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Court sentences on Delmas three 
are another blow to legal protest 

SOLOMON (MANGALISO) N O N G W A T I , 48. is a mlneworker 
w h o spent t ime o n dea th row. He is speak ing at the launch 
o t a ant i -death penal ty campa ign in October . He and 
Pau ios Tsehlana were later aqui t ted after appea l ing . Wi th 
t h e m was fe l low mineworker and shaft s teward , Tye lovuyo 
Mgedez i , w h o wi l l be hanged next year un less an appea l for 
c l emency succeeds . 

NEARLY three hundred people 
wait on death row to be hanged. 

About 62 *>l these people have 
been convicted of being involved 
in anti-apartheid or polit ical ac
tivities. 

Three of the NUM's members 
were on death row. One remains. 

He is Tyelovuyo Mgedcii- The 
other two, Solomon Nongwati 
and Pau ios T s e h l a n e were 
released on 30 September as a 
result of their appeal to the Ap
pelate Division. 

C o m r a d e Mgedez i is due 

Townships 
do not 
vote in 
gunpoint 
elections 

O N October 26 township resi
d e n t s r e j e c t e d a p a r t h e i d ' s 
powerless town councils again. 

Hundreds ol thousands of stu
dents across Ihc country did not 
go to school on October 26, and 
thousands of workers stayed at 
home. 

The majority were not fooled 
by the claims nf the Boiha regime 
that the municipal elections were 
"equal, fair and free". 

The government spent millions 
to either persuade or frighten 
people into voting. 

Counc i l lo rs promised fancy 
houses, lite lowering of tent and 
some drove around the streets 
d i s t r i bu t i ng a l c o h o l People 

w e n allowed to start voting len 
days before the elections 

The government had banned 
the U D F and 17 other organisa
tions in the Itopes of getting a high 
pol l . C O S A T U was restricted 
from criticising town councils. It 
was against the law to call for a 
boycott 

At least two hundred activists 
were detained. Police and army 
roamed the lowaship streets to 
"protect" voters. 

But ihe people were not fooled 
In Soweto only 2.8 percent ol 
adults voted - many of those 
frightened pensioners, the blind 
and the unemployed. 

In the whole of the Vaal Tri
angle only 5 417 people voted. A 
spokesperson for the democratic 
movement called it a "gunpoint 
election that failed to coerce our 
people to give political support to 
apartheid structures"." 

Once more this is a vole of no 
confidence in Botha's constitu
tional initiatives", he said-

S O U T H A f r i c a ' s l o n g e s t 

a n d m o s t e x p e n s i v e 

p o l i t i c a l t r i a l * " t h e D e l m a s 

t r e a s o n t r i a l " h a s e n d e d , 

l e a v i n g a g a p i n l e g a l 

d e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c s * 

The U D F s national publicity 
s e c r e t a r y P a t r i c k " T e r r o r " 
Lckota, national secretary Popo 
Simon M o l c f c and Transvaal 
s e c r e t a r y . M o s s C h i k a n c , 
together w i t h South A f r i can 
Council worker Tom Manlhata 
were found guilty of treason. 

Ter ror was sentenced to 12 
y e a r s i m p r i s o n m e n t , M o s s 

Major forms of resistance in 
the early 1980*s have come under 
considerat ion and have been 
declared i l legal 

The judgement in the case-ac
knowledged the role of Ihc U D F , 
its leadership and then Called it i l 
legal because of a "conspiracy" 
with Ihe Afr ican National Con
gress. 

Some of South Africa's besl 
known leaders gave evidence in 
mitigation. 

Almost all called for the unban
ning of the A N C , saying that 
there would not be any meaning
ful change without the participa-

Chikanc and Popo Molcfc to 10 l ion of some of the Icadc tship ol 

NUM petition launched to save 
Comrade Mgedezi on death row 

tn be hanged early next year. 
The N U M is planning to send 

a petitiun to the State President, 
PW Botha, appealing Tor mercy. 

The petition says that the ac
t i o n s w h i c h r e s u l t e d In 
Mgedczi's conviction were as a 
result of severe tensions on the 
mine. 

A number of N U M regions 
have taken u p the "Save the 
Patriots* campaign with other 
trade unions, youth groups and 
churches opposed to the death 
penalty. 

years each, while T o m Manlhata 
was sentenced to six years. 

A t t a c k o n U D F 

The N U M said it was "shocked 
and angered by the sentences im
posed on the Delmas trialists". 
T h e men arc regarded by the 
ma jo r i t y as ou ts tand ing and 
responsible leaders". 

T h e y have been found guilty of 
expressing the the wil l and hopes 
for Ihc future of black South 
Africans*. 

" W c salute the Delmas t r i -

al ists\ said the N U M . 

Observers said the sentences 
came in a long line of restrictive 
measures by the government 
(against the U D F and its af
filiates." 

