
Students agree to protect bus drivers 
TRANSPORT is a political is
sue in South Africa because 
workers are forced to live many 
kilometres away from their 
workplaces. 

Buses have become a symbol 
of the apartheid system and be
cause of this have often been 
stoned and burnt as an expres
sion of people's hatred of this 
system* 

Tragically* bus drivers find 
themse lves caugh t in the 
middle* 

However, a new agreement 
b e t w e e n F O S A T U ' s 
Pietermartizburg Shop Ste
wards Council and a number of 
loca l y o u t h and s t u d e n t 
organisations signals the be
ginning of a new relationship 

between bus drivers and the 
communities they come from. 

Over the past few months at 
least 11 drivers have been in
jured in stoning incidents in 
the Imbali township on the out* 
skirts of Maritzburg. 

This led to the drivers refus* 
ing to enter Imbali and the bus
e s h a v e b e e n d r o p p i n g 
passengers at the Sutherland 
Road turn-off to the township* 

Students began stoning the 
buses shortly after police de
tained a student leader about 
two months ago. They also be
gan boycotting the schools. 

The violence spread when it 
was rumoured that the taxi 
drivers had urged the students 

to stone the buses. In the fight
ing which followed two men 
died and four kombis were 
burnt. 

In an attempt to resolve this 
conflict in the community , 
FOSATU set up a meeting with 
the Imbali Youth Organisation, 
the Congress of South African 
Students , the Imbali Youth 
League and the Azanian Stu
dents Movement. 

T h e FOSATU a f f i l i a t e d 
Transport and General Work
e r s Union r e p r e s e n t s the 
Pietermart izburg Transport 
Department's drivers* These 
drivers played a crucial role in 
the recent stayaway called in 
support of the Sarmcol strikers. 

At the meeting on August 23, 
all the organisations agreed 
that the buses should be al
lowed to enter the township 
again. And that they would act 
against anyone who tried to 
stop or harass the drivers. 

The student organisations 
said that in future they would 
not take any action on any is
sue which affected workers be
fore holding discussions with 
FOSATU. 

The local shop steward coun
cil secretary. Dheki Ngidi said 
t h e m e e t i n g s u c c e s f u l l y 
brought peace to the township. 

'From then on the students 
looked after the buses before 
they went to school and after 
school/ he said. 


