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Here, U weet alles, U weet dat ons

Gelieldes in onse Here Jesus Christus. die doel waarvoor ons van-

aond hier bymekaar

het, is om ons as gelowiges wat die

Eoninkryk van Jesus bely en Sy koms verwag., voor God te verocot-
moedig en ons opnuut aan Sy diens toe te wy.

Die aanleiding tot ons some-
koms is ons droefheid en ons kom-
mer oor tekens watl ons in ons
Christelike volkslewe bespeur dat
die Christelike getuienis slegs nog
onder sekere voorwaardes aan-
vaar wil word. As dit lyk na 'n
oorskryding van die grense waar-
binne, scos gemeen word, die
enigate moonltlikheid van die hei
van ons volk 16, dan word dit ge-
smaod met 'n smaad wat aan ver-
vioeking grens, Dit het riskant ge-
word om slegs maar te wys op
die implikasies wat sekere ele-
mente van die Bybelse getuienis
inhou &6k vir Suid-Afrika, 'n land
wat by uitstek gekenmerk word
deur sy heterogene bevolking en
sy verskeidenheid van rasse. Cp
serere punte word dit net nie
meer amvoar dot ons nie van
brood alleen sal lewe nie, moor
van elke woord wat deur die
mond van God uitgaan.

In 'n situasie waarin alles doar-
op bereken is om ons identitsit
as n blanks ras te behou en te
bewaar, is doar veral twee essen-
sieel-Bybelse grondgedagtes wat
ears 56 _geinterpreteer” moet
word dot dit algekoel word soos
'n koolvuur in die waler voordat
dit vir so baie van ons volks- en
geloolsgenole aonneemlik is. Ek
dink aon die Bybelse waorheid
dat die Kerk van Christus na sy
wese édn ig, en aan 'n ewe suiwer
Bybelse waarheld dat dlle gelo-
wiges, oor alle natuurlike en
maatskaplike en kulturele grense
heen, in Chrislug &én is. En ons

kan nog ‘n derde daaraan toe-
voeqg, wal hierdie twee gencem-
des insluit en omvat dat ook in
ons veelrassige land, as dit im-
mers n Christelike land is, die
Woord van God die enigste norm
is vir die inrigting en ordening
vem die samelewing, op kerklike,
sosiale. kulturele, ekonomiese en
politieke gebied.

Die getuienisse van die Woord
van God aangoande hierdie din-
ge word wel nie openlik ontken
nie, moar doar is fog onrusbao-
rende !endense le bespeur, & om
dis volkslewe so daarteen te ver-
skans doil dit as abstrakie waor-
hede buite ons bestoan, & om dit
=0 fe kwdlifisesr en te interpre-
teer dat die eintlike belekenis en

U liefhet

oltek daarvan verydel word. Om
op hierdie inkonsekwensies waar-
aan die Christelike geloof ook kan
ten gronde gaan, slegs te wys, het
gevaarlik geword, Die openbare
mening, soms ook die volkswil ge-
noem, kom doarieen in verset
Hou ons daarby in gedagle daot
die volkswil by die gesagsdraers
soms swaarder skyn te weeg as
die wil van Geod, dan is dit duide-
lik dat die Christelike getuienis in
sc n situasie vroeer of later nood-
wendig in die verdrukking moet
(Blaai om ah.)

AT GOD'S DISPOSAL

— ROBERT ORHE.

To enler into o covenant with God is. | believe. o solemn and

perilous adventure.
WE HAVE SINNED

A covenant is a personal rela-
tionship with God. And man
he is. we as we are, cannot even
approach God, far less enter into
a personal relationship with Him,
without repentance. For God is
holy and we are sinners. As in-
dividuals ond os a notion, the
charge sheet of our sins is long
and alarming, There is s0 much
of which we musl repent

There is our reluctance 1o recog-
nise o man as a brother in Chnst
because he speaks a different lon-
guage, belongs to a different race
or a different political party. We
do not see, we will not see, that
if we have Christ in common, we
have all things in common

Thers is our evil tendency to let
our thoughts and actions be go-
verned, not by the will of God os
ravealed [n the Seripturss, but by
the customs and traditions of our

(Contlnued on page 3)
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Here, U weet alles,

U weet dat ons
U liefhet

iVervoly van Madsy 1)

¥om. Ons het die onistellende
voorbode daarvan gesien: die op-
geswespié ODENDare mening teen
die Christelike [nstituut en die
bled PRO VERITATE, kon hom,
tot die verbystering van baie, op
'n gegewe momenl roncliseer &0
konsolideer 1n 'n offisiele geregs-
hondeling.

Maar ons is nie vanaand hier
om o5 aankloers van onder voor
God op te tree nie. Ons gee ons
shogs rekenskap van die situasie
wat besig ls om rondom die Chris-
talike gefuienis in ons land te ont-
wikkel. En ons het seker die reg
om daarop aconspraak te maak
dat wat an die Christelike Inst-
tuut en die blad PRO VERITATE
gedoen word, oan die Christelike
getuienis a3 sedanig gedoen
word, Die beataonsreg van die
Instituut sowel as die blad staoan
ol val doarmee dat ons hierdie
aanspraak sal volhou. I[mmers,
alle lede van die Christelike In-
stituut en clle medewerkers van
PRO VERITATE, sal moet besel
dat ons nie doarmee mag voort-
goan as dit jets anders is a= 'n
diens -— en niks meer as 'n be-
skeie diens nie — oan die Chris-
telike getuienis. Doarmee wil ons
dus meteenz sé dat ons oan-
spraak nie 'n pretensie van al-
leenreg 'n . monopolie” op die
Christelike getuienis bevat nie.
Ons wil niks meer doen as om die
Christelike getuienis te dien en fe
bevorder nie. Ons wil die Kerk,
wat in die ecerste insionsie door-
toa gercep en {oegerus is, nie ver-
dring nie. Ons wil die Kerk slegs
dien op alle moontlike maniere.
Dit gaan vir ons om die woarhede
van God wat Hy aan die Kerk
toevertrou het.

En dit is dit, die getulenis oan-
gacmde die waarheid, wat in die
situcrsie wadarin ons cons bevind,
onder so ‘'n sware verdenking
staan, s¢ grondig gewantrou
word, =0 aisEuwel{l: misverstaan
word. Nie slegs één Christelike
organisasie en één Christelike
blad nie, maar die Christelike ge-
tuienis =ell ia in die gedrang!
Doorom is ons vanaand hier, om
ons oor hierdie toedrag von soke
voor God te vercotmoedig.

———
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Dit beteken dat ons ons nie as
onskuldiges op 'n afstand kan
stel van wat ons so diep betreur
nie. Ons treur nie oor wanver-
houdinge wat buile ons lewens-
kring besioon nie, mocr ons is sel
doorby betrokke. Barste wat be-
sig is om hulle tot emstige breuke
t2 verwyd, he! doar gekom in die
verhouding tussen broer en broer,
vader en kind, kinders en cuers
Christena uit sen huis en uit een
kring wil mekoar nie meer ken
nie, wil nie meer met mekoor ge-
oesosiser word, in mekoor ze 98-
selskap opgemerk word nie. Doar
word baie kwetlsende dinge ge-
doen en gese wat Christus fot
groot cneer strek, Daar word
leed en vernedering verduur.
Veel geesteliko lyding is ol bergk-
ken.

5o ver is dit gewis nog nie dat
hulle wat deur hierdie dinges ge-
trel word, hulle troos wil soek in
wet Jesus as onvermydelike ver-
drukking voorgehou het aan hulle
wat a8y getuies is nie, Ons mag
of wil nie voorboria wees in die
torelening van die eer dat ons
besiq i3 om die litekens wvan
Christus in ons liagame te ont
vang nie. Ons voel dit alles eer-
der can aa ‘n diep-onaelukkige
vertroebeling wvon wverhoudinge
binna &é&n Chrislelike gemeen-
skap woarvon ons almal soam
lede is. Dooarem wil ons onsself
ni= in alles regverdig en die skuld
clags by andar soek nie. Ons wil
ons skuld voor God bely. In wat-
ter male is ons skuldig dograon
det dit in ons Christelike wvolks-
lewes s0 ver gekom het? Het ons
doaroor nie jels méér te bely o=
miskien ‘n enwaorogtiqe skynbe-
lydenis ter salfregverdiging nie?
Dat ons van niks anders as die
wioxrrheid van God wil getuig nie,
sl ons niks moet oot val nie. Ons
sal dit ook suiwer moet hou en
noulettend moet woak dat elke
ganklag van die teendeel onge-
grond is en bly. Maar is ons ver-
troudheid met Gods Woord von
=2 'n aord dat ons self volkome
dhiidelikheid het cor wat Sy wil
i=? Besef ons ook dat die Christe-
like getuienis iets van die ver-
droagsaamheid en geduld wvan
God =elf moet weerspiegl, en nie
histeries moe! raak as daar in die
lewe van mense moeisoom mee
gaworstel word nie? Het die
Christus van Wie ons meen om te
geluig, in ons ele lewe 'n gestalte
gekry? Is ons lielde louter, soos
die lielde woarmee Hy ons liefoe-

had het? Kon ons aon elkeen wat
van ons rekenskap eis, verant
woording doen van die hoop wat
in ons isy

Vraoe soos hierdie is nie ocorbo-
dig nie, moar noodsaaklik vir ons
heiliging. Dit moet ons steeds op
ons knieé hou in verooctmoedi-
ging. Die consprack dat ons van
die waarheid van God wil getuig,
moel ons ;uis diep lagt buig voor
Hom. Wont ..ons het hierdie skat
n erdekruike, sodat die voortrei-
itkheid von die krag mog wees
van God en nie uit ons nie™ (2
Kor. 4:7.)

Nie in eie krog en eie wysheid
nio, nie mel aonstootlike preten-
zies nie. maar alleen deur Gods
genade kan ons sy werktuie wees
wat mel woord en daad. in bely-
deniz en lewe die boodskap dra
van die komende nuwe hemele
en ‘'n nuwe corde woarin gereg-
tigheid woon.,

Vir niemand is die stryd om
heiliging o swoar soos vir hulle
wal deur God in ay diens geheilig
is nie. Hulle weet wat dit kos om
te midde van bose agterdog en
wantroue na eensgesindheid en
broederlielde te soek: om L2 'aidde
van baat en smaad die kwaod nie
me! kwaod en skeldwoorde nie
met skeldwoorde te vergeld nie,
maar infeendeel {e seén omdat ons
doartoe gercep is; om in 'n atmos-
feer van leuen en onwoaaragtig-
heid. waarin die badenklikste mid-
dele soms deur die doel geheilig
word, hulle tong te bewoor vir wat
yerkeard is an hulle lippe dot hul-
le geen bedrog spreek nie; om af
te wyk van wat verkeerd is en te
doen wat goed is; om onder alles
die vrede ts sock en dit ng te

Alleen hulle wat hierdie stryd
stry en daarin wolhard, sal hulle
nie hoe! te skoom of te ontslel
ocr wat hulle aon pyn en vermne-
dering op hulla weg mag teen-
kom nie. Alleen hulle kon doar-
mee Yrede hi o= dogr von hulle
kwaad gespreek word soos van
kwoaoddoeners — hulle wot met 'n
goeie gewete in die gemeenskap
met God weet dat dit iz ter wille
van die geregligheid,

'n Kart boodskap dewr dr. B. FEngelbrecht
van die NG, Kerk, Johannesbirg-Ous,
By geleentheid van die Chelstelike Ti-
stitunt e Toewvdingsdiens, §r. Marv's-
Katedraal, 24 Tunie 1965,
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At God's Disposal

(Continued from page 1)

limes, even where we sees that
these are directly opposed to
God's will.

