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CHALLENGES ON THE FUTURE OF THE
AFRICAN YOUTH IN THE CHURCH TODAY.

THE PEACE CHALLENGE TO SOUTH

AFRICA. BY Dr. NICO SMITH
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT SOUTH AFRICAN SITUATION

The French philosopher,
Jean-Paul Sorle, wrole in an
introduction to a book by a
Ghananian author, “de-
colonizing the mind of the
Alrican,” thal colonizers right
through hislory always had
lives. Colonizers go to a coun-
try, colonize il and build a
world of their own, according
lo their liking and usually
much more luxurious than
the countries where they
came [rom. To build this
world, they use the colonized
people, exploit them and
keep them in a powerless po-
sition. The colonizers eventu-
ally exclude the colonized
people from the world they
have built for themselves.
They thus live their own own
convenient lives with the
colonized people excluded
socially but included as ser-
vanls (slaves). This is their
own life, their second life they
achieved as follows: They
siructure sociely such that
the colonized people are to-
lally dependent on the colo-
nizer. Evenlually the colo-
nized people behave thal they
cannol live without the colo-
nizer, that all good things
come from the colonizer and
il the colonizer were nol
lhere, they the colonized,
would have killed one an-
olher. The colonizer thus has
his second lile in the lives of
the colonized people.

When we look al the silu-
alion in South Alrica we find

how correct the ob-
servalion of Sortre
was. In 1652 the colo-
nizer [rom Europe
started to enter the
Southern region of
Africa. They gradu-
ally colonized the
whole southern point
ol Africa, buill their
own luxurious world
there and eventually
excluded the colo-
nized people f[rom
that part of the world
ina final and consti-
lutional way, a

constitution they

themselves have created and
implemented, in 1948, home-
lands were installed and a
law for race clasification was
introduced by which every
Black person in South Africa
hd to register as a citizen of
one of those homelands.
Those Blacks who found
themselves outside the
homelands were disowned
from all the rights they previ-
ously had enjoyed. Through
the influx control Act the
blacks living in the home-
lands were locked up in areas
which represented only thir-
teen percent of the total sur-
face of the country, only those
who were needed in the colo-
nized areas, had to recieve
special permission to be pe-
sent in the so-called white
areas in South Alrica. For the
Black families who lived in
the white areas before 1948,

speclal provision was made.
This provision was the im-
plementation of the Group

Areas Act through which
blacks could only live in cer-
tain black townships where
they would have no property
rights. Through this act more
than three milllon blacks
were reseltled which means
that they were [orced to leave
living areas in which many of
them were living for genera-
lions already. They had to go
and live in townships which
were so-called matchbox
homes were provided 1o
them. These malchbox four
roomed houses, were built on
very small plots. “We were
packed like sardines”, one of
the inhabitants of the town-
ship where I live, told me. In
these townships a minimum
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offacilities were provided and
no one was allowed to alter a
single brick in those houses,
add anything toitor erectany
type of strucure in the back-
yard. 1 have been told that in
a circular letter from the
Department of Native Affairs
as the Government Depart-
ment which was responsible
for handling the affairs of the
Blacks were called the ad-
ministrative Boards which
administered the Black
townships, were told to sup-
ply only the absolute mini-
mum facilities in those town-
ships in order to make it as
inconvenient for the blacks
in the so-called white areas.
Because then they will de-
velop the desire to rcturn to
the homelands. The result
was that no parks, no play-
grounds, no sport fields, no
restaurants, cinemas, etc,etc
were provided. The Blacks
black townships became
slave (labour camps) where
blacks were locked up by
night through laws which
* prevented them from going
down town to the white cityor
entering any of the recrea-
tional facilities which they
(the blacks) helped to create.
The only recreational facili-
ties which the blacks could
enjoy and were available to
them, were sex and alcohol
and for both they are blamed
for by the whites- having too
many children and being
drunkards.

2. PREDICTION FOR THE
FUTURE OF SOUTH AF-
RICA

The German philosopher
Immanuel Kant stated in an
essay on “Continous Peace”
that peace in the world can
only be achieved along one or

two ways. First of all the ra-
tionality and the morality of
the political leaders in a con-
flict situation must be of such
a nature that they are able to
sit around a negotiation table
and iron out their points of
conflicts. Fortunately, he
sald, most of the conflicts in
the world are solved that way.
But when the rationality and
morality of the political lead-
ers have degenerated to such
an extent that they can't sit
around the negotiation table,
the only way to achieve peace
is through catastrophe of
such magnitude that it forces
conflicting parties to make
peace.

