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LAST month, an 11-
person SRC was demo-
cratically elected by the
students at the Univer-
sity of the Western Cape.
It was not the first time
that this campus saw an
SRC election. The strug-
gle for a democratic
SRC began more than
ten years ago.

The first protest star-
ted in 1970 when stu-

dents refused to wear.

ties. In the same year,
students rejected elec-
tions of an SEC because
they believed that under
the existing constitu-
tion, such a body would
be powerless,

1972: In February
1972, the students had
their first proper elec-
tion for an SRC after
drawing up their own
constitution, However,
a dispute arose between
the rector and the SRC
a few months later. The
SRC was informed that
it was no longer recog-
nised, that its constitu-
tion was not legal. The
administration handed
it a new constitution
which the student body

The Road to

MOST communities in
the Western Cape were
affected by the educat-
ion crisis that struck in
1980. The memories of
the meetings, discuss
ions, fears and happi-
ness still linger on, In
the future there will be
more  stuggles taking
place in the field of
education. Perhaps we
need to ook more
closely at this aspect of
the life of our commun-
ity. In this way we
could prevent the mis-
takes and beware of the
pitfalls of the past.
Because we don't
have democratic con-
trol of our country we
don't have democratic

struggle continues

rejected,

The conflict around
the SEC izsue and other
grievances led to a walk-
off taking place in June
1973,

The authorities re-
acted by expelling the

entire  student body.
The students could
only be taken back if
they signed a form

undertaking to endorse
all the regulations of
the wuniversity authori-
ties.

They refused to com-
ply with this condition
and called for the rein-

gtatement of all the
students.
What followed was

the first attempt by the
students to organise
community support.
Meetings were held
throughout the country
culminating in 3 mass
meeting in Athlone at-
tended by 12 000 peo-
ple who demanded un-

conditional feadmissiun
of every single student.
The authorities gave in.

The fight for the aec-
ceptance of their own
SRC constitution was
continued.

1976 - The year 1976
speaks for itself. It all
started with a one week
boveott of classes in
protest against the soc-
ial and political situat-
ion in South Africa.

Once again the SRC
constitution was sus-
pended.

In 1977, SRC was
elected but students did

not show much interest.

In October a spirit
of defiance developed
after a mass meeting in
honour of Steve Biko
who had died in deten-
tion.

The SRC constitu-
lion was again with-
drawn,

UKUSA forms links

MORE than 100 dele-
gates from 50 commu-
nity and worker organi-
sations in and around
Durban attended the
Ukusa congress over the
weekend,

The congress was
considered to be a mile-
stone in the dynamic
growth ‘and develop-
ment of the newspaper
which was started just
more than a vear ago. A
delegate at the congress
said, “we call on all or-
ganisations to throw
their weight behind the
initiative and to help
build Ukusa to be the
voice of the silent ma-
Jority."”

The congress was
opened by a member
of the Ukusa Board,
Dr Gangat. He out-
lined the problems of
the newspaper over the
past year, Some of
which are a poor distri-
bution network, irre-
gular publication of the
newspaper and a lack of
community involve-
ment in deciding on the
content of the paper.

Dr Gangat said

"

“Ukusa was started to
fill a wacuum in the
media field. There is
very little coverage of
the problems and strug-
gles of our people in
the daily commercial
newspapers.  Ukusa
must fill this void, it
must also inform and
educate our people,™

A second speaker,
Adv. Zak Yakoob, talk-
ed about the role of
alternative media in our
struggle for democratic
change.

He stressed that for

a newspaper to fall
within the field of
alternative media, it

must serve Lo propagate
democratic ideals as op-
posed to Apartheid, It
must not only unite our
people, but be demo-
cratic im ifs organisa-
tion.

A guest speaker
from Grassrools Com-
munity Newspaper pre-
sented a model of how

an alternative news-
paper is operating in
Cape Town.

The afternoon ses-
gion was by far the

most interesting as dele-
gates debated issues
rigorously in the small
group discussion. They
gave their feedback on
what the role of Ukusa
should be and how
community and worker
organisations could par-
ticipate in the news-
gathering process, dis-

tribution, and adver-
tising. An important
gquestion was  how

Ukusa should be struc-
tured, what kinds of
sub-committees are
needed and what should
the relationship be be-
tween the Board of
Ukusa and the people.
Arising from the
group discussions, pro-
posals were formulated
on the future of Ukusa
and the way forward.
The spirit of the con-
gress was constructive,
Adv. Zak Yakoob sum-
marised the mood of
the congress quite aptly
when he said, ""Ukusa
has the will. It now
needs the support of all
democratic people’s or-
ganisations to play its
part in shaping the
future of the project.”

The struggle for an
SEC lapsed a bit until
1980 when a renewed
call was made during
the schools bovcott of
1980.

An important feature
of this boycott was the
link set up between stu-
dents and the comimi-
nity. Parent-student
action commitiess were
started in most areas,

1981 A referendum
was held at the begin-
ning of the year. The
majority of the stu-
deénts were in favour of
an SRC being formed,
an ad hoe committee
was selected.

It held programmes
to popularise and pro-

maote the idea of an
SRC.
After an ill-timed

boycott in June, a nine-
person SEC came into
being.

