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GERM WARFLRE -- A _Porversion of _Science.
by A®SCULAPIUS

An internatiopal team of scientists and lawyers who went
recently to Chinaga.nd. Korea found what they considered to be
ample proof taat the Americans hod been engaging in germ war-
fare acainst tihe civilian population of tiwsc countries, The
Anoricans hove denied the acousation, but have refused to sign
tho undertalzing already signed by .all other nations except
Japén, not do make use of this method of warfare, They have
admitbed that thoy are condueting rosearch into gorn warfare.
Dvon if thor h1ave not yow actunlly used this mothod, thorefore,
thoy stand cloorly identified with it in the eyes of the world.

Tho reason why gern wvarfare liag boen rcnounced all
nations oxoont America is, firsdly, that it is a comolotoly
indiscriminate) uncontrollable mothod of waging war. Gorms
cannot bo trcined to attack soldiors and leoave civilians-un~
hariéd, On the comtrary, 2 gorn.attack would most sovercl
af:gni‘- anildren, old peovnle and thosd vao are already in
%g th.imgo noye favage dnt cowardly methpd of atsack could

Anotaer recason why germ warfare revolts tho conscience
of ‘mankind is that it eynically abuscs somec of tne most wvalued
discoveriea of soionco -~ discowverics waich have contributed
rhaps more tihan any othor to the wcll-being of manizind, In
t, euch now step forward in the sdience of babtoriology
has been a step towards human happiness, Now cach of thesc
%;.:gggrian is being monstrously porverted to a new form of
sm,

The ﬂ.iﬂﬂnﬂ:l:? by Pasteur and Lister of the role playoed
'Eagam in causing disease and infoction may be regarded as
'boginn:l.ng of modern medicine, It was this discovery
which thanged surgery from & desperate and perilous last re~
gort to a safe, scientific process, This discovory too,
made 1t possible to tackle the canses of disease instead of

merely symptoms, Now this discovory has
basis of a+despicable form.of warfare. - pecoms the

The discovery or tho existence of germs was, of course,
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only tho first sten, e next stese was the discovery by
oeh that sorivg couvld be caltivotod in thoe 1:1'-.mrhgﬁry. This
won Lmortent for the study of perms ond meotlods qf conibating
t ey and (.so for tiec nroduction of vaccines, Dyt todoy
Loen's metod ig uscd to produce the goong recuired for the
nescncre odofenceless eiviliaas,

The nzxt Limortent advance was the discovery of chonieal
gubstainces wailch il reormg, Janong tho sabstonces arc tuc
"ogulfuM drogs, nenfieillin and all the other anbatances whien
hove donc so imc.¥@r the relief of human sufforlis;, One
might thini: t:is discovery, at lcost, to be safe a;ninst nis~
use by the enemicg of 1enizind, Unfortunitely, it is not,
One of the'eifeects of the confinuwal use of goriisicdlling drugs
ig %o nrodilce toulwer gormg -~ £C0rig wnica require larger
doses of tiae druss to kill them and even geras waich ore
entirely iirane, This oresents difficult prodvle:n to
wedignl resgarca, But the scicantist's difficulty is toc
crininals ooportwrity, 4% ecaroful oweo»uratory wirk with tae
life-scving drugs, tac criminals arc able to vrodues- gerns.
waicli"will resiast trcatment with. those drues,

Vaot is the exmlanation of this horrifying Serversiom of
groat. scientific discoveries? Now and then wo f£ind con-
gcience~gtriclien Amexricans or Fnglishmen suggesting that oer-
nang science is fundamentally a bad taing. Anpalled by the
crimeg coxiitted by scientistas, they begin to wonder whethor
thwo ronedy is not to cell o halt to scientific dovelopment.,

These ncomnle do not wnderstand that scionce i merely a
metiod, an instrumeant vhich socicty wses to purgup its chosen
ends, Im a society whose outlook and ajms ore porverted, a
socicty which reeds worfare and armamcents o koep itself from
collavse, scicnce will become an instrument of terror and
death, In a healthy and forward-looking socicty, scicnce can
tlu.ui;l?" cood, The scicatist is not free to chogae what sort
of woriz hc ill do, He must do the work which the commmunity
reaiires to be done, otherwise he will starve, The abolition
of such savasorw as gern warfarc can, therefore, only comeo
about throw:i the abolition of tiwe forces-wiich are driving
towards war, If the pecople of tho world malke it suffieiently
claar that the:- have no use for this kKind of barboariss, it
will be within their power to put a ston to it.
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