
Editorial: 

HIS SUFFERING - AND OURS 
At this time of Lent and as we approach Good 

Friday, we are once more awed and humbled by 
the rediscovery of the extent and the depth of the 
suffering oi our Lord. We are forcibly reminded, 
in reading through the Passion narratives, that 
Christ suffered — and how deeply He did sufferl — 
at the hands of the church (Annas and Caiaphas 
and the Sanhedrin), of the state (Pilate and Herod) 
and the community ("Crucify Him! Crucify Him!") 
His suffering was inflicted and increased not only 
by people of other nations but especially by those 
of His own blood and culture. He experienced to 
the full the pain, the sadness and the sorrow of dis
loyalty (Peter), of fear (the disciples who fled), of 
avarice (Judas), of false propaganda (His accusers) 
and blind prejudice (the masses) and ignorance 
("For they knew not . . ."). Both body and mind 
and soul were caught up and exposed to the utter
most as Christ walked the way of the cross to 
Calvary. Which human being will ever be able to 
fathom the depth of humiliation and rejection which 
the Man ol Suffering and Sorrow experienced those 
last weeks before His crucifixion? 

The crucial question, however, is not whether we 
as His followers will be able to understand His via 
dolorosa but whether we are willing to share in 
these sufferings. Compared with Christ and with 
the history of Christian martyrs throughout the 
world Christianity in South Africa has experienced 
no real perseution. Throughout our short history of 
three hundred years the Gospel has had a free 
access to the people, the Church has been accepted 
(all too easily!) and honoured, our religious liberties 
granted and assured. There was very little struggle 
and conflict compared with what Christians had to 
endure in other parts of the world. 

Our history knows nothing of persecution and 
vilification and rejection. It costs very little to be 
a "Christian" in South Africa to-day. This is one 
reason why the Church has lost so much of its im
pact, its challenge and its influence. We have found 
it so convenient to conform to the expediencies of 
the situation, to the insistant pressures of political 
thinking, to the temptation to be silent and silenced 
where we should have witnessed — and suffered. 

There are many signs that this situation is chang
ing. More and more the Church is being drawn into 
the struggle for justice and truth and love in our 
country. Many church people (including Church 
leaders) convienently try to close their eyes or to 
evade these issues as "non-denominational", as 
"outside the orbit of the spiritual message of the 
Church". Many others retreat in fearful silence or 
in seeming support of the status quo. It is futile to 
assume that such attempts will ensure non-involve
ment in the suffering of our Lord. A sincere and 
loyal witness must inevitably lead to participation 
to some extent in the humiliations of our Lord. With
out such ioWtirication our Christian faith loses all 
its meaning. For if there is no suffering it either 
means that the Church has won and conquered over 
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all evil and sin — or that the 
Church has neglected its duty. 

The Church in South Africa a s 
the body of Christ, including 
every member of that body, must 
ask itself whether it is willing to 
face up to its witness and re
sponsibility. Developments in 
Church and state and society are 
God's way of challenging His 
Church to participate willingly 
and joyously in the sufferings of 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 


