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President James Motlatsl: "Retrench shareholders & not mineworkers"

Miners march ••• -

On 15 October, thoueand' of mIners
marched through the .treeta of
Johannesburg to protest against
retrenchments.
The hl.torlc HUM mlIIreh mlIIrked the
beginning of I huge eIImpalgn to fight
rltrenchment.
Abou150 000 mineworkltttl are
thr.at.ned with losing th.lr Jobs.

Th. Mine bosses e.y that the poor gold
prlc.ls lorclng them to retrench miners.
h Is clear Ihlt the mIning industry Is
taking the .asy way out to keep their
proms at a maxlmum. They do not care
that thousandl of famllles will be facing
starvation.

Mine,.. from all major regIons came 10
the march, dressed In their mining
overalls and helmets. They marched
on the Chamber of Mines and
AngJo-Americlln, wile" they p,....nted
thaTr proponlll on how the mining
companlee ahould handle
retren<:hmenw.

The mining bosses were gIven II
deadline to respond to the proposal•.
HUM did not march alone, The miners
were Joined by leader. from Iha ANC
end SACP, who war. also wearing
miners' overalls end helmets.

NUM President, Comrede James
Mottatsl, said the mining companIes
were only Interested In profits, not

people. H. cill.d on the mines to
retrench .hsr.hold.....nd not
mlneworkere.
The Chamber of Mines bOSI, Mr ClIv.
Knobbe, .xpre...d concern .bout
retrenchments and trl~ to conYlnce
minera that It w.s unaYOIdebl•. But he
walle.,.~ and booed when hi trl.d to
add,...1 miners tn the hlted Iinguig. of
Fanagalo.
Wor1l;.... wire cllarly not conYlnced that
r.trenchments are unavold.b1•.
For HUM there Is no turnIng blck. We
caMot ,Nord to take retrenchm.nts
tying down. WI will fight for our lo~.
We will fight lor the sake of our (amill••.
W. will fight fO( the fUture 01 this land.

NUM
• That the min.. Itop ullng retrenchment • That thI mlnn Nt up. rfteflChmant

II' !oW1kln-bIIhlng tactic. fund 110 Ihet wtlel'1IWl' ,iltJWlCtlmenta
• That the CI\a"*,- of Mlnee etlrt 1M. pIaca pt'0f* beI.ftlli CM be paid to

Demands: :9ot1lltlng with HUM on retr.nctlmant
_...

the re4fructurlng of the industry. • That the ba.... pay tor ~trelnlng10
• One lftOillh'. Hverlnce pay tor ewry tMt ... lwc.... gain Gthw aldi:••

year or SlfV\c•. • That '.benched conwMl..get_ndII
ft~t


