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I propose to deal with this subjeet in the follow-

ing manner: —

1. What Christian Citizenship is not;

2. Factors affecting our basic purpose and
outlook in Christian Citizenship; and

3. The role of Chrigtian Youth in bringing it

about.

WHAT CHRISTIAN OITIZEN-
EHIF IR NOT

Three errconecus ooneepls
muat be exploded I we want to
underatand what world Chris-
tian leaders mean by Chris-
tlan Citizenship these deys.

ia) It is not a denial of the
world that makes Christianity
a heady, otherworldly reli-
gion, YVery often, here in our
country, the faect that Chris-
tianity deals with people’s
soula has led to our ignoring if
its pragmatic, matter-of-fact,
everyday  mature, We have
nquoted 5t Paul’s dictum: "Our
citlzenghip is in heaven; We
hawo no :|I'Ji|l|.|:'|_§' city"” and ﬂ'l"-"
en It a negative view to our
present physieal and material
life, It iz this kind of view of
our dities as Christians in the
hurly-burly of life, this denial
of our everyday life needs, that
has led the Communists to
taunt at Christianity with say-
ings like: “A pie in the sky
when vou die™, “a bourgecizle
ideology.”

by Tt ie not the liberallatic,
last-generation-American  Bo-
cial Goapel which reduces the
Chureh to a Soclal Welfare So-
clety. We can be good citizens,
hut do not necesgarily become
Chriatian citizens by running
a Milk Fund because of our
econeern for the prevalence of
kwashiorkor or running the
Christmag  Fund or a Child
Welfere Z2oclety. Philanthropsy,
misslonary zeal and Christian
service  mre  good  Christian
yudiifies, but sometimes they
ean he distorted and be just
not Christian. Thiz iz the old
auestion of Faith and Werka.
Far he it from me, a Protes-
tant Methodist Minister. to be-
little the place of worka. hut
T dn want te say that many
gond works of Christlan people
do mot arize from the hest,
deep, Christian Falth, and that
aleo some of these works do
bocome an impedement to the
doer's arrival at a Erue concept
of Christian Faith.

e} Chrstinn 1:‘.11!:5-&15&|'|'ip
ie not a conferring upon the
Churh and its individuala pon-
tifleatory powere. Many  sin-
cere  Christian people believe
that we become good Chris-
{ians Citizens by  keeping &
look-out and howling loudly
when Lhe [!-ﬁc’b-‘p[l- at the helm of
gocial, political and economic

affairs make » mistake. We be-
gin to view ourselves and the
Church ag mere judges, and
we think we become prophetic
when we condemn the Bantu
Edueation, the Irmmorality Aet,
the Sabotage Act eote, We be-
come arm=thair philosophers,
uninsaired and uninspiring.
This is the point that T think
was apelled out very clearly by
Dr. Webh in his Presidential
Addresses at last year's Confa-
rence. and 1 agres with him
that it iz not necesearily the
duty of the Church (the Chris-
tinn people’ to oppose this or
that Law or Regulations, but
theira ia so to live the Chris-
tian life that the dead lump of
degenerate  society can  be
leavened, and the earthly low,
and parochial  intentions of
humanity ean be salbed.

Dur truly Christian concepl
of Citizenghip is that which is
emhbedded in a eorrect Chris-
tian teaching. “Correct Chris-
fian™ by me agrees thai while
“we have here no abiding City™
and “our citizenship is in
heaven™, vet it is here in this
life, thiz sinful earth, that we
are called upon “to run the
race that is set hefore us",

Conds worke are essential,
hut they are mot to be judged
on face walue, Christian Ci-
tipenshin requires their sourcs
tn be examined. TE Iz here that
T think our founder John Wess
ley had m real contribution to
make in the whele eontroversy
between the Lutherans and Ro-
me. True Christian life musl
have tangible fruits, but these
fruite must consciously arise
from a “'Iﬂ'l'.lg faith.

Christinn Cltizenshin thera-
fore as T aee it is based on the
aeceptaner of Christianity as
p way of life”. The first Chrie-
tinm were ealled oi odwy —
The people of the way™. Tt im-
nlies the apeeptance of certain
principles of conduet of daily
liwing. mrinciples which are
hasie to the Christinn Faith. T
now  procesd  to enumerle
these principles:

(a} TRANSCENDENCE OF
GO

Thiz means that Christians
mi=at Hve and decide in a
warld which thev know to he
God's world, They miust onder-
st that  God  transcends
every culture, every social

group, every ideal and
every church,

“Hehold the nations are
like & drop in  the nations
anidd are accounted as dust in
the seales™ (lsninh, 40 @ 15),
Always hefore ua should be the
warning against  idolatery:
“Thou shalt have no other goda
before me™, is the place where
our nnderstanding of Christian
Citizenship must begin, It is
inm our preference and our
sticking up for our own cul-
ture, our own nation, our own
social system as against ofhers
that idolatory of the more
subtle kind often appears. So
much talk in our country about
the goardianship of  white
Christian Civilization can be,
in the light of this, nothing
hut subtle idolatory,

Lat us not forget that this
idolatory could alss creep into
our eoncept  of  Christianity
and omnr Christian Witneas,
New Delhl le very conseious
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of this when in the Wilness
Sectlon it declires: — “Cod”
this transcendent “God™ s his
own Witness. He has been and
is at work authenticating his
measage to men "as for ue, we
are not the world’'s saviours.
We are called to witness To
Him who iz the Savionr and
Lord of all”. Et. Paul pute it in
a manner that I think is very
gtriking: "Remember you are
not your own, von are bought
with a price. The price which
it the bood of the Lamb™.

(b GOTFE JUDGEMENT:

Crid’s transcendence menns
alao that He ie Judge of all,
including the Christians: “We
cannot bear Hiz name withoot
coming under the searching
light of his judgement. There-
fore our firat step towards the
diseovery of a Christian arien-
fation to poblic 1ife is to lay
ourselves open to God'a judge-

ment which is  abowe every
ieal and every interest which
is dear to us, (“Mew Delhi
ﬁ:pe:ﬂm”-"]

In wll our actions and
declsiona, our attitodes and in-
clinations let us remember that
the fact that we are Christian
does not exempt us from this
judgement, but that “Judgem-
ent must hegin at the house of
Fod” and “Whom He loveth
Him He chasteneth”. Perhaps
in thiz regard the chastizsement
of those who call themselves
Christlan is even greater, for
the reason that “the light has
come Imto their eyes and into
the warld but they love dark-
ness rather than light becanse
oftheir evil works" (John 3
1 17)

(e} LOVE:

It should never he for-
gotten by those who alm at
Christian Citizenship that God
Toves all men, It iz for all men
that Christ died... the good
and the eovil, the dlfficall nnd

* Cont. on page 5

Die Christen se houding
feenoor verandering

(Prof, Ben Marals)

Ong lewe in " wéreld waarin verandering in die hoogste vers
anelling plaasvind, it geld nie alleen ons kennis en kontak
met die huilen=zte ruimies nie maar veral die sosiale, politieke
en ehonomiese patrone van die mensewéreld van ons dag. Baie
van hierdie veranderinge vind teen so "n temps en op 80 'n hreg
fromt plaas dat dit by baie primér vrees en verskrikking in-

hoesem.

ONS REARSIE TEENOOR
VERANDERING

it ie noodsaaklik dat ons
as Chriztene wir on=self re-
kenskap gee van wal ons reak-
sie teenoor versndering is en
behoort to wees,

In die algemeen is dit eaar
dat die gewone mens wat 1id is
van “n bevoorregte mensegrosp
#0 ma aan die status que as
moontilk  probeer  bly. Dit
pag hom goed soos  dit e
Daartesnoor is die realsie van
die gewnne mens wlt ' minder-
hevosrregte groep presics tecn-
oorgesteld: hy verwelkom in
die reél verundering in die
hoop dat sy lot daardeur ver-
beter aal word, Hy het min be-
lang by «dic behoud wvan  die
atatus gun, Toe asn 'n jong
Ameriknpnse neger uit  die
diep Sulde gevra is wat bete-
kenm  die  uitdrukking  stntoas
fuo was 8y antwoord: “L guess
it means the mess we're inl”
Wir milinenc minderbevoorreg-
tes kleel pregiea daardie ge-
voelewaarde aan die hegtoande
orde af toestand,

VERSKILLENDE H{OMDINGS
Indirn ons die reaksies van

die mene in die algemeen in
nenskod nesm Han ong  die
volgende duidelike houndings
onderskel.

e serste is vrees, By mil-
jeernie mense en helags ook
Christene is die eerste en oor-
heersetde reakaie teenoor ver-
andering die van  wrees.  Hul
wrees dat die  bestannde  en
veral hul heastaande voeorreghe
ha ander mensegrsepe aange-
tas mag word of verlore mag
EAan.

Op sy beste behels hierdie
reaksie dic vrees dat aowveel
wnt in "n beaondere groep of
indiwidu dierbanr ia die slag-
offer van verandering lan
word.

Hiermes hpng ten nouste
daardie konserwatisme saam
wraardenr  gestreel word om
teen elke prys die ou en ge-
liefde gemeenskapsvorme te
hewasr en in stand te how,

DIE CHRISTEN §E
ANTWOORD

Hoaeweael die ehelsten hierdie
houdings begryp en soms in &Y
gie hart daarteen die stryd
moet asnknoop, is en mag hy

tigr nie bevreees wees vir ver-
andering nie omdat hy besef
b swaar die laste iz en hoo
geweldig die ontheringe waar-
onder die meerderheid van die
mensheid ;.;F'hlll-l: gaan.

Hoe maz 'n Christen bl -
siry vir die hehood van die
atatos gquo =0 lank ons in ‘n
wireld leef waarin meer as die
helfte van die mensheid by, nog
mie kon lees of skeyf nle, kro-
mies omdervoed is en nooit die
geleentheid vir mediese diens-
te het nieT Hoe kan ons hloot-
siry wir die =iatus= quae S0
lank it waar by dat im die
v.5 A, die gemiddelde in-
komste per capita van die he-
vollking 1400 rand per jaar is,
in Japan 250 rand, in Tadoneald
52 rand! AMet  watter soort
Christelike gewete kan  fy
hoal of esrstens "'n verdediger
van die stnlus oo In an 'n
sonort wireld wees?T

PARSIEWE AANVAARDING

'n Ander baie algemens
ronksie o, verandering  is
wat ome kan  heskryf  as 'n
pazsiewe aanvaarding. Daar is
vandag miliorne sulke mense
ander wle ook baie Christene,
Hu! hetreur die sosiale en po-
litleke versgnderinge wat rond-
orm hulle plaasvind maar ann-
vaar dit bloot passief as onnf-
wendbaae. Ek het versl in die
V.84, en by name die suide-
like state baie mense feenge-
kom wat tow, &fn besonders
verandering tw. dié van dese-
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Pro Veritate

IS DIT NOG ONS ERNS? [Slot]

Drie Noodsaaklike Vrae

Soos ons geslen het iz daar veral twee aspekte aan "'n heilige
verbond: die verordeninge van G wal ons in "'n gelofte beloof
om te onderhon, en dié nuwe toestand van vrede en onderlinge
liefde wat God aan ons beloof dear die Genade van Christus, Dit
iz hierdie dimge wat ook ons moet nastrewe, in die vaste geloof
dat Jesus Christus dit reeds vir ons bereik het, as ons deel wil
hé aan dic gelofte van Charl Celliers. Laat ons dus I vrae aan
ongself stel, in selfondersock en verootmoediging om le ioets
of hierdie gelofte nog ons ems is:

(1} Wat Is di¢ verordening wat God san ons vadere gestel

het, en waarop hulle vap hulle kant ongevelnsd moes

amtwosird T

(®y Wat beteken dit dat God asah ons voorooers "n oof-
winning geskenk het, en hoe kan ons aan daardie oor-

winning "n deel hé?

(1 Wie i= diegene wal aan die verbond van ons voorouers

deel hiet?

(1) Cor die wverordening
wat God van ona eis in die nu-
we verbond han daar welinig
twyfel bestann, Ons Here self
het hierdie werordeninge op-
geaotn in ‘'noeerste en tweede
ceboild wat aan mekaar gelyk-
shaan: v moet die Here jon
Gierd liefhe met jou hele siel en
mct g hele verstend” en W¥
raoct jom neasta liefhé soos jou-
nalf.” (Alatk. 22y Daarom kan
Paulus dit ook witdagend stel:
Lidie hele wet word vervul in
Sdm woord, sanmlile: Jy moet
jou nanete licEhi snos jousclf”
ial. 5 ¢ 14, DHe liefde is
die vervolling van die Wet™,
{Baom. 13 @ B), Daar iz geen
Lilefde tof God sonder Lielde
tof dle nasste nis. Immers,
Seeine en onbesmebles gods-
diens voor God en die Vader 15
dit: om wese en weduwees in
verdrukking te besoek, en
tomself viekkeloos te bewaar
van die wereld” (Jak. 1 : 37).

Owr hierdie  verordeninge
von God, wat ook die grondslag
van e nowe verbond iz, kan
it gendesr gest word  mie;
daar i= *n onuitsprecklike rvk-
ihivm im hierdie woorde vervat.
Muar ons moel ook daarpon
dink dat dit in die gelofte van
ffis VOarkiEns mic gaan om "B
Kennis van  hierdie  verarde.

ninge mie. maar om 'n
vnste  voorneme om dearvol-
rend te leef, En dit 18 'm

taak wat nie alleen geen elnde
ken nie, maar wat sok vir ons,
sins vir alle sondpars, einde-
s gevare inhon, e meei-
likheld is naamlik dat  daar
nlemand is wat nie ons noaste
i= nie, en dat "n mens noolt ge-
moer vir iemand amders  kan
doen nie. Az Paulus die Xtene
in Wome vermaat am aan nie-
mand feta sholdiz te wees nie,
hehalwe dic lefde, want hy
wat "n ander lief het, het die
wet vervul,” {(Rom. 13 : 5)
mask by nie alleen geen wlf-
sonderinee mie; hy =tel dit ook
nertiment daf  die vervulling
van die wel nie meled is in die
aflbetaling vem 'm Viefdesclnld
nie, masr geled is in die genade
om in daardic skold te Yan ke,

ONTIMITHEING VAN GODS
VEROREDENTNG

Bons Tarsel van  ouds  die
verardeninge von God nie won
nanvear nie, omdat dit wir hol-
le pa stamsenote na die vieps"
gevanrlik wos, 1z daar ook
atecds die sevasr dat 6n= aan
hierdie ho¥ eize van God eal
prahesr attenap, THe gevaar ie
nie alleen dat ons nle aan ons
naaste wil betaal wat ons wel
kan en moet betanl nie — he.
lasting san dic wat helasting
tockom, veers aan die  wat

vrees en eer aan die wat eer
toelorm : maar veral dat ans nie
die skuld van die liefds op ons
wil neem mie. (Bom, 13 : T

Min van hierdie vershonings
waarmee ons ona  pligle  wil
antwyk is nuat: daf nie almal
one preste is nie, manc alleen
mens=e van ons ele taaloeeep is
s ' overshoninge: ‘n oamider s
dat nie mlmal ons nnasfe op
diezelfde manier iz wie. dot
daar, om dit a0 te stel. eersie-
rangse en fweedernngee naaate
2 en dat omz dus minder lief-
de aan die sen as aan die an-
der verskuldig iz; ook fa die
argument bekend dat ons al-
leen "n mevoel wvan lefde 'n
goie gesindheld anm ons naps.
te verskuldig is en dat hierdie
hereldwilligheid tot die Tefde
fdie werke kan en soms moef
ontheer: dit {2 aelfs onlanes in
hierdie Tand gest dat die kerk
van Christus die nassteliefde
maot preek en moet probeer he-
vestir hinne n hepaalde taal-
groep, maar dat  politici  die
verhoudinee tussen mtl'-!'l"l'ﬂ:"
moet  redl. en  dat JHE e
kam  meskied voloens .idealis-
tieme hemineele” wat wel rer i,
manr nie nrakiies nie. en wat
allecn vir die hiernamaals eld,

Teenoar al hierdie wvorsko-
nings en argumente staan die
worordeninee van die Heilige
find van Hemel en Aarde on-
verhiddelik vas: insowerre ong
jets nnpn hulle. wat die minske
In hierdie wéreld s, gedoen
het, het oms dit aan Jesus ge-
doen. Ong szl sondsg onthen,
af Christus, dat ons Hom iets
ontst het, kos of water of mee-
gewnel of die werke wan die
Hefde: maar dat ons tog ver-
oordeel gal staan omdat ons=
nie in Hom ofs naaste herken
hef nie, en dal one nie in ans
naaste Jesns gesien het nie,
veral nie in dasrdie men=e wat
anre  verafeln en opeveestoot
het nle. Matt, T @ 21 ew ).
Dit geld selfe dasrdie mensze
witk wir ons hant en ons onder-
gang wil bewerkstelliz. Ook ons
vyende moet ona Hefhé, (Matt
5 44, Al lel dlt ook tof wer-
drulking in  hierdie  wéreld,
goelill hierdie verordening van
God nop. Trowens, datb ver-
drakking en eswaarkry die
lenm wvom die lefde in Bierdice
wiévald a2, het Jesus eI vir
onx Fouh, Ty hierdie wireld ans)
julli=  werdrukking hé: mear
hon gowic moed, Bk het dle wé-
reld oorwin (Joh, 10 ¢ 357
Wan mense wat hualle | @oeie
loon® in hierdie wéreld wil hi,
g ong Meester dat holle hulie
foon weg het,, . die loon wan
verdrultking in hierdic wépeld
ie egter die vrede van Crod.

ot sheiding

iy onlgatn

wal die Skrif hier vir ons ge-
biedend stel i die kloof tus-
sen gelowiges en ongelowiges.,
LLaat ons dan, terwyl ons go-
leentheid het, aan almal goed
doen, maar die messte aan dle
hulegenote wan die  geloof™
JGal & @ 10% a& Paulus — want
die huisgenote van die ge-
lof™ mnet nader wWaed
aafn ong a8 ons huisgencte na
die viees Vgl Matt, 12 : 46
g%, ). Trowens, ons moet nie in
dieaelfde juk trek eaam  met
ongelowiges mie (Gal. 6 @ 163
en volgens ons geloofsbelydenis
maef ong gaam met alle gelo-
wiges oor die hele wéreld in
dieselfde juk trek. (Art. 27, 38}

Oral geld dus die snverbld-
delilte werordening  wvan  dle
nuwwe verbond dat ons  ona
nangte, vriend of vyand, moet
liefhé soos onssell: dat oma in
ollta rrenz Jeans Christus most
gien. wie en wat die mens ook
al mag wees: en veral dat oms
daarom elke mens moet behan-
del szof Jesus =elf one toe-
spresk deur sy teenwoordig-
heid

it = dle verordening wat
ook vir ong bMndend ir as ons
wil atnan in die gelofte van ons
vadere dw.a. wat eok ons eal
moet hevestig as denrdie ge-
lofte nog ons erna is,

TWEEDE VRAAG: WAT
BETEKEN DIE QODRWINNING?

