
Is Mozambique Our Socialist Hope
or Will Russian'sHijack it

THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION IN MOZAMBIQUE AND THE STRUGGLE
TO TURN FRELlMQ INTO A MARXIST·lENINIST PARTY

TIM Mozambiquan Revolution i. at the moment at lhe eru5SlOads. A Revolution that drastically
altered the Situation in Southern Africa "her 14 long years of peoples war. it is ,,1$0 the one Ihilt lIiYltS
the grealest hop" of moving in a sociali5t di..ction. Sut the issue is not as simpl" as that. The•• are
also otl\o. pressures upon Mozambique to turn it in the other di.action, not least that of the Soviet
Union.

The author of this article who had spent sometime in Mozambique and who is symP<llhetic to the
aims and obillCtiYes of the Mozambiquan RevOlution umilines some 01 the Problems that FREUMO
has to la... in its selfoj)foclaimOJd march tow"". socialism. He discuSMS her. the particular problem of
FREl.lMO converti"9 itself inlo a vanguard Marxist-Leninist Parly based On 5fIlf-reliance and lite mass
line so Ihat it can carry lite national democratic r....olulion onlO its sa<:ialist phase. This is a problem
Ihat is peculiar 10 some Third World countries where Ihe nalionalstruwle has been led by a mull;'
class national party. but whose leading elemenls embrace Mlnlisl-Lenini51 ideolollY aslhe correct ro<>d
forward for the revolution.

He shows also how FRELlMO must choon between the two roads defined by lhe Chinese Ind
Russien type revolutions. the one based on tlte mass line Ind selt.reliaonce. and the othlll' on the
productice lorces theory. This is a crucial choice for FRELlMO to malte and alre<>dy in theFRELlMO
Clobinet there is a fierca controversy on the rO<>d forward. On this cho,ce will depend whetlter
Mozambique will become lhe sa<:ialist hope of Alricl, Or go down lite drlin like Cuba,

The armed struj(gh, for Ihe nalionalliberation "f M"'arnbique was ~kloriously ~(Jndudcd

fiflee" moolhs ag". Since lhe signing of the Lusaka Accords on Set'lemb.r 7, 1<174, lhe Fr",,1
for Ihe Liberalion of Mo,..mb;'tue (FkELlMO) has be,'n co"s<didalinlllhe pcol,le's stal,' p',"'er
in the counlry. As was Ihe case during Ihe nalionalliberali"n struggle, Ihe "b,I:I.:I,.. Ihal I' kl':UMO
muSI ,urmounl in order Ihe t'rogress towards ,odalism is lovslica"y Iremendous, The social and
economic backwardness "f Mo,ambique and Ihe f'O"'nlial ""Ii,ical "1'1'"silion wilhin Ihe country
pre...0 I FRELl M0 wilh • Her",.leao lask, The si ruglll. I" ,'slab",h I he 1"'" plc's n. Iional de m, ,cra,k
dictalorship and Ih. sub"<jueol adv-ance lowards sodalism will be a ,Iialediulpr<>cess. surre.;n~
va.ious reporls a",I.1flicl.s writl,'n by l'REUMO sympalhisers le,,,.!.,lln d"scribe Ih. slrul:l:k as a
unilear process, FREUMO di,1 nol deVelop homan .xlernally·based gr"upinl' "r inl.lleCluals and
mHil~olS inlo a m""'-based liberation fronl wilhoul .xperiencinl' di,rul'li"n; numernUS purl'''' w,'re
execuledwilhin FkEUMO to maintain orltani""lional and ide"I0l'ical correctnes.•. I'II.EUMO did "01
mrth~dicaUyeliminale Ihc 1'",lugu.se coloniaHsls in Ihe courSe "r Ihe libelati"" SIrUI'!:le, Ihe
liberation f<>rccs wilhdrew and achieved breaklhrOughs, Since Ihe 101,1 shol was fired again" Ih.
eolnnial forces, FII.EUMO has not ~asily eslablished p<.pular p<,lilical conlr"l wilhin Mo,.mbitjue;
opposition c1emenlS have ,'onst.nlly en'etged. even wilhin FkELlMO'S "w'Hanks. Th..ref"re, Ihose
I'R Ell M0 su pponers who t'",fc"" Ihal, wi Ih an effenive socialisl I'mgra mme, I he ",,"pi.. "f M" ,a mbiq Ut'
will melhodically progress ill Ihe slruj:glc to de~dop a<e ne~Iecli"g Ih. fundamenlal 'ole "f dialeclic.<
in Ihe process. JI ;,f tlte a",,/ vfk,,/ ammN1c1, ,,( ,.,. visiot,ism, ""I Marxism, f/."I ass",ls I/lal ;m:rcmc"W,1
prog~~i,," /e,uJs W q""lilal;,-c dla"Kc or 'HO/"I;O". l'kl,:UMO has I'e~erally realised Ihal socialism
can onl~ be eSlablished as c1sewhere, Ihrou!:h persiSlenl slrUI';lle and r.volulion. Fmm Ihis realisation
is derived FkEUMO's darion call:A LUTA l:ONTlNUA.

FRELlMO ha. for Ihe pasl decade dcn'on'lral.d Ihallhe people of Africa ca" be n",biliserll"
"I'hl a people's wa<, Throul'h suecessf"ll~ rp',motinj: a mOl" lin. amo,,1' the ""ople. il can b.. asserled
Ihal FREUMO has aehievedlhe he,1 l"ospeclS for :'ucialism in Africa, Althoul'h Mo,.ambiqu. du"" not
have Ihe resource, or a Nige<i8 or all AI~eria, Ihe ""unlry has 1",lilically -molivalc,1 human <,,",'urceS
'ha I are Ihe "" ,,' basi,- r..q u ire menl f, .. Ihc achieve."cnl "f "",ialism. Th" so pI".",dty backwa,,1 pe.sanl' y
of Mo"",mbique al\3in e,pln,led Ihe "'ylh of peasanl pas.,ivily by bearinl' the brulII of Ihe revululi"nuy
slruggle. Throullh Ih" tOrreellluidance "r l'RI':UMO, Ihe "",bilise,1 ma"W, of Mu'ambiq"" cam. 10
realise Ihe "pporlu"il ~ I" collectively cl im inale Ihe ot'pression .n,) I'0verl y I ha I It:l ,I l'I:Igu,'" M, "a 'nbi'l ""
fM several ,·enluries. The people of Mo'ambique became consdous of Ihe fact lhal, by libL'f"li,,1'
U"''''selves rrom Ihe nalional oPP'ess,on of I'orluguese col""ialism Ihe conSlrainlS wouht bo' n'rn"wd
from African diredi,,,, of economic :lnd I'olilical devel"pm.n!. Th,' rural "'a"'"S c,"ne I"",,, thal, by
uverlurning Ihe domina"ce of "feudalislic" Iribal chiefs. Ihe larl'" land"wn,''', ",,,I ,,11,•• ,'"II"h"ralo"
wilh Ihe ruling ord~r , ""U,clivc d"vd" I""" n I fur a maj."ril y "r lilt' I" 'l'ubli"" w",,1d b",-" on,' I" .ssilole.
Alsu. Ihe eSla bli,h menl or m"ss organi'al i"ns u"d~r ~ H EU 11-1 O's le:od""hi I' and I he io,,, "Iucli, ,n <,f
demu••acy in M",ambillue havc be.n in,lkali",,, of Ih,' r"volu,i"uar~ I"'ll'",ial "f lhe 1"""1'1,' "r
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MOZllmbi'lue and Ihe relatively prOp'lious p,ospecl5 for socialism in Ihe counlry.
The triumph or Ihe nationallib~.,.alionslruggle in M,u.ambi'lue has brnughl 10 Ihe fore the queslioo

