
Meat bosses still anti-union 
THE price of meat may have 
gone up and down recently but 
the hard line attitude of meal 
companies towards trade unions 
seems to have remained con
stant. 

In 1980 more lhan 800 meal 
workers went on strike in the 
Western Cape in a bid to win 
recognition of their union 
the General Workers Union. 

But even though the strike 
spread to a countrywide boy
cott of meat, the workers 
were unsuccesful. 

Now again, at the State-owned 

Cato Ridge Abattoir worker 
members of the Sweet Food and 
Allied Workers Union are push
ing for recognition. 

Management have refused to 
even talk to SFAWU until the 
union extends its scope of 
registration to cover Cato Ridge 
and prove paid up membership. 

Branch organiser Jay Naidoo 
said the union had applied for 
an extension of scope but did 
not feel this should be an impor
tant factor. 

The company should recog

nise a union solely on the sup
port it has in the factory/ he 
said. 

If the abattoir wanted to test 
the support, the SFAWU has 
said it was prepared to have a 
ballot. Brother Naidoo added. 

In the meantime, the union 
is preparing to take legal action 
against the abattoir and has 
already informed the company 
that it would declare a dispute 
unless it set a date for the neg
otiation of a recognition agree
ment. 