{2 Wat beteken dit  dan
dat Gnd aan ons voorouers dig
aorwinning by Bleedrivier ge-
skenk het, en hoe kah 008 4Aon0
daardie oorwinning desl hE?
Charl Celliera aelf het dit ed
gestel L dat dle eer van God
dasrdenr verheerllk sal word,
dat aan Hom die voem en dig
eer wan diz oorwinning gegaee
moet  word,”  (Preller, dow
2517, Celliers s& nie allecn dat
die roem e=n die eer van die
oorwinning ann God gegee sou
word nie, manr dat dle eer van
od daardeur verhesrlik moet
word dat aan Hom die soem
en die eer van die sorwinding
gegee word. Volgena die woor-
de wvem ons gelofte moet ons
nie alleen ann Goxd die ser van
dle sorwinning gee nie.  0RS
maet dit ook op die regie ma-
nier aan die Here gee.

Om die roem van die oor-
winming aan diec Here fe gee s,
menslik sesproke, moeilik  ges
noer, THe nelgine iz steeds
daar om te =i dat die Here "n
mens . zehelp” het, dat Hy ieds
toegevoer het tot 'n mens se
vermunf. av nlanne help  wer-
wesenlih hets of aelfs om e =3
dat dic _holp van dic Were®
die verdienste van "n mens of
van =7 planne hevva, Maar om
die roem van o oorwinnine asan
di= Here te mee hetelen nm vir
'n mens Feen verdienste. niks,
wir wn 'nooeorwinnine op e eia
nie, Mim hier fo roem in e
dapnerheid. minvrueticheid,
vpravernnf,  heripselyaatheld,
vl ametronheld ed m, van on=
vanreadore 2 om _al memen.
il dwaas™ te word. (77 Hor.
12%,

Ar 'nomena hier wil roem
maoet dit in ons awalthede weas,
in die onverenateliicheid en
verwernlibheld van one en ons
vaders, In T Hor, 12 lees ons
hoe anfe Poulos die Here ameal
m hom te vwerlne van 'm
Aoring in die vlees". , Hier-
anr'’, b hw, Jhet ek die Here
driemaal gebid, dat (die doi-
well van my moct wyk, En (die

Here) het vir my geal: My ge-
nade is vir jou Fenoeg, want
My krag word in swakheid vol-
bring. Baie liewer sal ek dus
in my swakhede roem aodat die
krag wvan Christus in my kan
woon. .. want as ek swak is,
dam ie ek aterk™. (IT Kor, 12:7-
107,

A dit moellik is om aan dia
Here die roem van die sorwin-
ning te gee, dan 12 dit nog veel
moeiliker om ann  Hom  die
roem op Bb "o manier te gee dat
Sy eer daardeur verheerlik
word. Tmmers, hierdis Genade
van God word in ure van be-
noudheid van Hom afgebid, en
die geroep .uit dieptes van el-
lende” is alleen dan geocorloof
en minvel as "n mens ook op
die regte manler bid, Vel
Matt. & : 7. 3} Eereg moet 'n
mens ‘o oorwinning oor jou-
aelf in 'n gehedstrsd hehanl;
anders s dit sodslestelik om
to gf dat die cer van God daar-
deae verheerlik sou word dat
toevnllig eon mens of volk die
porwinnte oor "noander in "o
wireldse stryd behzal, God het
‘v hehae, nie In brandaffers
pie, maar in ‘'n reln herk, en
drerem, owat sal dit 'n meons
hoat as v dle hele wéreld oor-
win, en ekade Ted aan sy alel®™
(Wark & : 7% Ag'n mena dus
deel wil b asn dis oorwinning
wen ome voorouerg by Bloed-
pivier, moet hy eera deel hé
g dle oorwinning von die ge-
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voeor mense. Dit KAN dwaas
voor God wees om daaraan vas
te hou en daarin te roem asof
dit iets besonders is, wat God
self fiie pers van ons sou kon
cis nie.

ONVOIORWAARDELIRE
OORGAWE AAN GO

Om deel te neem aam die
(relofte wan ong vooromers en
Hhulle™ oorwinning te gedenk
heteken dus dat ons ons violkoe-
me moet norges aan die Here,
en dat ons =elfs nie ons eie per-
soonlike ideale. selfs nie ons
vinrthestaan of die  voorthe-
ataan vam on= volk van die al-
taar mag weerhon nie, Teenoor
daardie menm=e wat wanrsk dat
nns e wonrd van God hier nie
nl te ernstie moet neem mie
omdat die  Christendom  sal
verdwyn ss Christens holle he-
wipan op die spel stel, moet ons
washon apn die woord dat God
=01f sy kerk in stand sal hou.

Ok vir ons rg mense moed
die lewe Christus wees, en die
ctopws wins, (Fil, 1 ¢« 21 En
dit elles terwille wan die Evan-
golic, want dle Here sluit sy
vermening dat ons ons kruis
moet opneetn ey Hom volg s6
af: Want elkeen wat Hom
ehaam wir My en My woorde
In hierdie corspelige en aondige
wealag, vir Hom sal dle Seun
vop dlle wonz Tlom ook ekrom
wanneer hy kom in dle heer-

tevwipes oor-hiwllessdi _in__die
strvd wat voor God in die ge-
bed mevner word.

Wat sn'n oorwinning oor M
mens self in die gebed beteken,
vortal Jesns wir ons. JWie ng-
ter my aan wil kom, moet hom-
gelf werlofn en sy krols ops
neem en My wolg. Want elk-
een wat sy siel wil red, sal dit
varloor: marpr alkeen wmt ey
siel om My ontwil en om die
cyrmpelie ontwil  verloor,  hy
sal dit red " (Mark, 2 : 34, 367,
Jepus #% hier dat "'n oorwin-
ning in die gebedstryd woor
fiod alleen dasaein kam 18 dat
'n mens hisrdie stryd voor God
verloor. Dit is nie maklik nie.
Om sanm met Prulus fe asn-
vaer &n God drarvoor te dank
dat By Genade vir ons genoes
iz, heteken tog om aan onssclf
te sterwe, Dt iz mocllil ge-
noeg wanneer ons God om 'n
guns smeek en Hy in Bv Al-
wrvee Haad dit van ons weer-
hon, Miskien is dit nog 'n
hietile morililker wabnesrT NS
gebed verhoor word en ons dan
noe in =tilte desrann  moet
yasho, dat Tod =¢ Genade wir
s genees 13, Omeindiz moed-
Tiker ia dit agter wannesr Cord
wan onE ris dat oond ons sicle
moet werlnnr sodat At toe wit-
piadelily mered lkan word, Tk
wert Bie oo omy hierdie woanr-
de smders 1o verstoan mic ps
dat God ven ans ole dat one ool
oma ideale. dnardie dinge wrot
vie ong mond e edel is on Bt
kners en risting nan das he-
sliaf @ee. on dir altanr most
16 terwilla van die Fyvangelic
i, On¥ hier jei God ons waer
ans e wdl owers fle. Patros
cenmanl  andervind
toe Gind hom in "o droom bee
vee] hot om die Cheste™ fragdie
fire won 5y volk te veroptso-
sonm om peam met ombesnede
menee anp Fafel e maan et
terwille wan die Fvasngelis,
fHandel. 1ev. Om =0 dasrs
die karakter van 'n mens pryvs
te pee wet deur jou volk ge-
rrya word mag dwans wees

wings it

Hkheid vnn sy Vader...”
(Mark. B : 38), Ons moet le-
wende metuice van God in hicr-
die land wees: ook dit 1= Inge-
sluit tn die verbomd wan Charl
COelliers, al keskasm dic woord
ook ons volk op die weE wat
dne wil inslaan. Alleen as ons
ook dit wil doen, zal die Celof-
te van Charl Celliers ons erns
W,

NMERDE VEAAG: WIE HET
DEEL AAN DIE GELOTTE?

31 Miskien moet ong nog
*n veaag asn ons eell gtel yoor
ad om ves te siel of hierdie
gelofte now ons erns is. Wie is
diegent wnt asn die verbomd
wan ons voorowere deel het?
Colliers =elf hel gesé dat die
400 wmanme wnt vobr die slag
van Bloedrivier spam was aan
Jhufie klndere srm st om deel
te hé non die gelofte tob "n ge-
dagtenia ool wir oms opkhomen-
de meslogte” (Preller, topt.
Hau Ait betelen dat alleen die
kinders en  kindekinders wam
dAaardie 400 menne desl sou b
aun dis melafte on die verhond
me=t Aiee Here?® Dok ong vandn
hipr Pirekase 13 dol dsarop
dat pm= it aie of veratean nie:
min van ons mense hier n die
o=-Kanp ig direkls afstamme-
linee wvan die 400,

1M ed mmioel dit ook wees
Mire Wet weglen hoe in die O
Tratament 'n verbond met die
Here gk stecds Inoeeslolt het
At Fumilirs on sinmmea en vol-
Tree woor Tl beloaf  hel  am
hraeders en hloodweramnbe b
wirrd, God aelf gken wir hulle 'n
anwe toestend van Jyrede” op
reand van Sy verordeninme om
dit mesentlik te maalk, Maar ons
bt ood mesien hoe Tarael hier-
die verhond steeds interprebeer
het ms ieks wat hulle as | stoeme
gennte e die vlees™ bo andere
volka en nasies pestel het: en
nn% het gegien hoedat die Here
in die nowe wverbond hierdle

Varvalg op Ble, 7
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+DIE TYD IS NIE RYP NIE”

Die spreke van dis Christen moet steeds 'n verantwoorde
ef 'n verantwoordellke wees. Ook die vrang hos, wanneer en of
daar hoegenaamd gespreek moet word, veral oor omstreds salos
en in tye van emosionele hoogspanning, verdien die ernstige
en biddende corweging van elke Christen. Salomo herinner ona
In gy batoog cor die bepaalde uur daarasn dat daar 'n fyd is
om te swyg en ‘n tyd om te spreek”. En onse Here Jesus self
ag dit nodig om sekere dinge van sy dissipels te weerhon omdat
hulle op daardie tydstip dit mie kon dra nie (Joh. 16 : 12) en
Hy gee verder 'n duldelike voorbeeld van swye op die regte tyd
a2 Hy voor Pilatus weier om te antwoord op die valas beskuldi-
gings teen Hom ingebring (Matth, 27 : 14). Daardeur het Hy
ons geleer dat die motief vir ons stilswye sowel ag ons spreke
altyd moet wees die bevordering van Cods ser en koninkryk
en die bevestiging van die waarheid van Gods Woord. Nooit
het Christus gespreek of geswyg ter wille van eie ser of voor-
deel nie. As die Christen se stilswye dus vercorsaak word
deur vrees vir aantasting van sy populariteit of prestige of die
benadeling van eie posisie en voorregte, beteken dit dat sodanige
Christen besig is om sy profetiess getuienis te verloor of te
verlokn, en vertraag hy sodoende die deurwerking van die waar-
held ne die wiéreld. Dan word die verweer dat die tyd nle ryp
iz nie, 'n ontduiking van oms hoogste verantwoordelitheid om
te getuig in ooresnstemming met Gods wil.

Die bealissing om te spreek of te awyg mag dus nle afhanklik
gestel word van dle vraag of sodanige getulenis ,suksesvol”
gal wees of nie, of dit aanvaar word of nie. Selfs al sou ons as
Christene snder nie meer kan ocoriuig nie, word ons steeds
geroepe om te getuig. As sanvaarding deur die menigte die
maatstaf moet wees vir ong getuienis, dan moes die profete
van ouds nooit gespreek het nie, dan wat die tyd totaal onryp
vir Paulus om teen bedrieging en vervolging in te getuig van
stad tot stad. Die toets vir dle Christen in baide spreke en swye
is dus altyd of dit 'n opdrag ven God ls, of dit gaan om die ser
van God en die nitbreiding van sy koninkryk, en of die gpreke die
waarheid van Gods Woord vertolk en bevestig. Waar dit die
gmil;endhnpdngmﬁuﬂhurﬂyﬂmhnmmuipﬂﬂ
mu;ﬁk.humwmmmgﬂmmhupwmr
af dat sy woord en getuienis misverstasm, verdraai of verwater
word,

Watter geweldige verantwoordelikheid ros daar op elka
Christen, en by name op elke Evangeliedienaar, om in hierdie
jaar steeds eerllk en cotmoedig maar onverskrokle die wolle
waarheid van Cods verloesende Woord te laat spresk — Ongeag
dhgﬂnlge—enmmpnuupl!laimnﬂhmmt

Editorial
ECUMENICAL MEETINGS IN AFRICA

The important role which ihe Church of Christ, under
God's guidance, iz going to play in the future of Eh:lu't.iar_dt}r'
in Africa, is illustrated by the increasing namber of ecumenieal
gatherings now taking place on our continent. When this issue
of our paper appears the All-Africa Christian Youth Assemhbly
in Nairobi (Der. 28th—Jan. Tth) as well as the Confersnce on
Christian BEducation in a changing Africa (Dec. 28th—Jan.
10th) in Salisbury, 5.R., will have been held. A third gathering
of wital importance will be the All-African Church Conference
0 be held in Kampala, Uganda from the 20th—30th April 1063,
All these conferences, as well as subsequent omes, are the
irrefutable proof that the leadership is deeply conscious of
the fact that such united consultation, study, planning, prayer
and action is the only way of making an effective impact on
Anti-Christian forees in Afriea.

It is with deep regret that we note that not all churches
— especially those from the Afrikasne side in Bouth Africa —
are retively participating in this forward movement of the
church in Africa. May we express the sincere hope thet it will
atill be possible to draw into these discussions all the churches
of Reformed Lradition, even if this only means their represen-
tation through a number of observers. For it is becoming in-
creasingly clear that no church which keeps aloof or refua:ﬂ
te participate in such encounters ¢an hope to increase its
evengellzing infleence and its missionary jmpact. In a world
which moves to & universal degtiny every Christian must realise
that the strength of a church does not lie in gplritual isolatiom
but in Christinn participation,

At the same time the churchea and organizations involved
should realise that their is no reason for selfcomplacency in
reckoning that the presence of a few church leaders will fulfill
the needs of the day. Muoch more iz required: to drive home

MEDITATION

THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRINT

THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

BE WITH YOU ALL
BEVELATION 23 - 41

Familiar words., Words with a homely
riny for Christians. Words used more
ofter than any others by _the Chris-
Iian minister. Words with the Bible closes.

Familiar — [ut their very familiarity
may belp to hide their true meaning. We
can only grasp the full and rich significance
of the grace of Christ when we think of
the varied meanings of the word “grace’.
Ms primary meaning ‘— often fordotten,
but very important — comes both from
Athens and TJerusalem, from both Greek
and Hebrew thought. % means beauty,
beauty in its basic essence, that is. har-
mony. Tn Jesus Christ two elements are
Blended in barmony, such harmowy as is
not to be found elsewhere, the elements of
tenderness and fiery anger, deep compas-
sion for buman misery and burning in-
dignation in the presence of hypocrisy and
fSICE.

The beauty of the Lord Tesus Christ
be with you all: the tear and the flame. The
tear of infinite sympathy for those who
need you, whoever they may be, The flame
of indignation wherever you find injustice
and oppression, either in church or com-
munity. May the tear never be dried and
the flame never be ertinguished.

The second meaning of the word
“grace” is the more familiar one: the un-
merited favour of God, that free gift of
Gods love whic'h he gave us through Tesus
Christ, s incredible, miraculous mercy
Iuo us all. Therefore the grace, the unmerited
favour, the divine mercy of our Lord Tesus
Christ be with you all, Neper, never forget
that through all the passing mirutes you
live only because God is merciful, only
becanse God pours out his boly forgiveness
on you, on me, sinful, all too imperfect
beings

God gives us bis  grace, his  mercy.
Therefore may that grace and mercy mark
all our dealings to others. The governor
of a large prison bas banging in bis study
these words on a beautiful piece

polished woods “Every man is fighting
a hard battle, therefore be mercifz’” You
who live by the mercy of God, be merci-
ful to otbers. Err on the side of magnani-
mity. Let your mind cherish no dark sus-
picions. Hold every man imnocent until be
is proved guilty. And when be is proved
guilty, have mercy. May the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ come to olbers through

ol
’ And also “grace” has the meaning of
strength. We who live by Christ's grace
are by it made stromg to travel as pilgrims
together, as crusading and loyal brothers
in the Church of God. May his strength
be with you all in moments of deep sorrow
when you stumble through the valley of
thick gloom, strength to put steel into your
hope that there will be a dawwing, a
brightness beyond the darkness, a joy that
comes with morming. When the last mea-
sure of strength — your sirength — is
drained away and exhausted, may the
grace of our LCord Jesus Christ be with you
all to help you keep on keeping on.

But you will need this dracious sirenglh
most of all in your times of prosperity and
joy, that you become not forgetful, you
will need it above all in times of triumph
and success to keep you from pride and
conceit, to keep you bumble, You will
need it too to help you do little things as
though they were dreat, so that, as Pascal
said, you wmay come to do great things
as though they were little, through the
abundant grace of owr Lord Jesus Christ.