There iz our habit of putting
policy above people, of shoving
men and women arcund to suil
ourselves, or to [it in with our
theories of where they should
be, our habit of treating persons,
not cs those for whom Christ died,
but as things, as mecans to an end.

There i the way we separate
husband and wile, parents and
children, in klatant contradiction
of God's command.

There is our sosul-destroying
cpathy, and leck of zeal for the
¥ingdom of God, and pur corrupt-
ing preference for our own securi-
ty end comfort.

There iz our stubborn blind-
ness to the things that truly
make for ocur peace, and our
eager willingness to listen to the
false prophets who shout "Peace!
Poace!” when there is no pecce.

There is our sasy acceptance of
the barely-concealed hostility
between the Afikaans- and Eng-
lish-speaking churches, the lock
of any sustained and deep effort
to come logether as brothers in
Christ so that together we may
seek God's will for cur peoples.

It is not good enough o say
that we are not responsible for
some of these things. If we did
not do them, then others have
done them on our bshalf, and
they are justified in toking our
silence for consent.

There iz only one thing we can
do when we face such sing as
these. Thaot iz to say from the
heart; " We have {elt undone those
things which we ought to have
done, end we have done those
things which we ought not fo
have done . . . Thou, O Lord, have
mercy upen us, miserable of-
fenders.”

GOD'S AGENTS

Covenanting with Ged iz a so-
lemn ond perilous undertaking
because we are putling oursslves
utterly at God's disposal. A co-
venant is far from o cozy and com-
fortable family relationship with
God in which we congratulate
ourselves on being on such good
terms with God, The people of
Israel made this mistake, cnd we
heve gone on making this mistoke

PRO VERITATE
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ever since., Izrgel bound them-
selves to God, covenanted with
God, at Mount Sinai, and God's
response was the gift of the low,
and a clear call to them 1o obhey
that law, to live as his people. A
covenont i never o commercial
bargoin or g legal contract.
Rather it is our pledge of loyalty
ond obedience to God who has
chosen us, unworthy as we are,
to serve him. Thaot loyalty and
that obedience are unconditional.
Nothing less than total loyalty is
worthy of God's overwhelming
gift of love and forgiveness.

[t is o dangerous thing in any
country and o cmy time to pledge
cur entire cbedience to God, Qur
Lord himsell saw thizs dearly: "
have not come to bring peace,
but o sword. 1 have come o set
a maon agdginst his  father, a
daughter agcainst her mother, a
voundg wile against her mother-
indaw.'" Again he said "All will
hate you for your ollegicnece to
me." Agaoin he said: "They will
bon vou from the synogogues; in-
deed, ths time is coming when
anyorne who kills you will sup-
pose that he is performing a re-
ligicus dutly”. His words have
been proved in ene century aiter
cnother. No wonder a {omous
Christiom of our own day said
simply: "When Christ bids o man
come and follow, he bids him
come cnd die.” To chey Geod
rather than mem alwoays meons
running the tigk of turning your
family against you, and of turning
the cutherities in religion and the
site against vou.

Yet, if we have mony wornings,
we alao have many assurances.
We have the ossurcmee of Christ's
vresence, the cssuremece that the
Spirit will oulde us both in our
thinking and in our speaking, the
gesurance that if we endure the
strain of persecution then we ore
no more than following in his
footsteps, ond have couse for re-
inicing.

Chir covenant with God calls us
ta put God, God's will, first in our
lives, We are ot his disposal for
him fo use us or dizcard us os
he pleases. Perhaps he will
crown our fmithfulness with the
miracle of suceess, More likely
he will impose on us the painful
ond balflling discipline of failure.
We are at God's dispozal, to be
his agents in the wearld We ore
to allow his true and living Word
to be spoken to the world through

us, even if the world does not
listen. We are to proclaim (sod's
judgment on all things that dis-
please him. We are to proclaim
his approval on dll things that de-
light his justice and love. We are
fo preclaim his forgiveness and
mercy on sinful men. Where men
are hostile, ond suspicious of one
emother, we are to be the pecce-
mekers. Where men insult and
wound one another, we are to be
the aogents of reconciliction.
Where men ore in need, of the
body, mind, or spirit, we are fo
bring all human and divine re-
saurces to bear to meet that need.
Where all is turmoil ond crisis,
where men's hearts are failing
them for fear, we are fo bring the
cquiet confidence that comes from
waiting on God,

To covenont with God is to
spend and be gpent for him, To
covenoant with God iz a =zolemn
and dongerous adventure, God
grant us the grace and truth we
need to make this covenomt in
honesty and sincerity, and the
courctge not only to make it, but
to keep it

An address given hy the Rev. R. Orr of
St. Andrew's Presbyterion Church, Pre-
toria, at a Cevenant Service held by the
Christian Institnte of Southern Africa in
St. Mary's Cathedral, Johannesburg, on
Thursdav 24 June, 1965,
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RePORT OF THE 1964 SOCIETY on
"THE FUTURE OF SOUTH AFRICA"

A STUDY BY BRITISH CHRISTIANS

The “1964 Society™ is a Study Group founded in Grahamstown towards the end

of 194,

It is concerned principally with studying the current social, political and

moral problems of South Africa. Its membership comprises Christians, Jews and micn
of good will all of whom are prepared lo recognise the relevance of spirifual and
moral principles for social, political and economic life. The members of the 15964
Society” are studenis and professional men with expert knowledge in their own

particular Felds.

A committee was appointed by the 1964 Society in March this

vear (o examing the report submitted to the British Council of Churches and published
as “The Future of South Africa”™, with a view to establishing some form of dialogue
with Christians in the United Kingdom, On this committes were experts in law,
cconomics, anthropology and the political and social sciences as well as philosophers
and theologians belonging to the Anglican, Duich Reformed, Methodist, Preshyierian

and Roman Catholic communions.

The report of this special committee was sub-

mitled 10 the “1964 Societv” in May and adopted after some minor changes had
been made in it Afer a brief outline of the original report published by the British
Council of Churches the findings of the “1964 Society™ will be given together with
a reporl submitted by the “1964 Socicly’s™ cconomic cxperis.

The Report of the British Council
of Churches, ‘
The report falls into four main

eclions:

(1) Sects. I-IV — stating the terms
of reference, reasons for special
interest in South Africa, the
spirit of the enquiry and a his-
tory of the contact with the
churches in South Africa;

(2) Sect. ¥V — an analysis of tLhe

esent position in 5.A.;

(1 Eﬂs. VI-VIIT — a discussion
of alternatives to apartheid
(notably partition, federation
and unﬁary state and the prac-
ticability and advisability of
cconomic sanctions).

(4) Sects. IX and X — South West
Africa and the High Commis-
sion Territories.

Sections (1) o (3) were con-
sidered in detail; (4) was nol
discussed.

Readers are referred to the offi-
cial summary of the Report submit-
ted to the Brtish Council of
Churches. This was published as a
supplement 10 “Pro Veritate™ on
November |5, 1964

FINDINGS

Terms of Reference

It was noted that the concern of
the British Council of Churches in
the South African situation appear-
ed (o stem primarily from a sense
of Britain’s guilty involvement and
responsibility, both historically and

in terms of her having to take de-
cisions affecting South Africa. In
particular the Council was concern-
ed by the fact that many Chnstians
in Britain benefit from and indirect-
[y support South African policy
through heavy investment. The So-
ciety accepted the relevance of this
enquiry for Christians in Britain, in
terms of their own Christian action.
(The British Council of Churches is
not attempting 1o legislate for
Christians in South Africa.)

The Present Position

The Society considered the ana-
lyses of the present situation at some
length and accepted it in general as
a true reflection, but with certain
rescrvations. The more important
are:
fa) in graph 43 of the report
it states lﬂ?“mmnhﬁd} is funda-
mentally a nctwork of legal pro-
visions which, combined with the
prohibition of African trade unions,
has the effect of obliging the Afri-
can {0 sell his labour at an unjust
price. This alome (our emphasis)
accounts for the very high dividends
that are possible . . . apartheid
system results in seven million he-
lots. On this exploited labour the
profitability of investment in S.A.
depends.”

The economic specialist of the
Society dismissed as fallacious the
argument that high dividends could

y be accounted for in terms of
the cheapness of the available la-

bour. He pointed out that, in the
first instance, such an argument
concentrated merely on the supply
aspect of the matter, making no re-
ference whatever to the demand;
that even in connection with the
supply aspect nothing is said of
other important factors such as na-
tural advantages; that in assessing
the cheapness of labour the produc-
tivity of the labour has to be taken
info account; that other facors such
ay tariff protection enjoyed by South
African ucts were likewise ig-
nored by the report. It was felt, in
addition, that the comparative
tables in paragraph 44 were mean-
ingless as they stood. (See Appen-
dix A.) On the whole the Society
regretted that the cogencey of the
moral argument was vitiated by du-
bious economics. Although the So-
ciety recognised economics and mo-
rality to be closely connected, some
of the economic arguments are fal-
ladt?u? h 47 bl

(b) In paragrap a table com-
paring tﬁ; average African and
White wages over a period of 15
vears was presented. Here again it
was pointed out that the facts shown
were misleading as arbitrary base
periods had been chosen and the
figures stopped short in 1961, afler
which date there had been a notable
improvement in certain African
wages. .

(¢) Concerning a key sentence in
paragraph 51. i?:‘ . inexorable
compression gradually creating con-
ditions for a explosion™) the
Society took the view that the ‘in-
cxorable compression’ was caused
mare by political than by economic
faciors. The present Governmenl
was hardly likely to wish explicitly
to keep down the African economi-
cally and one should perhaps allow
that it was ‘carly days’ vet in the
implementation of its economic bet-
terment plans, to pass a final judge-
ment.