I l has been prevented f rom 

speaking and operating freely. 
The 1 K !mas judgement meant (hey said. 

the people within the U D F and 

the A N C 

In the eyes of the majority of 
the people, the trialists arc seen 
as "respected leaders" for their 
cfTorts in promoting a legal and 
non-violent political struggle. 

T h e ve rd i c t on the U D F 
leaders and other leaders points 
to the growing use of the prosecu
t i on to neutral ise oppos i t ion 
leaders. 

T r i a l i s t s s e n d m e s s a g e 

In a message released to all 
South Africans after the sentence 
was passed, the three U D F 
leaders said they "viewed the 
present trial as an interim affair*. 

"Somewhere in the future lies a 
date when black and white South 
Africans wi l l take a second look 
at these moments of our history", 

four o f i ts most capable or 
ganisers arc to be removed from 
the political arena. 

Forms of mass act ion pre
viously considered peaceful and 
legitimate could now fall outside 
the law. 

T h e y wi l l evaluate afresh the 
events now in contention and our 
role in t hem. A n d since the 
privilege wi l l belong to them , 
they wil l pass final judgement." 

"We arc convinced that theirs 
wil l be contrary to the present 

one. They wil l vindicate us" the 

three said. 
Of the 18 Vaal trialists, only 

one got a prison sentence. 

Gcina Malindi was sentenced 
to five years imprisonment while 
six other Vaal trialists got five-
year suspended sentences with 
severe restriction-amounting to 
the equivalent of banning orders. 

T h i s has never happened 
b e f o r e , and w i l l e f f ec t i ve l y 
remove the six from political life 
for five years without sending 
them to prison. 

A p a r t h e i d I h e c a u s e 

The KaNgwanc Chief Minister, 
Enos Mabu/a , Dr Van Zyl Slab-
b c r l o f the I n s t i t u t e fo r 
D e m o c r a t i c A l t e r n a t i v e s in 
South Af r ica (Idasa), D r Sam 
Motsucnyanc of the National 
Federation of Ihe Chamber o f 
Commerce told the court that the 
ANCwasalong-cslabl iscd politi
cal organisation in South Africa 
and that they supported its aims 
and object ives- although they 
were opposed to to its armed 
struggle. 

They told the judge that apart
heid was the cause of conflict and 
violence in South Afr ica, 

D r M a x Coleman of the newly 
formed Human Rights Commis 
sion said the judgement would 
narrow the parameters of legal 
resistance. 

The verdict in the marathon 
"Delmas treason t r ia l " wi l l go 
down in the history o f resistance 
as yet another turning point in 
South Africa's history. 

A n application for leave to ap
peal is currently being heard in 
Pretoria, 

Conference banned, but participating 
organisations move towards unity 
T H E A n t i A p a r t h e i d C o n 
ference which wras planned for 
the 23 t o 25 September was 
banned hours before it was lo 
take place. 

Once again the irgimc exposed 
itself, and what it means by its 
polit ical 'Ycforrn": the silencing 
and repression of any democratic 
opinion. 

C O S A T U off icials were put 
under restriction orders. Eleven 
other progressive leaders in Cape 
Town were detained. 

Harassment o f a number o f 
unionists throughout the country 
was also reported. 

Expected to attend the con
ference were delegates f rom 
more than 70 organisations in
cluding included student, youth, 
women, religious, civic, business, 
institutions, political, sport and 
cultural organisations. 

Amongst these were many or
g a n i s a t i o n s p r e v i o u s l y not 
aligned to the progressive move
ment like the Black Management 
Forum, SABTA. NAFCOC Na
tional Soccer League, National 
Professional Soccer League. 
South Afr ican Soccer Federa
t i on , Seoposengwe Party, In -
yandza and many o t h e r 
organisations which have taken a 
stand against apartheid. 

The two main themes of tlw 
conference were "unity and or
ganisation against repression" 
and "one person one vote in a 
democratic Soudi Africa." 

The decision to hold an Anl i -
Apaiiheid Conference was taken 
at the COSATU Special Con
ference in May this year called tn 
look at the repressive strategies 
used by the slate against the mass 
democratic movement. 

Worker delegates said it was 
important to develop a broad 
a m i - a p a r t h e i d a l l i ance l o 
w i t h s t a n d Ihc r e p r e s s i o n 
strategies used by the govern
ment. TT»ey said there are many 
organisations which are not pan 
of the democratic movement but 
arc against apartheid. This group 
is seen by the government as 
moderates and they together with 
ihc imperialist forces arc working 
hard lo win them over lo their 
side. 

"The government must not suc
ceed in creating junior partners 
amongst our peop le" , said a 
p r o m i n e n t l e a d e r i n the 
democratic movement. 

The A n t i - A p a r t h e i d Con
ference would have offered the 
democratic movement a chance 
lo gi%* these groups direction 
and win them over to our side of 
the struggle. 