Tn 1963, for nryself and for all mmnfde:
on life's pilgrimade in the dreal companion-
ship of the Church militant 1 offer this
prayer **The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with us all.”

to every Christian in every congregation and parigh the real
meaning and importance of these encounters. Where churches
fail to achieve this, the message of Christ for His church will
be logt. In this sense the most important and lasting valoe of
guch meetings lies In the mapner in which their meaning is
carried over to the local church,

May God use these conferences to enrich His church with
a wider vision, a desper sense of misslon and a greater willing-
ness to serve the needs of all the peoples of Africal

Die Christen se 'verhundfny

®* Fervolg van bladsy 1

gregasie so0 reageer. Hul aan-
vaar bloot passief die onver-
mydelike. Masr dis 'n soort
reaksie wat ong oral op aarde
t.ov. haie verskillende spesi-
fieke wveranderinge teenkom
onder bale groepe of individuoe,

Maas hierdie houding kry
ons ‘n ander een wat ons kan
aandui as 'n positiewe aan-
vaarding. Die term klink
mooler ng die houding wat dit
sandul, Dit is die houding van
hulle wat verandering verwel-
kom == 'n Zeleentheld om :!E
belang te bevorder. Daar 15
miljoene sulke menss in Afrl-
ks en In elke deal van die wi-
rold. Versndering word Thier
verwelkom vir wat jy as in-
dividu daarait vir juu!.;lf ]-:;n

ay dit dan op sosiale, ko=
migm of politicke gebied.
it is hoofsaaklik 'n selfsug-
tige reaksie,

Dasrtesnoor stasn dle hou-
ding teencor verandering wat
one ook as pogitiews aamrnars
ding kan aandni maar waar-

deir verandering verwelkom
word as 'n peleentheid vir die
verwesenliking van 'm voller
en meer bevredigende Jewe vir
die mensheid.

IME ROEFING VAN DIE
GELOWIGE

Dit s byna onnodig om te
sk dat hierdie laasie reaksie die
voar die hand liggende wir die
Christen is. Hy is gewillix om
veranderinge te Inigleer om
hervormings te ondérstewn
wat die bande van honger en
armoede verbreek en peregiiy-
heid en vryheld

Hy is bewus daarvan dat
die grwes van God vir die
diens wvan die kw=sd asnge-
wend kan word masr hy s
ook steeds bewus daarvan dat
hierdie wévcld Gods wireld ls.
Die gelowles het 'n lewende
roeping t.o.or, die lewe von die
gemeenskap in al sy fasette.
Hy merg hispdle taak en roe-
ping nia ontduik nie, Die hou-
ding wvan die Christen moet
gteeds die wees vam 'n posi-

DR. DAI EITAGAWA AND
MR. FRED VAN WYK
VISIT CEYLON

pommunal
terminated with a consulta-
tion with the M.C.C. om No-
vember 3rd and an important
geminar, under the Chairman-
ship of the Hom. Mr. T. B.
Fernando, on November 11th
when Dr, Kitagawa and Mr.
Fred van Wyk of the Bouth
African Institute of Race Re-
lations led our thinking on the
naturs, cause and cure

tiewe manr ondersheidende
deelname gebaace: op mesge-
voel vir gy medercns en ‘i on-
wrikbare vertroue in die lef-
devolle wrysheid van God. Ook
baovw, die Stast het die Eerk
hier "n duldelike roeping o
plig wat hy nie mag cntdail
of wat hom nie ontsé mag
word nie.



Pro Veritate

CHURCH UNION THROUGH EVANGELISM

It is at thiz point thai I would call the members of this
Assembly to examine our molives in promoting wnion with
other churches and societies. We have heard much of the
scandal of our divislons; but if our purpose in joining with
other churches is only to give us greater sirength, then we
are guilty of a most vulgar form of spiritual body-bullding.

Omn the other hand, if we are
prepared to use our God-given
powers of creation and orga-
nisation in the service of the
establishiment of the kingdom,
of Giod, let ug be united with
ather Christians in this great
task.

If we feel and beliewe that
union with other churches ia
right in the EVEs af Gmﬂ, let
us proy that God will help us
to use our powers of judgment
aright. If we feel that the love
of God In us goes unreguited
because af the limited sphere
within which we serve, let us
nioi hold our hands in dizsmay,
but let that love of God lwe-
come i driving power, sending
ws ot to serve and =acrifice
or=elves for the heloved clild-
ren of God. Let onr wilness he
the unified message of the
Word of Goad to peaple =itting
in darkness and =in.

At this Assembly much will
be heard of Adams United
Thealogical College nt Love-
dale, The eollege i3 being bailt
on the slopes of Bandile's Kop,
Riging ahowve the crest of the
hill i= & biue stone memorial to
Dy, Jammes Btewart, companion
to Dr, David Livingstene dur-
ing his Zambesi journeys, Tr,
dtewart’a grave is below the
memorial, and the wording on
the grave reminds the reader
that in 1877 he took him four
men o eskablish @ mission in
Nyaszealand in memory of Dir.
Livingstone. One of the men
wad Willlam Koyl, husband of
the daunghter if the Rey, Timie-
thy wvan Rooyen, one of our
Coloured ministers of Phillip-
tom., T have often wondered
abont the preice she pald so
that her husband could preach
the gospel of Jesuz Christ in
Centrnl Africa. The amazing
diseovery of that mission info
the interior wae that the four
evangeliate found that certain
tribes tn Wyassaland could un-
derstand the Xhosa langunge
of the Eastern Cape. The dis-
covery gave them a polnl of
unity whick became an instrig-
ment in the preaching of the
goapel,

Freedom can create a glo-
rious atmosphere in which men
and women éan decide §n fol-
1o Christ, But it must be con-
teolled by unity, which in turn
in motivated by the love of
Cod.

2, Eguality in Stewardship
(a% Eseape from Eguality

I have dwelt mther longer
than T should have on the point
of the inter-relation of free-
dom 2nd wnity in Christlan
thinking and action. Boi ihe
palttern hos been selb for our
Lhoughts on equality or parity,
as  corisin peaple prefor to
ferm it

Ever ginee cerlain citizens
if the Cape reacted wiolently
tn the Idea of equallty over a
century apa, and |:l:'--:‘:'.l:le'.|i Ehear
worldly  goods on ox-wngons
ind headed northwards, equa-
lity has been an unmentionahle
atuhject, The ery of "geon ge-
I¥kheid” etill resounds among
the “hopples” of the interior,
What makes it bard for na

Christlan to come bo s sodnd
judgment in thia matier is the
level of the platform from
which one politieian erles for
parity on one side, and the
height of the “koppie” [Fom
which another politician de-
clnims “mo eguality” on the
other side.

What | cannot understand
ia why so many of o= think
that we are the only people in
the world who have to Tace this
problem of eguality. The news-
papers have recenily indicated
that the problem is able 1o
take guite violent form in the
siithern states of Novt Ame-
rica. Huol long before Litile
Rock heeame an a8y news
item, there was a coste slrogs-
fe in India, one sroup would
not lel their girls marey into
anather social group in China,
and eerinin Australinns were
fuzsy mhouat the criminal re-
cords of the ancestors of their
future in-laws.

(b} An ancient, yel moderm,
problem

The subject of cquality is
by no meane 8 new debating
pirint, mor can it elaim to be
exclusbvely local, The ancient
Greeks spent many houre ar-
giting about the destinetion he-
tween  Uarithmetic®  egquality
and “geometrie”  equality. 1
regret that T eanmot give you
the answer! The whole argu-
ment was academic, because
the Greck state depended on
the slaves or helots for their
exiatence.

For the Jewes equality was
a religious problem. For them
superiority lay in the fact that
they had been chosen by God
for a q[hﬂl;in.l task in life If
they were superior. othars
were inferior and there could
he mo eqguality.

For many centuries the
Christinnity of Europe was
rnuite happy in continuing o
live within the traditions hand-
ed on from Creek culture and
from Jewlzh beliefe. Tt was the
Prime Minister of England,
Mr, Ewurt Gladstons, who said
that the lswe of ecquality barl
made practically ao impact an
the politieal syatem of iz
country, England loved her
arislesrals, Sinee his day Eu-
rope hne survived twe Lrodio
wara ag a resalt of which meny
deeply-rocted idess have been
eradicated from popular thind-
ing, Thus when the Britialb: La-
beur party was foaking for o
tithe for its policy =tatemsnt in
18976, it choee the words To-
verds BEaguallty™. The partw
had been in power for fiee
reals. ALl the seomlist hene
s had been motlded By fhe
rezpongibilitios  of mael]
theie pofitical ifeaa had Lieen
s ta the test, Butb they were
nob satlafied with lowlar
fovndations of the welfare
gtate that Pritein has beeome.
They zaw their future tesk ns
the pehievement of squality. 5o
the preblom of cquslity or in-
egquality is both antient ond
TrCEEn,
ie) Inequalities fixed bWy pre-

Judice

It i= when pesple thonshi-

nfFies

lessly  mssocisie cerfain  in-
equalities  with  particular
groupings of citbzens that oar

way of life has fo be looked
at again,

I heard recently of an inte-
resting comment made in the
country of Liberla. Thia in-
dependency  was  established
on the coast of West Afriea
ao  that Amerwan Negroes
could return to Africs to n
Flon of thelr own. It wae to be
the solution to all the embar-
TRSSINE rnm-]:!rﬂh]lelﬂﬂ af the
gouthern siates of North Ane-
riea. For many vears Lthe Aome-
rican diplomat in Liberia wms
always a MNegro  American,
Then it was decided, for no
particular reason, to send @
white-ghinned Ametionn Lo ke
diptomat im Likeria “Ah™ sid
eertain Liberipms.  "ab  inst
Amerien is trentoag ug with
equelity, She iz sending us one
cf her own men, ool one of
the men ghe regivds sg wales
or'., There iz pomething ra-
ther sad In that comment, be-
behind it les an un-
Reccasary sense of inferos ity

CIEIER

Er ¥ el

Wil dodr i O i i

Thiz I8 the Iatter pest of
an addreza chelivered ag the
1962 Assermbly of the Congre-
gational Union of South Afri-
e hy the Chairman, Fev. G,
Owen Lloyd,

Al i

it A A A A A

(d) God is the Joedge of
Equality

It b= at thiz polnt whers
prejudics turns lnward, that it
becomes necessary to pass on
the reminder that all propo-
nents of equality still have to
ask the question: "Tn whose
gsight ere we going to he
eq_uﬂl?" Laogically, the l:'i|1.laﬂ
cannoct  judge one  another
There muat be Bomeons supe-
ripr, somesne aStronger, Some-
one more sompetent, sormeons
with greater good, who can de-
clare the achievement of edqila-
lity. Thiz is where religioh en-
ters into the picture and we
Christions say that we believe
in God, the Eternal Jodge,
whoze will is declored m the
Bikle and who revesled Him-
well prd hia wava, o mankind
in Jesuz Christ of Nazareth.

There are some wim will
sy that the question of chooa-
ing hetweaen equality and ine-
cimallly 1# evaded by hriaging
el inta the plocture. Ea what
pre Ehe alternatives? FPither
vou  believe that life iz a
matter of chance in which the
Iucky perssn gaing power pnid
forces hie will on his fellow
men, oF you lgnore the patent
farets of [ife thal men ave mot
cqu:ﬂ_ and you foree them h_].'
education and law into a pre-
determined mould.

The Christian view of life
wrnmliswﬂ dif e remces l'n S
cinl pe=itinm, in power and in
capacity. Tt necepis these dif-
ferencea ag o condition which
has been estal:dished by the in-
acrufahle will of God, Bat it
dises nod stop there, TTnder the
gidanee of the I'I-ur_r F:ir'irit T
the same God, § sefs ahond
the task of changing these con-
ditinma by re-buildineg  perso-
nalities into a fuller Hife amd
by developing a mulual sense
il |'|h‘|'ig|,|ﬁm1 hefwern nrig’]‘l-
hmrs.

The wery first gtory of the
Bible, the story of Adam and

Eve deals with the problem of
equality of knowledge. One of
the purposes of the story was
to show that man had no right
to the omniscience of God
Adum and Eve were expressly
told mot to eat of the tree of
knowledge. They disobeyed and
man's thirst for knowledge has
never been quenched, Man
tried to make himself egual to
God in Enowledge and learned
very early that he had to ac-
cept the fact that there would
always be a person who would
know more, of know bethber,
and that in the end knowledge
in a pevelation from God. Man
learned to accept one of the
firgt inequalitles of life. That
gense of inegquality has created
magnificent unlversities, has
brought into being wvast edu-
eational systems and  has
spawned millions of booke
Man has aceepted his birth as
an ignorant babe, but has not
been eatisfied with his igno-
rant state, particularly in those
countries where Chelstlanity
hag heen glven a chance to
teach a better way of life.

The problem of the inegua-
tity of knowledge is but one
ingtanes of the fact that we
have to aceept certain forms
of inequality as the mormal
eondition of life, but that we
ean o something about it as
Chrisbian:.

(et Bguality of Stewardship

There is however, one cgu-
ality that the Christian ealls
for and that is the sqoality of
stewardship — the equal right
of all to have the opportunity
to serve God under & personal
covennnt of service.

The modern makerinlisl
aeeks hia equality in the free-
dom to liwve as he chooses, But
this very freedom containg the
explogive elements of conflict
that will level down the heights
af achievement and leadership,
There iz a tragic inappropria-
teness in the shallow insisten-
ce on eqoallty. when what ls
required is devoted lendership.
Ome cannot help feeling that
there i aomething inconsistent
in the strident demand that
cveryone must count for one,
and nobody for more than one.
Catch-penny phrases like “One
man. ong vobe™ become mean-
inglese when they are consi-
dered in the light of the realis
ties of inequality. A newspa-
per sub-pditor pecently worked
out a political equation which
reads: “One man plas one vobs
eouals one party”. What starts
as equality enda with ineguea-
lity. Surely it would be more
zensible $o aecept  imeguality
and work under the goidnnee
of God towards the cquality
that He wil grent in His good
timne.

Thar is the message of the
parable of the Labourers in the
Vinevard. The story  econ-
f#ing o pertinent  admixture
of  equalities and inequalities
that anmey some and plenss
aothers. Ap auch it i n
very  teee  pleture  of  life.
The promise of eqgual wages
wnas misinberpreted as inequa-
lity, The eauality of {ime ser-
ved hronght forth en enual
wage becnuse of the foctor of
genernsity and EHndnese.

The trmportant thing to re-
member chout the parable iz
thet it iz not only a pleture
of life. Tt is mlsn a picture of
God, TT we are interested in
God, the parable makes pense,
If we are only interested in
wages and matters of egueality
and ineguality, we shall never
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UNITY, EQUALITY AND STRENGTH

be satisfied. Buot if we accepl
God as Master, these things
have a way of working them-
selves ont.

The genios of Christianity
Ties in the directlon of creating
equalities inm an  atmosphere
where the Inequalities of life
are aceepled as necessary for
the momeni, but changenble
under the poidance of God. EL
is co-nperation with the gui-
danece of God that is the key to
the whole position.

3, The Excellence of Christian

Laowve

We have seen so far how
freedom becomes unrenl unless
it iz controlled by unity, IL has
alan been argued that equality
is meaninglegs if there ig no
recognised standard of judg-
ment. That leaves ug with the
question of what standard of
judgment we have to apply to
our lives,

(a3 Deplerable modern
atandards

Ome of the features of mo-
dern life is mass-commanics-
tion im which the radio, films
and the press play prominent

parts, Many of the tl:la!l'll‘_l'l'lﬂt"l:'&-‘

of these instrumemts of popu-
lar thinking say openly that it
is their task to find out what
the public wants and then to
gell it to them. As a resolt our
Sunday papers publish trivia-
litiea, the most popular films
pre banal im the extreme and
the radin serves fo provide
hackground music in many a
household, The ultimate result
of thia attitnde is that the po-
lticinn hecomes n party stos.
ga, the artlst sn overdraft-
eonecious showman, the four-
nalist a nosey Parker and the
popular preacher & ealesman
of seesnd-hand thoughte.

On the one hand, the adver-
tislng sgencies can be blamed
for reducing oor standards of
excellence to the lowest com-
mon deneminator of effortless e
acceptance. Only rarely does
one hear of a publisher refus-
ing an advertisement hecsuse
of some fault in the commodity
to he advertised. It was mout
refroshing to read this year of
a popular magazine that is re-
fuging tn accept any more ad-
vertizsements for tobaccoe be-
cpuse of the association of to.
baces smoking with lung ean-
CET.

But one cannot Lleme the
media of communicstion only
for the lack of oxcellense in
our  standards of jadzment
There is a fundamental homan
laginess that prefers pictures
too words, that peads eomiace
steips rather than editerials,
that chonses the film helorc
the nowvel, that cover: ap in-
denuate sherbculs with the
word “efficloney™ and in the
end has ac time for God, the
Creator of toe universe,

(b1 The more excellent winy

Chelatianity presents to ol
{ he=e “the more exerllent way™
described by Paul. For him
the more excellend way war the
wav of self-zrerificial love, Tn
a warld that acreplted slavery
he nreached freedom to serve
Thrist within the kinzdom of
God, Tn a society of ineguadi-
thes, he proclmimed equealiis
within the chareh of Christ.

If he, the greatest of ntl
miesinnaries, were to  travel
round the world in a jet air-
liner today, he would still re-
cognlse the Hebrew insight in-

¢ Cons, on page 5
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Pro Veruate

RAN EN REALITEIT

Prof. Dr. ]. C. G. Kotzé

Om in 'n gevaarlike en moeilike wéreld te lewe soos dié
van ons dag, vereis nugtere besinning oor realiteite en heldere
perspektiewe in verhoudinge. Om dit te doen moet mens eie tyd
en era ken, aanvaar en bewerk. En een van die realiteite van ons
era, waarmee almal, maar dikwels op heel verskillende wyse, besig
is, is die verhouding van rassegroepe. Geen land ontkom vandag
hieraan nie — en oral is dit van die viterste belang en dikwels

selfs cevaarlik.

As byvoorbeeld die Amerikaanse
president duisende soldate teen mil-
joene dollar koste gebruik om een mo-
gerstudent, James Meredith, in {ila
Miss, Universiteit Missippippi te inte-
greer; of ag op “Thanksgiving Day"™ op
'n voethalveld van Washingion D.C.
pamerika "n verbitterde goven twescs
groepe van blankes en negers uilbrect
gy Iaat as in die jaar 1962; of as 'n
ewart kondukteur sy een oog verloor
op 'n lnaste busreis in die nag deur dln
misdadige sanval van 'n groep Engels:
gounsg lags week in Londen; of as {een
alle verwagting in op 14 Desember die
politieke situnsle in Suid-Rhodesig so
totaal verskuiwe vanwed rasscO0rwe-
ginge dan Is dit alles aanduidings wat-
ter beheersende rol  rassessngeleent-
hede vandag in die wireld speel. Hier
ig 'n realiteit wat niemand kan ont-
vlug nie, en wat selfs bale gevaarlik
kan word,

WAAROM 80 AKTUEELT

Onwlillekeurig ontstann die vraag
wanarom juis hierdie saak vandag &o
emosichelaai em aktueel geword het?
Dan wil dit voorkem of die kleurfana-
tigme van die twintlgsete eeu deur vier
uitstaande faktore beheers word.