of pr""pcels for sudalism in Ihe eounl,y. Many ob>oervers have e,pre",""d seeplicism IhOl a backward.
Third Wo,ld ~ounlry such as Mozambique could have Ihe polenlial 10 establish Ihe didalorship .. f Ihe
prolclarial and 10 build a ,oeialisl economy. There appears 10 many to be a definile Jack ur a
polilically consciou' prolelarial aod an economic base suilahle for Ihe achievemenl of a ,0daU"
Mozambique. Ilowever, many or Ihese observers and Iheir colleagues have made similar commeolS as
10 Ihe prospecls ror socialism in <>ther Thi,d World counlries. such "-, China. Many also dOUbted the
capability of the people of Mozamhique 10 libe,ate Ihemsdves frmn colonial opP'e..,i"n. Basically,
in Mozambique Ihere i, a siluation Ihal could lead 10 the cunlfadiction "f assumption, Ihal lhe people
are incapable of achieving soci.lism. Throughout a majoor portion of lhe country, Ihe population
rem.ins mObilised, and FHELlMO is now allempling 10 eXlend and dc<rM Ihe polilidsalion or lhe
mas"",s, This pHlC",,", "f ..ising flOlilical c"nsciousness will continue 10 engender the development or
fRIOLlMO as a Marxist-Leninisl organisalion. It is vilal Ihal lhi> cyclical process of "olitical developmenl
should be conlinued .nd direcled by • leadership th.t is dedi,'ated 10 establishing a dictalorship of
Ihe prolelarial and Ihe poor I,ea""nl'y. Espedally duri"g Ihe course of Ihe slruggle since 1970, FHELlMO has
has ro'ged a Ma,xiSl-Lenini,1 ideolul1Y and lea<lership, Through co"sl.nl wo,k wilh the masses, FHELlMO
has come 10 recognise the cia", nal u,e of Iheir st,uggle andt he n~..,d 10 rely upon maSS initi.li"" 10 achieve
SUCCe"_, The va,ious crises that I'H ELl MO has on.,.eome have demonSlrated lhe need for organisation
alonll MaT xiSI-LeniniSI line" 1-10''''' vcr. only wilh Ihe developmenl nf sufficienlly ,,,nscinus cad,es and
leadership and a proper mode of npe,alion can FHELlMO he prepa,ed In main lain lhe dictalnrship of Ihe
the prolela,ial and 10 lead in Ihe conslruction "f a s"cialisl M'''ambiuue. The "ar;ou, elemenls involved
in an evalualion of Ihe prospects for socialism will be analysed fuTlher in here,

SELF RELIANCE
The Ihin""n ynr hislory of Ihe slrugllle, I,"d by I'HELlMO, for the liberali"n "f Mo'ambi"ue

presents an excellent indicalion a' 10 Ihe proj\reSS or Ihe I"'ople of Mozambique and Iheir vangu:>,d
orK" nisalion lnwords ... If·reliant, sodalisl developmenl, In devel, ,pin~ a pnllcy of sclf...elia nce. F HEL IMO
has ac,!ui,ed t he a bili Ir 10 deal wil h ,arinus ,ourcc., of inlerna lion.l SU ppMt, f,nm 1962 In 1969, while
under Ihe leadership or I'residenl Edua,do Mondlane, FH~:L1MO, mainl.ined its exislence Ihrough a
w;de ranlle of <'on lacls wil h r"reign gnvern men Is a nd o'ganisalions. Afler 1969, suppo'l fmm I'H ELl MO
from various churcb vou"" and Western governmenls wilhered away "",t1y because nr lhe dealh of
Mondlane who wos widely reSpecled .nd because FHELlMO became commilled In a more soei.tist line, Uy
Ihe 1970 Conlll"ess, FHELIMO had de,e1oped ;nlo a stlf.....lianl organisal;on Ihrou)lh lhe conducl of
people's war, lts increasing Marxisl·Lt'ninisl orienlation led FH ELl MO 10 look more e xelusively ror
aid from EaSlern European .'l.t~.,. and Hussi., as we 11 as r",m Ihe I'eople's .Herublic of China and Ihe
D<:moeratic I'eople's Hepublic of K",ea. Evenl uall y by I 97 J, as Samo,a Machcl and i"dige"nus
iOined ascendaocy in Frclimo, Ihe .elf...eliant, ",ass line became predominanl. And after ddegalions
relurned rrom China and Korea ha,"nl/: observed Ibe Marx~I_I.cniniSI line crealively applied, I'kELlMO
subsequently developed its mosl fralernal ,elalions wilh Ih""e Iwn socialist Asian c"unlries, This
relalionship is evident, heeause lwn of Ih" largesl aid rackalles reeeived'by Mozambique came from
China and Korea.

The developmenl or orllani,ali"na! slandards has been an a,ea in whkh I'H ELlMO has advanced
considerably over Ihe paSllhirleen years, When FHEUMO wa., f"unded in 1962 it contained bolh
groups and individualS wh"", rulilical and cia"" "r;entations were disp'''''le .nd contradictory. Originally
Ihe approach "f FkE),IMO 10 Ihe liberation "r Mo,.amhique wa, nol unif",m. While many FkEUMO
mililants supported armed slruwe "Ihers sou"hl an acc..mndalion wilh Ihe l'ortul/:uCSC, Conlroversy
ar"", ove, whethe, or n"tlo rely upon ceTlain classes i" Ihe nali"nallihc,ati"n stru"gle. Queslions
were raised over Ihe dependability nf chiers and Ihe peUy buOrlle"is assimiladoes in thc cOuNe or Ihe
s!rugllle, Evenlually Fk ~:L1M0 Ca me In Sire'" Ihc worker-peasanl alliance, wilh contribulions f'C,millcd
r,om mos, ,,11 palriolic element>, ll"wever,lhi-, "nliey <lid nnl pre""nl FHELlMO r",m leadin~ Ihe strug):le
againsl exploilalion "f Af,ican hy African.

l)urin~ Ihe period uf 1962 I" 1972, Ihere We'e p"r;islcnl ~~",n;clS arn""g leaders and c~dres 10
delermine the polilic~llineand lhe "'lIan;',alional ehar~der "f FHI·:LlMO. While lhe l;ole l'residenl
Mondlane was ~~'lInisanl "f Ihe ink.nal sl,ul/:gles wilhin FHEUMO, Ihere WdS liulc that cnuld be
done al lhe "ascenl slal:e nf lhe organisalion, llisagrecn'e"ls en""anlly amSe hclw....," Ih"se wh" wc,e
fighting ror lhe mere independencc "f M"",mbiq,"· "nd Ih""" whn envisi"ne,l" ""nular democratic

and selr-,e1i"nl ('ounuy, Thcre were dist'ules whell,cr C3,I'essh"uld be drawn r",m lhe bl"d African
mas.""" from Ihe educaled, multi...adal, ,adic31 elite ' .. fro", I'a<lill""al !I<'ureeS "r leadership i.e.
ehier., pruf,,"sionals, elc,). In addil io", divisi"ns "r Ihe Ihealrcs nf gu"r ilia wdd,"e ca used fori her
conflicts 10 "rise, Besides Ihe'" p"'hlems, FHELlMO had I" deal with lh,>sc whn me,ely "-'Ul:hl
",,""'nal power and pr""tille. The Heverend U,ia Si manl:0, an e <-V ice·I'r",;,lenl "f F HELl MO, waS ",'e
or Ih'~.e who were expelled for a I'nlilicalline and slyl" "r "peral~'" Ihal undermined lhc nati"n,,1
liber"tion slrul/:gJe.



