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THE TESTIMONY OF MARION SPARG

Morion Sparg is 0 29-yeor-old white womon from on ordinory, middle doss fomily. She wos 0 trained
journolisl and her real political involvemenl slorted oNer Ihe dealh in detention 01 Block Consciousness
leader Sieve Biko. She leN Soulh Alrica in /9B 1 ond joined Ihe ronks of MK. She was 'aler assigned
to the editorial stoll olVoice of Women, the omcial iOlJrnol of the ANC Women's Section. ANer the SADF's
raid in Lesotho in 1982, in which 32 ANC civilian members and 19 Lesotho cilizens were killed, Sparg
lell that she hod to ioin the operative ronks 01 MK. Some of the ANC leaders tried to dissuade her, but
she lelt that there was no other way lor her to expreS5 her commitment 10 the urgenl need lor Ihe liquida­
tion 01 the apartheid regime. With remarkoble dedication, she carried out her missions os on MK soldier.
In /9B6 she was arre5ted and convicted ol/reoson, arson and anemp/ed orson. She was sentenced
to 25 years' imprisonmenl.

On March 2 ) 986, whjfe in
underground life inside Sourll Africa.
Marion Sporg wroteo terre- to her rtI()//-,er
in which she mode a 10Si desperole op­
peol for her poreols' underslondir.g ofher
life. The leNer was flO' poSied. Fi.e days
later, on March 7. she was o""Sledand
Ifle Ieller was among .or'aus i'ems con­
fiM;Ored by lhe police. The following are
e~cerpls from rile leHer,

Dear Mom,
It is ""t on easy task lor me 10 explain
mysell ina leller like /his, butl omgoing
10 Ify; SO just!:>eor with me as I stumble
along ...

I Can underslond tno' in a way you
nove couse 10 resenl me, lor bringing
more pain and problems 10 a family lhot
has already hod more /han its lair shore
of trouble. I kflOw also thaI I have 10
war\: out how 10 survive On my own
without depending on anyone. And I
believe I am doing all I can at the mo­
ment ...

Yes, I do leel sad 01 fIOt being able
to be with you and the family. But I do
not regrel giving up my previous life I
do not regret the commitment I hove
mode. The struggle to get this counlfy
Iree now i. my life. If I did not truly
believe in what Iom doing i would hove
">ccumbedto a rIllrvous breakdown Of

some lorm of insanity a long lime ogo.
I don't really expect you or Dod to
og'ee fully with my oct>ons. But I did
hove on ideo lhol you understood a lit-

tie. I valve /he past lour Or live years
mo'e than you could know. The people
I nove mel, /he experiences Ihove gone
/hrough, Ibelieve ho.... mode me a more
complete person, My life nos meaning
now, I know where I am going and I
know we will reach Ihere - even if I
don't perwnolly mo'e it. I have rIllVer
been mo'e fulfilled. This is probably
sounding very trite, 00t I hope it conveys
somelhing 01 the depth and understan­
ding I've gained over the post few
years.

Doily happenings only serve 10 in­
crease my delermioolion, and I om
olraid horden me a little each day. In
Alexandra lost week more /han 80 peo­
ple were shot dead, Most were simply
teenagers wim ""lhing more lhon slones
in their honds. Bul I cOn understand !he
lear of me white policemen and sold"'rs
as they faced lhose children, I can
understand thei, lem as /hey foiled to
under.;lond how children wi/h stones
Wl!re prepored to IOke on armoured
cars and sub-machine gun~. But
onywoy, I'm not 9O<ng 10 give you a loc­
ture On lho!. I do get very bille' and
angry still, but what mesa post years
have given me is conlidence and hope
- lhe knowledge lhal we will win. The
government knows it too.

They are only p,oIonging The agony
lor 011- block and whiTe. It is lhe peo­
ple who give me hope - not only those
kids in Alexond,o and elsewhere, BuT
eweeiolly lhe individvols I've ""'I _

black 000 white. I've been oble to
discover whotreal friendship, love and
tru~l ore all about. I know our luture is
:;ofe in meir hands.

l/hink it i. notural for a child to want
to moke i~ porents proud. And although
it is hord for you 10 understond, leI alone
feel proud, I hope one day, if lime is
kind, you will be oble to under.;tond and
leel proud. I know iI,

I! you could meel the people and
know the people I am close 10, you
would understond. Do you remember
the young while guy who was killed in
the SADF raid on Goborone?Well, his
poren~ said afterwords /hey never
under.;tood until they wenl to his funeral
and met all his flieOOs and lhose who
warked wim him.

They said only !hen !hey realised how
rno.x:h he meant 10 omers, and lhot his
life was good and worthwhile, even il
they ~till couldn't occept 011 his octions
completely. Ionly hope it doesn't hove
to IOke doom 10 bring you to thaI
understanding.