Voor alles is dit "n witers effek-
tiewe middel vir kommunistiese pro-
paganda teenoor die weste, veral soos
dit sy stenn in die Verenlgde Volke
vind, Ook speel die skuldige gewete
uit die dae van slawerny en kolonisme
‘n verlammende ahdikerende rol in q[e
woste. Daarby kom dat onder die mie-
hlanke miljoene van die wéreld daar 'n
onpeiwenaarde selfontdekking en e
waardering juis deur Westerse invloe-
de en arbeid ontstaan het, wat dw
vorm van 'n bruisende, m'l.gt:uluIlﬂin:-tt,II t:.-
vIroE gestalte aangeneem het.
En :H“l’ﬁ die hans onbetevelde eise
van hierdie nasionalisme, met die
gmartlike vrugte wat dit elders reeds
afgewerp het, kom nog 'n laaste faktor
wat die razseaangeleenthede so span-
ning=vol maak; die vrees in die ge-
moed van blankes veral op Afrikaanse
bodem. Hulle sien in keur "n bedrei-
ging wat nie gering geshat kan wionrd
nile.

Juls al hierdie faktore maak dit
uwiters moeilll om kalm en nugter te
dink en te handel in 'm vrasgstuk
vop aulke wireldformaat. Die versoe-
king iz dan altyd groot om rondom
hierdie onsangename reslitelt neuro-
ties-ontvlugtend op te tree, Dan begin
ong met illuste spekuleer, wat die
kwaad nle bemesster nle maar ver-
Adrinz. En soos in die geval van die
enkeling slaag ons aie om dit te ont-
viug nie, maar maak dit erger.

Wat 1z 'n illusie? Volgens J. H. van
Dale iz dit 'n droombeeld of inbeelding,
waarvah jv meen det dit ann die werk-
likheld beantwoord, terwyl dit nie die
geval is nie — dit is inteendeel 'n ont-
vingting van die werklikheid Of dit
kan ook ‘n verwagting wees, wal ons
grang verwesenlik sou elen, maar wat
nie verwesenlik kan word nie, omdat
dit mie met die werkllkheid rekening
hou nie. Rondom die huidige rasse-
problesm vind ons dergelike illnaise al-
kant wan die kleurlyn wat die siak
uiters gevaarlik maak.

KEENMEREENDE VOORBEELDE.

Daar is die illusie van dle goeie
ou tvd, toe die verhouding tussen bans
en kneg =0 rustiy en mool was One
dink aan dle vriendekap van die goeie
bang en getroue kneg, en verlang dat
die vreedsume verhouding nog mag be-

stann Don veroardeel ons die huidige
te bewerkatellig met die geleerde en op-
tosstand as ontaarding, omdat ona dit
moeillk vind om ‘n regte verhouding
gevoeds aokomeling van ou booi. Hy
wil nie meer doar by die middeldeur
op die grond by die hulsgodsdiens kom
sit nie, Hy het nou | beveeterd” geraak.
Hier is 'n illusie wat misluk om met
realiteite van die twintigste cou ta re-
ken., Dit laat my dink aan twee pe-
beure uit my eie lewe, Mear ns vyflig
janr gelede het ek en Willem Koetat my
kleurling-mast op die plaas so lekker
gespeel, Hoe werskillend die  ander
prentjie! Te "Yale" Universiteit kom
besoek "'n fyn geleerde student my uit
Ghana, reeds sy B.D. agter die naam,
toe op weg met 'n beurs na Bonn in
Duitsland, vir ay doktorsgrand in teo-
logie. Kyk hoe werskillend die twee
realitelte in een lewe., Wie na die oua
hunker omdat hy die nowe realiteit
nie kan aanvaar en hanteer nle, leaf
in "'n gevaarlike illusie.

~EEN MAN EEN STEM"

So is daar die illusie wat vandag
in naam van gelykheid (equality) al-
lerlel else gtel, wal net cenvoudig met
die realiteit van dis lesra nie reken nie.
Ons kom later doarop terug — genoeg
om hier te ef, dat die nowe gelyk-
heidsfilosofie gelumdesr is, nie in die
akrif nie, maar in die humanisticse
dealisme, So word die oorspronklike
begrip eenheid verander in dié van
eendersheid. Waar in dic cerste geval
ruimte gelaat word wir die realiteit
van groot verskille en ryke verskeiden-
heid in die mmenslike geslag, wil die
tweede begrip, in teenstelling met alle
realiteit, die wershkille uitwis en sells
aitken. Dat kan in nanm wvan gelyk-
heid eniglets gedis word, sonder die
ontwikkelde vermoi om daarvoor ver-
antwoordellkheld te asnvaar. TNt is ap
higrdie illusie wat die kreel vwan: een
man een stem ruzs. En Afrike ook die
Yercnigde Volkere, het al getoon dat
hier 'n Hlusie is met noodlottige gevol-
o, Soo8 hewvoorbeeld |De Telegraaf™
in Nederland skrywe in verband met
die jammerlike toestand in die Kongo:
Met dat al is Kongo, dat veel te vroeg
de onafhanklikheld verkreer,  waar-
virr hiet mog lang niet ryp 18, een heel
ongelukklg land.” Maar luister mens
na V.V.0. en na so bale in oorsese lan-
de, word dif altyd gedis: Nou! CGeen
uwitetel mie?! Die tvd is kort! Dit olles
ras op ‘noillusie; die miekeaning van
die feit dat mense en volke slega ge-
leidelik tot normale volwassenheld kan
hom, en dat die wanrheid van gelyk-
haid die werklikheld wvan allerlei vers
akllle nie ontken nic.

(O rasseterrein i= daar ook ‘n an-
der illusie wat noodloftig werk. So ge-
maklik dink ons dat ons ons medemens
(in die geval die nie-banke) alles me-
gee het wal die Christelike naastever-
houdinge verels wanneer ons aan hom
geld en goed, ook geestelike moed, ge-
gee het, Dit i moontlik om dit slles (e
doen en tog jouself aan die naaste e
onthouw. Dt is "n versoeking in Suid-
Afrika, Niemand kan ontken nie dat die
hlanke vir die nie-blanke hier stoeds
omtsaglik veel probeer doen, en tog kan
ona hele benadering van Hantoetiuistes
en differenzinzie net maar 'n vorm hly
van am onsself aan  die  nie-blanke
naaste te onthouw. Maar dit geskiced
probecr ons die probleem oplos, son-
der die wese daarvan aan le raak. Dan
speel ons met 'm gevaarlike llusle.

Dok is daar oorses die siening oor
Buid-Afrika wat geen hart vir die 3-
miljoen blankes het nie, omdat hulle

ag blote kolomiste beskou word. Hulle
kan en behoort enige dag te wvertrek
huistoe! So vra lemand in Amerika my:
SWanneer vertrek julle blankes uit
Buid-Afrika " My antwoord was ‘n
leenvrang: En wenneer meen u om
om ult die Verenlgde State te ver-
trek ™ Hier is dic kennelike illusie dat
die Btate vanwed sy groot blanke ge-
talle geen kolenie meer iz nie, maar
Buld-Afrika wel, In kringe waar so ge-
dink word — en daar is baie van hulle
— mils mense aok weer die vermod om
met realiteite te reken. Dnarom het die
blanke wir hulle in Suid-Afriks geen
retekenie nie.

LBLANKE SUID-AFRIKA"

Daarteenoor moet ook weer die
blanke In Suid-Afrika teen 'n ander
vlug van die werklikheid waak, Dit is
s0 heel algemesn om one mense teo
hoor spreak van Jblanke Suid-Afrika®.
Goed en wel s ons daarmee bedoel om
die ,blanke deel” ven die inwoners van
Suid-Afriks aan te dul. Maar dit word
n illusie en daarmes 'n vlug wvan die
werklikheid as ona met , blanke Suid-
Afrika™ wil vooratel dat daar nie ook
miljoene nie-blanke inwoners van Suld-
Afrika is wat netzoveel annaprask op
hierdie land het as hulle geboorietulste
nie. Dit is met hierdie llusie in die
gemoed dat ons dan geregverdig voel
om 0or mense se toelkoms te bealult in
plazs van met hulle. Mou hiermee hang
gaam 'n ander gevaarlike illusie, naam-
lik, dat Bantoetuiste die volle oplossing
van one rassevrangstuk is, 30 gemalklik
kan ons dit sien as 'n towerspreuk,
wat die volle antwoord bewvat. DHt s
'n witers gevaarlike onrealistiese gees-
tegpeateldheid. Selfe al slaag ons om
die plan volmaak wit te werk, laat dif
idie land nog met dicselfde klear situa-
v, alleen dan met minder drelging
van getalle. Wie dos meen om in Ban-
toetuistes die ontviugting te vind van
n besliasing oor kleur verhoudings.
eoek toeviug in "n witers onbetroubare
illusie, Ook Suld-Afrika kan die reali-
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mank hoe diep hierdie hele saak dle
mens in sy hart gryp. Wat meer is —
ong het hier met "n realiteit te doen
wat dikwelz a0 moeilik en pynlik is,
dat mense die werklikheld loslaat en in
illusies vlug. Dit ia noodlottig, 5o word
die saak nie opgelos nie, maar afge-
ekuiwe, uitgeste]l en gevaarliker ge-
maak.

DIE DHONKER OO OP
SUID-AFRIKA.

One bewering dat mense so dikwels
misluk om oor rassesangeleenthede
nugter te dink, word corvicedig ge-
staafl deur wat "n Buid-Afrikaner oor-
geg tekom. Tensy mens al die dinge
maar objektief neem as studiegeleent-
hede, ig dit gewis geen gemaklike saak
om alles te verteer nle, Maar jy kan
nie alles objektief neem nie. Soms
maak sstrante onware aantygings jou
kwand; dan weer pynig ware aanklagte
jou hart. Alles saam geneem is dle on-
dervinding epgter uiters verryvkend en
dwing dit jou om jou perspektlewe
weer méeer sekuur en fyn in te stel.

Az daar vandag 'n land op sarde i,
wat met 'n donker oog gesien word
dan is dit Suid-Afrika. En as mens dan
die unitsprake ontleed, bemerk jy pas
met hoeveel inbeeldinge en wanbegrig:-
pe menge op die rasseterrein spebulecr.
Hierdie ondervinding het ook dié voor-
deel om jouself bewus te maak hoe
groot die verseeking is om ln hierdie
wireld-probleem inbeeldinge en teorieé
te huldig, wat aan dic waarheld en
werklikheid nie beantwoord nie,

HOE MENSE OOR
SUID-AFRIKA DINK.

O die leser enigsins 'n ides te gee
hoe mense oor Suid-Afrika dink, sal
dit beste wees om hulle in "a paar
verteenwodsrdigende groepe te werdeel,
Deur lektuur, persoonlike gesprekke,
diskussiegroepe cn viae en aanvalle na
lesings het ons alle moontlike insigte
in oorsese gedagtegang probeer bakom.
Sover het ons veral in  drie lande,
Amerika, Engeland en Holland, die
gulde peleentheid gehad om sulke ge-
gewens vas te stel

DME ONEUNIDIGES.
Daar iz die astrante onkundige, wat
nog van die Suid-Afrikaanse pituusic
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tiet nie ontvlug nie; hierdie een roep
om ‘n nuwe beslisslng aangaande kleur
as sodanig.

NESEGREGRASIE NOG NIE
INTEGRASIE.

Nog "n illusie wat my op die gebied
norsee getrel het, is die idee dat de-
segregasie nosdwendig integrasie he-
teken, Mense kan saamgepers word, en
tog peen integrazie bevorder word nie.
Integrasie efs 'n affinifeit van gees, en
tenay dié dear ontwikheling, oortui-
ging, opvoeding en Christellke gesind-
hede wverwesenlit word, kan van inbe-
gragie geen sproke wiees nie. In lande
et desegregasde word die Teli telkens
weer bewys Legalisties kanm dit hier
links of rers fie gedoen word nie. DHe
ataat kan hoortens orderedinel wver-
aeker, Tt iz die tank van die Christe-
lilke Kerk om menslike verhoudinge e
bevorder.

Danrom fiis 8 dit 'n verdere lusle
ag 'n volk dink Jdat die owerheid alleen
die rassevrangstulk kan oplos, Dit kan
nie! Amerika se jongste optree in dié
varband is "n sterk bewys dat dit nie
kan mie. In 'm volgende skeywe =al
ons meer daarvon vertel., Nee, hier is
"'n vraagetuk wot o die hart van die
volls 82 lewe en bestaan raak, dak die
hele nasle daarin opgevoed moet word.
En moenie dink dat die wolk ae ver-
antwoordellkheld in die verband by die
astembuna afgehandel word nie. Dit gasn
hier om wverhoudinge en gesindhede
— daarsonder is alle pogings illuaies!

Genoeg is gest om ons bewus te

nog van die wese van die probleem
iets begryp. So het 'n Amerikaanes do-
mines eendag aan tafel my spysverte-
ring byna geheal verateur met dis ver-
wytende vrang: , Mear waarom Rerslen
ci beskand julle nile die mense nie,
dan hoef julle mos geen integrusic te
vrees nie?" Trovens vir hierdie groep
iz die blankee in Buid-Afrika niks meer
dan blote verdrokkers van dle nie-
blanke nie; niks meer dan kleurfana-
tieke, wie se lot deur 'n komends re-
volusie gasn beslis word,

DIE SENTIMENTELES.

Mou werwant aan die groep is dice
menss mel 'n sentimentele kleurfana-
tisme. Mense met "n donker wel is wir
hulle meestal martelare van wit do-
minaale en moet teen enige koste ha-
vry word. By hulle kleaf daar 'n sisk-
like gentimentaiteit teenoor "n donker
vel, In enige samekoma is hille optres
teenoor die nie-blanke dan ook =0 be-
skermend en patroniserend dat  die
selfstandige nie-blanke daaraan walg,
en daarin juis die openbaring sien dat
hulle as nie-blankes nog nie die status
van volwaardige burgers toegehken
word nie.

DIE VYANDIGES,

Ook asn naakte bitlere vyande ont-
bresk dit hier nie, veral studente tel
onder hierdle groep. Ook studente nit
Afrika (en daar is baie van hulle) tel
onder dié groep. Dit het my egter
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getref dat laasgenoemdes in die verste
verte nie so ‘n verdoomende gees hel
ag die blanke studente en die Ameri-
knanse negers nle. Vir hierdie men-
e gaan dit net om één ding, soos hulle
dit noem, die witsluiting wan oppor-
tunities” bloot op grond van kleur, En
wat van alles wat one vir die nie-blan-
ke, ineluitende skole en universiteite
vir hulself, doen? Vir dié groep is dit
*n tevergeelse vraag; solank ander uni-
versiteite, werkgeleenthede en  die
glembus vir monse op grond van kleur
geweier word. Die Huid-Afrikaanse be-
nadering van differensiasie en paril-
lele ontwikkeling is vir hulle net nog
die beatendiging van kleur-diskrimina-
gle en gevolglik verdoemlik.

Dit ia wit hierdie groep wat ‘n ne-
geratudent my gedurende veaetyd, ek
kan amper s¢, toegesnou het: (wduille
ig niks anders a8 'n klomp Nuzis nie!”
Om die kennelike spanning te bresk
het ek tot vermask van die gehoor ge-
antwoord: ,MNee, my vriend, want dan
gal daar nie mense oorgebly het met
win ong 'n rasseproblecm kon gehad
het nie

DE YRIENDE.

Maar Suid-Afrika het ook sy groot
vriendekring. Onder hierdie groep tel
veral hulle wat sowel van Afrika as
wan die wesenlike probleem kennls dra,
Ek was gelukkig om 'n groot anntal
van hierdle persone te ontmoet, Hulle
besaf dat Suid-Afrika geen kolomie is
nie en dat sy eintlike probleem 8003
etlike van hulle dit uitgedruk het. in
wit probleem” is. Hier is vir hulle
'n paar miljoen Wit Afrikane”, wal
geen ander tuiste het nie, Hierdie ken-
ners ag die huldige krest van ecn
man een stem” dan ook belaglik en in
strvd met alle realiteit.

Pro Veritate

Maar ook onder hulle, van wie et-
like reeds herhaalde male Afrika en
Subd-Afrika hessek het, kom ons nie-
mand vind, om dic minste te b, wat
aanvaar dat ons inderdapd hesig is om
die kleurkwessie op te los, Wanl selfs
al som ens redenecr, veral die persene
uit Amerika, van dic Bantustans enig-
gins 'm sukses maalk, het ona daarmes
in die lig van die Kuba-krisis ons gren-
e nie heveilis nie, en  die  eintlike
kleur-probleem in Suid-Afrika nog nie
besleg nie. Hoewel di¢ mense =0 van
ons verskil, erken huolle  die  uilers
mnellike karakier van ons probleem,
en by simpatick hoop dat "n oplossing
vir beide groepe in Swid-Afrika gevind
=al word.

DIE LES VIR DIE KERK.

Oennocg om e toon, encrsyds hoe
totanl alleen Suid-Afrika met sy be-
padering van die rasseprobleam staan,
anderayds hoe die wéreld dearbuite in-
{ens hesig ia met hom, Die tefale in-
druk, wnarmee mena terighesr, he dat
dic twintigete eeu ‘n kleurstryd ken
goog die 18de en 1Bde eeue "n klasse-
stryvd gehad het.

