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SAFETY 
BRIEFS 

FIVE NUM regional health 
and safety committees have 
been established to monitor 
health conditions and safety 
on South African mines. 

The committees - formed 
after the union's national 
health and safety conference 
in May - presently organise 
in Nama-qualand, Orange 
Free S ta t e , Secunda , 
Kimberley and Klerksdorp. 

They will be responsible 
for setting up b r a n c h 
committees in their own 
regions. 

The committees' umbrella 
body, the national health and 
safety commit tee , has 
already taken several 
resolutions: 

* Blood sampling must be 
stopped immediately. 

* Safety stewards should 
be allowed to inspect their 
workplace without losing 

* Black mineworkers 
should not be discriminated 
against when they are 
c o m p e n s a t e d f o r 
occupational diseases. 

* All workers should have 
access to mine complaint 
books. 

Committee members are 
involved in negotiations at 
several mines, such as Ergo 
where they have started 
negotiations for a safety 
agreement between the 
workers and management. 
These negotiations have 
been delayed because of 
wage discussions, but they 
should start again soon. 

At Elandsrand, health and 
safety committee members 
held a workshop in March to 
discuss working conditions. 
Those taking pari reached 
agreement on all but one 
issue: an inspection. This 
will be followed up as soon 
as possible. 

Western Holdings miners 
arc also p l ann ing a 
workshop. 

A project team a t 
President Brand is working 
on safety issues at the 

We salute our fallen comrades 

The names of the Kinross dead 
HERE are the names of our fallen 
comrades. *bo died in the Kifiruu 
mine disaster. 
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•Thai 7000 workers al 
Ihe Beatrix mine went on 
strike — after mine 
police injured 16 workers 
with rubber bullets and 
birdshot on September 4 
when they were returning 
f rom a legal m a s s 
meeting which was held 

on the mine p remises . 
Dur ing the s t r i k e « 
which las ted f r o m 
S e p t e m b e r 7 t o 
September 10 •- workers 
presented m a n a g e m e n t 
wi th a n u m b e r of 
demands. The ou tcome 
of the discussions is still 

pending. 
•That 3500 workers at 
Free State Geduld mine 
No 1 went on strike when 
the white shift b o s s 
entered the shaft with a 
gun. 
•That Phillip B a t y s h e , 
A r t h u r M o h a l e a n d 

Ruber ! Besent w e r e 
elected full-time shaf t 
stewards at De B e e r s ' 
Finch and Geology mine 
in Kimberley. 
•That 600 workers at 
Zincor went on s t r i k e 
after the unfair dismissal 
of a fellow worker . The 

NUM NEWS Is our union's newspaper. But the paper can 
only grow if we get stor ies f rom you about what is 
happening on the mines. Write letters and tel l us 
about the struggles on the mines. We are also st i l l 
looking for a name. Please send your suggestions to: 
General Secretary, National Union of Mineworkers, PO 
Box 2424, Johannesburg. 
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outcome is still pending. 
•That security po l i ce 

raided our Car l tonv i l l e 
offices. Union pample t s , 
posters and copies of our 
constitution were taken. 
' T h a t 700 workers a t 
FSG No 1 shaft went on 
strike on September 16 
after Ihe white shift boss 
came to work with a gun. 

Management dismissed 
450 workers and refused 
to talk to two union 
officials. On S e p t e m b e r 
18 SAP and mine police 
chased the workers and 
union officials with dogs 
and threatened to shoot 
them. The 450 workers 
were also bussed h o m e . 
T h e u n i o n ' s l e g a l 
d e p a r t m e n t i s 
investigating. 
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