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HISTORIC

MINERS’ CONFERENCE

Southern Africa Mineworkers unite against multi-

national corporations

SAMF leaders - SAMF general secretary Jeffrey Mutandare;: tnice president Charles Mbao;
furres Motlatse; president Paul Puriti; intermal officer of Caradian Labour Conference
and Chris Gilmowr, CGIL Infermational Representalor,

delegation at Southern Alfrican
Miners' Federation (SAMF) will meet
mulbi-national corporabions operabing in
the region o disouss conditions of employ-
menl and restructuring of the mining

mdustry. This decision was taken at a his
terte SAMF  conference  held  in
lohannesburg from Octaber 30 -

Movember 1, 19892

Mining houses targeted are [Je Beers,
Anglo American Corporation, Lonrho anid
Rio Tinto Zinc. In anolher impartant
development SAMF decided 10 broaden
the campaign for mineworkers' rights in
the vntire Southern Afrca region
Froposals on this campaign and the
restructuring of the mining mdustry will
be submitted to South  African
Development Community (SADC] Labour
and mineral commissione Conference
ook importanl resolutions which are like-
v to change the character of industtial
relations in the region

U'nder the theme — The Challenges ol
Change - Conference adopted tough reso-
Feiea] | il FH v T ik
bemns in the ceygiom
On limiting the power of multi-natonals
comference resalved

* Ty promiole the establishmient of indige-
poiss mining companies For this obpechve
b e FuilBilled, it 15 very pecessary thal gon
grnments and other organisalions assisl
the indigenous people. This could be n the
formy of foreign currency, machinery and
varois of hier means

* Embark an an intensive membership
recruitment campaign 1o bang non aiem-
ber countaes to SAME 1t s of importance
that those unioms that are not vt membaers
of SAMEF work evien harder (wwith the hn'l[-
of SAMPF), o that thev recruil 8 sigmificani
{if mot all) number of total work lorce in
therr respective countries This would
enable them w particrpate effectively i the
activities of SAMF

T conbal poverty wage and poor pension
swohomes mineworkers resolved;

" Tor demand a untiorm wage and the pro-
vision of pension schemes far all
minewnrkers in the region

" To lapnch a united front by all SAMF
atfiliates to fight for a bving wage that will
keep pace wath the inflation rate

* T establish an information centre for the
benefit of all affiliates in terms of exchange
inf idea= and mtormation

Omn health and safety conference resolved

* To campaign or thee fommation of pariicy
patory health and safety commificoes

* Campaign for health and safehy fom-
memarahon day

* Campaign to establishment Aids aware-
ness programme 1o educate workerns
*Campaign for the publicity of accideni
statistics throughout the region. This
should be done through £l
Documentation Lentre

Migrant labour svstem came umder attack
and o resolution was adopted to deal with
this evil system

* Tor camypaign for establishment of labour
exchange policies 1hal benefit indigenous
p::-.sph.- and the worksrs themsslves

* The demuolition of hostels and (he con-
siruchian of decent marrigd peaple’s
|H_1I'I'I-|_"--

Raciol diserimmnation, f was fobecd
still rmmpand in the mimng industry.
blineworkers resnlyved:

L

b THL ] von ol ol
vesfiges ol discriminalory peaclices
throghout the region

® To campaign for equal pay for equal jobs
*Tor ampaEn aganst job esery atlon

This ks still being practiced in South Atrica
and il unplie.-c. that wealth may never be ne-
distribated. Bul 0 few whiles would con-
tinue to harness it on behall of fheir future
grand children

Conference addressed the mineral wealth
iof the region and adopted a resolubon
commilting SAMF 1o emsuring (hat the
people of the reglon as a whole share in
this wealth Mineral exploitation shoule
invislve indipgenous industries and the gov-
irimeiil i PuUrsuance of il p-l-lr--.'sr-h- il
afbwrmative action 2 women's commilbee
will be established under the auspices of
A NEF

Conference  delegates came rom
H-:rmrnl'ru]m' Zimbabwe, Lambia
Swariland, Namibia, Boslswana and South
Africa représenting  over 000 000
mineworkers. Upening address was deliv-
ered by SAMFE president Cde |ames
Motharsi, the present president af South
Amcan NUM

SWEDISH MINING UNION
GOING FOR MERGER

The MIF affilaned Swedish miners (TERUTREED
GELY, has decided to seek @ merger wath
the Swedish metalworkers’ unbon becanse
of declining membership

he decistom came atter an intense debate
among the 69 delegates al GRUV s 32ad
cengress i skelelleas, 3 mining own in
Mortherm Sweden, on August 22-26 The
merger question was ong which had
repeatedly come up in the past, W be for-
mally rejected a1 the 1987 GRUY
cimngiess

Il had been put on the agenda of this
year's congress only by close vote, as
many delegates had initially pronounced
thirnese |'|.-=- in favoir of the subpect being
debated by an extraond inary congress (ol
lowing a general membership ballot, In
the end, the merger plan waon 6l per cent
muajority Some delegales expressed bitter

ness aboul the decision which will end
1 years of independent existence of
Ehiwir orzanisaticon