In the midst of internal dlSSension,steps were taken to modify the sitlllltion.ln March of 1968
"veral teachen at the Moumbique Inst. who faYOured the teachinl of F.n&!ish ill$tead of I'ortUlucse
were expelled for acHvely contradictinl FltJo:LIMO pooIky.l..lIter in 1968, a ""ry important I'II.ELIMO
Conlress taid down or,anisationalguidelines based upon democratic centralism. ay rootinl itself
in the mssllCS I/uou&h the Congress and other demoaalic means and by centralisinlt il$ JIOliticaland
military comound, I'RELlMO pn>ceeded to direct the nationallibention Slrul",e in a welkJcfincd
OUnner. The I.oundwork Wti laid in 1968 fQl an intensification of armed Slru",e, lhoc recruitment of
larle numben of cad'es and soldiers. and lhe deansinl of the .'RELlMO leadC'nb,ip of divisi"" demenlS.
Since then the Iessoo of proper orpnisation and uniform execulion h"" been ab50rbed; and it has
b«n apptied to raise the I""el of FRELlMO ... an orpnisation e""nlLWly 10 Ihat of a ,..,.Iy, ... the
consdOUSnt!:$ll of the cadres increases. As Presidcnl Machcluid:

"WIlco a major part of our cadres and our peo,*, has reached SIKh conscious_lhat
it pl.aces them as Mini tnmformina de """nu of sodcty. then we can !'la"" a pUl)', a
varll ....d part)' 10 oo-icrllatc the countr)',lo orientate the IOvcrnment to promote
lkwlopmenl, establish priorities and define taskJ for thc peoplc:'

The lflOIIl U$Ctu.l and important Ie5aons that FRELIMO a~""u;"cd resu.lled from the r-oc", of
conductina a people's wu. It was d..-inl the ten ye.., of armed nruutc lhat .'k~:L1MOacquired
the kno....ed.e and the ability to dcfut the Pori"l..... military, mainly tho\l&h I"'" d""elopment of
a proper approach 10 lhe mas:lliC5. n..-incthc rfr$l. two yun of FRELIMO's n.iste...:e. emphasis_
pbced 00 noo'vioJcnt action by the most poIilicaUy advaoced elements of the Afrkan Iabo..-inC
population. The brulal supprCl5$ion ot this mo"""""nt convinced .·kELlMO """n more Ihal armed strup
..."ti the only muns of ac"""ring nationallihnation. Ho"""nr, il was not unlillS Seplember 1964
lhat sufficienl cadres and soldicn _re recruiled and tramed to com"...,nce lhe armed slruAAk. Yet,
e....n after thc finl thrCl' yun of nmcd slrullte lhe neceuary coordinalion with and orpnisalion of
Ihe rna»al had nOI been auained surticienlly 10 establis, definile "liberated wncs". C"..ainly. ~·k.:LIMO
fi&hlen found il irutiB1ly difficult 10 melt away into the populalion 10 avoid scleclive li,!uidation.
This susceptibilily was not whoUy eliminaled, as III evidenced during OPl-...atin" Gordian Knot in
1970 UUOUlh 1972. l'ortuguese(orces (includin¥ a Ia.rKe number of Africans) were able 10 rOOI out many
are .... of FkELIMO control and scalCer the liberation fur""5, tl>rough Ihe S1taten of populalion
manipulallon used in Vielnam. Fortunalely. FRl'I,tMO had devcl"pcd to such an exte"l In Ihe five ye .....
before Ihe l'orlUluue operation to be able 10 counteract Ihe "'elLSures aga;nSI them and 10 on Ihe

offensive. In 1968 FRELlMO had used Ihe influx of r"'rill" money and e,!uipment, coupled with work
amon,the masiOCs, to add numerous cadres and lIOkliers. 'n 1970 a dear line, committed to the
developmcnt of socialism, emerged as l'REI.lMO ~'OnlOlidatedafter Mondlane's death. And in 1971.
FRELIMO had orlSn;s.,d sufr-reiently in olher areD!< of the counlry to mounl anoffensiye in Tete
Province and ~tcrn Mo•.ambi'!ue thal suoceeded in diverting the allenli"n of Ihe l'orluj!.uese colonial;"1S
from the Norlh. This campli,n wa' carried inlo Manica .nd Sofala proYinc" of cenlr.1 Mozambique
in 1973, Ihe~byOUIOank.ingthe I'onuguese f",ces and causinc considerably m<>re d.ma,e 10 colonialism
than in areas where Ihe selU", presence was not as pronounced. In the North. althou&Jllarce numbcn
of people ....ere h.....ded into a1deamonlOltn be "paclrM'd", FRJo:LIMO innuence remained SHOnl: because
of ils _U<u.ltivated relationship with the masses and because 0'· its supcrior .,.asp of the techni,!"" of war
required in NiUsa and Cabo Delpoo l'mvinccs.

What tLa"" been some concrele manife:slalions of the mass line !'lad for lhe devd....mcnt of .·kJo:L1MO'!
Samon Machel has emphasised the po-imary imponan« of W'Orkinl ",Ih the maSHS;n order 10 .chieve
'nacasi". effecti'·enCSII'" a conscious. van.u.rd OII.nisation:

"The ...ed of knowtedJc only Jrows when il is bl.lried in the soil of pr<>duao..n of struuk·
If",,", !'lave aln:ady SO ,..ntly lnonsformed 0..- country. if wc ha¥e ......n 10 many IUC<:eSiSCS
in prodUCIion. cducalion, hrallh and comb;tl, it is bea...... """' are a1waf5 with lhe ,_
We wnsistC'lltly .pply what""'" know 10 production. eorr"'" our mistakes .nd enrkh
Our kno....ed,e...

MASS LINE

Machel hIS correctly allribuled FkELlMO's YiclOri~'ll n,~ only in the r",ld of c".nootl" a ek_
WQlkinl orienlation with the m_I. AftCf havinl( liheraled a eonsiderabk area ..f lhe Nllllh ..."
Provinces by 1967, ,,·kELlMO aUJ:mented iU ;n;I;"'1 ,)fpnisat;",nal aclivilies with brll04l%>lc camt",iJ:""
for political education. literacy. health care, and Illrlcullural So:r";c"". It hel""d 10 re.....'j(ani"" pruduclo..n
.nd enc"......,ed Ihe peasanl ry to rid iuclf of tWasilieal chicfs ;<nd l·ortul("*""'.

