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tt:*t'tut-'K considers the whole ques-
linp. of the Christian's duty in relation 
in i he state. He sees govemnicni as a 
God-given vocation and obedience as 
ihe only justifiable attitude of the 
governed. He sets out five different 
proportions; 
«H It is the duty of the godly ruler 

10 insist on obedience from un
godly (i.e. non-reformed, sub
jects 

{2- It is the duty of every citizen 
10 obey a ruler. 

(3) The Christian must normally 
obey the ungodly ruler. 

4 Uut Christians must not obey ihc 
niler if this involves disobedience 
in God. 

(5) Even violent resistance against 
the ruler in such a case can be 
Minified if it is approved by 
someone constitutionally vested 
with a subordinate authority. 

It is clear in ihc context thai Cal
vin believed that the fifth case would 
arise only in very rare circumstances, 
bur because he set this scheme out in 
the fantittttc*, i.e. in the context of 
dogmatic theology, it was treated as 
a doctrinal principle by some of his 
followers, rather lhan as a piece of 
situational ethics. Calvinism became, 
in many parts nf Europe, n militant-
revolutionary and violent movement. 
rebelling against Catholic govern-
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mems and fighting in many a reli
gious war. 

Sixteenth and seventeenth century 
Europe was the scene of a great many 
such — down to the thirty years war 
m Germany and the Civil War in 
England where many fought in order 
to establish the rule of Christ's saints 
on earth. Though small radical Chris
tian movements such as the Quaker?, 
in England, continued to advocate the 
rejection of all violence the over
whelming opinion was that to fight 
for the true religion must be to fight 
justly. Rut, partly as a natural revul
sion against the devastations resulting 
from such wars, panly because of the 
rise of rationalism, in the late 17th 
cmtury, men began to turn away 
from such fanaticism. This is not to 
sav, of course, that wars ceased but 
ihev were fought openly and frankly 
for political advantage. Where prin
ciples were involved at all they were 
principles like patriotism, liberty and 
so on, rather than direct religious is
sues. God's aid was still invoked upon 
the cause. The British national an
them is such a prayer from this era 
and God is asked to "frustrate the 
knavish tricks" of the king's enemies. 
("In the original version he was also 
asked in bless General Wade and the 
"roads he nude"!) But the age of re
ligious wars proper had passed, 

RECENT TRENDS IN 
CHRISTIAN THINKING 

11 must be remembered that, apart 
from Napoleonic France and one or 
two other exceptions < like the British 
naval press-gang', there was not 
usually any system of conscription. 
Armies were cither professional or 
vohinrccr. Moreover the peasant class 
was illiterate, not equipped to argue 
morality, and they believed what they 
were told by the social "betters". For 
most Christians the question of whet
her a man ought to fight for his coun-
trv did not arise. When the Boer 
War started there were many m 
England who had doubts for the first 
time about the justice of fighting to 
destroy the independence of a very 
much smaller and less powerful state. 
And the First World War, with con
scription and total war. made con
scientious objection a serious problem 
for ihe first lime. This did not pre
vent English and German religious 
leaders from claiming that God was 
on fhr'i side, each against the other. 
In World War If, the situation was 
somewhat different, Conscientious ob-
jictihii still existed bur German 
Christian leaders were, on the whole, 

opposed to Hitler and the Allies be
lieved themselves quite clearly to be 
fighting to defend themselves against 
a manifestly evil power. It was only 
a rare and brave voice, like A. R. Vid-
ler. who could ask whether the whole 
war was not better understood as 
"God's ludgment on Europe". But as 
reoemty as the Suez Crisis h was pos-
sibji- for an Anglican bishop in the 
English House of I.ords to defend 
England's attack on ligypt, in Tbo-
mistie terms, as a "just wax". 

Recently, ! think it is possible to 
distinguish three growing trends in 
gencn-l Christian thinking: 

1 .' widespread feeling that paci
fism of some sort is the only 
really Christian attitude; 

(2) th.it however justifiable war may 
be in theory, the hugely destruc
tive nuclear weapons make all 
war immoral; 

0) (a most interesting development} 
that one may have conscientious 
objections to a particular war 
even if not to war in general. 
This is a rapidly growing opinion 

in America (vis-a-vis Vietnam) 
Olid is in some ways a return 
in medieval thinking about the 
hM war. 

1 have alreadv gone on fur far too 
leng and yet hardly done more than 
scratch the surface of Christian think
ing about war and its morality. Inevi
table what I have said has beer, genc-
ral"cd and superficial. I hope you 
nwy be generous enough to forgive 
ihis 

VERSOENING EN 
.SKEIDSMURE" 

"n Lcwe in vcrsoening hou in 
djt on* die „murc** wat vofkc, 
kcrke en ntense ;ook binne die 
?ernccnter tefkens russcn mc-
kaar oprig. nic kan crkcu en 
aanvaar nic Wanneer Jesus : 
Christ us die tuvv-nmuur tussen 
Israel en die volke. die heiden;. 
Wvggebrcek bet, hou Jit in dat 
die gemcemc horn by geen cn-
kcle lussenmuur kan neerlc nic. 
By alle begrip vir die eie aard 
van kcrke, modnliicitc, ravse ett 
volke wnt tot ontwikkcling mag 
kom, sal die gemeentc apartheid 
in die sin van volstrcktc skei- ; 
tliir: mod afwyv Ook op hicr-
dic mnnier word die ..kosmiesc" 
aspdttc van die vcrsoening vcr-
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