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Up-date on detentions 

SINCE Neil Agge t t ' s death in detent ion on Feb 5 , 1962, at least f i v e 

detainees have been admi t ted to h o s p i t a l . Two of these were t rade 

union o f f i c i a l s : Thozamile Gqweta (President of Saawu) and Sam 

Kikine (General Secretary of Saawu) . 

A t h i r d Saawu o f f i c i a l , Er ic Mntonga, from the East London 

branch, was repor ted ly admi t ted to h o s p i t a l , but "ne i the r the po l i ce 

nor the hosp i ta l spokesman had heard of h i m " (Rand Dai I y Ma i I , 

1/3/82). 

Thozamile Gqweta was f i r s t deta ined and held under the 

Terrorism Act on Dec 8 last yea r . On Feb 10, a f t e r 65 days in 

so l i tary conf inement, he was admi t ted to a p s y c h i a t r i c ward of the 

Johannesburg General Hosp i t a l . Af ter v i s i t i n g h im , h is b ro ther 

reported that he was "almost un recogn isab le " (Mercury , 27/2/82) -

he had d i f f i c u l t y in l i f t i n g h is head , h is eyes were bloodshot and 

he had problems w i th h e a r i n g . 

Saawu issued a statement say i ng that Gqweta 's detent ion 

"leaves much ground for susp ic ion r e g a r d i n g at tempts by the po l i ce 

to crush the u n i o n " (Sunday Times, 21 /2 /82 . ) 

On Mar 4, he was re leased together w i th 3 other deta inees. He 

was immediately redeta ined in the Ciskei but re leased la te r the 

same d a y . 

Sam K ik ine was admi t ted to St Augus t ine ' s Hosp i t a l , D u r b a n , 

on Feb 24 for p s y c h i a t r i c t reatment . He had been in detent ion s ince 

Nov 26. 

He was p laced under po l ice g u a r d but a l lowed v i s i t s by close 

family and an Ang l i can P r i es t . Questioned about K i k i n e ' s c o n d i t i o n , 

B r i g J R van der Hoven, head of the Secur i ty Pol ice in Durban sa id 

" i t is for the doctors and myself to d iscuss" (Mercury , 27/2 /82. 

K ik ine was d ischarged from hosp i ta l on Mar 10 on cond i t ion 

that he not be deta ined in s o l i t a r y conf inement. He was taken back 

to police headquar te rs , C R Swart Square . 
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These inc idents have sparked off demands from Detainee:. 

Support Committees for detainees to have access to doctors of the i r 

own or t he i r f a m i l i e s ' choos ing. The Johannesburg committee set up 

an independent panel of doctors and requested that they be al lowed 

to see deta inees. Th is request was tu rned down by the Sta te . 

In a re la ted development, the South A f r i can Psychological 

Associat ion has warned that the State would have to take note of 

the psycho log ica l consequences of i nde f i n i t e detent ion and so l i t a r y 

conf inement. The Associat ion a lso ca l l ed on the Min is te rs of Justice 

and Pol ice " to view statements made by detainees in the same l ight 

as statements made under phys i ca l du ress " , since "symptoms shown 

by detainees were the same as those shown by menta l l y d is tu rbed 

people" (Rand Da i l y M a i l , 2 /3 /82 ) . 

The assau l t on the independent t rade un ion movement by 

detent ion of union leaders con t inues . Mary Ntseke, General 

Secretary of the General and A l l i e d Workers Union (Gawu) and two 

Gawu members, E l l io t Shabangu and Solly Pholotho were deta ined in 

Johannesburg on Mar 2. Shabangu and Pholotho were re leased on 

Mar 5 wh i l e Mary Ntseke was re leased on Mar 10. 

Matthews O i i p h a n t , the general secretary of the Nat ional 

Federat ion of Workers and Magwaza Mapha la l o , the nat ional 

o rgan i se r were deta ined in Natal on Mar 13. Mapha la lo was released 

a f t e r ques t ion ing on Mar 15 whereas O i iphan t was t rans fe r red to 

John Vorster Square in Johannesburg . 

At the end of Ma rch , a number of people were released from 

de ten t i on , i n c l u d i n g L iz F l o y d . She had been deta ined s ince Nov 26, 

and had been hosp i ta l i sed d u r i n g her long spel l in de ten t i on . Liz 

F loyd was work ing for the I n d u s t r i a l Aid Society at the time of her 

de ten t i on . 

At least e igh t of those recent ly re leased have been served with 

b a n n i n g o rde rs . These inc lude four un ion is ts from the Eastern Cape: 

Dumi le Makanda , Z a n d i l e M juzawa, Sipho P i t y a n a and Maxwell 

M a d l i n q o z i . P i t y a n a was an o rgan i se r of the General Workers Union 

of South Af r i ca (Gwusa) and the other three were a l l Macwusa 

o f f i c i a l s . 
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NOTE: M e r l e F a v i s , t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n L a b o u r B u l l e t i n ' s m a n a g i n g 

e d i t o r , w a s r e l e a s e d f r o m d e t e n t i o n o n 2 1 / 4 / 8 2 a f t e r b e i n g h e l d i n 

s o l i t a r y c o n f i n e m e n t s i n c e Nov 27 1 9 8 1 . 

STOP PRESS: T h o z a m i l e G q w e t a w a s r e d e t a i n e d ( f o r the s e v e n t h t i m e ) 

on M a y 5 . He a n d two o t h e r SAAWU t r a d e u n i o n i s t s , S i s a N j i k e l a n a 

and Sam K i k i n e , a p p e a r e d i n t h e J o h a n n e s b u r g M a g i s t r a t e ' s C o u r t 

on M a y 6 c h a r g e d u n d e r the T e r r o r i s m A c t . The c a s e w a s r e m a n d e d 

to May 2 8 . A l l t h r e e w e r e r e f u s e d b a i l . ( N a t a l M e r c u r y 7 / 5 / 8 2 ) . 

DETAINEES SUPPORT COMMITTEE, DURBAN. Mir 15 