Looking at the South Afri-
can situation, I have reason
to believe that the rationality
and morality of the white
political leaders in the coun-
try have degenerated to such
an extent that they are totally
unaware of the real issues at
steak. This become evident
from the fact the Nationalist
Government in South Africa
keeps on believing that a pro-
gramme of Reform has elimi-
nated (dismantled) Apartheid
and is changing political dis-
pensation to fit the political
aspirations of the blacks. And
what the Government has
done so far in bringing about
reflorm has already caused
some of the Nationalist mem-
bers of parliament to break
away from the Party and con-
stituted a new party, the Con-
servalive Party. The leadersof
thus new party promises the
white electorates that should
take over Government, they
will return to the old ways of
the real and true Apartheid.
This Conservative Party is
already gaining support at a
frightening tempo which wit-
nesses the fact that also the
whites in the country have

become completely irra-
tional.

The Nationalist Govern-
ment, in trying to sell its re-
form policy to the Black
people, are at preserit pump-
ing millions of rands into the
Black townships in order to
convince the Blacks that the
Government has good inten-
tions with them. They, the
blacks, must therefore be
willing to cooperate with the
Government and everything
will be well with them. The
main real intention of the
Government, however, is to
get the blacks to participate
in the coming elections for
local councils which is to take
place in October, 1988,

What are the effects of this
total onslaught on the shoul-
ders of the Black people by
the Government?

It now becomes clear to
what extent the colonizers
have succeeded in colonizing
the minds of the Blacks. In
the black townships there are
the elderly people, above the
age of thirty five saying that
blacks have to be thankful for
what the government is now
willing to do for them. So
many things have been
changed by the government
and that must be appreci-
ated. They are willing to ac-
cept things and be satisfied.

But an interesting phe-
nomenon appears in tle
townships. People under the
age of thirty five are in no way
to accept the good things and
trust the intentions of the
government. On the contrary,
they are even more in resis-
tance to what the governmen-
tis trying to achieve. Why is
there such a dillerence in
approach? What the coloniz-
ers never considered was
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that by removing blacks from
their own vicinity, they have
taken them out of reach of
their own colonizing power.
Young people under the age
of thirty five have indeed
completely decolonized
minds. They know that the
colonizers will do every pos-
sible thing to keep in bond-
age. They realize that there is
only one way towards real lib-
eration and that is total on-
slaught against the total
onslaught on their minds.
The flames of freedom which
is burning in their hearts is
not to be exlinguished, not
with all the guns they have
available in South Africa.

It was the resistance by
the youth in the townships
which eventually forced the
government to declare a statie
of emergency. This the gov-
ernment had todo in order to
be able to continue with its
programme of so-called re-
form. Since the state of emer-
gency had been declared, five
different categories of
weapon carrying groups are
controlling the people in the
townships. The unrest had
faded out according to the
government. But it is arest at
gun-point. It is a rest only on
the surface. If you listen care-
fully you hear the thundering
continuing underneath this
restful surface, The struggle
is conlinuing though not on
the surface but in the hearts
and minds of the black youth
in South Alfrica.

Immanuel Kant said that
when rationality and moral-
ity of political leaders are not
able to achieve peace,the
only way left is the way of
catastrophe. As it seems that
the white political leaders
have already made a choice

for disaster,we have to look at
the possible nature of the
catastrophe the country is
heading for.In this connec-
tion there are different sce-
narios disaster,which to my
conviction has become
inevitable,may come
about.Let us consider a few.

1. The first scenario is that
the present regime will con-
tinue to put into action its
present programme to re-
form. The content of this
programme of course is as
even Gatsha Buthelezi said,
the best kept secret in South
Alrica. But it seems that the
state president Mr Botha, will
from time (o time make cer-
tain announcements on what
the government or rather he
has in mind for the future. So
for instance he has recently
announced in parliament
that he is going to appoint a
Prime Minister who may be a
black person. It may be an
indication that they have in
mind to bring a person like
Gatsha Buthelezi into parlia-
ment in order to convince
some blacks still having colo-
nized minds that they are
going to give the blacks par-
ticipation in the political dis-
pensation.