(d) Tn paragraphs 24-26 the Re-
port discusses the ‘Bantustan’ poli-
ey and reaches the conclusion that
separate development as a whole,
and Bantustans in particular hold

{Continued on page 6)
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Inleidi tikel

Die ASB.

ern ons

Volgens persberigle hei die onlangs gehoue
A S B-konares met onistelienis kennis geneem wan
die {eit dat ons blad aan studentekoshuise uilgepos
word en is dan ook gevra dot , hierdie verspreiding
deur ons os Alrikcanse studente tecgewerk moet
word.” 1 Mesie met dié strekking is don ook can-
vaar.

Die A.S.B, is 'n studente-organisasie wat hom-
soll op Christelik-nasionale grondslag gestel het.
Die insluiting van die weord "Christelik” gee dus
enigiemand die reg om te verwag dat die basiese
maatstal wat die orgonisasie sal aanlé by die be-
oordeling van ‘n Christelike blad ‘'n Christelike sal
wees. dws. die mootstaf van die Woord van God.
Niks szl ons meer verbly as dal alle dergelike
organisasies wat aandui dat hulle Chnstelik ge-
grond is (wotler ander byvoeglikte noomwoorde
daarmna ook can die "Christehk” gekoppel word)
sonder of saam met ons die vraggstukke van die
dag in dis lig van die Sknif sal bespreek nie. Die
vraag is of die AS.B. asook die Christenstiudente
wert daarcan behoer! al ecsit erns gemaak het om
die slandpunte en meninge wat in PRO VERITATE
uiteengesit word, te bestudeer en in die lig van
Gods Woord te becordeel? Ons indruk is dat die
ASB. in gedienslige onderdanigheid scamproaot
met ander instansies wat die blad verdag wil voor-
stel sonder om enige vooralgoande deeglike onder-
soek op grond van die Skri! in le stel.

As die leierskop van die ASB. meen dal ons
hulle onregverdig beocordeel dan wil ons nou die
erganisasie uitnooi om in plaas van bloot negatiewe
besluite 12 neem, it one 'n artikel te besorg woarin
duidelik oongedui word op watter Bybelse of Chris-
lelike gronde die blad afgekeur en bestry moet
word. Niks sal ons meer genoeé verskal as om die
geleentheid vir so 'n verantwoordelike dialoog cor
die sack e skep nie. Dit behoort tog seker ook die
kenmerk te wees von studente wat as )
wil bekendstoan dat volle geleentheid gegee word
om uiteenlopende standpunie te stel en gan te hoor
voordat n oordeel gevel word Of is die moeiltk-
heid dalk dat die krag van die Christelike getuienis
van die blad so sterk is dal dit op geen ander
manier tesgestaan kan word oz om studente te ver-
hinder om dit te lees nie?

Ons hoop van harte dat dit nie die geval is nie
en dal 'n vrugbare gesprek tussen die A.SB en ons
moontlik sa wees.

T ey
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Editorial

She ASB

ana/ us

According fo press reports, the recent Airikaner
Studentebond Congress noted with concem thal
PRO VERITATE is being sent io students’ residences,
and the request was made that “this distribution
must be countered by us oz Afrikaner students ™
A resclution 1o this eflect wos also passed.

The ASB. is a student organisation based on
“Christian national” principles, The inclusion of the
word "Christian” thus gives anyone the right to
expect that the basic criterion which the organi-
sation will use to evaluate o Chrislion journal will
be a Christion one, viz: the Word of God. Nothing
will plecse us more than that all orgomisations
which similarly indicate thot they are Christion in
foundation (whatever other adjective is linked to
“"Chnstion”), will discuss, with us or on their own,
the problems of the day in the light of the Scriptures
The question arises, however, whether the ASB.
and the Chrstian students who are members have
ever seriously tried to study the points of view and
opinions expressed in PRO VERITATE and to eva-
luate these in the light of God's Word? Our im-
pression is that the A.8.B. — with officious submis-
siveness arnd without previously having mode any
kind of thorough investigation on the basis of the
Scriptures — is simply mouthing the same words
that other bodies are using to cost suspicion on the
journal

If the ASB.'s leaders leel that we hove been
unfair in making these judgments then we want to
invite the organisation — instead of passing com-
pletely neaative resclutions — to supply us with
an article in which it is clearly pointed out on what
Biblical or Christian ground the journal must be
condemned and combatted. Nothing will give us
more pleasure than to create the opportunity for a
responsible dialogue of this kind. Surely it ought
to be charocteristic of students who wish io have
academic recognition to see t¢ it that an oppor-
tunity is given to pose and to hear divergent points
of view before any judgment is arrived at? Or is
the trouble perhaps in the fact that the Christion
witness of the journal is =o strong that il cannot be
resisted except by preventing students from reading
i?

We sincerely hope this is not the case, and that
a fruitlul diclogue between the A.S.B. ond us will

be possible.
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no real hope and are therefore ‘ir-
relevant”. In general the Society
agreed with the point of view after
discussing at length the economic
viability of the reserves, the esta-
blishment of border industries and
political developmenis, particularly
in the Transker. It me no ob-
jection to the investment of White
capital in these areas provided that
this did not stifle the emergence of
Bantu entreprencurs. The Society
noted that in paragraph 31 of the
Report it was maintained that bor-
der industnies would be able to ex-
ploit the absence of alternative em-
ployment to keep wages down,
Members felt that their further ex-
tension might well develop compe-
tition: on the other hand, it was
stressed that labour emploved in
these industries was still migrant,
with all its attendant ewils of dis-
ruption of family life. (Se¢c Appen-
dix B.) The policy could itself re-
sult in the lopsided redistribution
of the population,

One *fringe benefit’ of the Bantu-
stan policy was the change that was
being wrought in the image of the
African. who now no looger was
a mere labourer but could occupy
the position of cabinet minister. It
was felt that this could herald an
important step in race relations.

Alternatives to apartheid.

The British Council of Churches
Report considered three alternatives
lo apartheid, viz, partition, federa-
tion and the forming of a multira-
cial stute.  While deploring and
quoting the dislike of both Black
and White for it, the Report gives

ualified approval as a last resort
( graph 60). Tt discusses the
merits and demerits of federalism as
an alternative but does not commit
itsclf.  As far as a unitary state is
concerned it admits that this would
lead to Black domination, which is
as undesirable as White domination,
The authors of the Report state: “A
way has to be found of so sharing
power that the giving up of dom-
nation does not mean being domi-
nated. For inltegration 1o succecd
there must be security for both
white and black™ (paragraph 70)
and pose the problem: “Is there any
way by which safeguards can be ar-

ranged to achieve this?” They sug-
gest  that perhaps constitutional
safepuards for minorities could be
underwritien by international guar-
antee (Paragraph 70),

The Society discussed these va-
nous alternatives at some length
and felt that it could not unequivio-
cally accept any of them. The
problem of partition and federation
is the necessity for mutual accept-
ance and agreement which 1s unlike-
ly, particularly as a large number
of the real political leaders of the
Non-White population are in goal.
With regard to the unitary state al-
ternative, the Society felt that exter-
nal guaranice of minority rights
were unlikely to be effective, Hu-
manly speaking. there thus appeared
to be no solution (o the present
problem. Hope for the future could
only be held out provided a system
were devised to give genuine politi-
cal powers to Non-Whites,

Economic sanctions:

The Society was strongly of the
opimon that cconomic sanclions
were not in the interests of the Non-
Whites. American experience had
shown that affluence and increasing
prosperity tend to break down race
prejudice, and, paradoxically, in
South Africa the adoption of the
ideology of apartheid tended to
work against prejudice, as indicated
above. The Society could not agree
with the contention that investments
should be stopped. It could be ar-
gued that heavy investment, with its
AcCOINPanying economic €xpansion,
would have the effect of breaking
down race barriers and integrafing
all within an increasingly diversified
economy. A successful boveott on
the other hand. would increase fear,
resentment, and suflering: and the
Non-Whites would be among those
hit first and hardest. Rather than
withdraw capital and tax South
Afnca denved income heavily, the
Society felt that investments and
irade shoukl be greatly increased.

Christian commitment.

The Society felt that the attitude
of the Chrisian (and oher persons
of good will) in Britain should be
one of effective involvement in
South African affairs as a whole,
and not merely in the political field.
Any tendency to withdraw economi-
call‘!;r or spiritually ought to be
avoided. Good could only come of
increased  participation in South
African affairs by men of good will.
There should be no boycott, either

—— e
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economic, intellectual or spintual,
Teachers, and others imbued with
the highest ideals of truth, justice
and charity should be encouraged
1o come out and work in the South
Afncan mihieu where there is greal
need of their example and influence.

Conclusion.

The necessity for the continuing
dialogue with Christians in Britain
and others were emphasised, In ge-
meral the Society was encouraged
in this view by the spirit in which
the British Council of Churches had
made s report.

APPENDIX A: COMMENT ON

PARAGRAPPH 43

I. The Report fails to define what
should he understood by a “just”™
wase,

In the last instance, the pnce of a
particular type of labour (hke all
prices in a basically market-orien-
tated economy) cannot be complete-
ly divorced from prevailing condi-
tions of supply and demand, Para-
graph 47 does in fact state that “the
equitable comparnison is that be-
ween the differential in skills and
the differential of wages within
South Africa between white and
black workers™. Yet the figures in
paragraph 47 as well as the con-
tention of “unjust™ wages in para-
eraph 43 seems to ignore producti-
vitv  differentials. The relevant
question in this regard would appear
to be whether there are differences
in pay for the same work, and
whether there are undue differences
in the rates for jobs requiring dif-
ferent levels of skill. Although no
systematic study of this problem is
available at present, it is quite Emv
sible that such discrimination does
aceur in South Africa. It is, how-
ever, nowhere near the vast pro-
portions suggested in the Report:
nor is it a phenomenon umigue to
South Africa.

2. When considering wage diffe-
rentials it should be borne in mind
that South Africa has expenenced
an extremely rapid rate of economic
srowth, especially since the first
world war. This has taken place in
a country with practically no pre-
vious industrial tradition. It was in-
evitable that a skilled labour short-
age should have developed in these
circumstances, On the other hand,
the supply of unskilled labour is
ereat owing to the disparity of (mar-
minal) productivity in Afncan agri-
culture compared with that in ma-

(Please turm poge over)
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nufactunng industry. It is there-
fore not surprising that the unskilied
[skilled wage ditferential in South
Africa Is considerably higher than
for example, in Europe. There iy,
however, no reason Lo believe that
the South African differential ex-
cecds that found in other developing
countries, for example in Asia and
South America.