1982 AND THE ROAD
AHEAD.

1982 started with the
orientation programme.
Students also showed
theiwr anger at the death
of Dr Meill Aggett in
detention by attending
protest meetings and
participating in the mat-
ionwide work stoppage.

However, the SRC
gave too little attention
to student grievances. It
never really gained the
full active support of
the student body.

For any SRC to be
successiul it has to have
mass student participat-
ion, In order o achieve
this at Bush, issues
which affect students
directly will have to be
tackled. Examples are
high class fees, high
hostel fees, etc. Sub-
committees have fo be
established so as to in-
corporate  students in
the investigation of
these problems.

The road ahead will
be filled with stumbling
blocks and it is only
through the support
and active participation
of the student mass
that we will be success-

ful in building a strong
SRC.

control of the edu-
cation of our children,
The government cont-
rols the education of
our youth. Below the
government are the
education departments
and campus adminis-
trators. These decide
what should be taught
and how the teaching
and learning should
take place.

Distribution

The government also
distributes money for
education in a very un-
fair way, In 1979 (just
before the boycotts)
the government spent
R551,00 on every
white child, R185,16
on  every coloured,
RE236 on every Asian
child and RE54 on every
Black child,

White children are
taught skills of leader-
ship and organisation
s0 that they can take
up positions of power
and management. Black
children are taught to

They are given no spe-
cialised education. This
means that the educat-
ion of our youth does
not serve the needs of
the people but of the
government.

® Have our youth acc-
epted this?

From 1920 to 1954
to 1976 till 1980
students have challen-
ged the fairness of the
education which they
receive. Mo matter what
kind the challenge, be
it militant boycolts or
quietly building SRCs,

the link between the
student struggles and
that of the broader

community was always
clear,

In many of the stu-
dent struggles there
have been some wvictor-
ies but there have also
been losses. In 1976 the
Government hit back
with terrible force, Lots
of students were killed
and organisations were
banned.
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from our actions in

1976 and 19807

* [t is impossible to
plan mass student act-
ion in advance. We
cannot say that next
yvear at such and such
a date we will start a
boycott lasting 50 many
days. This is impossible,
Apartheid and inferior
education create pres-
sures 1n- schools and
university which build
up to the point where
any event, a death in
detention or a worker
sirike, cam spark off
mass action. However,

Organisation

the success of this mass
action depends on how
much organisation went
before it. At schools
there should be a demo-
cratic SBEC which builds
strong unity among the
students,, When a
school like this embarks
on some form of mass
action the chance of
effective umnited mass

be future workers. What

BECAUSE there are manv different
people who form part of it, it has
many different problems, One of the
ways for students to handle their
difficulties is to elect a SRC (Stu-
dents" Representative Council).

SRCs have played an important
role, in our community, especially in
the last two years, when many SRCs
were formed,, Grassroots spoke to
students from a number of different
schools, where no SRCs exist, or
where SECs exist but are not very
effective, and also where they oper-
ate effectively.

This brought forward many inter-
esting wviews which we hope will
stimulate debate,

* It should provide ‘a link between
staff and students’,

* An SRC should keep students in-
formed about what is happening in
the community.

* An SRC ‘should listen to people’s
complaints about school as far as
possible, It should act on those com-
plaints.’

* SRKCsshould organise discussions,

One student felt that the individ-
uals on the SRC at his school were
too busy arranging sporting activities.

He said it was sad that SRCs were
‘not organising discussions on sub-
jects like the role of formal edu-
cation in our society, what our atti-
tude to boycotts should be, and so0
on. They need to explain why certain
things should or should not be done”,

A student from a school where no
SRC exists: “There is no discussion
at our school. We haven't got an
SRC. The students didn't want an
SRC."

She felt that her school was
lacking something because it had no
SRC. There was no unity amongst
the students and no communication
with the staff,

‘They should find out what
people want to know and take it

can

Students speak
out about SRC’s

he school is a community

we learn action is greater.

from there. Class representatives
know their classes and can easily find
out what people are thinking."

One student felt that teachers,
outsiders as well as students could
lead discussions., ‘Anyone who is
prepared to, or knows encugh, can
help.’

Another student felt that the
SRC should conduct awareness pro-
grammes on a regular. basis, Time
should be made available for this in
the classrooms.

ARE BOYCOTTS STILL IN THE
MINDS OF STUDENTS?

“Yes. Most felt that it had been a
good thing, But some are disillus-
ioned because their demands had not
been met, They think that there
should be another way. They don't
know what it is.™

Some feel that because many de-
mands were not met, the boyvcott
was not a good thing, The SRCs
should take up this discussion, so
that the whole matter can be cleared
up.”

Another student said that there
was no discussion of this matter at
her school. “The bovcotts don't
seem to have affected them much.”

It is obvious that much more can
be said about relationships in schools,
especially about relationships bet-
ween students, between students and
other people like teachers in schools
and also between schools and the
commumity.

One student said that there needs
to be better communication between
student organisations and the com-
munity organisations, It was sug-
gested that students be represented
in community organisations, What do

. you think about this?

If you would like to join a dis-
cussion group about this and other
guestions about relationships In a
school, please phone or write to
Grassroots.