En as dasr iets hieruit te leer is
dan maet die kerk van Christos hieroit
Jeer dat by in danrdie dag goed pro-
beer doen het, sonder om die regte
ding te doen. Eers het die kerk afsydig
gestaan, ondanks die amarte van die
vordrokie klasse, Toe het dit hegin
filantroplese pogings asnwend, sonder
pm tot die werlel van die kevaad deur te
ateek. Dt het berus in toestande, son-
der om profeties reg en geregligheid
te preek, Dit Iz juis hier, wat "n Kagl
Marx die hef uit die hand kon neem
het, en vir die verdroktes gedien het,
wat die kerk versuim het. Dit is 'n
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les van die geskiedenis, wal ons nie
durf veronlagsiam nie,

0N GROOT BEHDEFTE,

It ons hier met 'n prokleem te
doen het, wat byne npas die ateombom
die kenmerkende probleem  ven  die
twintigete geword het, is Beswaarlik
ta entken. Die ganse wireld ia daarmes
heslg, Dit word nog meer intens ge-
mank deur die verskrikontwankte Afrl-
ka. Hier vind mens 'n brandende na-
aionalisme, wat wel op menige punt ge
korrigeer moet word, maar wat nie-
mand hulle durf verwyt of ontsé nle
En die opslng en meag wat hierdie
wilde en onvolwasae nosionalisme deur
blote getalle in dic Verenigde Volke
verkry het, maak dit van wireldbelnng
en wireldgevasr, Tht twintigste eeu
gtel geen groter eise nie don dat hier-
die naalonalisme sa] annvaar, verstasn,
opgevoed on geled word, Masr watter
onteaglike probleme iz dnsrmes nie
pemoci nie, En vir geen volk mak dit
g0 Intens as juis vir Soid-Afrika nie.
Dt juia bring ray by die vraag, want-
om ek die lag op my hart voel ag asun
van mv geliefde land om oor dit alles
te shret? Dit ie gebore uit die oortui-
ging dat 'n owerheld alleen nooit so 'n
probleem ken oplos nie, Tronens die
owerheid i Repeerder, manr ook Ver-
teenwoordiger van die wolk, wat hom
danr pleas. My oortuiging is dat ona
hier almasl ganm moet werk, Hler moet
veel gehid, gedink en geleer word,

GEMEENSKAPLIKE BESINNING
VAN ANDERSDENKENDES,

Wat dan? Ek is hevrees dat ons po-
litiek-pevrienteerde toestand heswnar.
Tlik gelesntheid hied vir remeenskaplilie
besinning, Ons bly gedurig in kompe

opgesluil, en verstgan s hitler min
daarvan dat mense met verskillemde
nortuiginge tog as vriende en medewers
kers om ‘i opoadde lafel van gesprel ge-
pesnmentlik arbei. Meestal proat mense
in ons land met diezelfde oortfuiginge
sanm, en neem die gesprelike meer die
virm aan van ‘o voorafuilgemankie
stamdpunt wat bevestig of  verdedig
maet word. Wie danrmee vershil word
ercend geklassifiseer en klaar! Niks
kan meer noadlolilg wees nie, Daarom
pleit ek hier vir geaprelisgroepe van
metse wal mel meliaar vershil. Maar
at dit e doen is nedig dat ons mekaar
asnvaar, na mekaar luister en weet dat
die ander man se sortuiging vir hom
met =0 "n hellige snak is s wat myhe
vir my is. Ons veer niks oit met me-
kaar te beveg nie, Ons het mekaar te
nodig. In so 'm steyvd kan dit alte ge-
maklik gebeur dat onz handel  soos
swak voeibalspelers; hulle speel nle die
bal nie maar mekaar. Bk pleil vir ware
gpesprekermoepe van menze wat  met
mekaar verskil, So alleen kan ons hicr-
die gemeenskaplike neod en taak dien.

Waar meng eerlik i met feite, opreg
in jou beskening en lojaal aan jou
vilk, het ek in die afgelope maande ge-
gien, gann die mecs onverwagbe deyre
oap. Ik het gevind dat dit werk om
iou teenstanders te ontmoet met die
volgende inleiding: 1 refuse to be
fleored, hecanse 1 fight nobody; I
refuse to bo despised, because I am
loyal to my countey; I refose to ho
denizd, becauss, aa T eee it, T am faith-
ful to truth.”

Ok in Buid-Afrika kan hierdie ge-
gindheld deure oopgooi en  botzende
groeepe srambring,

Daarvoor pleit ek hier!

e
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THE CHURCH IN AFRICA

LITURGIESE ORDE VAN
EREDIENS IN NED. GEREF.
KERK DEUR ALGEMENE
SINODE VASGESTEL.

Sedert die Raad wvan die
Kerke enige jare gelede sekere
aanbevelings toyv, die liture-
giese orde van ons eredienste
woor die slnodes geld hel, 18
uiteenlopende besluite genesm
#n het daar verwarring in bale
gemeentes onlstaan. it het
daarop neergekom dat baie ge-
meentes en predikante eenvou-
dig elkeen hulle eie lturgiese
oride gevolg het.

Mou het die Algemene Sino-
de die liturglese orde vir die
hele kerl vaagestel en ons vers
trou dat dit deur al die kerk-
rade en predikante gevolg sal
word. Ons gee hieronder die
arde vir die Oggenddiens so08
deur die Sinode bepanl:

1. Votum.

2. Refngroet,

3. Lofsang.

4, Leging wan die  Wel.
{Bang: Ces 50 wva 11h
Gepaate tekse soos by, 1
Joh. 1 : 87 Eseg. 36 : 26
en ¥7: Rom, B @ L

5. Geloofshelydenis (mag
deur die gemeente hard-

op gest word].

6. Sang: Ges, 52 va. 11,

7, Bkriflesing.

&, Cobed.

0, Bang.

10, FPreek,

11. Gebed (met of sonder die
Onse Vader .

12, Kollekte [(koor),

13, Sloteang.

14, Beitn,

Die orde ¥an die aanddiens
iz dieselfde bhehalee dat die
Wet en bolvdenis na eie heuse
gelees of gelaat kan word.

Dit ia tog noodsasklik dat
lidmate wot dlenste in verskil-

lende gemerntes moet bywoon
nle deur willekeurige afwy-
king wan die liturgieae orde
vorwar of  selfe  ontstig  sal
word nie,

JDie Voorligher'',
Dips. 1662,

IS CANADA BECOMING A
CATHOLIC COUNTRY
TNITED CHURCH OF
CANADA

The Tnited Chureh of Ca-
nada’s (reneral Couneil, highost
eourl of the denomination, held
itg 20th hiennial mesting dur-
ing nine mid-Beptember days in
London, Ont. Mearly S coms
missioners — obont equally
divided between ministers and
laymen—attended.

After the opening com-
munion service Hugh A Me-
Leod, the retiring  moderator,
gave pn addrese which waa &
mnsterly record of his stewnrd-
ship and a shrewd appraisal of
the stnte of both elarch and
pation, On the latter subject
he rooked hiz  listeners  and
eened a wide seriea of press,
radin and TV acesiints.  The
retiring moderator pointed out
that the 1061 decennial cen-
pue showed that the Roman
Catholic Church increased ks
membership 37 per cent in Ca-
nada in the past ten years
while the Canndian population
inereaged only 30 per cent, the
TTnited Chureh 27 per cont and
the Amglican Church 17 per
cant, MeLeod declared that the
repart foreshadows the Jday
when Canada will he a Cathos
lic-domipated country, and
that such & development,
mnster-minded by a monolithie
church, would be a threat to

liberty,

CONFERENCE ON
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
IN A CHANGING AFRECA

Tram Lhe 2070 Decermlbser,
1962 to the 10th Jenusty, 1963
the all Afriea Churches Con-
ferance has enlled & Conferens
ee on Chriatian Edusation in A
Changing Afriea, st the Uni-
vergity  College,  Balisbury,
sonthern Rhodesin.

Im the history of educalion
in Afrika the Phelpe-Stokes
Commissions of 1020-25 mar-
legd the end of the pioneering
epoch of the Missions and the
heginning of planned  coope-
ration between  Church  and
Biate. The Cambridge Confe-
rence of 1852 on Education in
what wag etill British Colonial
Africa was the firal atage in n
new appraieal. The Churches
were not a0 preminent o8 in
10925, but there wae an unders
lying assumptinn  that the
basis of the eduention being
planned woe religious and that
the Churches, a2 Voluntary
Agencies, still had a major
part to  play in eooperation
with Coveramenta,

In 1961, » Conlerence on
education in Afrlea was enlled
by Trnesco in Addis Abaka, The
reaulting Addis Ababa plan has
begiin  to  revolutionise  the
pattern of education in Afrien.
The fundamental tenets of the
Addis Ababp Conference sug-
megt that the purpose of eduea-
tinm ns training for a foll life
is to enjoy an adequate share
in the material benefita of o
competent Lechnologienl slate
gtruclure, with emphssis  on
“material” rather than “spi-
ritual”,

Therefore the Churches in
Afrien nre now fnoing new and
farsreaching questions, What
Christian insights sre  avnils
able in planming this edueatio-

nal swvstem for n Welfare
State? What is the spevific
gontribution  the Churches

ghould now make?

These questions will be
fully diseussed at thia Confe-
rofce on Christian Education.
Ahouwt ome hupdead and twenty
persong, including members of
the Christian Clurches en-
poged in education in Afries,
members  of  Mission Boards
apd  Foundations, and educa-
tionsl experts, will meet. In
order to prepare for the Con-
ference, a Planning Committes
has been set up under  the
ehairmanship of Dr. Donald
M Timbkule, the Secretary of
the Provisional Committee of
the Atl Afelea Chorchea Confe-
Tenes,

The Confercnce will diseuss
hath the policy of Christian
Educztion and  the practicsl
gieps Lo be taken by the Churs
ches, over the mnext ten to
twonty wenrs, in their contri-
butlen to the edussationnl de-
velopment of the newly inde-
pendent countries of Afriea.

(Prarver Ceaflet, ANl Africa
O Conference).

Reformed Meeting in Nigeria

The World Allinnee of Fo-
formed Churches' executive
committes held its first meet-
Ing on African soll Aug. 26-30.
The meeting, at Thaden in Ni-
geria, followed o consultation
on the mizeion of the chureh
in west Africa attended by reps
resentatives of Presbyterian
and Reformed chorchea from
all over the eontinent,

The Christian Century
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ME KERK TN AFRIKA
MEV. I. DE BRRULIN
RAPMORTEER:

ng ie dankbaar dat ons die
geleenthetd pehad het om die
inwyding mes e waak v 'n
nuwe kerk, As ons sien hos
bale kerke doaar elke maand in
cns lnmd in pehruik gensem
word, iz dit niks besonders nie.
Tis waar, maar log lx daar by
Lierdic kerk 'm paar aspekte
wit die inwyding wel tot "n be-
pondere  geleentheid gemaak
het, In die cerste plek gaan
dit om '‘n kerk wat v unleke
plek inneem in die MNederduits

Hervormde Kerle wan Afrika.
Trie Nederlands-sprekende gos
meenie wan hlerdie kerk het
nou hnelle gie kerkgebon in ge-
bruik gencem, Hulle het lank
gestikkel met hulle wergnder-
plekle, maar nou is hulle in
die hesit vom "n oele, hesonder
rmocie kerkgebow, Dt tweeds
besomderheid van hierdie kerk-
gebou s, dat dit gebou ia deur
die wakmanne onder die lid-
mate met hulp van die nie-
vakmanne, wat opgetree het as
houthalkkers en  waterdeacrs,
Niks a= [of wir die progtige
giuk vakmanskap wat holle ge-
lewar het. Dis beslis die moei-
te werd om 'n bescek te bring
asn dle gebow en op Bondag-
mire om 10 uur 'n diens mee
te maak. Dic gebou 16 asn
Etonweg 4 in Parkiown - Jo-
hennesburg. en leraar ig daz J.
I. G. Knotinerius,

Daar iz vrae oor die be-
etasnares vh so'n kerk. Hoe-
kom sluit die ldmate nie asn
by 'n  Afrikasne-sprekends
kerk nic. In die eerste plek is
dasr hrie Hollonders wat maar
tyvdelile in BSoid-Afrika blv, wat
hulle nie permonent kom ves-
tig nie. Don 1z danr mense wat
many swok berkpopneers is en
hulle glad nie tuis worl in die
kerk niea Toz het hulle soms
die bewirfie om 'n dirna mes
te monl, maar bom nie sover
dat hille nn "n Afrikasnee kerk
goan nfe. Parte w1 hulle snu
maontlih asnaluit by die Ene
velze kerke, wanr hulle mia-
Fem onle nip en toisvoel nie,
Ve NWederlandg-anrekends go-
raonte g9 dug die moeste i
die Moll-nders  wat von  die
kerk vervrerm ig, aontrek Hinl-
lz ia d=mn in die remernakan op-
ganeemm, terwwl hulle  anders
mialien in die srootstad =sou
wvorloor gerank het.

Om=s snl nie baie af por dle
inwvdingadiens salf, DNt was 'n
besonder indratawekhkende  1i-
turglese diens, wat deur nfge-
vanprdiges v-n rerekillendes En-
gelae en Afrikasanae kerke by
gewoon is, Bpesiale vermelding
verdien die nitatekende  pres-
tagic van die kerkkoor wat aan
die diens meegewerk het
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Christian Cilizens

* Cond, from page 1
the amenable, those we feel
passionately in love with and
those we feel neutral to. The
injunctions toe us in the Jo=
hanine writings to love are so
very basic to thie that we must
mention one or Dwo: —
"“This ie my commandment
that you love one another, even
aa I have loved you™; “He that
sa¥s he loves God and hates
hiz brother is a liar: for he
that loves not his brother
whom he has seen ennnot love
God Whom he has not seen”
It i= not for me to expand
the M.T. concept of “Love"”
(agape) as used in these quo-
tations and other parts. But I
do want to stress that Chris-
tian Love clearly involves car-
ing for the welfare and dig-
nity of all who are affected by
what we do or leave undone,
Thiz for us in South Africa
applies with greater relevance
to the groups in our population
who hive the ahility to  do
things, those who hove the vol-
ce the voite and privileges. Om
the nther hand, and this applies
to my people more, the light of
Christinn Love being shed upon
gueations of Christian Citizen-
ship or any group relationships
_ shows that as Christinns we
ranmnt write off, not  even
think of writing off, another
person, {mark you T zay peraon
frrespective of whother he i=
Chriatinm or notd, Hiz politics
and whole world-view may he
wrang, unaceeptable, or  even
dangerons but he is =till man,
and defaced thongh it may he
hevond recopnition, =t hears
the IMAGD DEL

* (Topd, frem pege 4
to the nature and purpose of
God. He would see the Greel
sense of reverent curiosity
ahout the universe at work In
the bepver-like repearch of cur
beat acientists. He would ap-
preciate the Fremch capaeity
for clear rug;h':ﬂ 1.hm.1ght. thiie
Cerman  enthosiasm for ==
~+ained industry. the British ex-
perlence of political wisdom,
the Riissian sense of commi-
nity and the American achisve-
ment in natiombood. What he
would say today of Indis and
China would probably not Jif-
fer much from what he wonld
have said in the first eenlary.
Faul would recognire that each
nation has made, and s msk-
ing, some contribution te life
on this earth and that in a
shrinking world we are all be-
J:nmi_ng mr_'m'|'.l|_=r5-: nne of  it-
ather,

‘e% Faith, hope and love

But what would he say of
AfricaT 1 helieve that he wonld
call om the 52 million Chris-
tinns in Africe to realise that
the time hasz arrived for ihem
to put  imte more  effective
practice the way of .Jesus
Chrisl, the more exeollent way
of love, He would remind them,
a5 he reminded the Christians
nf Covinth in his greal hymn
of love, that the dav of =elf-
display and self-importanse is
over: that eloouwence, God's
gift o the African, shoold be
inupired and disciplined hy the
spivit of Chreistian lowe:; tha
muinal kindness, which is such
a happy fenfare of bWtk Afri-
can community 1ife and Farn-
pean homestend  hospitality,
mu=t be motivated by unsel-
fish Tove rather then by irihal
lovalties,

He would speak of Caith,
hope and love, amid remimd us
all that the greatest exeellenes
of life iz atill to he found in
the Tove of God as revealed in
Jozp= Christ. o

‘Thiz love perapective, there-
fore, knowa not wvengeance, it
“Blesses those who curse’™ Bt T
does not condone evil, and
wrong and injustice; it fights
againgt them and eeeks to
destray them, but it forgives
their perpetratorse and sees
in them  hrothers.  This,
friends, ia what we should try
to live troe to; to hate ewil
and wrong and injustice done
agalnat uwa and those like ua,
bt not to hate those who do
it, inatead to love them and
forgive them, “Tave your eng-
miez; be good te them that
harm you.” It is not easie’

MOTIVES AND INTENTIONS

It i= right, I feel, that after
speaking about love and for-
giveness we should come to
motives and  intentiona in
public and private lives, T
MNiebuhr, the American theo-
loglan, has very sugcessfolly
pointed out the sublety of gin
and the devils’ wrays. He has
shown how self-interest, creep-
ing in  unconsclously, wvery
aften mars many a so-called
good work of our Cheistian
heroes and great men. In all
our endeavonrs in backing up
certain movements. yea, even
movements of reform to the
better, it is proper for Chris-
tian people to examine their
motives and  intontions, and
find out if they are alwava
contealled by commitment o
QGod's purpoae of lowe for all
men. This affects, if vou  do
not ses it, how you vote, for
whom, what parly wvou back
up and why?

“In publie life there are
available more elaborate ra-
tionallzations of pride and
sedf inferest and hostility,” An
examination of oor motives
and intentions will be backed
hy onr ovn understanding of
the universality and persisten-
ce of sin in homan 1ife, hring-
ing home o us the fruth that
no wholly good =ocial or poli-
tical cavse exists, For that
riason we shall never go indo
any socio-political cause with
the fanaticism of an idolator.

CHEISTIAN HOFE

When we have done every-
thing in our power and failed,
when darkness enenmpnescs

FPro Verttate

and we are frustrated, let usz
not forget that God still is
and His promises stand from
generatlon to  generation:
"Heaven and Earth shall pass
awny but my words shall
nEver pass away' or  Again
“Behold T wm with yon alwaya
even unto the end of the
world”. He is the good sheph-
erd even when we pass
through the wvalley of the
ghadow of death.

In the Book of Jeremiah
we find what is to me the
most telling teaching on Hope
inapite of odda and adwersity.
It is the parahle of the Field.
{Jeremiah 32 : 1—15).

Yes, whatever happena
gince God i3 God, fields “"Hou-
pes and vineyvards shall still be
bought in Iarael".

For right is right since
God iz God
And right the day muost
win
T doubt wonld be
dislovalfy
Tn falter would be ain.

