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Unions vote on Act 
M l . N U M m e m b e r s w i l l 

be asked lo vote on act ion 

a r o u n d t h e L a b o u r 

R e l a t i o n s Act as p a r t o f the 

c a m p a i g n b y C O S A T U , 

N A C T U a n d independent 

un ions . 
M illions of union members and 

workers wi l l be asked Ihc ques
tion: "Do you wish lo take action 
in support of the demands by 
C O S A T U , N A C T U and inde
pendent unions conveyed lo 
SACCOLA, S A A U and stale de
partments on 1 June 1989/ 

The ballot forms wil l be dis
tributed at the end of July. 

COSATU and N A C T U have 
scnl letters of demand to the 
main employer associations and 
government departments. The 
letters of demand say those sec
tions of the Act which violate the 
r i gh ts o f w o r k e r s must be 
scrapped. 

Workers rights must be pro
tected by the Act and it should 
include workers who arc left out 
such as farm labourers. 

The letters also say if (he gov
ernment refuses to change the 
Act, then employers must pledge 
themselves to recognise the basic 

rights o f workers - no matter what 
the Act says. 

National dispute 
I f the employers d o not answer 

the letters by June 30, then ihc 
unions wil l consider themselves 
in a national dispute with the 
main employer bodies. 

Rallies and meetings arc due to 
take place around the country to 
discuss action against the Act . 

COSATU has called for co-or-
d i n a t i n g c o m m i t tecs of 
N A C T U / C O S A T U and the in* 
dependent unions to be set up to 
every region and local. 

August summit 
It has asked all workers , chur

ches and community-based or
ganisations lo fully support ihc 
campaign against the I R A A 
s e c o n d w o r k e r s s u m m i t is 
planned for 5 and 6 August. 

The bosses arc using the LRA 
to sue unions for damages, inter
dict legitimate industrial action, 
lockout union members, under-
mine job security and limit the 
right lo strike. 

The letters of demand call for: 
• the right of all workers lo be

long to trade unions 

i l l workers excluded from 
the LRA such as farmwor
kers and domestic workers 
to be covered by the Act ; 
the scrapping of all sections 
of labour legislat ion that 
undermines trade u n i o n 
rights; 
the ent renchment of the 
right to strike, take part in 
sol idar i ty strikes and the 
right to picket; 
no dismissal without sound 
reasons and proper proce
dures; 

the duty to bargain with ma

jority unions; 
retrenchment negotiation on 
Ihc basis of 'last m t first out; 
and n o employer to use 
homeland laws t o refuse 
negotiation w i th . 

COSATU/UDF meet 
Inkatha to stop violence 
T W O peace meetings about ways 
to end ihe violence in Natal have 
recently taken place between 
leaders o f C O S A T U / U D F and 
Inkaiha. 

The first meeting on 19 June 
agreed that to lay the basis for 
peace there must be: freedom of 
association; freedom of express
ion of one's political views or af-
f i l i a t i o n s ; and f r e e d o m of 
residence. 

The meeting made a call for "an 
end t o h o s t i l e p r o p a g a n d a 
against each other wfakh docs not 
contribute to the creation of an 

enviroment for peace". 
The second meeting on 23 June 

committed the three organisa
tions to: 
• Preparing a joint working 

document on peace propo
sals lo be submitted lo or
ganisations 

• A meeting of ihc *Four presi
dents", and delegations of 
the A N C Inkatha, U D F a n d 
COSATU by Ihe end of July 

• A peace conference would 
take place after the meeting 
of the four presidents 

• Joint peace rallies would fol

low the conference 
The meeting also agreed to 

highlight the role of the police, to 
move towards setting up peace 
committees and joint monitoring 
groups and to continue angu la 
tions about the violence in Natal, 

C O S A T U and U D F have 
called for a peace process be
cause they believe that the killing 
in Natal has to stop. Nearly 3000 
people have died since IW7. 

C O S A T U / U D F ha%* said the 
violence only benefits the war
lords, the police and criminal ele
ments. 

Sidvancing to. congress 
M O R E t h a n Tour h u n d r e d delegates from N U M wi l l be 

a t t e n d i n g the C O S A T U congress from 12 t q 15 Ju ly . 

Seventeen un ions w i l l be a t t e n d i n g Ihe Congress at 

Nasrec , J o h a n n e s b u r g . 

T h e t h e m e o f the Congress is "Educate , Conso l ida te a n d 

Advance lo V i c t o r y ' . T h e Congress wi l l assess t h e 

p r o g r e s s o f the federa t ion a n d discuss w a y s to move 

f o r w a r d . 

I t Is expected i m p o r t a n t resolut ions w i l l cover areas 

such as s t rengthen ing the mass democra t ic movement , 

s u p p o r t f o r N a m i b i a , a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e L a b o u r 

Re la t ions A c t , b u i l d i n g the a n t i - a p a r t h e i d coal i t ion a n d 

the need for peace in N a t a l . 

There w i l l be c u l t u r a l days for workers on the 8 a n d 9 

J u l y at Nasrec , a n d a g a i n on the 16 J u l y . 

NUMSA congress calls for worker unity 
T H E National Union or Metal
workers (NUMSA) made a clear 
commitment lo worker unity and 
building socialism at its second 
national congress from May 18 to 
21 in Johannesburg. 

Speakers emphasised the need 
to resist a concentrated attack by 
the state and capital on the trade 
union movement. 

G e n e r a l Secre ta ry Moses 
Mayekiso, recently acquitted on 
charges of treason and sedition, 
said workers bad a duty to rebuild 
the mass democratic movement. 

' N U M S A has committed itself 
10 the unifying of the working 

class in its struggle for a socialist 
South A f r i ca / 

"Socialism is the answer to so
cial, economic and political prob
lems*, said Mayekisa 

The congress, a t tended by 
more than 750 delegates repre
senting about 190 000 members, 
was opened by A N C veteran 
Harry Gwala who was elected 
honorary president. 

Important resolutions at the 
Congress included: 
• NUMSA reaffirmed its sup

port for the Freedom Char
ter as a ' s t a r t i n g p o i n t 
towards maximum democ-

racy-. 
The union called for the re
building and transformation 
of the structures of the mass 
democratic movement. The 
N U M S A resolution envis
aged a more cent ra l ised 
structure, not based cm pol* 
itical ideology, starting al the 
street committee level. 
The congress noted Ihc La
bour Relations Act was part 
of the offensive by capital 
against the working class. 
The Congress resolved to by
pass the LRA by replacing 
industrial courts with arbi

tration procedures, and re
placing unfair labour prac
tises by strengthening the 
working class. 

O n negotiations, the con
gress indicated strong oppo
sit ion to any negotiations 
with ihc Nationalist govern
ment before certain basic 
preconditions were met. 
On the Living Wage, the con
gress noted the struggle for a 
living wage could not be scp-
a ra tcd f rom the struggle 
against the L R A , privitisa-
tion and deregulation. The 
congress resolved COSATU 

and N A C T U should adopt 
one stft of living wage de
mands* 

• O n the way fo rward the 
union committed Usclf to so
cialism, and said the union 
must conduct itself on the 
basis of polit ical analysis, 
open debate and democratic 
decision making. 

The fol lowing office bearers 
were e lected: Danc i le Dubc 
(President), Maxwell Xulu (First 
vice-president). Percy Thomas 
(Second v ice-president) and 
Moses Mayckiso (General secre-
attry). 


