
British unions back economic sanctions 
NINETY-EIGHT unions repre
senting 9,8 million Bri t ish 
workers voted unanimously in 
support of a motion calling for 
economic sanctions against 
South Africa at the recent an
nual conference of the Trade 
Union Congress *TUO-

The TUC also backed trade 
union moves to boycott South 
African goods and criticized 
British Prime Minister Marga
ret Thatcher for not imposing 
sanctions against South Africa, 

The TUC conference held on 
September 5 passed the motion 
after the Transport and Gener

al Workers Union's former gen* 
eral secretary. Moss Evans told 
delegates that a determined 
boycott of South African goods 
now would drive several nails 
into the coffin of the apartheid 
regime. But the decisive blows 
m u s t c o m e f r o m t h e 
governments/ 

Mr Evans, who is chairman 
of the TUC's international com
mittee, said sanctions should 
apply until South Africa re
leased all political prisoners, 
including Nelson Mandela. 

He said real changes would 
come only through action by 

South Africans themselves. 
'But we outside can certainly 

push Mr Botha, push him hard, 
and help push him over/ said 
Mr Evans. 

The unions committed them
selves to new efforts to get 
South African goods barred 
from stores* 

They also said they would 
eliminate any shares the union 
pension funds had in South Af
rican companies and try to get 
British firms not to invest here. 

Britain is the largest inves
tor in South Africa and is the 

The seaman union's leader, 
Mr Jim Slater said seamen and 
dockers would enthusiastically 
support efforts to keep out 
South African goods and added 
'we may find we will have to 
take direct action'. 
fourth biggest trading partner. 

The unions said they would 
seek a government ban on new 
investment in South Africa, a 
strengthening of the United 
Nations arms embargo, an end 
to British bank loans to Pretor
ia, withdrawal of Britain's am
bassador, and the expulsion of 
South Africa's envoy in Britain. 