But please note that Chris-
tinn Hope does not encourage
aloth and empty complaceney.
The Change we hope God will
bring about, He ecan  only
hring ahout with uwa working
ag Hie servants' soldiers.

Mow T wish I had the time
to draw out the relevance of
pll the foregoing to the Bouth
African situation but T eannol.
Also T wish T could go together
with wom through  the  appli-
citionz of thezs factors in the
statements on matters of
Church and Society of the
WO from Amsterdam to date.
Again time does not permit.

But, T will not have done
justice to my paper if I shall
not give you a few telling
quatationg from the latest of
these BStatementa. This ia the
statement of the WO Assem-
bly at Wew Dwelhi (1961} The
relevant section iz “On Ser-
vice™ the subject in Respon-
gible Society  dealing  with
Freadom Order and Power:
Here are the quotationg: —

1. “Reecognition of the
limitations under which Chris-
tiana muet live and work in
many nationz doss not mean
that one form of goveronment
tg as good as another, that
Christisng oan he indifferent
to the nature of political in-

0

stitutions. It is possible for
a Christlan to live (or die)
with imtegrity under any poli-
tical system; it is possible for
the Chureh to obey ite Lond
in all kinds of extermal ecir-
curmstances,”

2, "Lowe for the neighbour
must move Christians to use
whatever opportunities may
exist, too wark for politieal in-
atitutioms which encourage
participation by all citizens,
and which protect both the
person’s freedom of conacien-
ce and his fresdom to express
his eonvictions., Mo  present
difficulties justify Christlana
of Churches in acguiescing in
gither old or new formsa of
tyranny.”

3, “Christians ¢an  never
give the State their ultimate
Iowality, The Church must al-
ways 2e¢ both nation and state
under the judgement as well
as the mercy of God as known
in Christ. Churches must be
preparved for conflicts with the
atate in any nation and under
anv political svstem. They
ghould hope and pray  amd
work for a political sysbem
which, within its own atroc-
fure, expreases its recognition
that mam is not the creature
of the state, that the state i=

not the Lord of the cons-
cienee.”
A, “The Church  cannot

identify itself with any parti-
culay econamic, social ar -
litionl =vstem. Hawever, hoth
hecause of the opporfuniiies
afforded by political  action
for the improvement of con-
ditionsz and hecause of many
forms of evil and sufferimg
which resulta from the misuse
of paolitienl power the Chuoreh
ahonld encournge fhe indivi-
dual Chreisilan to he active in
the public life of his couniry.
Thiz iz a form of loving ser-
viee tn the neighbhour in =oli-
darity  with the life of the
mations="™

I leave it to you to apply
thege to the South African ai-
tuntion to  which you and 1
belong,

In concluzlon T must =ay
aomething about  how  this
Christian Cltizenship we dream
of ean come... because our
title zays “of the Future™,

THE ROLE OF THE (HRI=-
TIAN YOTUTH

The reaponsibility of bring-
ing about m change suffictent
enough to bridge the gulf be-
tween what T have said in this
paper and what exists in South
Afrien and the world to-day
ia laid up the attitudes of
Christian Youth, It is time
Christian Youth started to take
n  living Interest in  these
things, When I say “living” I
do not mean academic interest
where vou have us eoming to
expand to you what the Bible,
pociclogists or theologians say
about these things, but I do
mean an inlerest that is parti-
cipation in those ways and
means that are being tried to
bridge the gulf between what
we belleve and what we do.

What disturhs me iiboul our
Church Youth is that they are
an full of “pood Christian™
people, They are so placid and
peaceful that the youmg fel-
Tow B whom guestions of -
cial and political natore are
living haz no place in them.
The result i= that young per-
anng with independent thought
or opinion on these things. ..
those fellows we eall “angry
voung men or rebela” — have
tn lenve and find homes in
athestic or agnostic  groups
Thiz iz how Communists are
made. Besides “woe unbo us"™ if
the chamge we seek In our
Land and the Waorld i= going
to heought ahout by Non-
Christinn people. The danger
tg pur conmtry is not fhe Com-
mumists, or the Mationaliaf
Apitator he he Black or white.
The danser = the slathfuol,
complacent Christian  young
person, black and white, who
leaves o the Communist and
MWationalist Agitator the Chris-
tinn privilege of expressing
diasention.

Further, there is something
wrong somewhere  with  the
Church if, az I8 happening
among the non-whites to-day,
the more vociferonsly radical
and viclently objecting  find
no place in its organisations.
There is much greater danser
ta the Chureh if voices of die-
gention in regard to matters
of cltizenshin are heard outaide
and mot insble it

® Pereolg ron fledsy 2
verbinding van mens ¢n mens
in “n Jhulsgenootakap van die
geloof"” nie beperk fof één stam
of &én valk nle, Ook ong 1= dus
nieg verbonde apn ons vaders,
declgenote in die gelofte, om-
dat one hulle ,kinders of stam-
genote na die vlees" is nle.

THe nuwe Tsrael i= "o T=rael
na die Gees, on oms hloeds en
hodem-gomesnskap met Charl
Celliers en sy manne is nire
denrslarzewend vir ona deelhé
ann hulle zelofie nie. Bons ons
gesien het was ons vadere daar

hymekaar, nie ax Afrikamers
nie, mie @5 volksgenote nie,
manr a= sondaare watl o uit

oiieptes van ellende’™ God om
Goenade pesmesek het, "n (rena-
ile wat vir hulle repner misez
wees, Dal ons Afrikaners iz i=
jeta anhelonoriks en nie fer =1
ke nie ax dif =oaa om deelnome
nen daaridie relofle: Ons hel
fdanr desl aan, nie a= kulle kin-
ders nie. manr o= _kinders van
die helofte™ (Hom. 9 @ B), a=
lidmate van *n algemene on
Heilize Kerk, die gpemeenskap
van dlie heflizea, wat por alle
nasies en fale sirek, | SBoos dice
Here ook in Hosea sé: Ek aal
die wat mie my volk is nie, my
volk maem e in die plek waar
aan hulle gest is: Jolle is nie

e

my villk mie! — daar sal hulle
genoem word kinders van die
lewende God" (Rom. 9 @ 25,
263, Mie Christen sprekende ofF
Koaa 6f Fuolu mag  hierdie
gelafte en verhond nie witzes
eluit word omdal hulle nie ons
Letamgenote na die viees™ is
nie.

My broeders”, =& Jakohus,
LJulle geloof in onee Here Je-
gz Christus. , . moet nie wees
el asnneming van - persoomn
mie, . . het God mic die armes
van hierdie wéreld uitverkies
a3 rykea in die geloof en orf-
gename ven die Koninkryk wat
Hy beloof het aan die wat Hom
lief het nie®™' rJak. 2 1 1 eov),
Ae one hierdic mense uitshiit
het ans van die | Heilize God
van Hemel en Aarde’ *n volles-
god gemaak. en dap iz die ge-
Infte on die verhond van Charl
Celllere wir ons tot 'n oordes]
amdat ong Ldbe waarbeld wan
God werruil het vir die leuen
en die skepsel weresr en Fe-
dien Thet ha  die  Sleepper”
{Rom. 1 @ 25%. Manr dan het
ong die verbond ook gmmﬂf_r
verwerp en het oma geen deel
dearaan nie amdat ons voorge-
gee het dat ona wyvs is terwyl
ans dwans was o dle | hearlik-
heid wam  die onverganbklike
God™ te verander In die gelyk-

vormigheid van dic beeld van
'n verganklike mena” (Rom, 1
= 232, B3}

Alleen die gelowiges uit alle
tale en wolke dur het desl apn
hierdie verbond, , Want daar ia
gecn aanmeming van die per-
gnon by Grod nie ., omdat nio
die hoordera van die wet by
Giod regverdig is nle, maar die
daders™ {Rom. 2 1 11, 1373, Ook
one moet daarom Oppag, B0
Jogua gé dat die hoere en die
tellenaars ons hier nie woor-
gasm in die koninkryk van God
pihe. ¢ Blatt, 12 = 5

By elke Geloftedng kom ons
byeen om ‘nogelofie wal oms
voorsuers aan God afzels hel
te gedenl: en die vraag wat
oms ann ons self moet stel is:
s hierdie gelofle nog ons erma’T
T# onz hier hymekanr in die
vreugde voan "noLzroel oorwin-
ning oor donker Afrika™, wanr-
in ome ‘m voonrhesld ajen van
Lalie aarwinninegs van ons valk
op die ped van Suld-Afvika"?
OfF i ona hier hymekanr in die
wvrenwsde vin onz Aeesler, en
Sy aorwinming oor die doed ap
die wer denr Gethsemandé na
GolgonthaT Sock  oms  vandasg
daarna om deel te hé aan die
aterh, .notuncike bande van
hloed en hodem”™. wat . eeslas
aan  geslag verhind™  in 'n
Lalrrd wat gevoer sal word tot
om= sterf of sorwin he™T OF

ek one daarnn om deel te hé
pan die Misticke Ligoaam van
Jesusz, By onaterflike kerk, in"n
gtryd waarin ons alleen din
porwin as ong aagn ons =ell ge-
gterl het? Word ons vandag
pan 'n ooloviervke  verlede™
verhind danrin dat  ons  die
worontsheid en die heldhaftiz-
heid™ van ons  voeOrouers  in
herinnering mep? OF iz ons
danrin AAN ONE YOOTHIEFE VEr-
hind daf on= voor God erben
en hely en heirenr dat ons en
ong vadere saam voor God me-
sondiy het? Wanr 1é vir ons die
Jheilize prond” T Daar waar die
JHesk  meheentes™  wvan  ons
vonranpras ans raen it eraf-
te™ wanrnar ons die gras van
veprsowenaessindheld nie  wil
lant greal nieT OF by die Kruois
wanr alles wal ona  het,  G6s
sondea sawel ag dns ideale voor
God afoeld moet wordT

e te hipe om 'n mafofte
gtarnd te dAoen wWot voor die
Hedlioe ol van FHemel on Asr-
de =afeeld is. en ome  sal o0
hicedie wrae wonr Coad  wmost
antwoord ag herdis dag  vir
amE AT nme ernt i8 oen oons
wronrde wee vilal on sodslaster-
lit nie. Lant ong dan nie mem
nie, maar gasm met die ster-
wende Willem dle Bwyer veor
Ged Ineencink en om genade
hid: 0 Mad, ontferm w nor one
arme wolk! O God, wees hier-
die arme land barmharctig!™
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nnl hierdie vereenselwiging
misverataon en gekritisecr wal
word, moet ong verwag. Dit het
recds met die Meester en sy
volgelinge gebeur (Luk, 5 : 30;
15 : 1—2; Gal. 2 = 11—12).
Maar dle wasrheid van die
Skrif mag nooit deor die voor-
oordeel van dle sonde vernictig
word nie,

EETERENIE VAN VER-
EENSELWIGING

Dle gelowige moet dan al-
lereers met innige meegevoesl
die verlorenheid van mense ga-
deslann, ¢ geaindheid het die
warhouding wan die Meester
teenoor die wireld van sy tyd
gekenmerk (Matth. $ @ 36).
Soog Nefde vir dic wéreld Hom
na die aarde gebring het, (Joh.
3¢ 163, moet sy llefde in die
kerk uitgestort, ong dring om
na die wireld te gaan, Hlerdle
liefde ie geen hooghartige sim-
patie nle, maar "'n innige mee-
geveel, 'n eenwording in ons
menawees met die magteloos-
heid van die wéreld, met die
Ekape wat geen herder het
nle” [ Matth, B : 387,

Dt ie geen maklike taak om
die kruie ven die wéreld se
gonde wat die gelowlges moet
dra, elke dag op te neem nie,
MHe gelowlges moet dit dra nie
omdat hulle daarvoor verant-
woordelll iz mnie, of die straf
dagryoor maest ondergann nie,
maar ormdat hulle moet neer-
buig na ‘n verlore wireld en
in hul =clidariteit met die wé-
reld die antwoord op die ver-
lorenheid moet gee.

Sana die harmhartige Sa-
maritaan wat by die zewonde
neergekriel het om hom fe
help, knlel die kerk in grems-
lose meedod by die wireld om
die anlwonrd wat God ann liem

Pro Veritate

Os A VAN WYH

KERK en Wéreld

II. VEREENSELWIGING IN DIE PRAKTYK

In die vorige artikel het ons daarop gewys dat die probleem van gebroke kommunikasie

tussen die kerk en die nie-Christelike (en soms anti-Christelike) wiéreld grotendeels

antstanmn

het omdat diec kerk nie die skriftunrlike els gehoorsaam het om hom met die wéreld in sy
frusirasie te vercenselwig nie. Hierdie solidariteit beteken nie dat die kerk hom met die
aonde van die wereld vereenselwig nie, want hy moet homself rein bewaar in die wireld en in
die sondige wireld moet gelowiges as heiliges optree (Filip, 4 : 22): dit heteken ook mie dit
gelowigs 'n sosinle of antropologiese eenwording met die wireld soek mie. Dit is 'n gawe
van die self in die liefde van Christus aan 'n verloregaande wineld.

toevertrou het, aan die gewon-
de en sterwende wéreld fe gee.
Want die doel van Rierdie ver-
eonselwiging iz sltyd om die
redding in Christus mee te deel
— di¢ redding wat die ant-
woord op die gelowizge e pro-
hleem geword het, en wat hy
aan die ongelowige in die be-
sondere omstandighede waar-
onder hy verkeer, wil meedeel.

Daarorm moet ons mesr as
gorwinnaars wees, want ons
moet die genade van God In ons
gie lewe ontvang, en dan nog
ook genoeg om san ons mede-
mens uit te deel — 'n dubbele
desl wir 'n gemeenskaplike pro-
hleem,

EELFGENTETING OF SELF-
OPOFFERING?

Trie panname van Christus
in die geloof mag nie as 'n weg
tot eelfsugtize en gemalksugti-
ge genietinge van die heilswel-
dade beskon word mie, maar as
'n weg tot selfopoffering, Die
koringkorrel moet in die asrde
val &n aterf vonrdat dit vrugte
kan voortbring. Dic offer wab
die Christendom vra, is 'n of-
for wvam die hele wese, As

fermnand die antecord van God
in gy eie lewe gevind het, moet
hy die antwoord, nie van buite
nie, maar van binne hul eie si-
tuasie aan mense goe, Dt bete-
ken gewilligheld om werneder
te word, om selfverloéning te
ondergaan, sodat die geleent-
held geskep word om die sed-
ninge van dle hemel asn ander
te bring.

DIE TITDAGING TOT GRO-
TEER IDENTIFTEASTE

Ons sal baie nader aan die
witreld moet beweeg. Toe Pau-
lug gesd het:  Vie die awakkes
het ek soos 'm o awakke geword:
vir almal het ek alles geword
om in alle geval sommige te
red” — het hy nie daardeur be-
doel dat hy =aam met hulle ge-
sondig het, of ey Christelike
heginsels prysgegee het, of
hulle swakhede goedgepraat
het mie, maar dat hy hom met
hulle in hul aood en onmag
vereenselwig het, lange en by
hulle gaan etaan het, sodat hy
hulle ko help om Christus te
vind.

Hierdie identifikasie veron-
derstel konsultasie met die wi-

————

Sienswyse van Lesers

Geapgte Nedoksle,

Met belangstelling het ek die
artikels van ds. K, Orr gelees:
“The Duteh Reformed Chur-
ches, as they appear &0 a
friend”, waarin ¢k spealaal my
wil bepanl by &y kritiek op die
houding tussen die Afrikaanse
en Engelse kerke in ons land.
en det daar geen satewerking
beatman op algemeen Christeli-
ke webled, waar die gemeen-
skaplike belange op die spel
gtann nle. Dit iz seler betreu-
renewaardig, maar last ong ha-
gaan wat die oorsask i3 van die
gehrek apn samewerking.

Wyle ds. Louis Brandt van
die Hervormde Kerk in Johan-
neshyrg het altyd vir samewer-
king geywer, maar wasrdeur
het die verwwdering gelom?

Een van die coraake is wel
die Anglo-Boere-corlog en die
atrewe van Lord Milner om die
Afrikagnee wollk op skool- en
kerkgebied te verengels,

Ite houwding van die Engel-
ae kerke tecnoor die Afrikaan-
g was 'n gevoel van meerder-
wraardigheid : ons wil wel saome-
werl, maar den moet julle ma
one pype dans. 'n Bekende
Presbiteriaanse  predikant  in
Frotarin het 30 jasr gelede Lok
ay pameentclede gesd: . Julle
mest  noolt vergect, dat die
Afrikancrs in Tranevaal die
rtniste regte het en dat die En-
pelse cors pe die annekeasic 'n
vol van bhetekenis kon verval
nmie,”

Dit ia ool opwerklik dat
die Fngelze kerke, veral die
Aneglikasmse, in plane van die
Tewende Woord vap God as sie-
levepdpal top te dien, op die

kansel alleriei politieke lowes-
gles bespreek, en dat hul me-
ning pewoonlik in stryd is t_m!t
die politiek wan die regering
en van die meeste lede van die
Afrikaanze kerke,

Qs word deur Rev, Orr ook
enige besware teen samewer-
king genoem, wat al drie op
politieke terrein tuishoort, aoos
werkreservering, ropseklnssifl-
kngie en dle verplasing van die
Bantoes uit die Westelike Pro-
winsie.

Voorts kritizeer hy ddie si-
mewerking van wolk en kerk
Hy vergeet hierby dat in die
stryd, wat die Afrikeners ge-
voer het tof handhawing van
higl hostaan kerk en volk har-
telit gnpmyewerk het teen aan-
wvalle van Britse en lNberals
kant.

Aangaande die keitlek van
Rev. Orr omtrent die neiging
van wrenige Afrikasnse pre-
dikante om haae te spiel en die
vrees vunm die lidmate om hulle
predikant teen te =preclo: hier-
die hoeusd kom in alle kerkes
vanr, cn wnt die Waeelse ker-
ke botref, vernl in die Anzli-
keanee kerk. dus =al da. Ore
liewer v hand in cie hoezem
moet zteck. e A Kuyvper in
MWederland het moeds die vorige
eaw teen hieedle eowel te vels
de getrelk on wat hy noem
dominnliensie heatry.