3. The assertion that “this (un-
just wage levels) alone accounts for
the very high dividends which are
possible™ is no more logical than
it would be 1o say that dividends
were very high in the United King-
dom, the United States or Canada
in their early stages of economic
development because of the payment
of unjust wages, As in the case of
these countries, natural resources,
the degree of risk, the rate of growth
in the domestic economy, official
policy measures, foreign trade and
other such growth factors, have
been mainly l'l:ﬁ&‘l:ﬂﬁih‘lﬂ for yield-
ing high dividends in South Africa,
It should be noted that it is the pro-
fitability of investment which has
made possible a relatively high rate
of economic expansion and capital
accumulation and which has served
to draw a steadily increasing num-
ber of Africans into wage cmploy-
ment in the modern economy,

4. Woere one to pursue the trend
of thought in paragraph 43, it would
follow that investment would be
moast  profitable in  commumities
where labour costs are lowest. It
would thercfore be impossible to ex-
plain the spectacular investment
which has taken place in Western
Europe, North America and ofther
economically advanced  regions
where labour costs are relatively
high, and the scarcity of investment
in  economically less developed
countries where labour costs are
low. Clearly economic growth fac-
lors cannot be ignored,

APPENDIX B: COMMENT ON
PARAGRAPH 31

I. Regional wage differences do
not contribute a menon pecu-
liar to South African economy aml
are in general not necessarily re-
garded by economists as an indica-
tion of “exploitation”. Wage rales
in Southern Ttaly, the Southern Uni-
ted States and the rural areas of

India are certainly lower than those
prevailing in the highly industnialis-
ed parts of those countries, These
and other countries, like South
Africa, face a problem of regional
imbalance in their rates of ¢cono-
mic growth and are endeavouring
lo acceleriate the development of the
POOTEr TEgIONS.

2. Far from industnialists in the
border areas being “able to exploit
the absence of alternative employ-
ment to keep wages down', the
Wige Board is under constant pres-
sure from producers in the major
industnal centres (who are concern-
ed about the effects of competition
from the factories in the border
areas) to reduce the existing region-
al wage differentials, The principal
danger is in fact that such pressure
can narrow the margin to an exient
not justified by differences in econo-
mic conditions in the various re-
gions. A tendency towards pation-
ally uniform wage levels is always a
threat to the economic development
of poorer regions, which is consider-
ed to be a problem even 1o a count-
rv as nich as the United States. It
must also be borne in mind thal.
not only is the African population
growing rapidly, but that the suc-
cessful — rehabilitation of peasant
Farming will displace large numbers
of people from the land. Expansion
of manufacturing industry in the
vicinity of their homes would ap-
pear an effective means of provid-
mg employment for these people.

3. The statement that “cheap la-
bour has been offered to British
firms as an inducement to set up
factories in these areas”™ is presum-
ably meant to suggest that wages in
the border arcas are deliberately
depressed by the government in or-
der to attract industnes to these
areas. Low wages are “offered™ as
an inducement only in the same
sense as they are also offered as an
inducement in the West Indies,
Pucrto Rico, Southern Ttaly and
other countries and regions where a
more rapid rate of progress is deem-
ed desirable. The question, how-
ever, remains as to why wages are
lower in border areas than in the
main industrial centres. The fun-
damental reason is to be found in
the relative immobility of labour.
It is noteworthy that over the past
forty vears or more, long before the
government’s urban influx control
measures in their present form were
introduced, the ratio of wage levels
in the rural arcas to those on the
Witwatersrand has remained re-

markably constant. The lower wage
levels in the border arcas musl
therefore also be seen in the hight
of nstitutional factors making for
immobility such as the lower cosl
of travel 1o places of work in close
proximity 10 the migrant workers
homes, the higher cost of living
large centres and a general reluct-
ance to migrate because of famuly
ties, ¢te, In addition, available evi-
dence — fragmentary as it may be
— indicates that, inil.i.all}r at least,
the efficiency of labour is likely to
be lower there than in the already
established industnal areas.

4. There is no evidence to inh-
cate that industrialists in the bor-
der arcas are engaged in a monop-
sonistic collusion in order to depress
wages: nor is it clear how they
could achieve this end even if they
desired 1it. Each concern acts in-
dependently in setting wages, giving
the minimum levels stipulated by
the Wage Board, in the same man-
ner as firms do in the major indus-
trial centres. Border industries are
im fact cnzaped in competition for
labour with firms in the metropoli-
tan arcas as well as with each other.
Experience in other countries indi-
cates that wages tend to rise fairly
rapidly in the early stages of the
cconomic development of backward
arcas, provided that the initial im-
petus is such as to make for rapad
progress.  There is no obvious reas-
on why this should not occur n
South Africa as well

5. Studies of industrial location
show that labour costs are a decisive
factor in site selection only in the
case of a very small porportion of
industries.  Sources of raw mate-
rials and markets are the overwhel-
nung consideration in the case of
the vast majority of manufacturing
activities, The industries which dis-
play the most rapid growth rates
in the border areas are pulp and
paper. chemicals, iron and stecl
(none of which is labour-intensive)
and textiles. Even in the case of
textiles, in which labour is relative-
Iy important, it has been necessary
for the government to give consider-
able assistance in the form of in-
come tax concessions, low rentals,
low interest loans, elc., 1o induce in-
Justrialists to establish their plants
in the border areas.

APPENDIX C: COMMENT ON
PARAGRAPH 168

L '_Thn: _rcl:'-::lmnmmjatinn that “new
( British) investment in South Africa
(Continued on page 15)
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KERK HET VERNUWING
DRINGEND NODIG

DS. C. F. BEYERS NAUDE

MAAR KERKE SE: LOS ONS UIT

YDENS my onlangse besoek aan Holland en Engeland is ek in al my gesprekke met kerkleiers nor
die verslegtende verhouding tussen Afrikaanse Kerke en die kerke van dié twee lande, telkens
getrel deur twee dinge: die opregte verlange van al die kerkleicrs om baie nower met ons Afrikaanse
kerke te skakel en hulle droefheid oor die feit dat dit skyn asof ons kerke of geheel onverskillig of on-
willig is om sodanige bande nouwer aan te haal,

Telkens moes ek wverduidelik
wat die historiese agtergrond van
die deels geregverdigde wantroue
en vrees i8 waaruit hierdie on-
wil en verset van die kant van
ons Afrikaanse kerkleiding ge-
bore is en verstaan moes word —
en telkens moes ek hoor: .Dit
verstaan ons en ons aanvaar ook
die menslike regmatizheid vir so
‘'n optrede in die verlede. Maar
waarom word hierdie houding so
angsvallig volgehou teenocor ker-
ke en Christene wat vandag juis
gsoek om deur 'n oop en eerlike
gesprek mel die drie Afrikaanse
kerke tot 'n beter begrip van 'n
siening en vraagstukke te kom?"

ORBRJEKTIEF

Wie enigsing  objektief  wil
staan en die houwding van ons
drie Afrikaanse kerke teencor
hulle verwante kerke in ons stam-
lande probeer peil, kan nie an-
ders as om met droefheid te er-
ken dat hierdie houding beskryl
moet word as een van: [Ons wil
niks meer van julle hoor nie. Houn
julle neus uwit ons sake uit — ons
weet Dbaie beter as julle hoe om
ons aangeleenthede te hanteer”

Ons weet dat duisende lidmate
van ons drie Afrikaanse kerke
deur  hierdie !1i:u_1t|i11p_;' e die
minste gehinder word nie. Hoe
kan dit ool anders swaar dit maar
net hulle eie houding weerspieel?
'n Hooding wat deur hulle as
heeltemal | normaal™ en | Christe-
lik™ gear word? Hoe verontros-
tend dit ook is om so 'n onchris-
telike, on-Bybelse houding by be-
lvdende lidmate van die kerk van
Jesus Christus aan te tref, is ons
einntlikke verontrusting daarin ge-
leé dat by ons kerklike leiding
daar geen die minste aanduiding
15 dat hulle hierdie houding as
onchristelik ag en as dodelhic ge-

vaarltk sien vir die tockoms van
die Christendom nie.

ANDER AL NADER —
ONS AL YERDER

Het ons kerkleisrs en lidmate
al ernstig daaraan gedink hoe
groot die gaping tussen ons drie
Afrikaanse kerke aan die een
lcant en al die ander kerke (beide
binne en boite Suid-Afrika) aan
die ander kant, geword het? Het
ons al ernstig daaraan gedink —

1, dat terwy] byna alle Protes-
tantse kerkgenootskappe in Afri-
ka en Eurcpa {met uitsondenng
van 'n paar onbeduidende sekta-
ricse gracpics) soek om nouer in-
peskake] te word by eknmeniese
rade of nterkerklike aksies, ons
Afrikaanse kerke dic enigste is
wat huolleself meer en meer uit-
skakel uit sulke rade en alksies?

2. Dat terwyl byna alle Pro-
testantse kerkgenootskappe deur-
lapend in 'n lewendige, ernstige
en vrughbare pesprek met mekaar
gewikke] is ook oor baie sake
waarcor hulle enderling ernstig
verskil, ons  Afrikaanse lkerke
blykbaar daarop uit is om soda-
nige diskussie of dialoog ten alle
koste te verhinder aof te vermy?

1. Dat terwyl alle kerkgenont-
skappe in Afrika en Europa meer
as ooit verlang om met ons Afri-
kaanse kerke in 'n broederlike
gesprek te kom, ons houding al
meer en meer die van 'n steeks
donkie word: ,Ons wil nie 'n
woord van julle hoor nie — kom
net nader dan skop ons agterop!”

ONOMSTOOTLIKE
BEWYSE

Durf iemand die waarheid van
bogenoemde stellinge te ontken?
CH het iemand nog bewyvse nodig
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om van  die waarheid hiervan
oortuip te word?r

Dink dan maar net aan die reak-
sia van die Hervormde Kerk op die
verslag van die Hervormde Kerk
van Nederland oor kerklikke apart-
heid; aan die bohaai in Suid-
Afrika opgeskop oor die Preshi-
teriannse Alliansie te Frankfurt
se uitsprake; aan die wolering
van die drie Afrikaanse kerke om
met die Christenraad van Suid-
Afrika 'n samespreking te voer
oor die situasie in ons land; aan
uitsprake van twee van ons Afri-
kaanse kerke por die verslag van
die Britse Raad van Kerke,

Daarmee wil ons gladnie te
kenne gee dat ander kerke se
houdinge, gesindheid of optre-
des altyd Christelik-verantwootd
en -geregverdig was nie.  Inteen-
deel — ek het keer op keer in die
buiteland aangedu waar sodanige
mitsprake en optrede ma my me-
ning onchristelik, onjuis en on-
verdedighaar was., Maar vir die
Christen mag dit nooit 'n rede
wees om die verhouding of die
gesprek. met 'n ander Christen
te I}E‘-E;HE“E rite,.  Paolitici en di-
plomate breek betrakkinge af en
beeindig gesprekke — maar ker-
ke en Christene nie! Sodra ons
dit doen dan verloén ons ons
Christenskap en ons kerkwese!
[in hoe ernstiger die verskil van
sienswyse hoe nodiger en drin-
gender is die noodsaaklikheid om
die gesprek aan die gang te sit
en vol te houw!