And in onyway Ihove mode enemies
of my lomily and SOme previou~ fr"'OOs.
For il they are 10 delend apartheid lhen
10m their enemy lor life. It is poinful bul
true, But il is not all that surprising, for
South Alrico is in a stole of war. And war
turns brother against bro!her, and fothe,
against son. You see there is really no
going bock for me. Nei!he,con I stand
still. We can only move forword now.

II il means my life Iam quile prepared.



THE TESTIMONY OF MARION SPARG 11

In Ioc::t I'll be proud to be counted
amongst those who fought and died for
this country and people.

This is probably sounding very romon·
lic and reckless, but then it is very dil.
lkult to pul down in words the simple yet
profovnd principles of QOe'slile. If I were
to live like a 'mole', that is port of Ihe
price that rTlIJst be paid. And it is a very
smoll price compared to what others
hovt! gone throvgh, 000 are still going
through.

I wppose the one thing I really need
to talk to you about is wonting to have
aoother child. I've met 000 loved other
men _ and especiolly one oow whose
chikll woukl be proud 10 oove, But I
koow there i. no time. I wont to be able

to be with my chikl all the time. And now
there isso much else to do, I hod virtual·
Iy modeupmy mind that I wo, gaing to
have a child no motTer what. And then
there was the $ADF raid on le",tho in
December lost year, where amongst
others a young white woman 000 her
coloured husband were killed. They
were shot dead in bed.

Their one-year·old daughter loy
screaming next to their bodies until
r>eighbours came to fetch her. Then I
thought, God!

I don't wont my baby to have to ga
fh,ough fhot. And yet the baby will have
cause to be proud one day. So who
knows. maybe I will be luckyellOUQh to
have a child.

I don't know ill oove gone any way
towords trying to explain mysel!.1 hope
some makes sense to you. In the end
you'll see, it will be for the good of all.
Thi. wor OOS to be fought to the bitTe'
end. And it is going to be bille'. I have
no illusions about thot. But in t"" end
there will be a hoppjer life for all of uS
- block 000 white. And I quite honest­
ly believe fhat this is going to happen
in our lifetime, not that of our children a<
grandchildren.

Just know that I do love you even if
you feel exasperated, betrayed or hurt.

TO NELSON MANDELA
STATEMENT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH LEADERS

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 70TH BIRTHDAY
NELSON ROllHLAHLA MANDELA

On the occas<on of Dr Mandela's 70th birthday, 18 July
1988. We, the '-"Idersigned, ore Clergy, Church
loywQrkers and professionol theologians in Soufh Africa.

We write to honour you On this your 70th birthday.
As Christions we acknowledge Jesus Christ as the

wpreme Lord, from whom all human authority derives.
Under his lordship we ore called to resiS! all illegitimate
authority, and shore in the totollibemtion of humanity
from all that denies complete human life. In South Africa
this means struggling against the tyranny of apartheid,
and for a country free of injustice, exploitation and
discriminotion.

We believe this .truggle is established in history by
Jesus Christ and cootiooed by human beings imitating
Christ's obedience and compassion.

We recognise this obedience and compassion in your
lifetime of commitment 10 struggle to liberate all South
Africans and in your endurance of tremenda", hardship.

We regard it as a crime against humanity that you, a
peace-loving man, should Ionguish in an apartheid jail,
when you ought to be enjoying Ihe freedom of full fomi­

'Iy life with your wife, children and grandchildren.
We emphaticolly reject the propaganda disseminoted

by this illegal regime and its supporters which dismisses
your organi",tioo, the ANC, os terroriS!.

We understorld the motivations which led you and

other imprisor-l 000 exiled leaders to embar\<. 00 on arm­
ed struggle to enoble the liberation of our people,

We regard it as a mar\<. of your true leadership fhat you
choose to remain in prison, rather than accept PW
8otoo's offer of conditioool release.

We agree with you that a peace process can only be
initiated by the apartheid government's rejection of the
violence of apartheid arid the repression with which they
maintain it. A, such, negotiations are only possible when
the state demonstrates its intentions by,
• uncondilionally releasing all poIiticol pri",ners arid
detainees;
• unconditionally unboMing all the organi""tioos of the
people;
• allowing e~iles 10 return without restriction;
• dismanrlir>g all apartheid structures, lows arid institu·
tions without reseNe.

We will contin"" to pray arid S!~ve lor a oon.racial,
democratic South Africa, arid fa< the time ".,nen you will
toke your rightful arid proper place amongst uS as hus·
bond, father, grandfather arid noliooolleoder.

We decklre that your freedom and ours cannot b&
separated.

May God continve to bless arid inspire you.
Yours in the struggle for freedom, iustice and peace.

Signed by Fronk Chikane, Albert Nolan, Smangali",
MI:hotshwa, Shun Govender, Desmond T,",u, and over
150 other signatories.