Munr n termein,
P gamrevrerkine tu=asm
ATrikrense on Fagelze kerke
fite alleen wenelik nbe, maar
nondstaklik la, en dit is op die
terrein wvan evpngeliaasie,
waarhy polltiek witgesluil s

In Woord en Dasd van 19

Flase g

Oktober verakyn 'n artikel van
Ar. A. C. Barnard, Johonnes-
burg, oor dié onderwerp. Die
cvangelisnsickommizaie het oor
A begooke afgel? in Hillbrow
en ander woorstede van Johan-
rerburg, om afgedwaalde 1id-
mats van die Afrikaanee kerke
op te spoor en afgedwaalde en
hiitekerklike lidmate weer na
dle kerk te probeer terngbring.
Apn Qe #lot van sy artikel
ghrvt dr, Barmard: 'm Groot
aantal Engelae wal {s0ge-
nasmdt lede is van kerke of
aak wat sonder kerkverband g,
het die begeerte unitgespreek,
dat hulle graag met ‘n predi-
kant van ons kerk  wil
prant. Dit gebeur dan ook
haie  dikwels dat die  hele
greprek in Engels  gehou
moet word, omdat daar fa-
milielede of vwriemde i, wat
roen Afriknans verstaan nie.
Hier helt ons 'n ernstige pro-
hleem. Ons sal daaraan mock
dink o AF dAslk dienste in
Engzels te hou &f "n Engelse af-
deling van ons kerk in dle Je-
we te roep™,

Twr. Barnard behaort lklaar
bivklik asn die MNed. Geref,
Herk, Tntnasen het die Gere-
formeerde  Herk, Johanness
burg-Sentraal, wat sedert dle
tntstandboming 10 jaar gelede,
stopda ovangclisnsicwerk ag 'n
belanerike deel van sv arbeid
heakom het, hesluit om ‘n pre-
Aiknnl te keroen. nitslgitend
tor hearbeidine von die talrvke
Froelee hevolking in die mbd-
doptad, +n one bid en vertron,
dat die Here hier die Fegte par-
et &l Aasnwers, wat in skeat
ie om dis vertroue van die En-
gelan te wen. Hierdenr sal cok
die hand eon samewerking met

dir Engelae kerke versterk
wnrd
Winburg. W. Hovy.

reld, "n gedorige gesprek, hen-
nifz van die wéreld s hehoefies
en nood. DHe kerk moet deur
konsultagie die wireld so leer
ken dat die solidariteit tot red-
ding kan wees., As die kerk
slegs deur 'n greepie | Feroe-
pe” aendelinge die wéreld wil
bereik, kan hy die taak van
konsultasie asn die paar sen-
delinge sorlaat. Maar die kerk
word as kerk na die wéreld
gestour: dit ia die hele herk
wat hom met die wéreld moet
vereenselwis, Met elke deel van
ons ,wireld™ — blank en nie-
hlank, nor alle grense wal daar
bestaan, moet de kerk heen-
gapn om in diensvaardige lief-
de die antwonrd te hring.

Dit woard wir die kerk van-
dag al moeiliker om hierdie
konaultasie met die wéreld te
woer. Die redea wir hierdie toe-
atamd iz nle hisr ter sake nie:
die feit iz van die allergroot-
gte belang. Hoe kan die kerk
hom met die probleem van by,
die nis-hlanke versenzelwiy as
hy nie esrs weet wat die pro-
bleem ia mie, en geen kennis
dra van die diepste behoefles
e aspirnsies van die ale-blan-
ke nie?
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Grense sal en moet daar al-
tvd in die wéreld weeg; maar
die grense mag nooit verhinder
dat gelowiges in die intlemste
gamespreking en vereemselwi-
ging met mense aan die ander
kant wan die gremse in asn-
raking kom nie, Vir die sen-
ding- en evangelisasietask wan
die kerk is dit lewensbelang-
rile dat dear "n ontmoeting met
die wereld moet wees, want
geestellke isolagie is net so0 ge-
vaarlik en sondig soos geogra-
fHlege afaluiting van die wéreld,

Bonder konsultasie in dle
intlemste gin is daar geen ken-
nis en  geen  vercenselwiging
nie, en aonder vercenaclwizing
is daar geen sendingaksle en
dus reen gpehoorsanmbeid nan
die opdrag van Christus nie,
Die kerk =al moet streef om
die denre wat hy selfl gesluit
het, weer wyd oop te maak.

Dié konesultesle moet deur
die kerk as instituut on as or-
ganleme gevoer word) die ver-
ecengelwiging kan alleen deur
die kerk as organisme geskiod,
want die kerk as Inetituut kan
dit nie doen nie. Dit is elke
gelowlige wat dit moet doen, in
die situssie waarin hy stann
en met die deel van die wéreld
wasrmer hy in aanraking kom.
Dit iz die dienswerk wan die
heiliges waarvoor hulle toege-

rus moet word (B 4 @ 12,

Dit iz die fimale opdrag van
Christus aan al sy volgelinge.
Want dit iz wanneer die kerk
van Christus aa die mens gaan,
met hom cem word, en die
boodskap van verloesing bring,
dat die kerk diec Koninkryk van
Fod aal laat kom.

Daar i% een allerbelangrilk-
sfe wvereiste vir hierdie taak,
en daaroor shryf one in 'n vol-
pende artlkel. -

® [Ford vervals

THE CHURCH IN*AFRICA

Frao Ecclesia

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE
OF CHURCHES 1IN AFRICA.

Preliminary plana for an
Agmermbly of churches in Afri-
ca to be held in Kampala, T-
ganda, Apeil 20, 20, 1063 weare
made by an enlarged Proviaio-
nal Committes of the All Afei-
cp Church Conference meeting
at Mindolo Ecumenleal Centre,
Kitwe, Morthern Rhodesia,
August 20— Zapt, 6.

The theme agreed upon for
the Eampala Assembly was
"Freodom and Unity in Christ:
Towards a Benewed Chureh in
6 Mew Africa”, The 1083 As-
sembly will he the second All
Africa  gathering, the first
Iaving been held in  Thadam,
Nigeria in 1058,

The Committesr made plans
to issue invitatione 1o chuor-
chee and MNational Chrstinn
Couneils in every part of Afri-
co end Madagesear to send re-
presentatives to the Kampala
Ageembly newt year, TE is ox-
pected that about 350 persons
will attend.

Amone the topice uwnder the
theme eelecked for discussicns
at tle Hampala gathering will
he YChristinn Concern for the
Family™ “The Christian in the
Community™, “Economic Dhe-
velopment in Afrien and Chela-
tinn Responatbility™, "The Self-
hood of the Chureh” and “Po-
fities — Toward 8 Theology
of Mationalizm®,

The Commiltes alan made a
propoeal for orgenising the All
Afrien Church Conference on

a permanent basis, and

augment thie proposal,

Aersembly of Commissions on
Stuedies, Mission pnd FEwvan-
gelism, Work of Men and
Women in Chureh and Soclety,
Youth, and Education.

The prozress of plans for
1he Al Afries  Christian
Youth Assembly to be held in
Mairohi, Kenva Dee, 27, 1942
to Jon, T 1963 wasz commen-
ded and continued cooperation
pledged, The Committes receiv-
ed reports on some of the
projects and other actlons in
which churches and Councils
of the All Afriea Church Con-
ference have participated wilh-
in recent date: Rapld Social
Change Studies, Urban Africa
project, African Writing Cen-
tre, Bunday Sehool Coreieulorm.
Theological Edueation  Fund
proiects in Afrien, Broadeast-
ing and Audio-Visgsl Comenmit-
tee, and Women's World Day
of Prayer All Afrien Fellow-
ship.

T wlew of assistonce and
grante to the work of the Al
Aldien  Chureh  Conference
from churchezs and chureh
hadles In other perts of  the
world, the Committee  vobed
expressions of thanks and ap-
precintion to all who hed so
akhprpd,

Bixiv leadres pnd renresen-
tatives from churches in 23
eotinteies in Afrien and Wa-
dagascar were In attendanee
for the enlarged Provisional
Committee mesting,

fFrom Relezse by fhe Flonnirg

tg Commmidtes, Hitwe, &M Sephs
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gested the establishment at the —
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MULTI - RACIAL CONGREGATION IN EAST LONDON

Rev. Robert J. D). Robertson

Some months ago the Preshyterian Church of
South Africa opened in East London a congregation
designed from the start to be multi-racial. This effort
has now achieved a reasonably steady existence and
I would like to report thereon.

The idea was born about
four yeara agn oot of the
frustration of minlatering to
congregationa which were un-
willing to consider any kind
of permanent fellowship with
people of other races. The
Presbyterian Church is multi-
racinl but at congregational
level there is n general resla-
tanee to any kind of mixing.
The inter-racial fellowshlp of
Presbytery and Ceneral  As-
sembly iz elosed to  all  hut
minlatera and o few elders
This means that the minority
in our congregations  who
wish to meet and share in
comgregationn! life with Chris-
tians of cther races are quilse
unable to do so, because of
what the Cope Bynod of the
ateh Relormed Church in a
memorahle decigion onec  de-

seribed g “the weakness of
gore"”  (now the weakness of
many !

——

It seemed to me that the
only way to meet the desire
of these persans was fo form o
new congregation which would
be understood to bhe  multi-
racial from the start, This
would permit  the races fo
mert i Christian worship and
to share in the responsikilities
of membership in one congre-
gation, but would force it on nao
e, When put io the General
Azzymhly last vear the pro-
pozal was adopled with only

two dissentient votes

The success of such a
stheme nalurally  depende &
great deal om  the plage in
which it iz attempted. We
chose Esast London nob only
because [ was already living
there and had made waluable
rontaets and advance prepa-
rations but for three other
repsons also. East London is
not too big & city and an expe-
riment like this, which must
begin in & small way, will not
get lost in it Tn Fast Laondon
there is an area of very mixed
population where one ean Find
five different races in  five
conaecutive homes in a street,
and this North End. ae it is
ealled, affords a place where
every race can come without
fealing a etranger. Unlike the

Beef, Enst London has an
almost homogeneous  Afriean

population speaking only Xho-
#a amnd this simplifies the
Iangunge problem,

Aa  prepsration I spent
gome time lving in & rented
room im Morth End in order
to judge the le of the land
T alzo instituted o monthly af-
lernoon joint service hebwiesn
the varioug racial sections of
the Presbwterian Chureh  in
BEast London which ran  for
about a wear prior to  the
opeming of the anlti-racial eone-
gregation, The reaponee 0
these jolnt servicer was erra-

tic and Crequently dishear-
tening, but they did prepare a
group of people  who were
later ready to consider a more
frequent service and a more
permanent form of assoeiation.

The regular weekly servi-
ceg of the Morth End Chureh,
which are held In a section of
cur home altered to provide
seating for 85 peraons, have in
contrast been steadily suppor-
ted since they commenced on
the 18th March. Africans. Co-
loureds and Europeans appear
at these servicea in  roughly
egual proportiong, though the
Africans have heen  mare
cantlons abcut  coming.  The
avernge sttcndanes is 40 per
garvice. These services, in-
cluding Communicn, =and an
nacagional after-service cup of
ten, hymn-practise or talk,
have had a really hopeful at-
mosphere surprisingly  devold
aof temaion. Onee a month T
have arcanged for an Afrlean
or Coloured minister to con-
dael the eptire service preach-
Ing in Englieh hbut leading
praver in his own Longue.

A tri-lingunl  hvmnbhook
has been prepared, culled from
ithe various translations  thad
exist of hymns ariginally writ-
ten in English. Each verse is
given in English. Afrikaans
and Xhosa though osually ad
any one time we sing In only
o af these lanruszes. So fht
the Afrikaans amd Xho=a
speaking  members  do ol
have &n put  up with
“meennd-hand” hvmnz  all
the time we  have common-
ced the franslation of Xhoaa
and Afrikaans originals into

English. A= far as I can deter-
mine this is the first time this
has been done with Xhosa
hymns, It demonstrafes that
through this congregation the
apiritual heritage of the Xhosa
Church iz at last being shared
with other races.

The congregation ls gover-
ned by a Bession of two Afri-
can, ome Coloured and three
BEuropean elders, each at
present seconded from another
Spssion for this purpose. A
somewhat prophetic  atmos-
phere prevails in its meetings.
So far we have simply en-
couraged people to attend ser-
viges, tut now the question of
membership has been opened
and a date et for p “Founda-
tion Members' Service”. This
will be the real test of how
far peaple are ready to g0
Membore will come under the
care of an elder not necessari-
Iy of their own race. Baptism
and eonfirmation. weddings
and funerzls will then take
wlace in o milti-racial con-
tost. Members will ec-operate
in the wvarious sctivities of a
rongregation.

The next minister be he
ealled, should that stage be
reached, will nat necessarily
he a Europenn.

What results do we hope
for from the formetion of this
congregation? We hope to rive
practical  evidence o the
Church that this kind of thing
j= possible. Many did us the
kindness hefore we started of
paaurings we that it was impos-
sfble! We mre discovering ex-
perimentally the richer life
that Christinns can find when

they lower the artificial bar-
riers erected against thelr fel-
low-Chrlatians, We hope to
plomeer a way for the even-
tual de-segregation of  the
whole Chureh, That does not
mean forced integratiom, Tt
simply means the creating of &
spirit of welcome acceplance
of any man or woman in each
congregation,

Oine might say that the way
we have chosen s artificial.
not spontaneous. But if a car
iz stuck in the mud and cannot
get out spontanecusly, we do
not critleise the artificiality
of employing a apan of oxen to
move it. Owver the past 100
vears the Church in this coun-
try has beem slowly sinking
into the mud of segregated
worshlp., This developed some-
times from quite laudable mo-
tives such as advancing mis-
glomary work but often maeriely
in obaedienee to gecular preesu-
rea alien to the Church's na-
ture. Mow we are so [rmly
gtuck that many are prepared
to avow that God made na for
the mud. A span of oxen is a
rather cumhbersome Lraction
foree but iz is  baetter than
pothing: and an  ounce  of
rough and  ready  interracial
worahip iz worth a ton of per-
fect “hot air” on the theory
of race relations. When the car
ig on aolid ground agein the
oxen can he dispensed with)
and when the Church has
cemsed to call its congrega-
tiong "Eurcpean”, "Coloured”,
“pAfriean”, “Indian”, then the
words "Multl-Racial” will glad-
v he dropped from the title of
Morth End  Preshyterian
Church.

ﬁ
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DE KATHOLICITEIT
NER KERK

. H. Berkhof, G. . Callen-
“ ach, Nijkerk 1042,

Feitlil iedere janr verslyn
dant van die hend van die be-
kende hoogleranr, Berkhof, "n
voletandige boek nass sy tal-
le artikelz oor aspekie van die
Kerk en die kerklike lewe in
ona eed, Prof. Berkhof is histo-
rikua; maar sy corwegende in-
teresse, om uit gy publikasies
e pordeel, 18 in die iydgencle-
like geskiedenia van die Kerk,
dit wil gf in die Kerk onder-
weg in hierdle een.

Dit verwonder daarom mnis
dat ay jongste boek pen van die
papekte vam die twintigete
gouse problematiek  van  die
Kerk, die katolisitelt, hehnan-
del nie. Wie eoF die skumenisi-
toit van die Kerk praat, kan
nie anders as won die katolisi-
teit., wan die Kerlk praat nie
e kasnm  nie oor  die cel
hegin  s=epder  die  pader nie,
Tn dle bogeneermale boel gee die
akrrwer 'n ooorsiz oor die he-
simping van anders aor hierdie
anderwrrn en voer hy sy oele
hesinnine ot "a Skeiftuarlike
fundering von die hegrir,

(s wvertanl griokse
woord. ketholikes, waarmes die
M atriliese Celapnfehelydonis
Aie heilire Chrigtelilte  HKerk
poralifiscer, ot algemecn”.
il sy pebruik deur die kerle-
vadere, die helvdenigzs en tot
e die reformatore bepanl die
skrywer die betekenla. Yewer
oz die skakering van bete-
kenmisee wven die | katolisiteit
van die Eerk™ sopoe dil vam-
dag bestepn in die Roomae,
Anglikaanse, Lutherse en Col-
vinistiese opvaltting. Telkens

i

wya hy ook op die gebreke in
die opvatting van die begrip
by elkeen voen die genoernde
EIeTE,

Hierdle betekenlabeprling ia
fle moar sofmmer 1 ydele ons
derneming nie. s brandend
noodeanklik, want in die afge-
lope eeu het in ellke deel van
dle Christellke Eork beslnring
gekom oor die  ekumenisitelt
en die eenheld van die Kerk in
pehooraaamheid ait die opdrag
vom die Here wvan die Kerk.
Hierdie beweging ven die gees
¢is ook besinning oor die on-
afgkeibare anderkant. die lea-
toligiteit. Roomse  geleerdes
gnog  de Poulpiquet en Con-
gar, Luthers-Evangelise ge-
leerdes  soos Stderhlom. Hei-
ler en Stihlin, Anglikannae
geleordes g002  Rnmsny, Thix,
Eiol, Hebert =n Thorelon,
Cereformeerds gelaerdes ooos
Thil= «r Bavinck, verdiep
Bal  al  Jank  en  ernslig
in hicrdis atudieveld, Non gee
e herhaling ook Berkhof sy
vigie dageoor. Tn I=osfe inatan-
mie kiea hy vir sansluiting by
en voorthouing op dic henade-
ping van Cenpay cmdat Copear
Ma YnteBeiteit van die TWerk
Shriffenelit fandecr  =n o i
song allgs wot met dis Rerk te
Anen ket aflei wit die prrsoon
wan Chrisius,

T gy hriewe aop die Ele-
ciirs om pan A Kolopsense
prazt Pavius ook oor die  Jea-
toligiteil von die Kerk'™ wel
nle in presies hierdie woorde
mie, woant ky verkips om ie
neaat van die | eolheid™ en die
LJrnlmaak”™ van diz Rerk deur
Christus.  Dasrdie | volheid”
hivk | ecnheid-in-veelheid™ e
weez git "n nouketrige elee-

gese van die woorde plendma
i pleroun ln die brelewe asn
die Efesitrs en die Kolossens
ae. Die ekpegese moet  ten
apnsien van die betrokke wer-
ge antwoord op die vreae, wat
vul Christus en hot vol Hy dit
wat gevul moat word, Pleroma
beteken die dominlum, die ge-

hinte  deardie  heerskappy
waarin profeties, ?unrh-eeldgnd
van die wolle  verwerkliking

van die dominium en imperium
san Christua, sy volmag nou
recds geld, Dis die Kerk. Chris-
tug se volmag oor die heelal,
nou nog verborge maay Wessn:
ik teenwoordig, ks in die Kerk,