TEKENS VAN HOOP?

As 'n mens nou die troostelose
beleid van toenemende izolazie
aanskou waarin ons Afrikaans-
kerklike geleders werval het ('n
toestand wat blykbaar dear die
meerderheid van ons lidmate as

(Fervaly op Madsy IT)
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THE S.C.A. IN MID-1965

At a special general meeting convened in Bloemiontein in January, 1965,
the SCA decided to dissolve. Immediately thereafter, the representatives
of the four sections constituted themselves as four separate movements, the

successors of the SCA. The former

Mediom Work became the

Students’ Christian Association of Southern Africa. [Its membership com-
prises 6 university branches, 8 Training College branches, 99 High School

branches.

The numerical preponderance of
the Afrikaans section and its voling

wers meant that once the Afr-

ans section decaded unanimously
in favour of this course, the other
sections could do nothing to oppose
the division except to challenge the
legality of the succession. To have
done this would have meant the bit-
terness of litization. a frustless cour-
s¢ of action.

Al its General Business Meeling
in July, 1964, the Afrikaans section
voted unanimously for dissolution.
However, the crucial date for this
turn of affairs must be reckoned not
from this date, but from the time
when despite the agreements of the
council meeting of July, 1963, that
stressed the unitary character of the
movement and the desire 1o [oster
and seek greater contact between
the componenis of the movement,
the tide set for separation via the
concept of federation. Whatever the
reasons may have been that made
such a separation scem desirable for
the Afrikaans section, by their de-
cision, the other sections were divid-
ed from one another de jure as well
as de facto. On the other hand, the
conditions now exist for the esta-
blishment of a student movement
that is both true to the original aims
of the SCA and in accordance *-:-Ir_lI:h
conlemporary requirements, ¢
old nmﬁmem was wrecked partly
on the rocks of apartheid, and part-
ly on the disproportion between the
various sections of the movement
Apartheid can never be more than
a passing phase for the community
of Christ. IF it realistically assesses
the gap that exist apart from
Christ, it does not realistically assess
His power to reconcile. And if the
present situation drastically narrows
the numbers of those from the Afri-
kaans CSV prepared to cross deno-
minational and racial boundaries, it
also restores balance to the dialogue
between the movements concerned.
Nothing suggests that the aims of
the SCA require alteration at the

present time save Lo emphasise that
their universal scope and intent be
made clear. They remain funda-
mental purposes for any Christian
organization. But what is needed
from all members 1s a more whole-
hearted pursuit of these aims, 10-
gether with the recogmtion that they
stand together. They must be kept
together, and the tension which this
somelimes engenders must be borne
or ¢lse the movement will deflect
from its purpose. At the present
moment, the following are among
the directives required to return the
movement to its original course.

SCRIPTURAL RBASIS

More than ever before, the move-
ment must make clear its scriptural
basis. It must show by its life not
only that it is founded upon the
apostolic and prophetic witness of
the scriptures to Jesus Christ, but
that the study of these scriptures and
the relation of what is revealed n
them to the other disciplines of
learming and life remain both a pri-
mary ¢nterprise of the association
and its principal means of cvange-
lism. Such a basis can be threatened
in two ways: first, and more ob-
viously, by a doctrinal formlessness
that does not face the historical
claims posed by Christ and record-
ed in the scriptures. Second, less
obviously, but no less surely, by
stressing a doctrinal basis which
contains some, but not all the truths
of scnplure. Not without reason
have the churches learned through
experience lo distinguish between
primary and secondary standards.
They have often found that the se-
condary standards, generally born
of temporary urgencies tend to us-
urp the place of the pnmary, While
the adoption of some such basis of
faith would give the SCA an identi-
ty, this would neither be the iden-
tity which it has had hitherto, nor
the identity which the present task
of the association demands, To add
another society to those already ex-

— CALVIN W. COOK.

isting in this field does not meet the
nced for one which will unite Chris-
tians in their scholarly task and
evangelistic responsibility towards
the learning communities,

By virtue of the scriptures, the
SCA shares with every Christian
group or movement a calling that is
both evangelical and ecumenical,
These are not contrasting emphases,
but complementary. Both require
the SCA 1o be more than a group
in which like-minded individuals
who happen to belong to different
denominations gather together.
Both demand that the movement be
able to surmount and overcome bar-
niers, and this in fact only happens
when the inner life of the movement
testifies to the barriers which have
been broken down between mem-
bers, The failure of the old SCA to
achieve this in ways which signifi-
cantly differed from the unregener-
ate patterns of its time must be
reckoned as one of the most im-
portant reasons for the break-up of
the association. Tt had without rea-
hzing it become secularized. But
at this moment, can any movement
which claims to be scriptlurally bas-
ed and 1o live with the life of the
age lo come contemplate further
fragmentation?  Scripture requires
that Christians seek to realize their
unity in Christ, and reminds us that
the terms are mot ours, but his

EVANGELICAL
RESPONSIBILITY

The SCA must re-think its whole
evangelical responsibility, The gos-
pel is given to all men in all their
relationships in the form of forgive-
ness. Forgiveness contains both
judgment and reconciliation, The
scale of God’s offer of forgiveness
in Chnist is to every man and to all
nations. The gospel is therefore so-
aial because personal, and personal
because social. It makes a man able
to love God and his neighbour. A
true evangelism will also meet every
need of man, including those born
of his involvement in society.
The gospel of Christ unites mat-
ter and spirit in the manner we
know as incarnation; it reveals our
flesh and bodies as functions of
spiril,  Because evangelism calls

(Please turn over)
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men to repentance and faith, it pre-
supposes they will change in them-
selves, in the way they are related
to their environments, and thus their
environmenis as well. As a student
movement, clearly we must give far
more alttention to the environmenl
in which we live and the effects of
the gospel upon it, or what we
preach will not be the gospel of in-
carnation, A message blind to the
prophetic aspect of Christ’s ministry
15 not Christian. We must recognize
further that if the churches most
concerned in the past with the $o0-
cial consequences of the gospel have
had to re-think and deepen their
theological foundations, those who
have n most conservative theo-
logically are being driven in a new
way lo apply these theological
truths to contemporary problems.
For both as stumbling block and
foundation stone, Christ alters the
flow of societly.

NEW CO-OPERATION WITH
THE CHURCHES

The time is ripe for new co-ope-
ration with the churches, [n the
past few years, the gap between the
SCA and the main churches in this
country has widened in much the
same way and for the same reasons
that the gap between the Afrikaans
churches and other churches has
widened. Some of these churches
have sought to use other means of
witness and fellowship within the
university to meet pastoral needs
and responsibilities. In the light of
these d ts. the calling of
the SCA and its relationship to the
churches needs re-thinking if not al-
so alieration. 1 believe that the
need is greater than ever for a
movement in which Christians of
one tradition can meet with Chrnis-
tians of other traditions and so dis-
cover in their differences as well as
their agreements the manifold riches
of Chnst. The increased diversity
of fellowship and study in both uni-
versity and in society calls more
than ever before for bridges, Al
the same time, this capacity to
transcend social and other groupings
is also an indispensable part of the
SCA's equipment for mission, If
we cannot meet with fellow-Chris-
tians and work with them to fulfil

our common calling, how are we go-
ing lo meet those who are not
Chnstians except in loveless judg-
ment? Precisely because there are
so many different ways and so
many fellowships available, the
lempitation lo remain with like-
minded associates becomes almost
iressistable.  To achicve its ecume-
nical purpose, the SCA must be (1)
free of control by a single denomi-
nation or p of depominations,
(2) in sufficient touch with the
churches to retain their confidence
if mot always their full agreement,
and (3) sufficiently convinced itself
of its own vocalion o insist upon
our unity in Christ and in him alone,
Linless it is free from denominalion-
al control, the SCA will become
simply another denominational so-
ciety: unless it retains the confiden-
ce of the churches, it will doft into
the grave perils of pharisaism; and
unless it i1s sure of its calling In
Christ, it will lack the dynamic and
purpose 10 move forward in faith
to fulfil its proper function. Where
the SCA is nghtly fulfilling this
function. there will be both fellow-
ship and strangencss among mem-
bers, the Ilatter deriving [rom the
“newness” of being in Christ. Here-
tofore we have not given this factor
sufficient attention. Members have
expected to find all their denomi-
national furniture present in the
SCA. But they cannot expect others
to value these items at the inflated
price each denomination puts upon
that which is peculiar to itself, We
must expect that our own traditions
will be both criticised and confirm-
ed in meeting with other Christians.
To serve both church and varsity,
the SCA must become a place
where the judgment of Christ on
each and every human tradition is
heard and needed.

Naturally this will produce ten-
sion within the SCA branch: on oc-
casions between the SCA and a par-
ticular denomination. But this is
neither to be avoided nor feared.
There is no tension between the
bones of a skeleton, but let the spint
breathe on the bones and tension
becomes not only a sign of life but
the means of movement itself.
Wherever we faithfully bear this
tension of our life in Christ. a new
creation results,

A NEW STRUCTURE

We must ensure that the work is
maore specifically geared to the
needs of both groups: schools and

varsities, Our present siruclure com-
bines both kinds of work in a single
seit of commitiees at each level of
work. But experience suggests that
in fulure the work should for the
most part be separaled. Among
soime of the reasons for this division
are the following: the difference In
the numbers involved; diffening
provincial policies and circum-
stances; differences in needs, ap-
proaches and methods; differing in-
terests and capabilities among those
who serve each group. A separale
organization for schools and varsi-
ties would enable each group Lo de-
velop according 1o its specialities and
needs instead of being drawn con-
stantly into decisions on work which
wias not properly its own. Univer-
sity students of whatever race or
sovial  background have more in
common with each other than do
scholars and students from a homo-
geneous  background.  Umiversity
work would have the unity lo
develop a much-needed student imi-
tiative and self-management At the
same time, adult gui would
continue to be available for the
schools’ committees. It is surely sig-
nificant that when there have been
s0 many developments in each field,
the SCA has not been able to study.
much less give authoritative guid-
ance on the problems concerned or
the solutions available because our
energies were so divided and dis-
persed.  Study on the nature of
Christian witness and Christian liv-
ing at every level crics out (o be
done, but under present organiza-
tion this is not likely to happen. To
continue old routines when these are
no longer effective is faithlessness,
not faith. At present many branch
programmes result from ipertia
rather than springing from real
thought aboul the needs of the
branch.