The 1968 FkEJ.lMO Conl'ess inslitutin".lised the ma"" line by l'",mntinlt represe"tation in the
Congress and other leader.hi!, bodies by maSS '''!t''nis:,tinns. estahlished under the lluidanee "f
Fk":L.IMO. Orllanisat;ons of pca""nls and y"uth e,,"tinually .pra,,!: uI,;n arcld "f l..lt~:I,IMO innue"ee_
Most .Ijlnmcant has bee" the women's nr"ani""ti"n u"dcr 111,- ""li"",,1 umhrdln "f the n"J:allis"t~'"

22



of Mozambique Women (OMM). Even in the most "progressive" African COllntries, it}s dirficultto find
similar emphasis on the woman's role in the liberation stru&lle or such involvement by women,

In uddition mOlSt every village under FRELlMO cOlltrol formed Grupos Dl namizadoo'es that _re
responsible for political educatioR and guidance. As the struggle for the lib<:ratioR of MOl.3ml!ique
intensified, these organisations played a greater role in shaping the strategy and tadies of FHELIMO.
Accordilljf;ly, FR£LIMO lIas become increasingly cognisant of IlIe need of properly orpRising the masses
and became very capable of doing so. EventuaUy, the people's consciousness "'liS rllised to such an exlent
that t'HELIMO was able 10 Iransfer some of the burden of a.-med struggle from the standing Forces
forlhe Popular Liberation of Mozambique (FPLM) to local militias from whom FPLM cORtingents were
drawn. The successful execution of a people's war against the Portuguese colonialists conclusively
hlls demonstrated that FRELIMO has ""ogressed greatly as an organisation by firmly rooting itself in
the African masses.

FRELlMO underwent a learning process during the sHunle for nutionalliberation. as did the
people of Mozambique. Uowever, with tbe coup in Portugal and subsequent e""nts, the colon;alist
forces thal had already been demoralised during Operation Gordian I(not, were rendered ineffectual.
Thus, FRELlMO was suddenly confronted with the reality of peace and power. With Ihe lermination
of tbe connictthrough the Lusaka Agreements of 7 Septembel 197~, FRELlMO could 110 longer rely
on the menacinlladvel"SlIfY of violent POltuguese opplession to rally the masses, Though victory was
joyously welcomed, much of the countlY had not been mobilised during the heat of the stluggle. In
-addition. the libelation W4r had jusl begun to affect the Portuguese seltlers.

The conoding structure of Portuguese colonialism - Ihe plantations, the ultrumarine firms, and the
central administartion - lemained virtually intllct to the south of Bdu. Considelable numbel"S of
reactionary Portuguese had immigrated 10 Mozambique aft« 1960, The wrute (W)pulatinn had incleased
by 140.000 from &S.OOO in the space of a decade, leaving a largely hostile element fOI FRELlMO to
manage. Immediately after the sign,ng of the Lusaka Accords. a fascist insurrection broke out in
Lourenco Marques to prevent FRELlMO from taking power. In league with Portuguese peace-keepinll
forces thoe African population of Mozambi"ue lose up to defeat the I'ortuguese fascist attempt to
declare VOl. Inslrumental in the struggle were the polilically-eonsclous working class of LoUlenco
Marqoes who had been organised to rll"m1y sUppoTt FRELlMO. Significant manifeSlations of solidarity
with the nationalliberalion struggle, taking place hundreds of ntiles 10 the north, were carried out by
the worken of Lourenco Marques and Beira, most particularly On 2S April 1974. With great vigilance
the worke... of Lourenco Marques led the AJrican population in defeating the lebellion of 7 September
and drivina large numbers of Poltuguese into South Africa. They helped to extinguish a i1tmilar
insurrection of 21 October, thus p-otedinalhe transfel of power In FRELIMO and providing a very
important element of 'Uppolt for the .ecwin& of national independence in Mozamhique.

The anti-fascist, anti-colonial stlu1tJtle in the months following the Lusaka Accords was a posil ive
factol in overcoming the lack of politicGation in southeln Mozambiqoe. However, considerable
problems still remained for FRELIMO after Ihe lapid arrival of peace and national independence in
Ihe coontry. FRELlMO had to oversee the establishement of a polilical and economic ad!nims!flltion
that would be both competent and popular. Elements opposinlt the establishment of the people's
democntic dictatorship wele still widel<pread in the country. People whose consciousness had not been
laised in Ihe anti·colonial struggle leqoired political education. Production had to be olganised on lands
and in r"ms expropriated from the Portoguese cOlonialists. Greater problems pemoted in areas surrounding
the aldeias into w/tich luge numben of peasants had been herded. Iksides melely maintaining political
power and the people'! livelihood, FRELlMO WlIs confronted with a country impoverished by tile
especiaUy oppressive and backward character of Portuguese colonialism. Despite the"" enolmoUS
Obstacles to development, FRELlMO called for an adwnce towards socialism, relying opon little mOle
than the power of the WOI"kera and peasants of Mozambique, organised and m(,bitked in the COUlse of Ihe
struQle.

The backward and oppressive character of POltu~uese colonialism has left Mn~.ambiqueim(W)vclished
and little-developed, mores<> than most African states. Po<tugal, Itself an underdeveloped coontry
dominated by foreign capital, could do little bot offer easy access by monopoly cOlpolations to Mozambique's
land, minerals, and -laboW'S fOI capital accumulalion. Even lhat task proved an interminable stlain upon
tbe Porlu&uese economy.

Subsequently, tbe people of Mozambique, while in contact with "civilising Europe", lemained withoot
the most fundamental lequilements fOI democratic participation in a mo,e advanced society. 8S%
of the popUlation was estimated to be "illitertate". and 14% merely blushed with "education" in
attending le•• than .i x grade. of .chool. The majorit y of educational facilil ics wele located in and
around the major cllie. of Mozambique, whele only 20% of the population re. ides. In rural areas thal
wele visited close to Reila. it was actually difficult to find people who spoke Portuguese. It WlIS widely
commented that Portuguese is a language spoken by a minority and read by an urbanised elile. Thus.
there have been continual "uestions concerning the use of Portuguese as lhe officiallanl(oage of
Mo~.• mbi"ue.
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In Ihe area of heaJlh. the people of Mozambique have been len in an even worse position
Ihan they Were in educalion. Hcalth waS deemed by Ihe Portuguese colonial aUlho<ities to be a service
thal the African populalioll could do without. Even in Ihe past decade. when the l'ortu~uese undenook
campaigns to appease small secl;ons of the population. health Care was still deplorably abseOl. Among the
large L...,"centrations of the Porluguese populalion in 'Maputo and Beira, Ihere was lPost recenlly a total
"f no more than 96 doctors for a combined population of 16S.000 Or one doctor per every 20.000
people. Of course. Ihe doctor's treatmenl remained confilled to Ihe Portuguese populalion .Ild to
the African assimilad. In the shanty towns aroulld Be;ra and Maputo and throullhout the rest of the
counlry. not evell sanitatiOll and prnentive lteaUh care was visible. Oulside of the two major cities.
lbere was an average "f "nly approx. olle doctor for JSO.OOO. The obvious f.il"res of Ihe Portugue.e
authorities 10 provide even the prelen.e of health care among other services is a moSI slriking e"mple of the
the PUaSilism to wltid. the people of Mozambique were subjected. Tlte leading cadres of FRELlMO
made the provision of haahh ca,e and "I her services a high priority in th" development of the
revolu tiollary struggle for a !",ople's democra tic M01-am biq "e. However, wil h I he e xod uS of many Port uguese
doctors and technicians with the re.t of the colonialists. r"ELlMO is faced with a lack of
professional experlise. Yel, as in other phases of the struggle, I'RELlMO has learned Itow to rely on the
initialive of Ihe masses to overCume such a lack of technical sophistication.