! BOODSEAP VAN DIE DIREKNIE

Van die schretaris van die Direksiec van Pro Yeritate
i het ons die volgende boodskap vir publikasic onfvang:
By die oorgang van die een jaar na die ander is dlit
| 'm goeie geleentheid om n terughlik te werp ap die jaar
wat agter 6. Ay ons dit doen vir sover dit oms hlad hetrel
| word ons harte met denkbaarheid vervul: dankbancheid
| vir die proot mate van steun en simpatic wal ons uit sfle
| dele van die land epn ver daarbuite ondervind het; dank-
haarheid ook vir die skeywers van arfitels en vir holle wat
dearon gereageer het; dankbaarbeid vir al ons medewes-
kera wal sonder verpoeding hulle (vd en kragte beshikhanr
weatel het om die relflmadige veeslivoing pei alles vl
daarmee saamhang, moantlik te wisak

Duitsland., Jopan,

| (ns is el dankbanr vir die hritiel ot
het, geresverdig =owe! as onperesverdly, nie plleen om-
dat dusrdens ons hlod ko=teloss puhlisiteil ooneel et mwie,
maz: ook emdat dit ops sedurig spspanr om enae dochst ol
ling suiwsr te hou nl. dic bevordeving van die ope en
verdike resprek tussen lede van die kerk van Christos sowel
| as die hevordering van die senheid in ooresnsromming met
i Gads Wanrd van die lede von die Gerk var Chrizfps

bied, van Clhrisios. En dit is die
spepimesrde heolel, Die wornd
betelien verder die imperiom
ven Christus, sy wolmagtige
heargkappy oor die heslal EfL.
1:23 stel egter 'n gebied binne
daardie gebied en 'n imperinm

Pro Veritate word nie alleen in die Repohiick van Suld-
Afrika verspred nfe, many nok in Moord- en Seid i hocdesiis,
BW.A., Nigerid, Nederland, Switserlond. Ennelnnd, Swede,
die Veremigde Stafte van Ameriya on
Hrasilig, Orals geniet dit warme helangstelling.

mps it vine

1He hers s funksie in die g
van die wolbield en die kKato-
Nalteit §p dasrom om te Wees
LWEosmiscesoatologien” en pro-
fetica-akuemplaries”. e Kerk
staan tusser die alreede™ van
die huidige en die ,nog nie”

van die eindtyd. Katolisitelt is
enecrsvds die Kerk se uitgangs-
punt en andersyds haar eind-
punt,

Triternard het dic wendsro
vraag, hod vul Christus  die
heelal, swe-sens hetrekking op
die Kerk, ThHe Kerk, lewend te
alle tye en in alle dele, moet
uitbeel onder alle nasies. Hier
val apestolaat en katolisiteit
saam, manr hier wal ook eku-
menisitelt on katolisiteit ganm,
Fkumenisiteit 18 nie sell la-
tolisitelt nie; dis die anderkant
en die konselwensie van dio
Eatolisiteit, die kosmiese heer-
gkappy van Christus.

Na  hierdie skriftunrlik-
pringipiEle bepaling  van e
aard pn inhoud ven die (Eoe
telisiteit won die Kerk”™, leer
dig shrywer na die sdema A0
dic hegin van sy boek {erug.
Ander die opalrif, . Belemme-
ringen der loatolleiteit” meet
hy op die ry sf die onders
gheie kerklike grocporings
hul belydeniz en hal helewenis
nan hlerdie skeiftuarlike sia Tn
pop of mesr opsiote <4iet nl

mal te kort.

e boek aluit met 'n witers=.
helenerike  heenwysing: [l
atoligiteit van die Werk aluit
hapr eenheid, sighape senheld
in. Dig peter nie 2l nie en dis
nie e i Katolisiteit tie-
fplem en iz die  vulling, dic
growed tot die volheld vim Ches-
tua in die gelowige en in die
gemeenslap van die heiliges.
Fenheid en  wolheid en  die
groal 1ot beide i& onlosmaaklilc
aan mekanr verboade,

Hoe aktueel en hoe tydlz
hieidbe viotreskrewe on maklih
veratnanbare werk  verskyn
het, hoef nie nader aangewys
te word nie,

Albert Geyear
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CHRINTIANITY

These are large and vague terms and the conjonction of the
twa makes them even larger amd more vague, There are many
kinds of Christians, some of whom do not acknowledge others.
The title “democracy™ is nsed to cover widely differeni societies
with varying ideologies, some totally opposed to others, We use
these two words loosely, thinking we know what we mean and
mean what we =ay, Quite often we do not.

- It 8 assumed that there
i# 4 necessary comnection be-
tween the two, Christianity, it
ig maid, must mesn democracy,
generally of the kind, one man,
one vote. But this iz by ne
meansd proved and needs eare-
ful conalderation.

CHREISTIANITY AND
TOTALITARIAN CLAIMS

It i quite true that Chris-
tianily eonfers upon the indivi-
dunl everlpsting worth and =ig-
nificance and it is no accident
that the decline of Christianity
should have coincided with a
monstrous invasion of  the
rights of man. The totalitarian
regimes could not have im-
posed their total clafms on men
gave In the twilight of Chris-
tianity im the lunds whers they
flourigh, MNar is there any jus-
tification, ultimately, for the
repudiation of the iy¥ranny
they represent other than the
Christian valuation of man as
an end in himself. Democracy
in the modern world eannot
resist Lotalitarinn claims by &
vague and tepid  helief in
human decency. It can stand
only if it cam strengthen that
belief with the conviction re-
!lg]r.‘m can supply.

CHRISTIANITY'S
EVALUATION OF MA™N

Dur religion puts an infini-
te value on the individoal but
we commanly forget that this
fa mot because of what he i=
now but of what, hy the grace
af God, he may hecome. Chris-
tinn democracy is something

different in kind from the de-
macracies of this word. It is
w demneracy of sin and grace
wnid in it men are in o kingdom,
boond together by their com-
min relation to the King, It is
nit sufficient that & man bhe
juet & man. He has no rights in
himself. Indeed, hecause of the
evil in hiz natore, having ila
rofs far hack with which he
is powerless to deal, he cannot
enter the kingdom. Until by
repentanee and faith he hasz
come into a right relation with
the King he has no part in the
T ingdom.

The love of God wearna
after him while he is outside,
but even that love ean confer
no righta apon him until he i=
ingide. Too often we have con-
ferred rights upon  all  and
sundry irrespective of Eheir
gpiritual allegiance and have
made it an axiom that every
min, beconse of Christlanity,
has a right to a place and a
share in the government of any
true democratic order. This is
a non gequitur of the most ob-
vious kind.

Rights have to he taken as
well ag givenm. To be rightly
taken they must be understoosd,
Taking and understanding
mean the aceeptance of res-
ponsibitity. In our age, as in
the Garden of Eden. there is
much emphasis on rights and
very much less on responsi-
hilities.

THE MEANING OF
DEMOMCREACY

Democracy is a word which

Jan. 15 Jan. 1903

iir. P. B, ifﬂt’kridye

AND DEMOCRACY

must be redeesmed by recon-
sideration. The word means
literally government by the
peaple, and that is thought to
be an axiom, a self-evident
truth. Theoadore Farker, nine-
teenth century American pres
achker and campaigner against
sluvery, exalted democracy as
g government of all the people
by all the people, for all the
people; of course n governs
ment after the principles of
cternal justice, the wunchan-
ging law of God”, This is the
kind of lonss oralory we too
aften get in sermons, There is
ne “of courae’” about it De-
moeracy can mean something
very  different  from  elther
eternal justice of the law of
God, Democracy, ns  Osear
Wilde said, can mean "simply
the hludgeoning of the people,
by the people, for the people”.
A perfect demoeraey, snid Bur-
ke. 18 the moet shameless thing
In the world becaose “their
own approbation of their own
acts hag to them the appearan-
ee of a public judgment in their
favour",

EUROPE'S TRADITIONS
OF LIBERTY

In Eurcpean history there
are two traditions of liberty,
vitally different, One began in
England: the other in France.
One wae and still is empirical
and unsystematic, the other
ppeculative and rationalistie.
In the one the keynaote ia deves
lopment with the leapt popsible
interference of pablie power,
Tn the other organisation with

BOEKBESKOUNG

De Brief aan de Hebrefn, deur
dr. H. van Owen, in die
recks Do Prediking van
het Wienwe Testament,
Derde Druk 192, G, F
Callenbach W, V., Nijkerk.

In hierdie welbekende recks
wit die peleders van die Her-
vormde Kerk in Nederland het
die derde druk van die Eom-
mentanar van dr. Van Oyen oor
die Hebregrbrief verskyn. Ons
mening I8 dat hierdie kommen-
taar "n goele lorvoeging i tok
die lteratuur oor hierdie prag-
tige Bybelboek, waarvan die
taal en s5Ev] van die skoonste is
in die Muwe Testament.

Wannesr “n mens: 'n koms
mentanr lees, is daar sekere
elze wet "n omens atel af he-
Eeerteas  wat  bhevredlg  moet
word om dit mub te lant slang.
In die eerate plek wil 'n mens
graag dit aanvoel dat die skry-
wer wie stol soed beheer an
met gehalansecrde ekonomie sy
woeg vind demr Al die dinge wat
vireeds oor dieselfde stof ge.
= 8. Tt moet viok lees, nie 'n
wespartel  In kleinlike sker-
mutasliine wees met menze voan
wle verskil word mie. maar 'n
waardige ontleding  wan  wat
ianr shann in die Skrif, met die
nodige kennisname van ander
shrywers wat miskien in hiers
ilie verband lets opmerkens-
araardlg gesd het, Hierdie kom-
mentaar onder bespreking vel-
doen m.i, volkome asn hierdle
verwiste, it lees viot, is wane-

diglik opgestel, verval nie in
kielnlikhede nie. mapr hou die
groot lyn. Dit ia ook moni ge-
druk met ' mool letter, wat
dit werklik aantrekllk  maak
om te lees

S0 'm kommentaar moet
verder nle terugdeing om tog
tob die essenshe te probeer
deurdring nie. Dhe 1E1>Img gl
daarna verlang, om, sonder om
op al die taalkundige kwessies
in fe gaan, tog te weet wat die
skrywer dink van sekere per-
tinente sake waaroor die beks
uitgloitsel moontlik kan  gee.
Hlerdie kommentaar weifel
nie om by tyve die oorspronkli-
ke Grieks aan die orde te stel
nie, mank Gp so ‘0 manler dat
dit mie dic werk onnodig ver-
awaar nie. Moei dinge  word
akeentuecr, dinge waar die
Griekse teks ons kaa help om
skakering van hetekenisse he-
ter te verstean, As van die
duiwel se mag ten opsigte van
die dood geprast word, 2 @ 14,
wiord daarop gewys dat  die
Grieka praat van krabos, ge-
wold, terwy] Christus se mag "n
Allessdrhesrsende i85, clsmisia,
voor wie nlles en almal maoset
baig. 'n Mens kan ven skrvwer
verakil oor sekere Interpreta-
alea, bw. of die woord, apag-
rela, vir verkondig, 2 - 12 'n
verwysEing is na Jesuzs g die
ware engel of boodskapdraer
Gode iz in teen=telling met
die engele wat in die voormf-
gaande gedeelte  minderwanr-
dig nan Hom gestel is? In elk

geval 18 dit 'n werk wat die oo
Loy bevrediy, omdat dit op 'n
mililke manier tog indelf In
die  verskillende cksegeliese
problems,

'n Eommentaar moet verder
die Woord ed verklaar dat die
gewone leser ook die kristalll-
gasle van dle gedagles van die
skrywer nn verstann on wanes=
deer, Dit moet die bosdskap
wvan die Bkrif op "n bevatlike
manier laat apreek. Hierin
glaag skrywer mb, uitnemend.
Moni s sy uilesnselting  in
verband mel dic verhecrliking
van die Beun van God, 1 5-14,
Treffend is sy tekening van die
solidariteit van skrywer met
ay germeente in 2 0 8 wanneer
hy snam met hulle homself ook
wiarsku teen die verontageas
ming van die saligheid, In 2 ;
4 vind hy 'n pragtige tole-
ning van die wees en grond-
slag van die kerk: Christus
die Heer as die Grondslag, die
Hellige Gees wab dear tekens
en wanders en inwoning in die
harte dic ruimte skep wasrin
Christue Sy Woord kan Yaat
klink en wifir maal. en bhuolle
wat hoor en az getules dit nie
mMAE veronbagsanm nie, maar
maet wiktdea.

Ong sou miskien iets e
en miskien duideliker sy stand-
punt wou wverneem het 1w,
die moepilike Hebr, 6 1 4-6 O, |,
nag onE hom Ter verstann, kom
die wolharding van die heili-
goe In ‘i mate in gedrang deur
ay Interpretasie. Hierdie is pe-
ker een van  dic moeilikste
tekate in die Bybel, wat sclfs
vir Lather prohleme geskep
het.

e e T e

interference of
that poweor., One stands  for
glow, half-consclous  growth,
the other for doctrinaive dell-
berateness; one for trial and
error procedurs, the other for
an enforced pattern  which
alofe is valid.

These two troditions are of
interest to the theologian be-
cause of their different niews
of homan nature. The ratio-
nalistic design theories  were
based on the assumption of
man's individual propensity for
ratinnal action and hiz natural
infelligenee and goodness. The
evolutionary theory made al-
Towanee both for the fact of
sin and the guidance of God, To
amit these is p fatal ereor. Tt is
eazy to zee that a planned de-
mocracy, relying  mainly  on
hlueprintz, mnsf, owing to
human =in dand cuzssdness, he-
come a dictatorship fo main-
taim it plan, amd, even then,
the dictatorship usually ont-
lives the plan.

eonsiderable

RELATION BETWEEN
CALVINISM AN DEMOCRACT

Tn the Preghyterian chuor-
ches we are the heirs of Calvin
and it is instructive to note the
relation between Calvinism and
demaeracy. In Calvinism  the
importance of the individual
ig the resultant of several
things working- logathar. Tha
firet is the sovereign grace of
Cind directod towards the be-
liever, This is, =0 to say, the
spotlight of the universe, and
in its blinding ray he stands

marked and clear. Second, his
avseptances of that grace mekes
him one of the elect, a status
far abowe all titles and prices
of thiz world, Third, that elecs
thon demands of him work snd
stewnrdship  which  together
add up to high responaibility.
The whole make the dignity of
the Calvinistic man, than
which there is no greater.

In America this Calvinistic
man was creafed before the
coming of demiwracy for evers
yomre, amid thus the cort of de-
macracy did net come before
the horse of characier. The
man deemed worthy of power
irg on: who has been edocated
in the Tove of order, habituated
to self-government, “Soch go-
vernment as ours’” ) snid Waoad-
row Wilson, “is o form of con-
duct, and its only stahle foam-
datiom i= character. Tt = the
herilage of races puried alike
of hasfy passions and patient
servility and schooled in fem-

perate commaen conmnse]”,

CHRISTIANITY AND

I'NIVERSAL SUFFEAGE

It iz often thought that the
immediate conferment of uni-
vergal suffrage b3 in aceord
with both Christian and Brit-
ish tradition. In fact, it i=
neither. Tniveraal esuffrapge
wae not attained in Britain
untll 1884 and for women not
until 1828, The supreme impor-
tance of the individual to
Chriastlanity iz hie importance
as g ozoul in the sight of God.
What hag actually happened in
Africa i= wvery much more In
aceord with the French tra-
dition than the British, and
the most curious and calamits
oma thing ia that the West-

minster mmodel of parliamen-
tary government has  been
primary  amd

necessary blue-print Inetead of
the culmination of long proces-
ses of treining in  character
and method.

—

Dit 1s egler 't kommentast
wat ons baie groag wil annbe-
veel, it tref ons dat Calvyn
met groot waardering van tyd
tot tyd aangehaal word, Dit al-
lex mask van hlerdie werk lets
besondera en dit iz nie vresmd

dat "n derde druk daarvan in
1932 meet vershyn  nie.  Die
eerate drok hel in 19389 ver-

-

ekyn onder die titel: , Christu ™~

de hogepriester”,
Jo Lo de W

DIE KERK

SYPEL KOMMUNISME IN
AMERIKAANSE KERKE IN7T

Watter wmnrheld steek
danr in die aantygings van 'n
kommunistiess suurdeeg in die
kerk? 'n Afdoende antwoord
word verskal dear William C.
Suilivan, hoofinspekieur van
die Federal Bureau of Intel-
ligenee =n een van hierdie lig-
gaam =¢ heste  Henners  van
kommunistiess bEd.t‘:'-'“'ighﬁdf".-
in Amerika, ,I¥t is 'm onom-
gtoctlike feit.” het hy verklaar,
Jdat enige bewering as 20U
danr 'n asansienlike ineyvpeling
van Kommunisme in die gele
dere vEn ons Amerikaanse pre-
dikante wees van alle waar-
heid ontbloot is Die trouw van
die onegrote meerderheid van
Amerikn se predibante is bo
alle twyfel wverhewe. Hulle is
van ons mees konselkwenle en
vagberade teenstanders  van
Kommunieme, THe Eeit dat hul-
le al die geld en tvd wat Eaome-
mumiste aan  propagands e
stee het om hulle te belnvloed,
sukarsvn] weerstand gebled het
strek hul tot groot cer”

I¥it hewvestig scher genoeg-
saamn die  Berekening  van
Ralph L. Roy: "Comemuanism
and the Churches” dat daar
gowat 20 predikante wlt  die

IN AFRIKA

halfmiljoen evangeliedienanrs
in Amerikn is mel kommumnis-
tlege neigings. en nia sen van
die 25 I8 nog in die evangelie-
bedlening nis,
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tes: B2 per year, payable in
advance.
Overseas: RE30 per year in
rdvanocn.

Cheques  and  Postel  Ordera
muist b mode oput in the nams
o "Pro Verclgate", (Piy) Lid

Giedrulk deur die Potchefstroom
Hernld (Edms) Bpk., lénlaoan,
Potehefastroom,. vir die elennors en
ultgewers, Pro Veritate (Edms.)
Bpl., Poshua 487, Johanneshurg,