OTHER CHRISTIAN GROUPS

The SCA must reassess its rela-
tionship to other Christian groups 1n
the Feld. particularly those at vars-
ity. At schools® level there has been
a measure of co-operation and joint
staffing with the Secripture Union
and the C.S.S.M. The lessons which
have heen learned through this need
to be absorbed into our planning for
the future, In the varsity, these rela-
lionships have been characterized
by & more or less benevolent neut-
rality. To persist in such a policy
much longer is to declare that there
is in fact no policy, and to falsify
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bolh the campus situation and the
mandates of the The main
fact 1o be faced is that the SCA can
no think in terms of holding
a monopoly. There are thus two
directions 1n which the SCA can
move, The first is to become a “de-
nominational” society al with
others and cater 1o a particular in-
terest. This has been the general
tendency to date. And to continue
along this line seems destined simply
Lo add another sectarian pretender
o the existing collection of those
who by their self-suffiency claim to
possess in themselves the [ulness of
Christ. Allernatively, we can ex-
plore the possibility and challenge
of being a society in which there
can be genuine study and meeting
together for fellowship, study, and
joint evangelism, One of the clear-
est lessons in the decade con-
cerping  university  evangelism
throughout the world as well as in
this country is that unless there is
joint action. there might as well be
no action,

The time is thus ripe to look
again al our contact with other
Christian societies and religious
groups, including the Roman Cath-
olics and the r:igev.rs. Traditionally,
those in the reformed tradition have
tended to regard the Roman Catho-
fics as the early Christians scem Lo
have regarded the Jews, and for the
same reason of a defective Christ-
ology. We must recognize that to
hold such a view does not diminish
our responsibility towards the Rom-
ans or Jews. Hather it increases our
obligation.

gospel orders ms o cross
these barriers. The means provided
is the common study of the scrip-
lures we have in common. This 15
mot a tactic; it is how, if we helieve
Lheir testimony, we shall have life.

Concerning such stody: we must
do it without any reservalions save
the promised guidance of the Holy
Spinit. The only and adequale safe-
guards for such an enterprise arc
the promises of Christ’s presence,
that the Holy Spirit will bring all
things concerning Christ fo our re-
membrance and lead us into all
the truth concerning him,  Such
stuady must afso remember the
prophetic aspects of the gospel,
so necessary for our country and
for our world, that has moved God

PRO VERITATE

to pluck up thal he may L.

It remains to give thanks to God
for the way in which the SCA has
been used during the last 70 years;
thanks too, for all who have faith-
fully su its work in the past.
The need for faithful work, prayer
and support of work among schol-
ars and students is greater now Lhan
it ever was, and calls for persever-
ance amd faith in greater measure
than ever. But come what may. we
know that God will always honour
the word of life which He has given
us in his Son. The question always
is whether we will believe, live by,
and be saved by it

(v, Calvin W, Cook, senior leclyrer
i the Divinity Department, University
of the Witwatersrand, is Chairman of the
S.C.A, This article ix the 19%5 repor of
the S.C.A)
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Book Review

HEALING THROUG COUNSEL-
LING, Wilkam H. Kyle (The Ep-
worth Press, London, 1964).

In this remarkable book about
healing in the widest sense the Edi-
tor brings together the thoughts of
12 writers on subjects such as: the
Christian attitude to suffering and
sin; a psychological approach to
suffering and sin; the development
of personality; psychosomatic ill-
ness, the Christian attitude to coun-
selling; deeper levels of counselling;
marriage counselling; legal aspects
of counselling; helping a family;
problem families; housing: home
economics and unity through ser-
VICE,

It offers a betier understanding of
suffering and illness in a refigious
and psychological sense, explains
the meaning and value of counsel-
ling (not council) and illustrates
how it can be applied in practical
issues by a panel of counsellors in
a congregation.

In its own words “the thesis of
this book is that in varying degrees
the ministry of counselling should
become a strong and normal aspect
of the pgeneral ministry of the
church,” — 1.D.§,
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iVervolg van bladsv &)
heeltemal mnormaal en gesond

aanvaar word omdat huolle deur 1
die jare geleer is dat God dit s |

wil) dan kom die vraag: Is daar
enige hoop dat dit sal wverander?
Dan ontwoord ons:

i. Van ons hodige amptelike
kerkiike feiding *an ons mks ¢
wagte wees waar dir ekumenmesc
aangeleenthede raak mie. Net so
min moet ons enigicts te wagle
wees wanr dit dic eis raak om
in die apenbaar te protesteer teen
emge onreg wat deyr oms apart-
heidsheleid bedryi word, Ook
daar wanr ons Afrikaanse kerk-
leiding weet dat ernstige en wre-
ile anreg gepleeg word wat roep
om onmiddellike herstel, daar het
halle eenvoudig mie die moed of
diec durl om in dic openbaar
die XNaam van God te spreek me,

z \Van ons teologiese doscnte

in ons kweekskole en [akulterte ;
is daar op dic comblik ook miks ©
Met aitsondering
van enkele moedige figure wal |
hulle stem laat hoor, bewsar al
dic ander "n stilswye soos die |
'n verskynsel wat ons :
i alleen kan interpreteer as die |
swye van instemming Hf van 'n
fatalisticse porgawe aan die .on- |
vermydelike” gang van sake. Met |

e Waghe me

gral —

volle reg verwag God tog van
hierdie groep van manne dat hul-
le ap grond van die Skrif dm-

sal pee,  Met poeie reg mag
die kerk en sy lidmate dit ook
verwag, Op die oomblik wag ons
tevergeels,

3. Van die meerderheid van ons

Evangeliediensars (veral onder

hulle  hierdie

ling uitspreek as hulle vra: Doen
ona nog Gods wil? Hoor ons nog
Sy stem?

Dis wit hierdie klein kring dat
die lewe weer gaan kom, die ver-
nuwing wat die kerk so nodig
het — ook ons Afrikaanse kerke
tans vasgevang in hul isolasie

delike leiding in al hierdie sake |

ons guer garde) sal daar ook
nie — dasrveor iy daar te vesl |
magte wat hulle innerlik of wi- |
terlik bind en die swye oplé. Hoe
stilswye eendag -
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“PRIEST AND WORKER—THE
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF HEN-
RI PERRIN" — Translated and
with an Introduction by Bernard
Wall.

“"How was it that a pricst of the
Church . . . was led by the deepest
impulse of his priesthood, devoted to the
poorest and most neglected . . . to con-
vider in deepest distress, and in order
to be faithful to the church , . . and at
the same time to the poor, renouncing

. his priesthood, his unique vocation
to bring together his brothers and his
Ciod — that is (o say. two worlds un-
known to each other, the church and
the working class?”

This agonised question, posed at
the end of this very remarkable
book. sums up the tragic situation
of a group of men whose Christian
commitment  eventually  brought
them into conflict with the church
which they loved and sought to
serve,  Dilemmas of this kind are
by no means new to the church, nor
confined to that part of it known as
“Roman Catholic”. We need look
no further than our own country
for examples of those evicted from
the ordained ministry of a church
because of (heir stand in matters
of conscience,

This is not autobiography in
the formal sense, but a selection
from the diary and letters of a typi-
*al French worker priest, so arrang-
ed that the story of his life, and
more particularly of his involvement
in the worker priest movement, is
told with moving directness. The
group of friends who put to-
gether the material, have added
background explanations and state-
ments connected with the struggles
in which he took part, and the trans-
lator, Bernard Wall, has contribuled
a lucid introduction in “The Drama
of the Priest Workers” for the bene-
fit of English readers little acquaint-
ed with the position of the church
vis-a-vis the working class in the
France of the post-war period.

Nevertheless, it is Henri Perrin
who speaks and very quickly wins
the affection of the reader. The
story can probably only be told in
its stark intimacy because Henri
Perrin 1s dead. A question mark
hovers over the manner of his death,
apparently from a fall while driving

his motor-cycle to a training centre
to complete a course as an electri-
cian. For two weeks a letter asking
to be “laisised”, or relieved of his
priestly functions, had remained in
his pocket unposted, something
;{hich was quite uncharacteristic of
im.

Whatever the explanation, it is
clear that the past eight months had
been a period of acute crisis, for
him, as for the whole worker priest
movement, following on Vatican
measures preventing the worker
priests from operaling as priests and
Full-time industrial workers,

Henri Perrin wrote to his friends:
*1 can't wrile to you without a
word about this bombshell . . . Now
there will be no more priest-work-
ers .. . We received our funeral
oration: *You have been splendid.
thank you; now all you've got to do
is to leave, under pain of ex-com-
munication’ . . . You probably won't
be hearing from me again for some
months. With God’s help, 1 still be-
lieve in God, in Christ, and in the
church; but something has been
broken which can’t be mended.”
Then followed the agony of decision
for the worker priests; whether to
give up their work in obedience to
ecclesiastical decree, or to go on
with it and so to invite ex-commu-
nication. There were those who
decided to continue, preferring the
inevitable penalty to desertion of
those who had come to trust then
which would have meant, in Henn
Perrin’s words, “a betryal of the
world of the poor.”

What was considered to have
gome so wrong with this experiment
in mission that its existence could
no longer be tolerated?

THE MAN FOR OTHERS

It arose in response to a situation
common to the church in many
parts of the world to-day: the
awareness of not really mattering.
not really making any impact or
difference in the complicated, fasl-
moving industrial society in which
it finds itself. What characterised
France was the almost complete
estrangement of the working class
from the church, more so than n
Britain where, as Bernard Wall

points out, the heritage of John
Wesley is still present,

This movement, like others which
have brought fresh life to the
church, had its origins in the Nazi
period. when French youth, like the
youth of other occupied countries,
were conscripted to work in the mu-
nition factories in Germany. Henri
Perrin was among the priests who
managed (o be included by con-
cealing their prestly identity, So
it was that he became acquainted
with the “terra aliena”™ of the work-
ers’ world, and experienced its utter
paganism and antipathy to the tra-
ditional forms of religion. He says
the contempt of his fellow workers
“penetrated me like an icy fog —
because | belong to Christ and his
church.”

The institutional church
began to appear to him as an im-
prisoning “ghetto”, pre-occupied
with its own affairs, insulated
against reality., He sensed the call
“for men who can get out of them-
selves, who will cease walking soli-
tary paths and come to the high-
road where men of all nations pass
by, ™

He longed (o live, not as a race
apart, a member of “the third sex”,
but “frankly among other men”,
and so to express Christianity as he
understood it.  “Christianity™ he
wrote, “isn't just precepts and cere-
monies: it's God’s compassion for
this bloody world and the whole of
squabbling mankind.” And serutin-
ising the “terra aliena™ he com-
ments, “far from feeling the distress
of an exile, my hearl leapt with joy
and gratitude. Lord you have set
us down in an unknown land so
that we can be yourself there,”

It is significant that Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer was at more or less the same
time writing from a Nazi prison
along much the same lines, ques-
tioning the forms of Christianity
with which he was familiar, expres-
sing the need for “religionless
Christianity”, for Christianity which
instead of holding out promises of
comfort and escape. plunges the
Christian into a godless world to
suffer there with Christ. He too
saw the Christian life not as a con-
formity to some kind of piety which
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sets one apart, but as authentic ho-
man existence. To be a Christian.
he realised, 1s to be a man, as Chnst
was a man, the “man for others .

