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How
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The ban on meectings,
imposed by the govern-
ment  almost  three

months ago, has failed @
to curb community o
action,

This is the indication
as community and civic
organisations, commit-
tees and action groups
in the Western Cape
continue to function
and bypass the ban by
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PEOPLE ARE
DETERMINED, THEY
_| FIND UTHER WAYS
OF 0 iZING

* Producing informat-
ive newsletters and
pamphlets,

* (rganising drama
evenings, film shows
and ‘get togethers'.

* Holding street com-
mittes meeting-,

* Holding effective
house meelings and
visits.

A number of pub-
lications in th: form of
newsletters .nd pam-
phlets have been pro-
duced by community
and civic organisations
during the past two
months. The Lotus
Civic Association rec-
ently published its first
monthly newsletter
The newsletter deals
with the latest develop-
ments in a number of
issues affecting the
community such as the
valuations objections,
the problematic elect-
ricity accounts and the

fight against higher
rents.
The well-produced

newsletter says in an
editorial: “We hope to
publish it (the news-
letter) regularly because
there is a definite need.

“Firstly we find
there is not enough
timeé¢ at our monthly
meetings to discuss all
the issues with which
we are involved. Secon-
dly, it is imposgsible for
normal meetings to be
held at present becawss
of the Government ban
on all meetings until
the end of August.’

The '"Hanover Times",
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THey KEEP THER
STRUGELE ON THE MOVE/

serving Hanover Park
and the surrounding
areas, published its first
issue in July.

The colourful, eight-
page mnewsletier, well
illustrated with inform-
ative ‘comic’ type car-
toons, announced on its
front page the format-
ion of a new civic body
for Hanover Park.

It also deals with the
plight of pensioners in
the area, youth and the
general  grievances of
local residents.

The Bridgetown, Sil-
vertown and Kewtown
parent/student  action
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of
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committee also brought
out a newsletter called
the BSK Mews. [t car-
ries articles on the bus
boyeott, the plight of
the meat workers and
local teachers who have
ofganised themselves
into a group.

An information sheet
was also published by
the Teachers Action
Committee and the
Committes af |
produced an illustrat-
ed pamphlet to ex-
plain the suspension of
the school boyeott.

A spokesman for the
Lansdowne Interim

grassroots

News-
paper
strike
victory
— Page 3

Committee, which or-
ganised house meetings,
said: *The bdn did alter
the mood of the people
but it iz effectively
countered by  house
meelngs.

“People are now get-
ting a proper chance to
air their views,she said.

The ban, imposed on

June 14, and renewed

on June 31 for a fur-
ther two months, pro-
hibits any gathering or
meeting of a political
nature.

It does not apply to
any gathering of 10 per-
s0ns or less.,
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AFTER years of hard
struggle for lower rents
by people in all parts of
our country the govern-
ment has at last admit-
ted that the way our
peoples’  rents  are
worked out is bad.

The government has
now worked out 3 new
way to work out our
rents.

Is the new way the
renis are going to be
worked out better? Do
they benefit all our

people or are they good
for some people? What

are the new rents going
to be?

These are questions
that are worrying ten-
ants all over the coun-
try.

The exact rent struc-
ture is not available but
Grassroots looks at the
proposals as they ap-
peared in a local news-

paper.

* FOR PEOPLE
EARNING LESS
THAN RIS0 PER

MONTH
Rents for people earn-

ing less than R150 per
month will be 5 per
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cent of what they earn.
Since the minimum
rent payable is R2.50,
people in this group
will pay rents between
RX50 and R7 50, For
example, if your mon-
thly pay is R120, then

the rent you have to
pay will be R6,00

This is BASIC rental
and people will still
have to pay for Lights,
water and adminis-
tration charges, rates,
ete.

* PEOPLE EARNING
BETWEEN R151
AND R540 PER
MONTH

The way the rent of

people in this group is

worked out is not very
clear. What the article

did say is that people

eamning between R151

and RS540 will have to
pay a maximum of

R2,00 in EXTRA rent

for every R10,00 by

which their salary is
more than R150. For
example, if a person
eams R160 per month,
then his rent will be
B2 50 (R7,50 plus
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R2,00); if a person
eams R350 per month,
then his rent will be
R37.50 (RR7.50 plus
R30,00). This too is
BASIC rental and does
not include charges for
lights, water etc.

The fact that some
houses are over 30
vears old and badly
maintained, poorly
built, is not taken into
account,

It can happen that
two people living in the
same kind of house
may now pay Ccoms
pletely different rents
— one could be asked
to pay three times what
the other pays depend-
ing on what he/she
£AmS.

Clearly from the
report one can say that
the new rents will not
be good for all the
people. It can divide
people in the commun-
ities,

What is also very
clear is that all the com-
munities have to come
together to fight for
new rents that ALL
people can afford.




