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ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS
Peter Randall

The announcement that the
World Council of Churches has
decided to give money to guerilla
groups in Southem Africa will
force Christians in this country
to examine their own positions,
motives and strategies, The appa-
rently simple question whether one
‘supports or condemns the WCC's
move involves a complex of con-
victions, hopes and fears, In fact
it is not a simple question at all,
and hasty or panic reactions are
quite unhelpful.

LAW AND ORDER - THE NUB

The immediate reactions of
local Church leaders, as quoted
in the press, seem to fall into this
category. The Anglican Bishop of
Johannesburg is reported as saying
that it is intolerable for support to
be given inthe name of Christianity
to subversive movements which
stand for violent attacks on law
and order'. This begs the most
important questions: what is law
and order - the present position
in South Africa? s the maintenance
of ‘law and order’ in our country
by such violent means as arbitrary
detentions, the break-up of African
family life, and the whole vast
machinery of discrimination and

oppression tolerableto the Christian
conscience? Since local efforts,
including those of the Churches,
to bring about meaningful change
have been ineffectual, it is at
least understandable that the WCC
should look for more exireme
methods., This is not necessarily
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to condone the methods they have
chosen,

CLOCKWORK PREDICTABILITY

The totally predictable response
of the Actuary of the N.G. Kerk,
that the WCC took its decision
because it ‘'is biased in favour of
Communism’, merely shows the
dangerous effects of isolation (rom
the mainstream of Christian think-
ing, The amazement and incredu-
lity of the ‘Archdeacon of the
Cape' is similar evidence of an
even less forgivable lack of
understanding of what has been
happening in the Christian Church
outside the Republic, No one who
has been aware of this can be
particularly surprised by the
WCC's decision.

It looks as though we are head-
ing for a polarisation among South
African Christians, which may
unfortunately largely follow racial
and those who condemn the WCC
for its decision. There will un-
doubtedly be a great deal of theolo-
gical argument in the coming months
to justify standpoints one way or
other,

DISASSOCIATION - GREATER
ISOLATION

There are at the same time a
number of mundane and practical
aspects of the matter which should
not be lost sight of in what will
probably be an emotion-laden
debate, Undoubtedly there will
be a stronger movement for all
the Churches in South Afriea to
pull out of the World Council. If
this succeeds it will only worsen
the position within the country,

making us, in our greater isolation,
all the more impervious to des-
perately-needed change.

Some of the more mundane
considerations can be expressed
in the form of pertinent questions
which one would like the WCC
to clarify:

The amounts of money granted
to the liberation groups such
as the ANC and SWAPO (between
R14,280 and R17,850) are hardly
sufficient to do more than give
some moral encouragement to them.
In the face of the economic and
military might of the South African
government, which these groups
are openly working to overthrow,
and which thus will take every
step to protect itself, the sums
of money are pitiably inadequate
to bring about change in the
Republic,

AID AN INEFFECTUAL
GESTURE?

So do we have here yet another
futile and ineffectual gesture which
the gentlemen of Geneva have
made from the safety of their
committee rooms to appease their
own comnsciences or to appease
the world’'s desire for radical
change in Southern Africa?

Is the WCC in fact guilty of
the crime, the old man's crime, of
encouraging young men to go to
war and lose their lives, while
they sit comfortably behind the
lines? Few will be naive enough
to believe the pious assurance
that the money given to the libera-
tion movements will be used for
‘non-military’ purposes, The libe-
ration movements are essentially
military in nature and whatever
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implication, like to see killed, have
a oall on the compassion of thedr
fellow Christians, Or have White
African Christians finally
been written off as beyond redemp-
tion?

A SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED

Woman Social Worker reguired to assist part-time ina
Community Development Project among the wowen of the

African Independent Churches. A recognised gqualification
will be & recommendation, although not essential,

Phone: Mra, te Siepe - between 8.30 and 9.00 a.m.

724-0348.

ENDORSED OUT — TO IRELAND

David Shanahan

in the official letter or in subse-
quent interviews which Father

Shanahan had with various officials,
On August 28th, five days before

the expiry date of his permit,
Father Shanshan was told by his
Religious Superior to be ready to
leave that evening. This he did.

Father Shanahan had been In
South Africa for omly ome year,
after haviag spent siz months
studying 1o Sesotho in Lesotho.
He was firmt stationed in Sharpe-
ville and moved to Evaton Town-

ship. near Versaniging, in Jaouary,
1970,

At the airport Father Shanahan
insisted that he had not been
involved in any political activity
and did not understand why he
had been refused permission to
stay. The only reason that he
could think of was that he had
"‘preached against unjust laws, in
particular the migratory labour



