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Obituary 

A Leading Woman in the Worker 

Struggle 

IN March, the African Food and Canning Workers Union was hit once 

a g a i n - this time by the t r ag ic death of i ts Durban secre ta ry , 

Peggy Dhlamini. Peggy suffered a b ra in haemmorage on March 23, 

soon after g iving b i r th to a d a u g h t e r . 

Both at a memorial service , and at her funeral on April 3, 

numerous t rade unionis ts and community leaders spoke of the 

contr ibut ions she had made in her short act ive ca ree r : a firm 

bel iever of unity within the t rade union movement, her death had 

been a setback to the progress ive t rade unions in Durban. Tribute 

was pa id to the courage she had shown, p a r t i c u l a r l y at th is time of 

inc reas ing state narassment , especia l ly for the AFCWU, who recently 

lost another committed o rgan i se r - Dr. Neil Aggett. 

Peggy was born on 29 January 1953 in Durban. She schooled in 

Clermont, and la ter at Inanda Seminary. After a t t end ing the Univer

sity of Zululand for two yea r s and t r a in ing for a short time as a 

nu r se , she joined the t rade union movement. 
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In 1980, s h e w o r k e d for S a a w u a s s e c r e t a r y . When t h e A f r i c a n 

Food a n d C a n n i n g Workers Union e s t a b l i s h e d a D u r b a n b r a n c h i n 

mid-1981, she b e c a m e i t s s e c r e t a r y . She p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e in 

the fo rma t ion of t h e Na ta l Ad Hoc T r a d e Union S o l i d a r i t y Commi t t ee . 

In F e b r u a r y of t h i s y e a r , she was e l e c t e d i t s s e c r e t a r y . 

A l though o r g a n i s i n g w o r k e r s was P e g g y ' s ma in p r i o r i t y , s h e 

was a c t i v e in a n u m b e r of o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g SASO 

(1972-77), C le rmont R e s i d e n t s A s s o c i a t i o n (Solomzi) a s s e c r e t a r y a n d 

the D u r b a n Women's G r o u p . 

She felt p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g l y a b o u t w o m e n ' s r i g h t s a n d t h e 

role of women in t h e . s t r u g g l e . On the o c c a s i o n of t h e 25th 

A n n i v e r s a r y of South Af r i can Women 's Day in Augus t 1981 , P e g g y 

noted t h a t " T r a d i t i o n a l l y , t h e w o m e n ' s p l a c e is in t h e home - in t h e 

k i tchen to b e p r e c i s e . Th i s h a s i n h i b i t e d women in a l l s p h e r e s of 

l i fe . Men do not h a v e c o n f i d e n c e in t h e i r womenfo lk , so much so 

that t h e y do not see the ro le women c a n p l a y in the l a b o u r 

movement women s h o u l d look b a c k a t t h e i r h i s t o r y a n d see 

what t h e L i l i a n Ngoyis a n d Helen J o s e p h s h a v e done in t h e p a s t a n d 

con t i nue from w h e r e t h e y left off. The p o t e n t i a l is t h e r e b u t women 

should be e n c o u r a g e d to t a k e the i n i t i a t i v e in t h e l a b o u r movement 

and s p r e a d t h e i r w i n g s to t h e s t r u g g l e a s a w h o l e " ( I n t e r v i e w in 

the S u n d a y T r i b u n e , 16 /8 /81) 

Because of P e g g y ' s i n v o l v e m e n t in t h e s t r u g g l e , s h e h a s 

spent some t ime in d e t e n t i o n . She was a l s o i n t e r r o g a t e d on a n u m b e r 

of o c c a s i o n s bu t t h i s h a r a s s m e n t n e v e r w e a k e n e d h e r commi tment . 

A f i t t i n g t r i b u t e to h e r work would be to follow h e r e x a m p l e . 

As a s p e a k e r from the N a t a l Ad Hoc T r a d e Union S o l i d a r i t y 

Committee s a i d a t t h e memor ia l s e r v i c e , h e r s p i r i t s h a l l b e a n 

i n s p i r a t i o n to c o n t i n u e in t h e s t r u g g l e of t h e w o r k e r s . 


