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THE NDOLA DECLARATION
CONFF.R~NCEON: "CHALLENGES ON THE FUTURE OF THE AFRICAN
YOUTH IN CHURCH TODAY'

We. the del.-gates of the
Southern African Youth
Confer..n,t". comIng from
Z.,rnbla. Zimbabwe. South
AfrIca. NamIbIa, Angola,
Mozambique. BurundI.
Botswan;\. Sudan. NIgeria.
MalaWI. Lesolho. Ghana.
GambIa, and Canada gath·
ered from 1st to 71h May.
1988. in n,e Republic of
Zambia. at Ihe Nattonal Vo·
ratIonal RehabilItation
C..ntr.. ·Ndola. wllh our
them!;": "Chan..ng..s on the
Futurt' of the African Youth
In the Chur,h Today." reo
necllng on the burntng IS­
sues like: 'Ille Peare Chal­
lenge. The Development
Challenge. The Theological
Challenge and 1'lle SocIal Ac­
tion Challenge, a result of a
resolution for such a confer
ence adopted at a meeting oi
Ihe general secretaries of the
East and Soulhern Afrlean
Christian Councils in Ga­
borone. Botswana, In July
1987, and convicted by the
call eAJJressed In Isaiah 58: 6­
10:

-Is not this the kind
of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains
of InJustice.

to untie the cords of
the yoke,

to set the oppressed
free....

to share your food
wl1h the hungry'. ..

to pro\1de the poor
wnndt'n'r wuh shelter

to dothe the naked.

[fyou do these, YOllr
night will become Ilk.. the
noonday.' Resolve the fol·

lowl 19:

I. We have noticed that In
spite oflls polltlcallndepend­
enee, Afrlca's development Is
still hampered by economic
dependence on capitalist
Western Countries.
We therefore call upon the
Afrtcan youth to support the
movement toward a new In­
ternaUona.! economic order.
We will respond to the sacred
calling of Cod to engage In
holy labour by supporting
Indigenous developm ...~t
projects like:

(I) buying lorally
manufartured goods and
lending our support to
Southern African Develop­
ment and Coordlnatlon
Commltee (SADCC), Prefer·
entlal Trade Area (PTA). and
other like organlsatkms.

Uil starling self-help
projects.

(Ill) taking pride In
our African Cuilure.

2. We call upon the Funda­
mentalist churches and or·
ganlsatlons to develop a the­
ology relevant to life and
death reality In our suffering
world.
3. We have noted that an Im­
portant way of pracllslng
theology Is nol relevanl to our
situation. We therefore caU
upon the churches to develor
a ronlextua! theology from
the grassroots which will also
draw our sacrffi African cul­
ture.
4. In soltdarlly with the
Erulllanlc,,1 Decade of
Wom('n. we call lIpon our
dltlf(~hes10 supporl the ordl·

nation of women and to en·
courage them to fully partici­
pate In the leadership of the
church.

5. We further pledge our soli·
daruy In Southern Africa's
fight agalnsl the Impertallst
exploitative support of the
racist regime and the Inhu­
mnn and barbariC regime of
South AfrIca agalnsllhe mn­
JOrity.
6.ln view of the above we call
for:

III The unconditional re·
lease of all the pollllcal pris­
oners and Imprtsoned chil­
dren of Sbuth Africans and
Namlblans.

(U) l'he unbannlng of
banned political organlsa·
tions and the returned of ex­
ties.

(UII The Immediate Uft·
Ing of the Imposed state of
emergency.

(Iv) The Immedlale With­
drawal of South African
lroops from Angola and
Namibia.

Iv) A stop of South
Africa's aggressIon and des­
tabilisation pollcles on tht'
FronUlne States.

7. We calion:
(\} All Christian youth to

commit themselves to pray
ro"d work for the downfall of
the Pretoria regime and to
give material support
through the OAU llberal~",n

funds In their re~r<:cllv('

countries. to Sol.lh ,4J'rlca
and NamibIa In their 'lghl for
total UberaUon and for refu-



gee programme.
lU) The UN to imple­

ment Resolution No. 435 on
Namibia.

(Ill) All the progres­
sive youth and the liberation
forces to come together to
fight the oppressor regtme
since we believe in unity we
stand and divided we fall.
8. We urge all peace loving
nallons of the world to sup­
port the economic sanctions
on South Afrlca'S apartheid
regIme In order to accelerate
Its downfall so as to avoid
mo~ bloodshed in South
Afrtca and Namibia.
9. We calion all churches and
youth organisations to pro­
mote consclentlsatlon
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programmes and to give ma­
terial support to organisa­
tions or committees in charge
ofrefugees from SouthMrlca,
Namibia. and other parts of
Africa. Where there Is no
such refugees organisations
or committee, we resolve to
create one to care for such
refugees.
10. We call upon the South
African President P.W.Botha,
to grant clemency to all patri­
ots on death row, to forthwlth
stop all treason trials, and to
stop the death sentence as a
form of punlshnient.
11. To express our solidarity
wlth the South Africans and
Namlblansln thelrstrnggle to
topple the Pretoria regime, we
resolve as soon as possible to:

(I) wlthdrawall funds

and Interactions with
Barclay's (First Nallonal)
standard banks and other fi­
nancial Instltlutlons with
dealings In South Africa.

(tI) partlclpatefuUy In
and encourage cultural boy_
cotts.

(Ill) boycott all South
African goods.
12. We resolve to fonn a con­
tinuous committee. to be
based in Zimbabwe, out ofthe
participants of this confer­
ence whose task wUl be to set
up a network of youth and
student organlsallons to fa·
cilltate information sharing
and exchange programmes,
to follow up In six month's
time on the resolutions here
recorded, and to plan for fur­
ther conferences of this na­
ture.

-------------------------------
THE CHURCH/STATE

CONFLICT
WHAT HAS HAPPENED?

• On 24 FebruaIj' 1988, 17 or­
ganisations, Including the
UDF, DPSC, and other
groups were effectively
banned.
• The following week church
leaders walked from St.
George's Cathedral in Cape
Town to parliament to pres­
ent a petition protesting the
bannings. Some chureh
leaders were IlrTested (In­
cluding Archbishop 'I\itu,
Dr. Boesak, Archbishop
Naidoo. Rev. Chlkane. Rev.
MgoJo).
• P.W. Botha, In response to
this protest, wrote a letter to

• ArchbiShop Thtu asking
him Ifhe Is 'servtng the King­
dom ofGod or Kingdom ofthe
SACP and ANC'.

• Bishop Thtu was supported
in his stand of protest by the
Anglican bishops of South
Africa who said We question
the right to define what Is
spiritual or decide what Is
valid Christian witness.'
• Rev. Chlkane, general sec­
retary of the SACC, wrote a
letter to P.W. Botha in sup­
port ofthe church posUJon of
protest.

• P.W.Botha responded to
Rev. Chlkaneaccuslng himof
promoting hatred and revolu­
tion.

• Forty-five leading theologi­
ans from theological faculties
and departments across the
land came oul In supporl of
the church leaders and ex­
plained that ·the chulTh hasa
clear Biblical ba!;ls for Its pro
test and Is In acrord with Iht
mainstream of Christian 1m­
dillon In reslstlng InJusllre.'