A,rkulture represen" the far mOSI imporlant se~lor of th~ ~con"my "f Mo,.ambique and
c1~arly demonstrate. on~e again lite para.iti~ manner in which l'o,lu,ue.e colonialism operaled. In a
country with fertile agricultural land in abundance, only a quarter of the arable lands was ~ultivaled.

Of the cultivated land. more than half was owned by I%of Ihe populalion, While the PortUIlU"",, and
mon"poly firms formed large planlalion•• 1he African people of Mozambique were scattered on small
impoverished '"machambas" of family plOIS, or they wo'ked for Ihe ~olonialislS.Because 90% of the
population is in agriculture,Frelimo has been faced wilh tlte enOrmous prohlem of providing sufficient
o"an;sat;o"al changes, credil, implements, and seed to raise the country from a bleak state of
poverty. Altltough mallY Portuguese peasants and plantations-owners have left Ihe country, many
of the large monopoly firm. remain. While nationalising all land and relying on the organised
enthusiasm of Ihe peasantry. "'RELlMO mUSI stilt rely a i\feat deal upon plantation p,oduction of cash
export crops in orde, to maintain a .ufficient inflow of foreign exchange. Only after much struggle
un both the political and p'oductive f",nlS willlhe people of M",zambique be able to reed and clothe
themselves adequalely 10 proceed 10 indlutrialisation.

SOME OTHER PROBLEMS
On the whole, Ihe economy of Mo'ambiq"e is in a Shambles, reflecting the general condilion of

I!,e e,!li'e country. In bearin!: the brunI of a decade of war, especially Ihe higltlY-expensi~e"Operation
Oordian Knul", MOl3mbique has accumulaled a foreign debt of close to 700 million dollars.
Huwever FIl.ELlMO implemented several measures 10 shore up foreign reserves during the period
of the transitional government. The departure of mool of the I'onuguese population has meant that
FRELlMO no I""ger hast tu cater for extra~agant.European tastes, thereby cUlling back imports.
Howe~er,Mozambiqu~will miss Ihe e<penise of I'orluguese in ce,tain areas of business and indUSlry
through many mult;.nalional co'poralions ,emain, augmented by the arrival of foreign assistance
from Eastern Euro!"'. China, etc. Yet. while both multi-national e'''rorations remain, augmented by
Ihe anival of forei!:n advisors shoukl fill a "ilal gap in Mozambique'. development plans, FRELlMO will
....ill have to closely watch Ihe activities of hOlh in the <'ountry. An even more n"c~ssary evil appears to
he the ~ontinuedexport of contract la hour to S.Africa, a rlaelice I'KELlMO promis~d 10 end at
thei, Second Congress of 19611. Over 100.000 workers are employed in South Africa's mines and
approx imat ely 200,000 ""et work the'e allo\(ether. If M.,.'am bi'lue were to sUS pe nd this pract ice,
the country would lose a large portion of its forei\(n exchange ear11inl:-' an,1 would be saddled with
unemploymenl greate' than the lotal emrloyed for induslty inside Mozamhique. Therefure, FRELI MO
muSl re"",1 to certain undoctrin,i,e rral'Jices in order to maintain economic viability.

Othe, major problems have cootinued 10 c"nfro"t FIl.ELlMO, A5 the country developed unevenly both
duriog the nationallibera!iun slrujt!:Je and before, FREI,!MO has to adminislrate and mobilise people
in r~giuns "f Mozambique with widely varyinjt characteristics. In the south of the countrY,large
Purluguese plantalio"-' ~ontained a IJljte tenant population and fa,m !:abour. I" the center huge
con~e..ions were made to colonial companies. In the north and in western Tde PT"vince, persisted
th~ s,nall-holdin\( Afri~a" re,saol population, divided into tribal i\foupinWl, yet rnobilis~d during Ih~ Wal r"r
inderendenc~.Jn SUI" h a large, dO"gated cuu"try • differ~nees Irav~ I"'"i"ed b'"W'Tn trib" I gr<>uJ'S,
hetween provinces. between town and country. and between lOobilised and non·mobilised
(;ornrlicaling malic" i< the fal"t thal I'RF.L1MO is short of ("om""tent aJministrato.. whn must rr"virle
Ihe ne<'~ssary ~uid3nee • a nd cn_""li". tion for the I"ountry. Durin]: the w.. r "f inderenJenc~, F Il. ~:L1 MO
manalled I" admi"iSlU to Ihe I'enpk's affairs quite ade'lualely, wilh"ut "lienatin]: tl'e l"cal,,,,pulati,,n.
Huwever. tJ""e cadres whr> I"ok such care tn w"rk with Ihe I"'''l'le have. in rnany U..,S, m"verl Oil to
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different areaS and Iligller positions. Tile large number of provincial, dIstrict, and local administrators
that were required after FRELlMO inherited Mozambique were drawn from eilher IIle ill-equipped
local population, "miJitanls" trained in Lourenco Marques Or Portugal, or from tile assimilado
population. tllerefore many problems have arisen in diverse aU;lS of Mozambique dUJin~ the first year
of the FRELlMD-led government. Adminislrators have proven to be incapable or efricienlly supplying
basic services and needs nor communicating witlltlle klcal populalron. In one area the district
cornmiSllioner had come from Lourenco Marques, could not speak tile local language, and had been
greatly influenced by his close COnt3ct with Portuguese culture and ideas. Although Ile waS termed
to be a FR.ELlMO "militant". he freely availI'd himself of all the comforts of the old Portuguese
commissioner and did not appear 10 put himselr at the ""rvice of the African people. Tllis first-hand
experience was confirmed by other accounts of widespread dissatisfaction willl government ofricials
especiatl)· in Tete Province. In tllat western province, tile people had demanded the removal of the
governor from Lourenco Marques a'''.1 tile return of the former Portuguese governor. Wllether for
ruse"" of regional bias or of incompetence, tile removal of Mgh Officials from their positions has
confronted FRELlMO with difricult contradictions. Only with the development of the political
consciiowmess and organisation of the people in diverse areas of Mozambique can the problems of
administration and r"gional differences be overcome. The conlinued training and practice of cadres and
Officials. under the guiding influence of the "mass line" of FRELlMO, will also contribute to the
development of a state and party that will serve the people. Of cOurse, the development of a common
language- whether it be Portulluese, English, or Swahili. and a common revolutionary cullure will
contribute greatly to the destruction of barriers between people in the country.

In addition to domestic problems. FRELlMO recognises that Mozambique is lo~ted in a region
of the continent thar features a virulent form of white selller colonialism. The development of South
Africa and Rhodesia ar the end of tile 19th and during the 20th c"ntury added an edifying
dimenskm to the colon~ of Mozambique; it became rhe porr and labour pool for the plantat;ons
mines Of its neighbours. The liberation of Mozambique has left an enormous cavily in Southern Africa
rhat has caused considerable disconcert in Salisbury and Johannesburg. However, the Vorster and
Smith repmes Ilave nol directly intervened in Mozambique, because the country seemed impotent after
a decade of war and since the governments of Soulh Afri~ and Rhodesia were preoccupied in controllinll
their own African population.

