.47% . Hierdie aftakeling van
lidmaatskap het in dieselfde
verhouding by katolieke as by
Frotestente voorgekom. Hoe-
wel die bevolkingsaanwas 169
was, het lidmantskap van ker-
ke met 1.4% gegroci. Uitga-
wes wiE kerkbou het por die af-
gelope jaar ook met 52 mil-
joen dollars gedaal,

win

-pangetcon  Est n

WORD ONQELETTERDES
IN AFRIKA VERGEETY

Dagr bestaan "n wanopyal-
ting dat Afrika mei anafhank-
likwording skielik "n kontinent
van atellektuallame  geword
het en dat die cnigste behoef-
te did aan leltuar ls. Christe-
like lektuur by  die  miljoene
eksernplare ls beslis nedig vir
die gelettordes, maar daar is
alkyd die gevanr dat die onge-
letterdes vergeet aal word. In
"n onlangse artikel in die tyd-
skril Time het "n oorajg van 27
Afrikavolke, die meeste van
hulle jong wolke walt onlangs
onafhanklik geword het, "n geo-
middelde persentasie wan 85
persent ongeletterdheid aange-
toom, Trt hel gewissel van ao-
veel as B8 persent in die Repu-
bliek Miger tol 50 persent on-
geletterd in Kenia, Dit het nic
lande song Ethiopi# met 53
of mesr ongeletierd.
heid ingeshiit nie, want Ethio-
pid is ol vir baie jare 'n osoo-
Thnr waotd dus

Persent

wereine volk,
intensiswe
Evangelizsasieprogram aodig ia
denr die hele Afrika met i
doel om menne en vroue, lceof-
sunklik ongeletterd, na die Ha-
re Jesus Christus te bring om
om hulle te leer lecs en ghryf.
Bid vir "n magtlge golf van
Evangelizgazie  dwarsoor  dic
vasteland.

WAT I8 DIE KERK?

Verklaring deur die Wéreld
Evangeliese Alliansie.

Sie Herk van God bestnan
uit sy uitverkorenes van clke
lend en cuderdorn wat  mel
Christus verenig is deur sy ge-
nade deur geloof en in wie die
Heilige Gees woon, Hierdic ceh-
heid met Christus, aangedui
deur die doop alhoewel nie
daardeur geskep mie, kom Lot
gighare wuiting wanneer geio-
wiges saambom vir aanbidding

en die bediening van die Woord==

en aan die Magmaalatafol,

JHierdle geestelike eenlebd
kom werder tot ultlng wanneer
Christene met verskillends tra-
distea saam deelneswn aan die
Magmaal engehinder dewr ver-
skille oor sake van sekonddre
belang, Dde bestaan wanp hier-
die Codgegewe eenheid etel
Cheistene egter nle vry van e
probeer om  die  werskillendes
gesigspunte wat oor die sila
van sekondére belang  so0s
vorm# van asnbidding. reges
ringetelacls en  bedieningso-
des bestann, te begryp nle.

WNoptans is dapr  sekere
leerstellings waaroor  Eeen
kompromiz moontlik  Is  nie,
gnoz die drieseenheld van Va-
der, Seun en Heilige Gees: die
godheid van Christus; die al-
penoeganamhbeld van 8y vers
goeningswerk wir dle redding
van mense ! die oppergesg van
dle Heilige Skrif in alle sake
van geloof en prakiyk; die reg-
verdigmaking van die sondaar
detir die genade van Cod olteen
deur meloof en die priesterskoi
van die hele kerk waardewr el-
ke pelowige direkte torgamg
het tot Cod die Vader deur die
per Middelaar Jesus Christus,
In die mate wanrin die kerle
fof hulle lede is wan die WE-
reldraed van Berlke al dan nied
in gebreke bly om  hiendie
waprhede te  verkondig. in
daardie mate =kiet huolle te
Tart om kerke in die Mien-
Testamentiese hetekenis  te
wees, alhoewe] individue hinne
daardie Kerke ware gelowiges
mag wees"