These announcements by
the State President will cause
a growing fear and uncertain-
ity in the minds of the whites.
This may increase Lthe sup-
port for the conservative
party which may very likely
take over their government at
the next general elections for
the whites. Such a take over
may bring about two possible
reactions. From the side of
the State President it may
force him to call into exis-
tance a military junta. He has
at least a great deal of confi-
dence that the army will
stand behind him. From the

side of the blacks, a take over
of the government by the con-
servative party can only
speed up their total resis-
tance in a revolutionary way.
[ don't and can't believe that
blacks in South Africa will be
willing to accept yet another
return to the Verwoerdian
type of Apartheid. It may
happen then that all over the
country blacks will organize a
complete stay-away for an
unlimited time- until the re-
gime has been forced to their
knees. Another possible sce-
nario is that an application of
sanctions against South Af-
rica will bring an end to the
regime within five years. The
possibility of total sanctions
from the side of the western
countries seems however
very unlikely. Should it nev-
ertheless perhaps happen, it
is stlill a debatable issue
whether the South African
regime will be able to survive
inspite of sanctions. Some
Alrican economists believe
that the country has enough
internal strength and poten-
tial to survive another fifteen
years alter total sanctions
have been applied. This still
remains a debatable ques-
tion.

A last and most frighten-
ing scenario is that a conti-
nous deepening of the spiral
violence will take place.
Continous outbreaks of vio-
lence will occur in which
more and more people will
die. This may continue for
many many years. One thing
is certain- the struggle for
liberation will not end. Noth-
ing can and will stop it again.

3. PRESCRIPTION FOR
HEALING OF THE SOUTH
AFRICAN DISEASE
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What are possible solu-
tions for the conflict in South
Africa? Most of the people will
of course say: only a conti-
nous revolution will eventu-
ally solve the problem. Of
course this is true and one
can say it without being a
Marxist. Pure intellectual
abilities, even limited intel-
lectual abilities , can tell a
person, if he/she is not
blinded by the ideology of
Apartheid, that the revolu-
tion which has already
started will not end until all
the people in South Africa,
oppressed and oppressors
are liberated.

From a political point of
view it is cleatr that there can
be and never will be a solu-
tion without the political par-
ties of the Blacks unbanned
and the political prisoners
released. Only then will au-
thentic negotiations fora new
political dispensation to
start. If the Western coun-
tries may come to their
senses in time, which seems
unlikely, they may force the
South African regime to the
negotiation table with the
authentic Black leaders. At
present the western govern-
ments still have a staunch
confidence in their white
partner in South Africa and
are naive enough to believe
that the government is on the
way towards a solution,
namely change and therefore
political stability.

But what is the challenge
and responsiblity of the
churches in this connection?
The most painful tragedy
about South Africa is the fact
that the churches, not Chris-
tianity have failed to fulfill
their task in the country.
They have thus failed both to

God and the people. It is not
the Christian faith which has
failed. I believe the Christian
faith contains the potential to
bring about solutions to any
conflict between people in
this world. It has the power to
reconcile people and to create
justice and peace in our
world. In a joint communique
released by leaders of the
African National Congress
and the leaders of the black
Dutch Reformed Church in
South Africa, they have
stated clearly that it can't be
expected from the church to
allign itself with any political
party in the country. But the
church, if it claims to be a
church, has the responsibil-
ity to be faithful to its own
nature namely to work for
justice and peace in this
world. In this, the churches
in South Africa has
failed.Considering the fact
that at least eighty percent of
all the inhabitants of the
country belong to a christian
church,it is sad and really
tragedy that in such a coun-
try the evil of apertheid could
develop and be continued to
the present inspite of the
presence of the churches.
What can and must then
the church do? I want to draw
your attention in this connec-
tion towards the master of all
philosophers as [ have drawn
your attention to two phioso-
phers in the previous points.
I want to remind you of the
words Him the founder of our
faith and the church, Jeus
Christ the son of Geod,
namely:"Happy are those
who work for peace for God
will call them His
children.”(Matthew 5:9) older
translations read: Blessed
are the peacemakers for they
will be called the children of
God". Peacemaking is some-

thing very different from
peace-loving. There are many
peace-loving people in our
world-too many of them. They
love peace but they don't
want to do anything about it.
They are like a youngman
loving a girl but does’n want
to make love with her. Peace-
making in the same way
means involvement and in-
volvement means making
something working for peace.

