
MAWU Takes to the Streets 

About 50 members of t h e Metal and A l l i e d V/orkers Union, i n c 
luding union o r g a n i s e r s Moses Mayekiso, Bern ie Fanaroff and 
Maggie Magubane, were a r r e s t e d on CO Apr i l when they p i cke t ed 
o u t s i d e t h e Johannesburg C i ty Hal l where t h e i n d u s t r i a l coun
c i l n e g o t i a t i o n s for t h e metal i n d u s t r y were be ing h e l d . 

The t a l k s wi th the S t e e l and Engineer ing I n d u s t r i e s Fede ra t ion 
of South Afr ica t a k e p l a c e amid mass r e t r enchments in t h e r e 
c e s s i o n - h i t metal i n d u s t r y . Mawu members o rgan i sed a peaceful 
march from t h e union o f f i c e s in Harr i son S t r e e t through t h e 
c i t y c e n t r e c a r r y i n g p l a c a r d s s ay ing : "Stop r e t r enchmen t s " and 
"MAWU demands a l i v i n g wage". Demonstrat ing workers were con
f ron ted by r i o t p o l i c e and, a f t e r a hea ted exchange, f o r c i b l y 
loaded o n t o 2 p o l i c e vans and d r i v e n t o John V o r s t e r Square . 

They appeared in the Johannesburg M a g i s t r a t e ' s c o u r t on May 1 
and were r e l e a s e d on b a i l and t h e case postponed. Af te r l e a v 
ing t h e c o u r t , f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s of t h e u n i o n i s t s j o i n e d 
them i n a march back t o t h e union o f f i c e . As a r e s u l t 41 were 
a r r e s t e d fo r a t t e n d i n g an i l l e g a l g a t h e r i n g . Twenty-nine union
i s t s were r e l e a s e d on R50 b a i l and warned t o r eappea r , w h i l e 
t h e r e s t were given R100 b a i l . The a r r e s t e d u n i o n i s t s were: 
Mr Moses Rykdom, Mr H i l t o n Mashigo (3G), Mr Johannes Mbatha 
( 3 1 ) , Mr Norman Mai l a ( 2 7 ) , Mr Mathews Mhlango ( 3 2 ) , Mr David 
Mohlaban (29), Mr Bethuel Dishego ( 4 1 ) , Mr Frank R a t s h i l o v h i , 
Mr David S i lhanga ( 3 2 ) , Mr Simon Metseleng ( 2 8 ) , Mr S i l a s 
Adams ( C I ) , Mr Richard N t u l i (41), Mr Pe t e r Den t j i e (24), Mr 
Sikhumbuzo Molefe ( 2 1 ) , Mr Philemon Khumalo ( 3 7 ) , Mr Richard 
Peege ( 2 7 ) , Mr Bernard Fanaroff ( 37 ) , Mr Samuel Nyambi ( 3 9 ) , 
Mr Happiness Giva ( 3 5 ) , Mr Johannes Mbatha ( 3 1 ) , Mr Frank 
Boshie lo (40), Mr Moses Mayekiso, Mr Reginald Doobazar.ta ( 3 3 ) , 
Mr Sonnyboy Njokwe ( 3 1 ) , Mr flick Mas i l e la (44), Mr Joseph 
Lutshethu ( 3 3 ) , Mr Lucas Tahane (44), Mr S tan ley Mbombo (44), 
Mr Weston Kgabaye ( 3 3 ) , Mrs Lydia Koiqje, Mrs Maggie Magubane 
( 4 0 ) , Miss Nkomakosi Maseko, Mrs Susan Sliabangu ( 2 7 ) , Miss 
Emily Mokoena ( 2 1 ) , Mr K l i a s Novela ( 4 2 ) , Mr Zachar ia S i t h o l e , 
Mr Monkawili Singana ( 3 3 ) , Mr Jabu lane Motshweni ( 2 5 ) , Mr J o 
hannes Malee, Mr Mogisi Moloko and Mr Tshopo Maleba tsane . 
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