IDENTIFICATION

Ths in effect is what the worker
priest movement achieved and de-
monstrated during the ten vears of
its existence after the last World
War. Applying the incarnational
principle of indentification, these
priests entered the world of the
workers in the only way they could
effectively do so, as workers. and
to begin with. i to, All that
distinguished them from other
workers was their vow of chastity
(about which Henri Perrin had some
interesting things to say) and that
they said Mass every day.

What then did it mean to be a
worker and also a Christian?

The worker priests found that it
meant giving themselves utterly to
this life, involving themselves in all
its aspects wilthout reserve, joining
the trade unions, as all French
workers are bound to do, and taking
a responsible part in trade union
activities., The worker priests soon
became prominent in the trade
unions, and found themselves in ex-
ecutive positions which set them at
the centre of the workers® strugzles
for better conditions, or as Henri
Perrin so aptlv experessed it. “to be
treated like men.” This had parti-
cular point in post-war France.
when the lot of the industrial work-
er was one of deprivation and
wretchedness, as Henn Pemnin
found. for instance. when he became
one of the migrant labourers work-
ing on the immense Isére-Arc dam
and tunnel.

The work was hard and hazar-
dous, resulting in numbers of
deaths: the hours long. the wages
and accommodation poor. The con-
flicts with the management included
strike action, so that Henri Perrin.
as virtual secretary of the unions,
was in the position of a strike lead-
er and negotiator, He was so ef-
fective that the management tried
to rid themselves of this meddle-
some priest (the police had revealed
his identity) by the single device of
sacking him for no stated reason.

The union, including the strong
Commumst clement within L
fought back for his retention and
moncy was collected to make up
his loss of salary, Eventually the
case was won, but in the meantime
the project on which the workers
had been engaged was completed.
and also. the whole matter of the
future of the worker priest move-
ment was coming (o a head.

THE LANGUAGE OF THE
WORLD

One of the alleged objections to
the movement was ils association
with Communism. This was in-
evitable in view of the strength of
the Communist Party in France as
a whole, and in the trade unions
to which all workers have to belong.
The Vatican decree of 1949 condem-
ning Catholics who either belong to
or collaborate with the Communist
Party made their position extreme-
Iy difficult, although the French
Cardinals had published a letter
stressing that the decree should be
understood in the religious and not
the political sense. The experience
of the worker priests was that in
identifying themselves with the
workers, their action on particular
issues coincided with Communist
action and that in trying to speak
the language of the workers they
spoke in much the same way as the
Communists did. Henri Pernn com-
menis: “We speak the language of
the world we are in. and the lan-
guage is in no way an offense to our
faith, just as Saint Thomas talked
the language of the Arabian philo-
wophers to the great scandal of his
contemporaries.”

As in the politico-religious con-
flicts in our own land. however, the
real issue was not Communism. Tt
was. rather, that here were official
representatives of an ecclesiastical
order aligned with wealth and privi-
lege, actually standipg with and for
the victims of injustice. not as spec-
tators speaking fine words from the
sidelines, but as participants in the
struggle. It was this, and not the
fear of Communism as such which
sent French Catholic indusirialists
scurrying to Rome to complain to
the Curia about priests overstepping
their functions and becomming in-

volved in “Communism™. The Va-
tican, in the atmosphere of the pre-
Pope John xxiii era. was all 1o
ready to listen sympathetically and
to act against the movement, even
to the exent of overnding the
French cardinals.

~ Henri Perrin wrote bitterly: “One
increasingly s the impression,
alas, that chugr:thmcn draw back as
soon a@s they reach the threshold of
the problems raised by the workers’
world. And although they say kind
words. which are ulgl:n sincere, Lhey
refuse really to involve themselves
in the lems of the workers’
world along lines which oblige them
to revise their alliances . . . One
thing is certain: the voice of the
poor is not listened to, and if you
really do listen to it you come under
suspicion,”

According to Cardinal Ottaviani
of the Holy Office, one of the errors
of the priest workers was that they
sought after material bread rather
than heavenly bread. This is some-
what similar to the argument used
in South Africa that the unity of the
church is “spiritual™ and “invisible”
and so does not need to be trans-
lated into a concrele reality between
different races: a docetic view
which denies the incarnational pnin-
aple. The priest worker movement
did in fact have profound
“spirifual™ effects. enri Pernn
speaks of the “millions of souls
whether inside or outside the Catho-
lic faith. who through us have be-
eun to discover the face of Christ
in the church.”

One is left to wonder whether
there will be a revival of the move-
ment now that fresh winds are
blowing from the Vatican. This
could have a far reaching effect on
the role of the ordained ministry or
presthood in peneral, and not only
in the Roman Church. Another pos-
sibility is that both Roman and
non-Roman churches will increas-
ingly recognise that their “lay”
members are also “priests” entrust-
ed with the gospel of reconciliation,
that they exercise the minisiry of the
church wherever they live and work
and should be trained for this cal-
ling,

— WINSOME MUNRO.
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“A CHURCH FOR THESE
TIMES" by Ronald E. Osborn.
(Abingdon Press, 1965, New York
pp. &)

This is a very uscful book for the
layman who has not yet discovered
the thrll and stimulation of ecume-
nical contact and thought, or who is
not sure that a movement towards
unity is absolutely incumbent on the
Church in order to be the Church.
Ronald Osborn has made of the
word ‘ecumenism’ something more
than merely a scholarly concept by
exploring the practical requirements
necessary for realising a church.
“truly evangelical, truly reformed
and truly catholic™.

He would agree with the Roman
Catholic Bishop., Hans Kiing, who
also stresses the need for reform in
the church as a prerequisite to our
growing together in Christ.

He examines four major areas
where there is need for reform in
the churches: life and morals, doc-
trine, institution, and mission, and
evaluates the life of the "Church’ in
the light of these categories, The
point emerges that denominpational
loyalties are not the keynote either
of the teaching or the 'prﬂ-::tising of
Christianity today — for example,
Martin Luther King is not lisiened
to because he is a Baptist, but be-
cause he has something relevant to
say to all Chnstians.

After outlining the meaning of the
word ‘catholic’ which (in the early
Church) is located in the acceptance
of a Catholic Canon of Authonta-
tive Books (New Testament), a
Catholic Confession of Faith (Apos-
tles’ Creed), and a Catholic Order
(Episcopacy). he gives a stimulating
re-appraisal of the Lambeth Qua-
drilateral of 1888 as a basis for uni-
tv in the light of more recent devel-
opments.

Finally. he outlines in what ways
“a church truly catholic under the
leadership of Christ” can be mean-
ingfully related in its wholeness to
the world of human concern,

Honesty and common sénsg have
been brought to bear on these to-
pics. and, especially those Protestant
churches that look to America for
their spiritual inspiration, will find
this= a valuable and straightforward
book to read. — EM.

THE NEW REFORMATION? by

J. A. T. Robinson, Bishop of
Woolwich — (SCM Press)

Since the publication of Homest
to God (750,000 copies in 1wo
vears!) anything which Dr. John
Robinson says or wrnites is likely to
make the headhnes, For many

¢ ‘Honest 1o God™ was most
exciting; others found it rather mod-
dled and inconsistent, and some
condemned it frankly as heretical
I like to think of ‘Honest to God”
as having stirred the mud in the
duck-pond - - in The New Reior-
mation? [Dr. Robinson urges us to
filter (or perhaps change) the wa-
ter, to pull out the weeds and to
alter the shape of the pond.

The over-all question which Dr.
Robinson  discusses is, Can the
Church be the carrier of the new
life for the mew age? Mr. Leslie
Paul who wrole an exaustive report
on the Church of England says it
can only be an effective carrier of
this new life if we change the whole
organisation of the Church. One
of the difficuities as Fr. Eric James
has pointed out is that 6097 of the
clergy are ministering to 309% of the
population in the country, whilst
40 of the cle are attempting
to minister to 709 of the people in
the towns — there can be no break-
through in pagan England until thas
disparity is rectified . . . and it must
be done soon.

Dr. Robinson’s approach is theo-
logical and on a much deeper level
— any change in the orgamisation
of the Church must flow from a re-
shaping of her life to meet the lay-
men's needs. Whereas the reforma-
tion in the sixteenth centory re-
shaped the Church to meet the lay-
man in his quest for a ‘gracions
God® — now, in the mid twentieth
century, laymen are WOT looking
for a gracious God but are asking,
‘How can I find a gracions neigh-
bour? and, ‘How can we still live
at peace with one another?” He
contends that we must present the
Ciospel in a radically different form
if we are to provide a satisfactory
answer (o these urgent questions:
and it follows, that we will have to
reshape the organisation of the
Church. utilise its resources and
deploy its manpower very different-
lv and much more imaginatively —

unless we do so we shall have missed
the bus

Movements towards Christian
unity and ‘Faith and Action’ in this
country are in themselves altempts
to face aspects of the whole problem
— but T regret to say that in South
Afnca we are in a backwater, be-
cause we are largely outside the
main stream of christian thought.

If you wish to get in this stream,
and if you are really comcerned
about these questions, the 70 cents
you must s to obtain Dr. Ro-
binson’s book will be well worth
while. It is a much deeper book
than *Honest to God'. Many of the
criticisms of the ministry and the
parochial system are quite valid,
and they underline the deep and
growing disquiet which exists in the
hearts of those who truly care for
Christ, and who wish to share with
the coming ﬁnemtiuns the peace
which only He can offer to the
world,

— T.H.B.

THE RISE AND FALL OF THE
THIRD REICH by William Shi-
rer (Pan Books)

Is there a parallel between what
happened in the Germany of the
Third Reich and what is now tak-
ing place in the Republic of Seuth
Alfrica?

Why did a great nation which

an FEinstein and a Beet-
hoven allow itseli to be mesmerised
:—:,ﬂﬂ a diabolical genius as Hit-

These are the questions which
prompted me to read what must
be the bigeest ever paper-back: in-
cluding the documentation and re-
ferences it runs to 1436 pages. The
reader should not however be put
off by the immense size of the work.
for Mr. Shirer is a superb journalist
and holds one’s attention from be-
ginning to end. It took Mr. Shirer
five years to write. He had the uni-
que advantage of living and work-
ing in Hitler's Germany from 1926
to 1941 and during this time he was
the correspondent in Europe of the
Chigaco Tribune and {or the Colum-
bia Broadcasting System. But most
important of all he has had access
to many of the captured German
documents as well as to the diaries
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of the vanous personalities, and in
particular those of Count Ciano and
General Franz Halder.

