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Readers Views tews 
JESUS IS NOT CONCERNED 

WITH SOCIAL INJUSTICES 

Dear Sir, 

The letter from P. M. Harker fills 
one with melancholy thoughts. 

It is only too true that not only 
the majority, but practically all 
white people are Christians "more 
by tradition than by conviction" — 
if only for the reason that they were 
made to be Christians before they 
had a mental development capable 
of being "convicted". 

Mr. Harker also says that Chris
tianity cannot offer a solution to 
society "until we have convinced 
ourselves and our fellow Church 
members thai we Christians though 
in the world, are not of it." 

If this was really his honest belief 
then he should have realised that a 
Christian, like Jesus Himself, should 
not be concerned with matters of 
government, or State and Politics 
and such like. Only (he souls of 
men and their salvation can pos
sibly have meaning for him. 

Jesus told us to give to Caesar 
what belongs to him. He made no 
remarks about the social injustices 
which were as rife, and even more 
rife, in His day than they are in 
ours. He did not complain about 
lack of voting and other 'human* 
rights. He did not even seem to 
find anything wrong in slavery, for 
no critical word o f His has been 
passed on to us about it. 

The real Christian is not of this 
world. He can have no more money 
and clothing and bousing than is 
the minimum necessary for him to 
survive during the time allotted to 
him in this vale of tears for. as Jesus 
told the rich young man. Mr. Har
ker and anyone who would be a 
real follower of Christ should "go 
and sell that thou bast, and give to 
the poor". If your correspondent 
has not done that he should have 
had the honesty of that selfsame 
young man and have "gone away 
sorrowfully". He in that case has 
not been willing to pay the price 
for being a Christian. Despite his 
words he is also still of this world 
like the rest of as and he has no 
right to criticise those who take a 
Christian teaching to be unaccept
able because it is "unrealistic". 

Finally, even if he has given 
everything away so that, like the 
Son of man. he hath not where to 
lay his head (St. Matthew 7:20). he 
still has the very definite and clear 
injunction from St. Luke chapter 14. 
verse 26 to face up to. 

In these things lie the roots of 
Christianity and Christian behavi
our, not in lei I ins others how they 
should behave in this world of 
which they claim no longer to be a 
part 

TTiat kind of thing is the private 
domain of the worldly men. of poli-
cians, kings and tyrants — and of 
the *man in the street". 
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