However. as rhe militancy of FRELlMO has not only succeeded in
mobilising Ihe people of Mozambique,but it has visibly inspired the sUullllle Of oppressed people
across its boundaries. With the increasing instabilily of the Soulhern African situation, So'tlth Africa
may reconsider ilS policy of peaceful coexistence with Mozambique. Therefore, FRELIMO has placed
special emphasis on maintaining strong, vigilant forces and people's mililias. While replenishin~ its
supplies of arms and in heriti ng l'orr. mitilory equipme n t. tile most im portant of its meaSures 10
strenghthen Mozambiqu's defenses have been political in nature. The political line of-FIl.ELlMO has
been applied to the leadership of Ihe armed forces; in August 1915 mOre than ten officers were purged
because of an incorrect st~le of leadership of FREL1MO has been a notable feature as the organisation
de""loped in the course of the struggle. It has tended to make FRELlMO B' more effective organisation.
With the tasks of peacetime reconstruction and dcfense as prime functions of the armed forces, those
whose vigilance and attitudes have slackened al the end of armed strullllle ha"" been removed, The
consciousness and vigilance of the people have been heighrened through the publicising of FRELlMO
purges and through other methods.

FRELlMO'S FOREIGN POLICY
As FRELlMO has developed a conceptualisation of itself as a revolutionary organisation and of

Mozambique as a country requiring revolution, it has developed an appropriate foreign policy. While
diplomatically controlling its hOSlility against the white selller regimes on its borders, FRELlMO
hall actively supported liberation ~roups. During the offensive in Ihe Tete l'Tovince, FRELlMO and ZANU
developed an especially close relalionship in the execution of people's war Bgainstthe Rhodesian and
Portuguese colonialislS. Although the international positions of FRELlMO and ZANU differed initiatl~

the~ have been drawn together throudllhe Chine","'trle struggle that they l:>oth have undertaken.
With the intensification of the conflicl in Zimhabwe, FRELlMO has assisted the people's armed forces b~

.etting up camps for Zimbabwean freedom fighurs along its long border. In the recent conflict between the
capitulationlst clique, led b~ Joshua Nkomo, and the African National Cooncil, I'R EL1MO ha.
supported Muzorewa, Sithole, and Chikerema. In the African Liberation Commillee's meeting, recendr
held in Lourenco Marques in Januar~ 1916 the seating of Ihe legirimately, majority'<'upported ANC wa. upheld
opheld by Sarnora Machel and lhe other delegates. The f"tilitr of further nc!\Otiatio,," waS .tresud, and
the call for intensified armed struul" W"~s raised

In the CaSe of the Azanian freedom .truAAle, the African National ConlP''''''' (ANC) and the J'an Africanist
Africanist Con!U"e"" (I'AC) ar" botll su"""rted. The PAC and the ANC have recently opened offices in
Lourenc.. Marques, and both aUended the Organisalion of African Unity's ALe meetinll in the Mozambiquan
capital.
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The most controvers1B1 aspecl of the foreign policy 01 Mozambique concerns Angola. FRELlMO
has pointedly ignored the warnings of its Chines~ and Marxist_Leninist friends about Angrola. Instead
FRELIMO has mistakenly perceived massive Ru~ian and Cuban intervention as "fraternal assistance" from
"our natural allies". Thus, the FRELlMO leadership has failed to make the important ltialecticalanalysis
of Russia as a superpower, leaving tremendous questions about FRELlMO's potential as a Marxist-
Leninist Party. FRELIMO has also papered over the fact that the MPLA L~ employing militarist
methods to gain control Over the major part of Angola. FRELlMO disregards th~ fact that UNITA has
already successfully mobiliseds609'oof Angola's population, mostly peasants, in the process of fighting a
people's War. While achieving commendable sUccesses among urban populations, the M"LA has performed
pitifully with respect to Angola's peasantry. FRI-:LIMO's leadership should r......xamine FRELIMO's
history as a liberation movement in order to discover its mistakes in relation to Angola.

The position of FRELlMO on Angola is based upon the long~tandinllcommittment of the leadership
towards other liberation organisations. In 1911, the present vice-I'resident of Mo<ambique. Marcelino
dos Santos, was instrumental in the establishment of the Conference of Nationalist Organisations of
the Portu&uese COlonies (CONCI') of which bolh FRELlMO and the M"LA were memb~rs, [los
Sanlos became the secretary general of the permanent secretariat of CONCI'. Most CONeO delegates
inclUdin& Dos Santos and MI'LA leader, Dr. Agostinho Nelo, were h~avily inclin~d IOwards Russia,
and member organisations received a large proportion of their aid through Moscow; In t';l69, FRELlMO
and CONCI' were prominent in Ihe Russian-backed Khartoum Conferenc~.The Conference represented
an attempl 10 supersede the OAU Liberation Committee (ALe) that also supporkd organis.ations nol
in favour with Mosoow.

Since 1969,the international position of F!OoLlMO has diverged from that of its CONCP
counterparts. With increasing conlacts wilh I'eking for material and moral support, most of the
FRELlMO leadershiv has become mOSI associative with China and ot her Asian socialist countries.
However throulth certain individuals I'RELIMO maintains close relations still wilh CONCP, as well as
Russia, Eastern European countries, and Cuba. FRELlMO still refers to the Sino-Soviet split as
"unforlunate" for the "socialisl oountries". However, FRELlMO recol:nis..,. that il would nol be
advantageous at present to alienate a large SOurc~ of foreign assidance, as weU as a section of I-"RELlMO
cadres. Of course, FRELIMO has not y~1 hegun 10 experience the excessive demands that have been mad~
by Russia and ilii allies towards their other Third World clients.

In the future, I-'RELlMO plans to form a Marxist·Leninist P:trty to lead in Ihe establishmenl! and
construction of socialisn' in Mozambhlue. At that time, its interna tional position on such issues as
Angola and Russian social.impcrialism will be of paramounl importance. Currently, the Marxist_Leninist
movem~nt is in the midst of a heated debale over reviSionism and social-imperialism." widely supported
notion has been rai""d lhat contends that as a lonl: as MarxiS!-Leninis! Party or a liberation orltanWilion
combats revisionism in its own ran"", it. international position is not of major importance. These proponents
poinl to a socialisl country like Viel~m to demonstrate their point. Howev..... , past experience doC!l
not uphold this position. While endeavouring to combat revisonism within its ran"", the social
democratic Second International's international position on the Hrsl World War contributed to the
movemnel's rapid demise. Also, che approach of tbe various Communist I'arly lead~rshi(15 to the Third
Inlernational's United I'ront against War and Fascism was a major delerminant of the strength of their
adherence 10 Marxism-Leninism. Therefo.e, a much stronger conlention can be made that a party or
movement's international position is an integral part of its cbaracter. If the Vietnam Worker's Party
has not yet denounced revisionism and social imperialism One must question the VWl"s line and its
leadership.

The same holds true for FRELlMO on~ must question the ability of FRELlMO to lead in the buidling
of a Marxist·Leninist P:trt y and socialism in Mo •.ambiq ue, if it t mows its international support behind
powers and movements that suppr~ss the masses and prove to be ant;"popular, whil~ at the same lim~
proclaiming "socialist principles".

