
New federation is a 
THERE are less than 30 days 
to go before the launch of the 
largest progressive trade union 
federation this country has 
ever seen* 

Thirty-six trade unions, with 
a total signed up membership 
of close on half-a-million mem* 
bers (500 000), a re moving 
swiftly towards the Inaugural 
Congress which will be held in 
Durban over the weekend of 
November 30-December 1. 

On the Sunday, December 1, 
a mass rally will be held in 
Durban to celebrate the feder
ation's launch. Tens of thou
sands of workers will be bused 
in from all areas of South 

Africa. 
For the first time in South 

Africa's labour history, there 
will be a federation which will 
really cover all areas of this 
country. 

Judging from an assessment 
of where the membership of the 
unions is located, there could 
be as many as 10 regions al
though the federation is likely 
to initially start of with less 
than that. 

The major goal of the feder
ation will be to form one giant 
union in each of this country's 
industrial sectors. 

And in order to achieve this 

as speedily as possible, the cre
dentials committee has drawn 
up a list of industrial sectors 
and meetings have been held 
between the unions in particu
lar industries to discuss the 
possibility of mergers. 

At the Inaugural Congress, 
each union will be represented 
on the baste of one delegate for 
every 500 members up to 
20 000 and then thereafter one 
delegate per 1 000 members. At 
future congresses this will re-
v e r t back to one per 500 
members* 

The major function of the 
congress will be to accept the 

giant 
draft constitution, elect the of
fice bearers (all of who will be 
workers) and general secretary, 
and then debate the various 
resolutions submitted by the 
unions. 

The congress will also have 
to decide on a name for the fed
eration (at the moment the 
firm favourite is the 'Congress 
of S o u t h A f r i c a n T r a d e 
Unions') and select the symbol 

Designs for a symbol can be 
submitted on an A3 sheet of pa
per to the congress convenor. 
Cyril Ramaphosa, general sec
retary of the National Union of 
Mineworkers, Lekton House, 5 
Wanderers St, Johannesburg, 


