
E D I T O R I A L R E D A K S t O N E E . 

Women and the Church 
A considerable sect ion of th is month's issue 

devoted to the role of women in the Church. 
IS 

T h i s should surprise no one since women who, 
l ike the poor, have always been and w i l l always be 
with us have in recent times become News in a very 
b ig way. They form, in our day. a topic of such 
actual i ty that a journal l i ke ours can hardly afford 
to ignore them. 

F igur ing prominently among the new demands 
being made by enl ightened women of our time is 
the demand for meaningful part ic ipat ion in the l i f e 
of the Church. Churchwomen are becoming increas­
ingly rest ive and this rest iveness is basical ly caused 
by the real isat ion that, in spite of their nun>erical 
super ior i ty, they have in the oast been fobbed off 
with the shortest end of thes t i ck : the role of women 
in the Church has been |ust as circumscribed and 
l imited as in secular soc iety . 

Males and especia l ly male clergy have up to the 
present dominated not only the l i fe but in fact the 

very th ink ing of the Church. Men have been granted 
the freedom to be other than sexual beings whereas 
women have been ident i f ied by their sexual i ty in the 
f i rs t pi a c t 

Th is bisexual v iew of humanity which Has held 
sway in the Church for so long is now being deter* 
minedly chal lenf *d and i t i s already becoming ob­
vious that th is l i i a l l enge w i l l u l t imately entai l a 
radical reorientat ion of Chr is t ian thought and prac­
t ice . A whole new range of neglected human values 
is being discovered, as i t were for the f i rs t t ime, 
and the impact ot th is discovery upon the very l i fe 
of the Church could wel l prove to be nothing less 
than revolut ionary. 

We have inv i ted a number of women to contribute 
their thoughts on th is subject to th is issue. For we, 
too, bel ieve that the time has come for the Church 
to pay more than l ip service t o the B ib l i ca l statement 
of pr inciple that for us who are the chi ldren of God 
by faith in Chr is t there is neither male nor f * * ia le ( 

for we are a l l one in Christ Jesus. 

Nogeens: Godsdiens en Politiek 
BY E T L I K E GELEENTHEDE is d i t ons reeds 

verwyi dat ons in ons art ikels en redaksionele kom-
mentaar te veel klem laat val op die po l i t iek , en ver-
moedelik dan te min op die s t ig te l i k godsdienstige. 

Ons redaksionele beleid is egter nog deurgaans 
gevest ig opd ie oortuiging da t ju is die ware godsdiens 
ons dwing omkennis te neem van die po l i t iek ; dat die 
navolging van Christus ook, en d ikwels by u i ts tek, 
"n ernsttge en onontwykbare pol i t ieke verantwoorde-
hkheid behels* 

By nadere ondersoek blyk d i t gewoonlik dat d ie-
gene wat so bedag is daarop om tog die godsdiens 
ten a l lekos te tev rywaar teen d ie .Bbesmet t ing f ' vand ie 
po l i t i ek , of heeltemal onbybels te werk gaan in hul 
wereldvreemde benadenng tot die godsdiens of *n 

heiml ike vrees koester dat hul eie pol i t ieke beskou-
inge nie die toets van 'n werk l ik deegl ike ondersoek 
in die l i g van die bybelse morahte i t sal deurstaan 
n ie . 

Godsdiens i s , volgens die opdrag van Christus 
self , ook naastediens, en die ware po l i t i ek gaan 
wesenl ik om naastediens. Daarom durf geen Christen 
hom die luukse veroorloof om horn met skoongewaste 
Pi latushande te distansieer van die po l i t i ek n ie . 
Daarom ook bted ons geen verskomng aan vir die 
p lasmg van prof- A .M. Hugo se kwel lende dog uiters 
stimulerende ar t ike l oor die Chns te l i ke geloof en 
die po l i t iek in hierdie ui tgawe me . D i t verdien om 
deur e lke, veral stemgeregt'gdc. Christen in hierdie 
land met ernstige aandag gelees en oorpems te word. 

Black Theology 
After centuries of subservience to the whi te 

( technica l ly superior) man, the black man has ex­
perienced psycholog ica l , sp i r i tua l , economic and 
cultural depr ivat ion. He experiences himsel f as 
inferior and his digni ty - discovered over-agamst the 
whi te man (he is a non-white) * is impaired. 

The Movement of Black Power, or iginated in the 
U«S.A. is a move by blacks to discover themselves. 
Separatism is seen as a temporary necessity to deve­
lop a power equal to the whites - economic power, 
cul tural power, sp i r i tua l power - so that the hand of 

fnendshio may be received and extended from a 
posi t ion of par i ty. 

Black Theology is seen as the theological area 
of l iberat ion (from oppression, and to digni ty) that 
has i ts counterpart in the cu l tu ra l , economic and 
po l i t i ca l areas. 

In our Let ters column speci f ic reference is made 
to th is subject in a way that w i l l make many of our 
readers pause for thought. We ourselves shal I un­
doubtedly have to return to th is subject again and 
again in future issues. 
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