In atlemplinll to establish a Marxist-Leninist Party and move towards socialism, I-·RF.LIMO finds
itself in a unique hislorical position, compar~d 10 the socialist countries. In China or Albania, the
Marxist·Leninist party wo"s formed and was the leading force in the liberation movemenl well befoIC
the national democratic revolution waS victorious. Most M·L parties broughtlonll experience to the
tasks of buildinlt socialism and maintaining the dictatorship of the proletariat, The \Wrkinlt masses
in the socialist countries sumequently were highly prepared and properly guided by tested_Marxist·
Leninist parties. In Mozambique, it is obvious that 'lhe workers and peasants of Ihe new People'.
RepUblic have nol bun accomodated 10 such an extent. While FRELlMO has many cadres,
experienced both in theory and practice, it still must train and rectify more. Also, FRELIMO must
become luted in praClice as an organisation before it can becom~ Marxist_L~ninistl'arty.

Olher eounlri"". mainly in the Third World, have altempted to o'Kllnise a Marxist_Leninist party
r". an advanc~ toward, SOCialism after th~ c"mpletion of the national liberation stru~lI.Ie.Cuba was
une uf the first 10 all~ml't what I'R~:UMO is endeavourin~ 10 accomplish now. By now it appears
evident why Cuha's allempt falleJ. I'"lides and pI..;I;OnS that alienated p"lcntially_valuahle dass
allies;a nen-enlunial d~pendenc~nn the Snyiel Hn;",': and the formatinn nf a party Ihat contained
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mostl)' pelll·t>uorgeois radicals and hopeless revisonists were among Ihe prominent mistakes mad~
in Cuba. FKELlMO muSI absorb the lesson lhat has been produced Uuough the neg:llive e~ample of
CUba: pralice selr-reliance, depend on mass i"iti31iv~.and advance in ,a dialectical an d conC~Tled
manner.

Since Ihe "wind_ of change" swepl acro.<s Ahica and ""rts of the Middk Easl in Ihe 196Os, numerous
counlries have atlempled 10 traverse lhe palh upon which FRELlMO has embarked. In 1964. a g.oup
of n'ilitary officers, intellectuals. and workers formed 11.. National Movement of lhe RevolUlion (MN R)
10 safeguard Ihe victor)', in 1963, of Ihe people of Congo-Brazzaville apinsl neo-<:oloniahm.

TURNING FRELlMO INTO A M-L PARTY
Afler five )'Clrs of preparalion and struggle, lhe Part)' of Labour of the Coogo (PeT) waS founded
as wu Ihe People's Republic of the Congo, on n"",ember 31,1969. The l'TC was declared to be based
upo... "scientific socialism". Since thal time, Ihe PTC h"" done much 10 lead lite people of the Congo
towuds Ihe building of socialism. The Congo's weallh and nalural resources have been nalionalised. A
National Democralic Confelence was held in Jul)' 1912 for the purpose of discussion and criticism of
tlte PTe. In Jul)' 1975, Ihe first national development plan was announced, wilh the intenlion of placing
Ihe econom)' under strict popular conlrol and slale conlrol. Finall)', the PTC has held Iwo Congresses
to edif)' itself and 10 define the directions thal Ihe party and Ihe coUntl)' should lake in the currenl
popular democralic sl.3ge of Ihe revolution. All totalled the People's Kepuhlic has advanced farlher
towards socialism in six )'ears than Ihe Cuban Revolul io" has in 18. How~ver. man)' serious obstacles
remain for the Congo, especiall)' Ihe lask of achieving self-reliance and Ihe necessit)' 10 stand nrm
ala;..._1 Ihe two superpowers.

The People's Democralic Republic of Yemen is anolher excdlenl example for I'RF.LIMO 10 follow
in the building of bolh the Marxist_Lcninisl Parly and sodalism from Ihe seed of a nalional liberation
movement. After achieving independen"" from Britain in 1967, Yemen has developed similarl)' 10 Ihe
People's RepUblic of lhe Congo wilh tw<.> major differences. The Uniled Political Organisalion -
Nalional I'.ont of Yemen has stressed Ihe class struggle (of poor peas nts against landlords, for example)
more apparentl)' than the PTC. On Ihe ou'er hand, Ihe PTC has engendered democrac)' within Ihe
Con.o and within Ihe pa'I)', while Ihe UI'().NF has nol held an election wilhin Ihe l)I'R of Yemen.

Therefore, in conslructing bolh Ihe M-L Vart)' and a sodalisl Mozambi<jue. Frelimo has predecess"rs
in other counlries. Thus far, I'R ELlM 0 has generall)' be.,n emulate correct .,xam pies and to luard Igainst
incorrecl on.,s. In moving lowards socialism, FRELlMO has paid consla", altenlion 10 promolingthe mass
organisation and inilialive of lhe people of Mozambi<jue. In the area of agriuciture, J.-RF.L1MO has not
only campaigned f(W Ihe re-aUocation of "land to Ihe liller". bUI has also promoled cooperation and mutual
aid among the peasantry. Concerled action amonpl Ihe I"'asanlr)'in a tradilional praClice and has b.,come a
valuable instrument for I'kELIMO 10 lead in Ihe reorltlnisalion of a~ricullure.

The lwo major f(Wrns of cooperative and collective organisation are Ihe colleclive machambas and Ihe
a1deias comunais. The collective machambas are usuall)' oombinalions of smaU clusters of peasants whose
numbers amount to belween 200 and 500 people. The coUective macham!>as have proven ver)' effective
in concenlraling and increasing production, in encouraging cooperalion, and in the raising of political
consciousness. In 1915, FRELlMO embarked on a campaign 10 rai", rural organisation 10 a higher plane
by introducinllthe aldeias comunais. These represenl an efforllo beltin Ihe widespr.,ad collectivsalion
of agriculture and Ihe crealion of a new "rural man". Originall)' the aldeias com unais have sprea d
Ihroughoul Ihe country, as several'collecti"" machamhas combine Iheir efforls, Thus far, FRELlMO has quile
quile successfull)' moved the peasantry lowards an equiy-"Ient of the "Greal Leap Forward" lhat lriumphed
.n Cllina. AllhoUlh collectivisation of agiucllure may take )'eal'li 10 complele, the people of Mozambique
and Ihe cadles of I'RELlMO can ciaim 10 have outpaced Ih.,ir Tan~.anian counl~rparls b)' far.

As previousl)' mentioned, Ihe organisation of lhe masses has affected the ~nlire counlr)'. The Organisalion
or Moumbi'luan Women (OMM) has already I><:en noted for its Iongevit)' and effectiveness. rel:llive
relative to Ihe reSI of Africa. A concerl~d dforl has been made since Ihe end of 191410 orpni... and slrenglher
Ihe workinll dass in trade unions. Besides "ngalling in polilical and economic activily, the lrade unions
bave begun to marshalllraininll COUl'lieS and facilities for the wo.kers. Youth organisalions also emphasise
the educat;onal aspecl in Ihe hands of t"~ now-enlhusi:!sl ic ma"""s, great strides have already heen mad~.

Not onl)' have schools been buill and a popular curriculum devised, !>ullilerac)' campaign have sprun. up
Ihroughout the counlr)'. In Ihe area of health, Korea, China and "Ih.,r fo.eign donurs have helped 10 fill
lhe lap by sending doctors, m~dicine and experlise. However, I'kJ.:LlMO has f"lIowed the Chinese example
b)' emphasising preventive mdeicine. Campaigll allainsl specmc diseases were an earl)' fealure of FRELIMO
polic)', ebbing away as Ihe danll:er "f serious epidemics decr~"""d.C urre"II)', a cam paign 10 provide ever),
household wilh a Ialrine is sweepin!: the \;"unlr)'.

