
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
THE NEED FOR THEORY 

The Editor, Liberation 

Dear Sir, 

We welcome Liberation, and would like- to pqbgratulste you on the high standard 
of the first issue* 

The principle that 'there can be no democratic faoTiwwjfc without democratic theory* 
has been repeated very often in South Africa, but in fact very Little has been done about it-

A major source of difficulty has been a. wrong idea of what is meant by "theory." 
Many people seem to think that a theoretical study consist* at Tftgue and unsubstantiated 
generalities. Others seem; to think that a theoretical edueaoon can consist of a memori
sation of general principles hnsed on overseas experwiir* |b>w many of xfe have even 
set ourselves the. task of making a concrete ancLdetailed atuafe °* South African political 
economy; history or society? .How -many, critical *tn<liM HppftynMt our well-known prin-
ciples have been published? Ts it not high time that critical hiatories of the conquest 
of Africa, the experience of the African and Indian Congr*«*es from their foundations, 
the trade unions in South Africa, ^he. indus'triaHzation of Sonth Africa, etc., should be 
produced P 

We call on all demoorototo^oot about acriongly inei»'asiflg--*kj£ir knowledge aria" unuei-
standing of our own South African cqnditions and problems, as-wetMis the general prin
ciples or history and politics. In our opinion it 'is the duty of the older and more experi
enced people to begin at dnce to summarise the experience of the struggles o£ the past 
ind to carefully consider and formulate the lessons of this experience for the benefit of 
ihe large number of young militants' coming forward in the battles of today. 

With greetings for a democratic South Africa, 

D. HOLT 
A. R. LIPMAN 
B. LIPMAN 

Johannesburg. 

To the Editor of "Liberation." 

Dear Friend, 

"Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the publication of ''Liberation.*' I t 
appears at an appropriate tame to articulate the thoughts and hopes of the voiceless 
millions of our country. I am giad to'see that "liberation M stands for the principles and 
Objectives of the ANC and SAIC~ But T hf»pe that this will not blind you'to the necessity 
(sometimes to criticise particular decision* ami tar tics of the SAIC and ANC. 

I have in the past beeu a critical'supporter of the Congresses and have had reserva
tions in my support for their prjRfrnt metlwxls oJbiniggle. Nevertheless I joined the first 
batch of Natal's voluuteers »«0fceiit to jail loifc September. I feel that as long aa we 
remain loyal to the basic piincWfaf of the liberation movement, we should make full use 
pf our right t̂o criticise our lea<wnfc»nd the decision which they make. Only in this wav 
Till we be able to avoid mistake* and set the people a forward march on the correct road 
o freedom. 1 hope tnnt "Liberntmi will be gmded by this spirit of constructive and 
objective criticism. 

1 For Afrika! 

Yours for Democracy, 

k , A. K. M. DOCBAT-., 
Durban. 
!»[/fLi1»eration " is not-controlled by any organisation and will always consider-atself free 
o criticise* the Congresses in a constructive and helpful manner where criticism is called 
or. —Editor.] 
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