
HEALTH AND SAFETY NUM NEWS December 1988 Page 7 

We live with hardships 
Kinross two years on 
O C T O B E R I i s a v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t d a > T o r 

m i n e w o r k c r s . 
Thai is the day we remember 

the 177 comrade workers who 
died on 16 September. I98f>, 31 
Kinross goldmine breathing poi
sonous gasses. 

This year ibc N U M commem
orated Kinross by services in 
Welkom, Secunda. Rustcnbcrg, 
Wits region. Cape Town, Phala-
borwa and Northern Natal. 

The Wits region remembered 
Kinross by a mass meeting in the 
Johannesburg City Hal l , There 
were speeches, music and cultu
ral performances. 

In declaring October I as * 
health and safely day N U M is not 
only calling on workers to com
memorate the Kinross disaster 
but is also calling for the declara
tion of the day as a paid public 
holiday. 

Work stoppage 

A main point raised in the ser̂  
vices was that in future the death 
of a s ingle miner should be 
treated as a wor t stoppage. 

The stoppage would protesl 
against the interests of mine man-
aprmctu to make proGls at the 
expense ol worker safely. 

Speaking at Welkom, N U M 
general secretary Ramaphosa 
said: 'workers should consider 
s t o p p i n g work each t ime a 
worker or workers are killed - not 
as a strike - but as a sign of 
mourning the death of that or 
those workers". 

N U M president James Molatsi 
said that as long as the bosses do 
not lose product ion whenever 
workers are killed in the mines 
they wi l l do nothing about safely. 

In 1986 more than 325 000 
mmeworkers and 275 000 wor
kers from other industries ob* 
served a call from the N U M to 
mourn the 117 dead and show 
solidarity with the 365 injured in 
the disaster 

The Kinross disaster happened 
because the tunnel walls of the 
mine were lined with a special 
plaster polyurethane* Polyure-
thane catches Tire easily and gives 
off poisonous gasses when alight. 
Kinross management were aware 
of the dangers. 

Two years on. nothing has been 
learnt from the Kinross disaster 
because no proper inquiry has 
been he ld 

The Gencor mine officials were 
not blamed by the government. 
The while welder. who ran away 
and escaped the fire, was charged 
RIOG, 

The N U M and ils lawyers were 
silenced by inspectors at the Kin
ross inquiry and ncrt allowed to 
ask questions or give evidence. 

Comrade Ramaphosa said ilie 
inquiry was a sham. "The refusal 
of permission to the N U M lo p;tf* 
ticipale in the inquiry clearly in
dicates that management and the 
Government M i n i n g Engineer 
have a lot to hide", he said. 

Two years on the Government 
Mining Engineer (GME) has still 
not passed any regulations about 
ihe use of polyurethane and other 
plastic foams underground. 

W o r k e r s b u s i n e s s 

Two years on. ihe bosses, the 
Chamber o f Mines in particular, 
still refuse to negotiate health 
and safety with workers in the 
mining industry. For many yeats 
the bosses have been saying that 
health and safely is their busi
ness. 

Workers have already taken 
tlk* stniggle around health and 
safety further. This struggle has 
resulted in the signing of two 
health and safety agreements. 
This achievement has proved thai 
health and safely does not belong 
to management* it is a worker 
issue, 

Organise or die - stop 
mines stealing our lives 
ACCIDENTS continue to claim 
many lives on the mines. 

In the first half o f the year 265 
workers died on Chamber aff i l
iated mines. The number o f wor
kers ki l led in the same period last 
year was 361, 

The decline in the numbers can 
be attributed to the active invol
vement of our members in health 
and safely issues in many mines. 

However, there is still a lot of 
ground to be covered in this area. 
In a number of mines our mem
bers have started set t ing up 
health and safety structures like 
safety committees and safety ste
wards. 

Further improvements wi l l he 
made i f workers on more m i n d 
can start setting their structures. 

Whilst this is the case the bosses 
are busy, setting up their own 
structures. 

These management safe ly 
committees must be rejected as 
they arc not democratic and wi l l 
not serve the interests of workers. 

These committees wi l l not have 
negotiating powers but wi l l be the 
tool boys of the bosses* safely of
ficers. The N U M wants commit
tees that wi l l negotiate health and 
safety with the bosses. 

Whilst the bosses and the gov* 
ernment are attempting to keep 
workers away from accident in-
\cstigations and inquiries wor
kers must make sure lhal they 
aitcnd these as these can provide 
workers with a lot o f information 
about accidents. 

On October I a recommenda
tion was made that workers musl 
slop work evcrytimc a worker has 
been killed on Ihe mines. This is 
lo mourn the death of the wor
kers. 