The various forms of acl ivit)' among Ihe mOL'lSes enha nces sulidarit)' amu nd FR ELl MO and Ihe advance
lowards socialism. However. 11><: raisinll uf political conscioo"nes.~of the people .emain. Ihe m<>SI
impurla,,1 form of aClivit)'. The lorlg""slablish~dconsciHl.t'lness .aising organisations, Ihe GrllpO"
l)'nami,.,,,.Ior,,,, have been flOW eslablished Ihwul';houI Ihe counlry; The (;'I)'s are l"caled at Ihe level
"r Ihe machamba and aldeia. lhe factor)', and Ihe local cnmmu";I)'. llesides helpin~ In raise the polilical
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consciousness of Ihe people, IIH: G'))., arc inslrumental in prrodudn~ b<>lh an undcrstandin~and lhe
implemenlalion of FRELlMO polic~, G.I)·s. aid in Ille mobilisalion of people 10 form maSS o'll3llisalions
'nd carry "UI Ihe re~olulion.Throu~h lhe G.D's.lhe people <lueslion and Ihen a_ppl~ dir.ecti'{es in Illeir 0,,11
creali~e man ne,. In Ihis way IheG.D's pe,form a mOSI has;" and vilal demoeral'c f"ncl""'.

Howe~e, lhe development of Ihe G n ... Illroughoul Ille country Ilas Ileen moSl uneven. In areas whe'e
lhe anli.colonial slruggle W'~s n'OSI fierce, the G D's Ilave been proltle",in~well. In Ihe areas, I visiled,
such as lleira, the G.D·s leave much to be desired. It appeared Ihal n,,11l class and nalional sl,uggle had
not gained much in inlensity and thal FRELIMO waS experiencing a difficulllime in organisng and
nlObilising the populace. Also, e~en in the most m~itanl a,eas, if polilical wo,k and struggle does
nol continue, mass enlhusiasm bellins to wane. This trend lhreatens the national democratic rev"luli"n
in quite a few areas. Of course, there is the tendency fo, I he people to become '",cr••ealous nr misled
in lheir activities. Ihereb~, mistakes ha~e been committed in relation 10 llle lolerance of religion, as
well as to llle trealmenl of the 50.000I'o<lUllu,,"e wllo chose to remain. 11 is llle responsillilily of lhe
G'D's 10 unde'take criticism and sel(-crilidsm in the"" matters. Only Ihrough lhe inl,...weavillg of
pracl;ce wilh both tlloor~ and ideology can tile G'D.... bee-,me effecti~e agenls of the revulition in
Mozambique.

Although much work ren'ains among the worke,s and peasanls of Mo~.ambiu"e. I'RELlMO has
inilialed th lask of building lhe M"r~ist·LcninistI'arly. In Jul~ 1915, Samora Machel ann"u",..,d tile
commence me nl of Co",ites de 1':I,t ido IhH,ulthouI Ihe counlfy and t he establish menl of a part y school.
The parly commillees are $el up and coordinated by FIH:L1MO ead'es in conjunclion with lhe mosl
mililanl and dfecti~e G'up'''; l)ynami,adores~Thepart~ cnmmillees a,e responsible fm Ihe slectinn of
the mOSI advanced ""ctinns of Ihe Mozam bill uan """lOnll class and peasant' Yfor t 'aining as FR ELl M0
pa,ly cadres.

They a,e also supposed 10 p'cpare lhe l>enple for the evenlual introduction of a Mar~iSI·Leni";st
party. Thus rar, Ihe lask continues nr esla btishi ng effecl i~e part y corn mit lees, bot nn c'edible
conjectu,e can yet be made as In whether and wllen MOlambiuue will have" parly.

The prospects for socialism in MOlambiuue ,emain as indeterminable as Ih... I'nssibility .)f crealinlt
a Ma,xist·Lenin;st l'arly. Too man~ obSlacles still ,emain in the cun"n!, nalional demnc,"tic Slalole
of the re~ol"I ion fo, FI( ELlMO to become o~e,I~...,,,nct'rnedabout t he dislant fot ure, Rec"n tly, Ihe
FkELlMO leadership was faced wilh yet a"olher reyolt witllin Ille people's armed furccs. Anli.
popular elements have nOl heen entirely eXl'unlted f,om positi"ns of resp"nsibililY. '(caclinnaries an,",
fascists posing as re~olutiona"e.' represen I Ihe Ilrealesl lhreat 10 I'R ~:L1 M0 and popula, power. I"
addilion, PorloBue"" who may ha~e pro""n yaluable 10 Mo'.ambi'lue ha~e co"linued 10 leave Ihe
counlry. Many daim lllat lhey ha~e been harassed h~ bolll black individu.ls and by llle FRELIMO
g..~ernmenl. New measu,es, calling fnr lhe confiscalion "f all pri~ate real estates can ,,,,Iy lead I"
lhe fu,ther emigralion of the few I'orlultuese who a,e lefl. If I'REUMO is I" hui'd a ,,,If-relianl
socialisl stale, it m"st dedicate ilself 10 a long lo,t ""US pmc,,"s of rec"nSl ,uclion "nd
de~e1opmenl. Inst'umenlal in lh;s proce". will be the Ihe 1,,"):·su(feri,,1ol wo,kers and I",asants of
Molambiuue who ha ~e started theit own hisl"r y wil h ~i,t uall y "o1 hi n It excel't a re ~nlul io".

WE ARE LEADING A CLASS

STRUGGLE TO CREATE A NEW MAN
SAYS SAMQRA MACHEL IN INTERVIEW WITH LE MQNDE MAY 1976

The leade,s of Mo,amh;uue seem 'esolved lndi,eetly help the mo""me"" for lhe liberali"" "f
Soull'ern Africa and to win over to lhe theo'y of vi"len""" cerlain of its nd):hbours who uplO ,,"w
supp<>'led talks. II is in Ihis conlexl lhal we must siluale Ihe ,ecent declarations "f Kaun,la, l'resid""l
of Zambia (Le Monde 23 AI"il), who, on the occasion of his ~isit to Maput", caUed up"n Af,icans I..
unite against lh ... minorily wbilt' reltimes in I(h"desia and Snulh Africa.

Tht' ~isillo Ihe S.wiet Union of a mission It'd by M.A.Chipan"e, MO'llmhi"ue's Minisle, or
Defence. who has just been recei~ed by Ihe I< u"sia n Minisler of Defence, Marshall f;retchk<>. unll "dines
lhe concern of the M"~amhiuuanIol0~ernnlenl team t., widen ils s"oreeS of a,ms pr"visi<>ns. In f"d
duri ng tile ,'olnni"1 slrult):le, il waS Ihe Ch; neSe wh" I",,"'ded arms for I he li .... ral ion, ,F M"'a mb;'! U'·.
I( Leforl "sked Samora )l,1:I,·hcl. "'esident "f M,,,,,.."bhlue I",w he d"fin,'" his ,,·):im.· andwhal ",I,'
he' a'l,i\tned 10 his c"unlry i" Ihe ~."Iuli"" I"king place in ""ulhem AFrica.
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