Grassroots April 1985

GRASSROOTS: Hh;t':
B the significance
IYY and why are you
taking up this cam-
paign’

DAN: The significance
of the IYY is that for
the first time we a%e
ghiz 1o involve 3 cross-
sacdon of young people
in the same campaign.
By participatmg in
joint acivifies, young

peaple are [orming
unity,
IYY car also help

expose the apartheid
practices of the govermn-
ment. If one looks at
tha IYY themes, one
czn point out the lack
of parBcipation
South Africa, one can
show how development
is stifled and what
peace should mean in
South Africa

One could show that
the HWack loczal autho-
riti=s, new constitotion,
GST and unemplov-
ment &re not the way
to peace.

GRASSROOTS: How
do vou intend taking
up the IYY?

DAN: We Intend having
a number of activities,
for example around (ke
30th anniversary of the
Freedom Charter. The
Charter gives direction
to the youth. If you
reject azparthead, vou
must bave an alter-
natve., The implemen-
tation of the Charter
will lead to 2 fres and
just South Afrizs

The form of our
activities have mnot yet
been comcretised. A lot
will depend on  the
regions,

Some of the issues
whick may bhecome
focuses of the campaign
T conscription and
the Education Charier
campaign. The mosi
important aim of IYY,
howsver, i3 the unity of
the wvouth iIn South
Afriea and hieroation-

ally.

Calling all young people

1985 Is
our year'=—,

THIS year has been declared International Year
of the Youth (I¥Y) by the United Nations. In
South Africa, vouth and students have come to-
gether to celebrate 1YY . Grassroots spoke to Dan
Montsitsi, national co-ordinator of 1YY, during
the recent |Y'Y launch in Cape Town.

We are thinking of a
nactonal rally which
would include cultural
actvities. A nztomal
youth fastival at the
end of the vear =
meant to bring all kinds
of young peoals 1o
gether. All our artivities
would be to mobiliss
people to benefit our
organisations.

There are ideas of
linking up with other
countries, particulasly
African countries, for
various joint youth 2cti-
vitizs. It would be nice
if we could, for exam-
ple, organise soccer
matchss between South
Africen and Zimbab-
wean youth and at the
same time share exper-
IEAoES,

GRASSROOTS: What
it your relationship to
church organisations?

DAN; We hsve gquile a
good relstionship. We

are worsing clossly
with the vouth desk of
the South African

Council of Churches.
They have invited us
to mome of their
activitizs and we have
inviied them to ours.
GRASSROOTS: What
is vour attitude towanrds
the government taking
up the IYY campaign?
DAN: The government
find themsslves In & bad
positon. Lots of other
countries have spoken
out against South
Africa, for example in
the UN resolutions on
the police killiogs and
the treazon trial.

MNow the government
is deliberately tryimg 1o
mislead wouth. They
hzve never been serious
gboui the development
of vyouth. Examples
hese gre education, job
searcity and discrimi-

patjon. Youih dea’t
participate in decision-
mzking

I doubt the sincerity
of the government.
They can™t talk about
peace becauss thelr res-
ponsé has always been
that of repression, in
the 320s, 60s, 1973,
1980 and sl voday

The intention of the
state in taking up IYY
i= to misgaide the
yvoiuth and 1o préssnt 3
fropt 1o the world
They are alzo doing this
1o promote their
pPuppeis.

In the Transvaszl, the
governmant itakes up
the IYY through the
comounity ooupncillors
in the different town-
ships. T1hey |bhave &
central committee. con-
ssting of youth, com-
munity counclors and
the West Rand Admin-
istration Board. The
gﬂ-\-‘!l’ﬂ.‘.ﬂ!ti’ EQAVE
R29000 towards IYY
in Tramevaal

We want to have
nothing to do with the
government's campaign.
We question the legti-
macy of the govern-
ment,

GRASSROOTS: What
would vou say i ex-

pected of young people
this vear?

DAN: Our strongsst
appeal is faor young

peoples 1o come forward
and participeie in our
IYY activites and 1o
ghaw up the falss gnd
dishanest intentions of
the povernment

Owr call i3 for youth
to LUmite under pro-
gessive forces in the
UDF amd to challengs
the govermmeni, io
guestion thefr intent.
ions.

DAN MONTSITSI
addresses the laun-
ching meeting of the
IYY campaign in the
Western Cape. The
meeling was held af
2 church hal in
Sonteheuwel

On Sefurday after-
noon, hundgred of
voung peopis in-
cluding many
members of youth
and sfudent or-
ganigations, took
part in a cultural rally
fo ceiebrate the In-

ternational Youth
Year campaign.
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New art body

A NEW regional cultural body
which will encourage and promots
talents in the Western Cape, will be
lsunched aarly in May.

Invitations hawe besn extended
to all progressive arganisstions and
individuals to attend a mesting at
the Community Arts Project [CAP)
at 3 p.m. on Sunday May 5.

Initial work has been done by a
group of artists and interested indi-
viduals. They have drawn up & set
of working principles outlining the
aims and objectives, the structure
and function of the new organi-

saton. . )
Some of the aims of the organi-

sation are:

® to unite prograssive cultural
workers in the Western Cape.

s oppose all forms of oppression
and exploitation.

® gncourage and promote creative
telents existing in the com-
munities of the Western Cape.

o0 focus amention on and
actively opposs the harassment
of cultural workers.

Membership will be open to pro-
gressive cultwral organisations and
cultural workers actively engaged in
the community and wha subscribe

GAYLORD SHOE FACTORY SHOP

CLAUDE ROAD, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA 1
(OPPOSITE ACKERMANS MEAT WHOLESALERS)
GENUINE LEATHER SCHOOL SHOES

RS5,99

FOR BOYS & GIRLS

LADIES WINTER SLIPPERS R3,99

LAYSYES ACCEPTED
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Individuals:
Organisations:

grassroots
SUBSCRIBE NOW

Grassroots Subcription Rates:
Local

R20,00 R25,00 R35,00
R30,00 R35,00 R60,00

African Overseas

NAME

P.O. BOX 181, ATHLOWE 7760
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to the aims of the organisation.

' | VISIT QUR SHOWROOM
- AT FLAMINGO CRESCENT
LANSOOWNE

OR GIVE US A CALL AT
F1-4552 « 710013

Curtaining Accessones
Steam Clearing Soctchgers