Rut there was a recogninon that the dra-
matically declining membership higurnes
caused By the fall in (he numbers of work-
mg miners in Sweden made drastic action
inevitable While in the Fftics, more than
14 BN puamvers were involved i the extrac-
Han of fron, copper, lead, aing, silver and
nickel, thetr number has decrvased 1o
4 48l and 1= .-l-.ru'ﬂ:':r] fer tall tey 3 S over
the nexl five vears. Consequently, total
membership of the GRUV {including
|.|:1umplnl1.'ma.'n1 and retired munees) weill
devrease Over the same perod by over 20
prete ceyl 1"'!' purmbber of active miners
will go down by 3 per cent. with only 39
per cent of GRLY members left whivare
actually worrking in a mine

RECOGNITION FOR O'KIEP
WORKERS AT NAMAQUALAND

NUM and Ukiep Copper have signed a recognifion agreemen), brmging 1o an enc 4

SEVET VEAT 1|h!|1 lor umion rights at the company

The agreement was *-lhmd wrn

September 10 in Nababeep bul still has 1o be rectified by Gold Fields, the company’s pat-
ent. This, however, 15 expected 10 be merely a fc I1'|'-|'I--'I|l-h A Gold Frelds spokesman sand
the sgreement soughl to make provision for the framework 1n which relativnship
between the company and NU'M could be regulated and huture negotiations be conduct
pd Meanwhile, the parties are engaged in wage negotiatinns m which managemen! has

vtfered o 7

Soper cent Incredse agaihst wirtkers' demand for 13 prr cenl. Workers al

(Vkiep sand that it 1s not the ynd of The world, there 1= still much work to be done. NLIM
standpaint is thal O'kiep bisses should not force their medical scheme on workers with-
put proper consultation lke they have been domg in the past One worker said, "as long

as Ll kjep bosses are committed (0 such poverty

wages, there is much more work W be

accumplished. And the bosses must explain what became of the 1968 (Ckiep benefil
furads Thety also use hovsing o promote division amongst the workers

Strike is looming at
Phalaborwa Mining Company

Workiems

TramM Lokt i

iy CHIGEE W il

al Mhalaborwa Mining Company have voted (o lake strike action in support of

lobs securily ot the mine Uhver B0 percent of the workers voted (o stnke on all three fssies
in despute comoerming hours of work, in the muung operation, job evaluation and security

COmil Faatavrs

Thee wrerin hiolds Ehe Svwedssh groscermmig
respunsible tor this downwand frenad, chal
fenging s decisaon lo wind up stale
prospeching of new mines and prohibo
mimning activities in undevelopied moun-
[dim areas now reserved for fourtsm. The

representative of the goveming right wing

contlition, Borge Hornlund, was given a
vl welcome Too make sure he got The
message, 4 group of delegates lelr the
cingrida hall during s speech S1ing
Malm, the president o the national
Swiedish Irade umien erzanisation, the 10
il “"_L"qttn Erahl af the Swisdidh Social
[Fepienrils, servrrent o
allowng unemployment o rse sleeply
While the 5 e cend oremplinnien! rats
S ranks favourably compared 1ooothe

rilic el [ g

Furopean coumtries, o represents a 100 por
CE i rTease S ey lask YLUAT

Fhe LAY is preparing country' wide anti
|.,|--.4-rr1|r1.rn| |!l'rﬂ|l11hrT'IJ s H1|1 Faas o=
prna kbl dbspedl Lo coipvlinue |‘lr|.II|'~|I Acticins
until the present governmeni s ousted

e comprss revlected  GRUV'S national
exccative. inchading its president, Ander
Stendalen, wha v also the president of
MIT Imternational guests including the
forrmmed Leceeiarv-weneral of Sputh Afncm
mineworkers union; the SUM. and now
secrelary peneral ol the ANC, CUyril
Kaomaphos=a, NUN acting secrelary
pereral and assislant secrelary-genge ral
Kpslema Motlanthe genvral secrélary
ilivmads | he Thie NIT s oo
sembed by 1= greneral secrelary NPefer

CIIM T

Miachaleik,
Plont vt =i,
Blinmguist.

ils vice president James
ife] i ecicatiivn ofhicer SHig

4

Kyl Modlantie

16

Lok evaluatien workers demand that
proper job evaluation be done on (hi
remabning L jobs prading. Onle 442 obs
vl el B botal 4532 Bave been evaluated
foimtly by g commities ol NLUM apd the
company . Wirkers are opposed o the pr
vabization ol the present sscurty and ils
replacement by an outside secuntv firm
called Grav Secunty

Ch howrs o work, workers it Lhe rodeamg
pperation diemand a 41 hours working
woork insieald of 4 howrs AL e ssues
were relerred (o the Conciliation Board
;|I||.l. o lti‘-lljllll'k W I'I'\‘Il‘hl'l.‘l '1l"¢ ! ||-|""r
resorl workers ballobed fur stroke

Chespile imanagement's campagn of imam
idation price b ballisting an averw helm
fng majority voted (o strike Owver 2 DI
wiorrhorrs are affected The stnbe can =tadd
any time, any day NUM remains o 1
bk limyg the despute