To make peace in our
world means that the church
has to be involved in politics.
It is one of the severe dam-
ages which white missionar-
ies have done to our people of
South Africa, namely to teach
them that Christianity
shouldn't be involved in poli-
tics. In that way they were
violating Christ's words and
His very command to His fol-
lowers. It is said that this in-
doctrination which was im-
posed by the white mission-
aries is still being continued
in the minds of Christians in
independent countries of Af-
rica, while their countries are
decolonized the Christians
still have colonized minds.
They follow the instructions
of the white missionaries as if
all those instructions were
directly given from God. How
hypocritical the white mis-
sionaries were! While they or
many of them were them-
selves deeply involved in poli-
tics by supporting the colo-
nial powers and even co-
operated with the colonial
powers, they taught the Alri-
can Christians not to be in-
volved in politics.

What must be the nature
of the Christians involvement
in the politics of their coun-
try? I believe that they must
always be aware of the fact
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that although they are in-
volved in the politcs, they
have a special responsibility
o fulfil namely to be peace-
makers. And they can only be
peacemakers il they resist
the evil (devil) within what-
ever political involvement
they may have. Here the
words of Jesus Christ are
again applicable, namely,
“You are the salt of the
earth... you are the light of
the world™ (Matthew 5;13,14)
In every aspect ol society the
Christians must shed light
around them helping people
lo see the way. But they also
have to be the salt and the
waork of the sall is lo prevent
that evil will have ils way.
This function of the salt can
cause a lot of pain. Whenever
you rub salt into a wound, it
is very painful but it purifies
and therefore heals. If you
[ullfil this function of peace-
making some people will per-
haps call you a marxist or a
communist or a radical. It
doesn’t matter what people
say or think about you. It is
only what God say aboult you
that is imporiant. And Jesus
said, il you are peacemakers,
God will call you His chil-
dren. To the youth in Africa
as a whole, I want to bring o
their attention that in the
year 2000 Africa will have the
largest number of Christians
ol all the continents. What
type of Christianity will it be?
Are we going to allow Chris-
lians be corrupted as Christi-
anity in the western world?
To the young Christians 1
‘wanl lo say sland behind
your church leaders in their
struggle for justice and
peace.Don’t allow the regime
lo creale suspicion against
the leaders. Support those

leaders who have the courage
to resist the evil and to be the
light and salt to the people. I
also want to cal upon young
African Christians (o draw
young white Christians into
the struggle for justice and
peace. Be patient with the
young white Christians.
Remember that they are kept
ignorant., They do not know
the Alrican life. They need to
be informed and even re-
christianised. They have to be
aware of the fact that they
can't claim to be Christians if
they are not willing to work
for justice and peace in this
world. Even if they belong to
the church, God won't call
them His children if they are
nol peacemakers. And peace
cannol be brought without
justice being done. The
struggle tor justice and peace
in South Alrica had been long
encugli enlirely a struggle by
blacks. It needs to become a
united struggle and together
we will overcome.

To the Christian youth in
the rest of Africa I would also
like 1o say two things: first of
all liberate yourselves from
all forms of colonized think-
ing in your faith. Do not just
allow the ways, traditions
and customs as they were
handed over to you by the
while missionaries. Rethink
your [aith within your own
situation, context, culture,
elc. Be dew-breakers inlo
new ways of understanding
Christian faith. (A dew-
breaker is someone slanding
up early in the morning and
being first o leave his fool-
sleps on the grasses covered
by dew).

In becoming dew-breakers
in new ways of understand-
ing Christian faith, also help
especially the leader people in
the churches to follow in your

[ootsteps in order to develop
decolonized minds in them as
well.

Secondly be deeply in-
volved in the development of
God's creation with all the
riches which God has putinto
his creation. In your country
there are many different
kinds of such riches. Help
your fellow-country citizens
to explore those richesin or-
der to improve the quality of
life more meaningful and the
world more human. But al-
ways remember that in all
forms of involvement, you
have to be present as salt and
light. As the salt, you have the
responsibility to protect life in
your country against decay
and make life tastzful to
God's people. As light you
have to refllect the light of the
light of the world, Jesus
Christ the Lord. in His light
which you have 1o reflect,
people will see the way to
wards developing into what
God wants them to be,

Conclusion

According to recent esti-
mations Africa will be the
continent with the largest
number ol Christians in the
world at the year 2000. What
a wonderful opportunity the
church has to influence the
minds and thinking and
therefore also the actions of
the people. 1 plead with you
not to corrupi Christianity as
the western countries have
done during the past two
centuries. Take care of the
Ckristian faith and above all
be faithful followers of Christ
Himselfl, our Lord and Savi-
our, the king of this world.

I



