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Thousands join 
in street protests 

T H E c o u n t r y h a s b e e n 

swept by a massive mood o f 

def iance against a p a r t h e i d 

laws. 
The people have taken to the 

streets to show their opposition 
to apartheid and racism. 

Defiance actions la Ibe past 
few m o n t h s have i n c l u d e d 
massive marches involving hun
dreds of thousands of people, 
the siayaway against the elec
tions and occupillions of "whiles-
only' hospitals and beaches. 

"Unbanning- ANC, UDF 
The people have "unbanned* 

organisation* l ike the UDK and 
ANC by openly wearing t-sblrts 
and stickers, TTiey have ridden 
on white busses, swum in white 
I h a n d bmcottrd while shops. 

O n the mines workers ha%e 
protested against racist prac
tises l ike segregated l i f ts and 
change rooms. 

And by their highly disciplined 
and mainly peaceful actions, the 
people o f South Africa have once 
again proved thai It is the apart
heid government and their army 
and pol ice who are the real 
source of violence. 

The focus of the defiance cam
paign of the Mass Democratic 
Movement Is not only to defy 
apartheid laws. 

I t Is also part o f the MDM*s 
strategy t o bu i ld the cl imate 
necessary for negotiations with 
the government to br ing about 

the transfer of power to the ma
jor i ty . 

"The defiance campaign der-
vfves f rom the lack of pol i t ical 
power by the minority of South 
Africans and wi l l continue unt i l 
the people have access to poHli-
cjd and economic power", said 
VD¥ national executive member 
Tttus Mafolo, 

He said people at the local level 
were now tak ing the init iative 
around the campaign and using 
It to start rebuilding organisa* 
l ion. 

Right to speak 
C O S A T U general secretary 

Jay Naidoo said another focus of 
the campaign was "our right to 
speak, organise, meet and pro
test freely." 

In this way', he said, "we wil l 
be bui ld ing the free polit ical c l i 
mate necessary fur any meaning
ful negotiations to lake place/ 

Naidoo said the union move
ment's opposition to the I j i bou r 
R e l a t i o n s A m e n d m e n t Ac t 
should be seen as part of the 
grneral mood of defiance In the 
country. 

Build organisation 
The South African Youth Con

gress (SAYCO) said the defiance 
campaign would only be streng
t hened i f o r g a n i s a t i o n was 
strengthened. 

"Only by consciously reviving 
organisations repressed by the 
enien^ocy, and regrouping and 

NUM Rustenberg organiser TITI MTHENJANE 
speaks at the funeral service of Defiance 
Campaign victim JEFFREY NJUZA Comrade 
NJUZA was shot and killed Dy a white supervisor 
in the purification plant of Rustenberg Refineries 
on 2 September. It is believed a racial incident 
over the use of a "whites only* tea cup led to his 
untimely death. His five year old son, THEMBA, 
salutes his father's memory. 

consolidating our e&istlng or
ganisations, wi l l wr be able to 
lake forward the campaign." 

The c a m p a i g n , o r i g i n . i l l ] 
aimed against the f l r oup Arras 
Ac l , Separate Amenit ies and 
other racist law?* has gone far 
beyond thai as the people have 
included other demands in their 
marches. 

The COSATIJ congress in July 
this j r u r took a decision to mo
bilise "a Nulional Defiance Cum-
puign against a l l unjust and 
discriminatory laws". 

Local demands 
Marches such as those In C m -

dock and Oudshoom have taken 
up the question of high rents 
while olher marches have de
manded the release or detained 
leaders. 

What l> happening is local or
ganisations are taking up the 
campaign and using it to high
light grievances and demands 
part icular to their areas. A marching mood of defiance across the country 

One worker's story of 
discrimination at Kinross 
T h i s i s w h a t o n e w o r k e r , 

D a v i d f r o m K i n r o s s M i n e 

h a s l o s a y a b o u t h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e s o f r a c i s m . 

D a v i d s p e a k s f o r 

t h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r 

m i n e w o r k e r s . 

"Firstly wc must have an arm
band .!•> an underground worker. 
Staff members and mine officials 
carry I D cards. 1 sec this as dis
criminatory." 

T h e problem is while workers 
don't wear armbands. I agree 
with others when they say wc arc 
jusi slaves who arc known by their 
numbers. Whites are known by 
their names.* 

'On our mine there is a separ
ate cage for whi te and black 
people. Whi tes don't have to 
queue for long. When they phone 

their cage arrives, but we have to 
queue for hours even i f their cage 
is empty. Sometimes we finish 
work at 12 and are * t i l l queuing at 
2." 

Another complaint workers 
have is that they have no lime to 
cat, drink or rest underground. 

•Since I arrived id 1983 we have 
never been given t ime to cat 
underground. W c makemcalic 
meal and water to take under
ground with us. But wc sip at it 
while wc work." 

"Whiles arc given free lemon 
squash by the mine and they carry 
lunch packs. Then they sit and 
cat lunch while the team leader 
docs all the jobs like checking 
and supervising." 

A common grievance is what 
happcnstopeoplcwhogcls ickor 
slightly injured underground. 

" I f a white gets sick he c 

Police beat NUM 
members after funeral 
of Defiance victim 
A B O U T 10 000 people con* 
verged on the small township of 
Thlabanc, near Rustenberg, to 
pay ihcir last respects to the first 
v ict im of the Mines Defiance 
C a m p a i g n , Comrade Jef f rey 
N J U / J 

Mourners at the Roman Cath
olic Church heard speaker after 
speaker tel l of the courage of 
C o m r a d e N j u z a in d e f y i n g 
racism. 

O n the way to I he cemef ary the 
singing mourners were met with 
Bophutswana polkx and soldiers 
armed with rif les and leargas 
canisters. 

Without warning several tear-
gas cannistcrs and live bullets 
were shot i n to the ccmctary. 
After the short disrupted burial 
mourners were beaten, sjam* 
bokked and lear-gft&scd. 

phone and wil l go up immedi
ately* I f a black gets sick be wails 
until the lime he is supposed lo 
come u p / 

Workers are also angered by 
the d i f fe rences between the 
quality of food and segregated 
canteens - these arc often justi
fied on the basis o f skills or se
curity. 

T h e r e is a canteen for officials 
where they pay 25c for breakfast. 
They gel two eggs, bacon, liver or 
sausage and bread and butter/ 

"Blacks get free brown bread 
and tea. Even if a black worker 
wanted lo pay for breakfast or 
lunch he would not be allowed 
into the canteen/ 

T h e r e is job discrimination. A 
black man can prove himself to 
be more efficient and a harder 
worker than a white man. But he 
wi l l not be made a supervisor 
Th^rc U no black man - no matter 
how educated * who b supervis
ing white men.* 

'Another thing that angers me 
is training. Each while man when 
he arrives is trained for supervi
sion • that is to supervise a black 
m a n / 

T h i s year is the first year the 
mine has started training black 
miners. Whi les start straight 
away but a black has lo wail sev
eral years, and even then he is 
discriminated against in terms of 
training and advancement/ 

T h e other area of discrimina
t ion is that of housing' 

*Kin*iHy.ihcrc is racismright up 
l o death* A black mincworkcr 
gels a very cheap coffin and his 
body is placed into a van while 
white miners gel expensive cof-
tins and a hearse/ 