In 1987 workers at Bank Coh 
liery in Witbank went on strike 
for 3 days after a worker was 
killed underground Tbe bosses 
on lhal mine were shaken up t o 
an extent lhal no other worker 
died on that mine for the rest o f 
the year. 

This type of action has been 
emplo)ed by workers in many 
parts o f the wor ld and it has 
proven to be very useful. In these 
countries the numbers of workers 
dying from accidents has gone 
down. 

This is a good example to fol
low i f we hope to change the pres
ent situation. It is only when the 
bosses start losing money as a re
sult of accidents lhat they wil l 
take safety seriously. 

Gencor Ermelo coal mine found guilty of 35 deaths 

Workers d isab led and In jured in Ihe m ines have to organ ise 
l o f ight for better compensa t i on and acc ident leave. 
VICTOR MHLOMI sa lu tes other workers o n K in ross day. 

GENCOR'S E i t i t C o d Mine* 
and five o f f ic ia ls have been 
blamed for the death of 35 wor
kers in a methane gas explosion 
i t the mine last year. 

H ie court inquest found ne
gligence by the mine and officials 
caused the deaths. Th i r t y four o f 

the workers were N U M mem
bers. The workers died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

N U M ass i s t an t s e c r e t a r y 
general Marcel ( fo lding said the 
decision of the court showed " t in 
whole system of mining was nut 
satisfactory, especially Ihe levels 

ofventi latton". 

Golding said methane gas ex
plosions had increased in the 
eighties and the accident la$t 
year was the mine's t h i r d i n five 
years. The N U M wi l l be demand
ing addit ional compensation for 
the dependents o f those ki l led. 

Elect union safety 
stewards to guard 
your work rights 
A NEW law has given the mine 
bosses power to appoint safety 
representat ives to dea l w i th 
health and safety issues on the 
mines. 

Bui these *n present at ives" wi l l 
not have any power in making any 
decisions. They won't be able lo 
negotiate hcallh and safely issues 
with the bosses. 

They are nothing but an exten
sion of ihe bosses1.? forms of con
trol. TTwy will only act as advisors 
lo the safety officers which die 
bosses w i l l be appointing in line 
wilh the new law. 

These safety representatives 
are nothing more than the old 
and rejected liaison committees 
dressed in different colours. 

The response of the N U M s 
members to this has been lotal re
jec t ion . Ins tead, workers arc 
elect ing their own safety ste
wards. 

These safety s tewards arc 
e lected democra t i ca l l y . Ou r 
union's members are electing the 
safely stewards despite the fact 
that the bosses are refusing to 
recognise them. 

The dif ference between the 
bosses' safety representatives 
and our safery stewards is that 
safety stewards have the power to 
negotiate health and safety mai
lers; can inspect ihe workplace to 
identify hazards; have access lo 
the government inspectors; are 
trained by the union; can investi
gate accidents and can get infor
mation from the bosses. 

The union calls on workers on 
all mines to eleel safety stewards 
as a matter of urgency. 

ACCIDENT 
MONITOR 

WESTERN DEEP * The N U M 
w i l l be taking par i i n the inquest 
inqu i ry which wi l l be held in Fe-
buarr next year to look in to the 
death of seven workers who died 
f rom b rea th ing po lyure thane 
gases dur ing a fire on 13 October 
at Western Deep Levels Gold 
Mine. 

O R A N G E FREE STATE - The 
tumb l ing of rocks at Lor ra ine 
Mine , No 2 Shaft tunnel, ki l led 
one worker and seriously in jured 
three on 3 October. 
R U S T E N B E R G - O n l 7 0 c t o b e r 
six minewnrkers died after the 
hoist went up and down without 
being operated. N U M members 
w r f refused permission to at
tend the inqu i ry after being told 
therwerenotMproperlydressed"-
they wereweartngt*shirts* Mem
bers should be aware lhat anyone 
can attend an inqu i ry and there 
are no rules about clothes. 
S A A I P L A A S - TTie OFS health 
and safety off icial has been at* 
t e n d i n g i n q u i r e s about the 
deaths of 2 minewnrkers in the 
same week at No3shaft. 
WESTKRNAREAS-Oneworker 
died in a rockfal l and several 
were i n j u r e d u n d e g r o u n d at 
Western Areas Gold Mine on 13 
October. N U M regional officials 
are demanding a ful l explanation 
of tbe cause of the accident. 
K L O O F G O L D M I N E S - Three 
workers died at K loo f after a 
pressure burst on 13 October. 
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