The books starts with the origins
of Adolph Hitler, the Austrian
Corporal and painter, and of his
rise¢ as the infamous Nazi dictator;
and the book ends on 16th October,
1946, when at 1 a.m, on that morn-
ing. Ribbentrop and ninc others as-
cended the gallows in the Nurenberg
prison  to expiate their crimes
against humanity.

Does the book really answer these
two questions I posed at the begin-
ning of this review? As to the first,
one must admit with a profound
sense of relief that there is hardly
any resemhblance  between our
country today and Hitler’s Germany
hecause the conditions and situa-
tions differ widely. Even so there is
much that we can learn about the
danger of placing too much power
in the hands of few men, and of the

(Confinued from page 7)

. . . be subjected to discretionary
review, and if necessary disallow-
ance” appears (o be motivated by
the notion that, through investing n
and trading with South Africa, par-
ties in the United Kingdom (and
other countries) are supporting and
profitting from the racial policies of
the present South African govern-
ment. The Report, however, seems
to neglect the fact that investment
and trade also bring about more em-
plovment and rising material levels
of living for all population groups
in South Africa. Investment in bor-
der areas in particular serves to
draw more Africans from a state
of subsistance economy into the
market cconomy and thus provides
them with a better material life.

2. Investment and trade do,
therefore, not in the first place
amount to supporting apartheid, but
rather supporting the country and
its people. For whatever political
regime may govern at any given
time, economic life is a continuous
matter, Considering the realities of
the present situation in South Afri-
ca, the curtailment of investment
and trade would probably have no
spectacular short-term effects on the

Report of the
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need for those in positions of in-
fluence to oppose resolutely and not
acguiesce to things they know to be
WrOng.

It is true that in Hitler's Germany
there was — and in this country
there is - - a racialism which many
christians (including myself) believe
to be against the plain teachings of
the New Testament . . . but the basis
of this racialism is different. In Ger-
many there was a blind race hatred
and cult of the superiority of the
Arvan fostered by the Nazi regune.
The difference lies in the fact that
in South Africa many sincere chris-
lians do believe guite conscientious-
ly that our African people are not
ready yet for the responsibilities of
government, There are others who
feel that the differences belween
black and white are so profound
that there is no real possibility of
sharing a common social and go-
vernmental system. It is because
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domestic economy and presumably
none at all on the political situation.
It would, however, serve to preju-
dice the country’s long-term econo-
mic growth potential and would
therefore be tantamount to the de-
nial of a better material life to most
of its inhabitants, especially the
Africans at present still engaged in
subsistence agriculture.

3, In their preface the editors of
the Report state: "It is our hope
that Christians of all races in South
Africa will comment on the points
at which both the descriptive sec-
tions and the conclusions may fail
to do justice to the situation they
experience.” The measures set oul
in paragraphs 168, 169, 171 and 172
are unacceptable to all South Afri-
cans who are interested in the eco-
nomic advancement of their country
and people as a whole. Acceptance
by Sowth Africans of the economic
recommendations contained in the
Report would therefore place them
in an individious position: they
would be morally bound in their
persondl  capacities to undermine
the country’s cconnmic endeavour
in every possible manner, for this
15 the goal at wich the recommen-
dations are aimed.

the situations are superficially simi-
lar but also distinct that it is dan-
gerous Lo draw too clese a parellel.
But the book elequently points to
the danger of race hatred and ra-
cial pride encouraged as the official
policy of the state, and also to the
depths to which mankind can sink
in this modern world if such a poli-
cy is pursued by a government,

In so far the second guestion is
concerned, whilst Mr. Shirer does
shed much insight, he does not (and
perhaps cannof) give an answer. He
certainly tells us how Hitler came
to power, but he does not tell us
why the great and the small in Ger-
many allowed him to get away with
it. He suggests perhaps that the
answer lies in Hitler’s own magnetic
personality and iron will. Others
find an answer in the collective
character of the German people
who are both sentimental yet with-
oul deep feelings, and who are at
the same time capable of great an-
ger. For me, Goethe expresses most
clearly my feelings when he wrote:
“I have often Felt a bitter sorrow at
the thought of the German people,
which is so estimable in the indi-
vidual and so wretched in the gene-
rality.”

Meine Ruh’ ist hin,
Mein Herz ist schwer.”

(My peace is gone,
My heart is heavy.)
T. H. BISHOP,

Boeckbesprebin
f o

METABLETICA of leer der veran-
deringen. Beginselen van een his-
torische psychologie door Dr. J.
H. van den . Ultgewers; G.
F. Callenbach N.V. — Nijkerk
— 12de druk (255 bl.)

Hier is werklik °n interessante ge-
dagteprikkelende maar ook inge-
wikkelde werk uit die hand van die
psigiater Dr. J. H. van den Berg
Die hoek dek 'n heel nuwe veld van
denke waarin die skrywer onder an-
dere aantoon hoe die historiese tyds-
verloop verandenng in ons mens-
wees teweeggebring het. Die groot
proses van loslating van die enke-
ling deur die samelewing uit baie ou
lewensvorms en verbande word ryk-
lik geillustreer. Die vereensamings-

(Vervolg op Madsy 16)
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9 Effective ways to combat Communism

J. Edgar Hoover and William C. Sullivan.

(1Y “Eradicate the causes of com-
munism in local communities.
These include (a) poverly, (b)
disease, (c) illiteracy, (d) econo-
mic dislocation, (e) social in-
justices, (f) social discrimina-
tion. {g) political corruption, (h)
educational inadequacies, (i)
psvchological maladjustments,
(i) philosophical materialism,
(k) religious anemia, and (I)
moral decadence, personal and
social.”

(2) “Work steadily toward better
relations between races, reli-
gions, and different social
groups and between labour and
management.”

(3) “Contribute to a continuous re-
vitalization of the religious life
of the community, beginning
with oneself.”

(4y “Recognise that while there are
hoth permanence and change in
life, there is no fixed status
que; hence, our need to under-
stand social transition in accor-
dance with the spiritual and
moral values of the Judaeo-
Christian tradition.”
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HARTLIK WELKOM!

Met vreugde en dankbaar-
heid heet ons dr. B. Engel-
brecht welkom namens die Di-
reksie en Redaksie van ons
blad as wvoltydse assistent-re-
dakteur. Almal wat enigsins
bewus en op hoogte is van al-
les wat dr. Engelbrecht die af-
gelope jaar en meer die hoof
moes hied en moes verduur,
koester alleen bewondering vir
die onverskrokke en moedige
wyse waarop hy sy Christelike
oortuiginge verkondig en ver-
dedig het. Met sy uitstekende
teologiese vorming en kennis,
gepaard met sy diepe erns en |
toewyding om die waarheid
van die Evangelie te verklaar
en te handhaaf, kan sy toetre-
de Lot ons geledere, ons blad.
sy lesers en die Christelike ge-
mesnskap van ons land alleen
ol seén wees. Ons heet hom
hartlik welkom en vertrou dat
sy diens 'n lang en vrughbare
cen sal wees!

..........
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(5} *Do not speak or act in any
manner that would create fear,
hysteria, and confusion. These
are ‘the ingredients for com-
munist coups in nations which
have fallen under its spell,” says
Mr. Hoover.

(6) “Do not make false charges of
communism against other citi-
zens or sow seeds of suspicion,
distrust and alarmism. Do not
confuse legitimate dissent with
communism. Mr, Hoover gives
this warning:

Knowing what communism really
ix and how it operates will ofso
help us to aveid the donger of con-
fusing communizm with legitimare
dissent on  comiroversial  isswes,
Communism fecds on social fer-
ment. On both the local and ng-
fional levels, the Communist Party,
UUSA, Iy continually exploiting so-
cial, economic, and political griev-
ances for i1y own facfical purposes.
For this reason, the “party line'

(Vervolg van bladsy I5)

proses wat hiermee gepaard gaan ¢n
die disintegrasie wat dit dikwels vir
die persoonlikheid meebring word
ook realisties geteken.

Daar is heelwat nuwe gedagles en
teoriet wat met mekaar in verband
gebring word dikwels it psigologie-
se, teologiese, antropologiese en an-
der gesigspunte saamgesnoer. FEen
van die mees interessante leoried
wat na vore gebring word is dat
die eeu van die kind 'n moderne
ontwikkeling is, Vroeér was kinders
maar klein volwassenes en is as so-
danig behandel en beskou. Tans
skryf van der Berg: “Het kind is
kind geworden wat maakte dat het
kind, eertijds nauwelijks onderschei.-
den van die volwassene, thans an-
ders en wel radicaal anders is dan
de wvolwassene. De oorzaken der
veranderingen in het aard van het
kinderlijk bestaan moeten liggen in
veranderingen in de aard der vol.
wassenheid, Is onze volwassenheid
oekenmerkt door eigenschappen, die
vroeger minder uitgesproken waren
of zelfs ontbroken? OFf bezat de
volwassenheid vroeger eigen-schap-
pen, die in de loop der tijden ver-
loren zijn geraakt?”

Wie graag dink en na diep den-
kers luister kan stimulerende stof
in hierdie boek raakloop. — JL.D.S,

will frequently coincide with the
views of many non-communisis on
specific issues. We must not, there-
fore, indiscriminarely label ay com-
munists those whose opinions on a
particrilar question may, on occi-
sion, parallel the official Party

L

position’,

(7Y “Do not contribute to bigotry,
intolerance, and hatred of fel-
low human beings.”

(8) “Do not violate or infringe
upon any person’s civil liber-
ties.”

(9 “Do not confuse theolomical
doctrine with political princi-
ples or attempt to make one
serve the cause of the other.”

(From Communism and Religion in
the United States by Assistant Di-
rector, William C. Sullivan, Federal
Bureaun of Investigation, October 19,
1961.)

J. Edgar Hoover and William C. Sullivan

are Director and Assistant Direcior, res-

pectively, of the Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation, United States Department of
Tustice.
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PRO VERITATE AND THE
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE

Because the Editor of PRO
VERITATE is also the Direc-
tor of the Christian Institute
the impression has been creal-
ed that PRO VERITATE is
the official journal of the In-
stitute, and, from time to time,
has been reported as such b
the press. Although both m&i
to serve God in His work of
renewing the Church and
creating a new understanding
and fellowship amongst Chris-
tians, PRO VERITATE and
the Christian Institute render
this service independently of
cach other. Because of mis-
understanding on this point, it
is necessary to point out that:

PRO VERITATE has its
own Board of Directors who
are responsoble for the fi-
nances and administration
connected with the journal,
and is, therefore, legally and
in practice independent of
the Christian Institute,
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