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Listitites, considers the whole ques-
tien of the Christian's duty in rclation
w the state. He sees government as a
God-given vocation and obedience as
the only jusuifiable anitude of the
governed. He scts out five different
Propositions:
(1% It 1s the duty of the godly ruler
o msist on obedicnce from un-

g:aih (1c.

(2 Ir is the duty of cvery citizen
10 obey a ruler.

{3 The Christian must normally
ohey the ymgodly ruler,

(4) Bur Christians must not nbey the
puler of this involves disobedicnce
o God.

(5) Even wiolent resistance againSt
the ruler in such a case can be
justificd if it s approved by
someone  constitutionally vested
with a subordinate authority.

It is clear in the context that Cal-
vin believed that the fifth case would
arisc only in very rare circumstances,
bur because he set this scheme out o
the lastitntes, 1@ in the contexst of
dogmatic theology, it was treated as
a doctrinal principle by some of his
frllowers, rather than as a picce of
situational ethics. Calvinism becamd,
in many parts of Europe, o militant,
revoluttonary and violent movement,
rebelling  against  Carholic  govern-

noen-reformed,  sub-
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DI VOLLEDIGE HOFUIT-
SPRAAK IN DIE GEYSER
IEN NAUDE vs. PONT-SAAK
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30c, insluitende posgeld ).

moents and fighting in many a reli-
"'tﬂlﬁn WIr,

Sixteenth and seventeenth contury
Furope was the scenc of a great many
such — down to the thirty years war
m Germany and the Civil War in
England where many fought in order
10 rstablish the rule of Christ's samis
on carth. Though small radical Chris-
tan movements, such as the Quakers
in Encland, continued 1o advocaie the
rejection of all wiolence the over-
whelming opuion was that to figh
for the truc rchigion must be o fight
jastiv. But, partly as a namral revul
sion against the devastations resulung
from such wars, partly because of the
ris¢ of rationalism, in the late 17th
cantury, men began to tum away
from such fanatcism. This is not w
say, of course, that wars ceasced burt
they were fought openly and frankly
for political advantage. Where prin-
ciplis were involved ar all they were
principles like patriotism, liberty and
so on, rather than direer religious is-
sies, God's wid was still invoked upon
the cause, The British national an-
them is such a prayer from this cra
and God is asked o “frustrate the
knavish tricks” of the king’s cnemics,
(In the original version he was also
asked 10 bless General Wade and the
“roads he made"!) But the age of re-
ligious wars proper had passcd.

RECENT TRENDS IN
CHRISTIAN THINKING

It must be remembered that, apant
from H:pﬂl-.mi: Frapce and onc or
two other exceptions (hike the British
naval press-gang’, there was not
usually any system of conscription.
Armies were cither professional or
volunteer. Morcover the peasant class
was illiterate, nt equipped to arguc
maorzliry, and they believed whar they
were told by the social “betiers™. For
mest Christians the question of whet-
her 2 man ought to fight for his coun-
try did not arisc. When the Bocr
War started there weore many
Fagland who had doubts for the first
time about the justice of fighting to
destroy the independence of a wery
much seuller and less powerful state,
And the First World War, with con-
scription and total war, made con-
scientious objection a setious problem
for the first time. This did not pre-
vent English and Germon religious
leaders from claiming that God was
on herr side, cach against the orher.
In World War [T, the situation was
somewhat different, Conscientious oh-
pection shll existed  but German
Christian leaders were, on the whole,

opposed to Hitler and the Allics be-

leved themselves quite clearly to be

fighring to defend themselves against

a manifestly evil . It was only

a rarc and brave voice, like A. R. Vid-

ler, who could ask whether the whole

war was not borter undersiood as

“God’s judgment on Europe”™, But as

recently as the Sucz Cnsis it was pos-

wibk- for an Anghcan b m the

Fnelish House of Lords o doefend

England’s attack on I:g}-pl., in Tho-

mistic terms, as a “'just war .

Recently, 1 think it 15 possible 10
distinguish three trends in
pencral Chrstian  thmking:

(1) a wadespread t'a:n:l:'rug that paci-

fism of some som is the only

rcally Christian atritude;

that however justufiable war may

be in theory, the hugely desiruc-

tive nuclear weapons make all
war immoral;

(3 (a most interesting development )
that onc may have conscicnrious
objections to a particular war
even if not to war in gencral.
This is a rapidly growing opinion
in "tmun-.:n (wis-n-vis Viemam)
and is ﬁumn. wiys a rotum
1 mwedieval thinking abour the
10sE War,

I heve alrcady gone on for far oo
leng and ver hardly done more then
scratch the surface of Christian think-
ing aboot war and its morality. Incvi-
tably what I have said has been gene-
ral=cd and superficial. T hope you
may bhe generous cnough o forgive
thix.
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VERSOENING EN
wKEIDSMURE™

n Lowe in versooning hou in
P dm oons die ,mure” wat volke,
| ketke cn mense (ook binne dic
zemecnic!’ tclkens ussen me-
kanr oprig. nic kan erken en
aanvasr nmic Wanncer Josus ¢
Chrstus dic tussenmiour (ussen -
Isracl en die volke, dic heidens,
wogeehrock het, hou dit in dot
dic gemeente hom by goen en- -
kel misscnmuour kan neerdé me.
By alle begrip vir dic cic aard
vin kerke, modaliteite, rasse en
volbe wat tot ontwikkeling mag
kom, sal die gemente apartheid
in dic sin van volstrckie skei- |
ding moet afwys. Ook op hier-
dic municr word dic kosmiese” |
aspekte van dic versoening ver- |
werklik, |
(i e Tuwsenmuur Wesne: |
Ill' |||1+H'i !
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