
THE 
FIRESTONE 
STRIKE 

THE Brits industrial area is once 
again the scene of industrial un
rest as Firestone workers strike 
in support of their demand for 
an immediate pay rise. 

The Brits area is on the border 
of Bophuthatswana and because 
of its classification as an indust* 
rial 'deconcentration* point 
many of the factories have been 
able to get away with paying 
poverty wages. 

However, union activity in 
this area is on the upswing with 
both the Metal and Allied Work* 
eis Union and the National Aut
omobile and Allied Woikers 
Union recruiting members. 

For the past ten months, 
dismissed workers from B & S 
Steel and Engineering have met 
everyday in a local hall in a 
show of defiance and solidarity. 

The B & S workers are now 
awaiting the outcome of their 

Industrial Court case where they 
have accused the company of 
union bashing. 

The Firestone workers initially 
stopped work on August 18 in 
protest at the company's introd
uction of a wage increase with* 
out negotiating with NAAWU* 

The workeis relumed to work 
when the company agreed to 
open talks with the union. 

However, a week later they 
again stopped worfc in support 
of a demand for an immediate 
wage increase. 

The workers have rejected out
right a company proposal of a 
wage increase tied to a worker's 
productivity. 

Through the wage talks the 
workers have already won the 
right to plant based bargaining 
and Firestone has agreed to raise 
the hourly minimum to R2. 

In a further breakthrough, the 
company has also agreed to look 
at the possibility of changing 
from an incentive bonus to a 
measured day work system. 

Under the present systemt 
a worker can lose a quarter of 
his wages if he falls below the 
target. 

Now the union and Firestone 
will be meeting to see if they can 
break this deadlock. 

On going to press, the workers 
were still out and united in their 
rejection of a production tied 
increase. 

However, the dispute shows 
signs of intensifying as the Sec* 
urity Police had approached 
workers and warned them to 
stop causing *kak* at Firestone. 

NAAWU condemned this 'un
warranted interference' by the 
police in what so far had been 
a peaceful stoppage. 


