
PREMIER group's Farm Fare 
locked out about 500 workers 
at the company's Wynberg fac
tory on October 14 and would 
not allow them back into the 
plant until they accepted new 
conditions of service which in
clude compulsory overtime and 
extended working hours. 

Sweet Food and Allied Work
ers Union organiser, David 
Makgema t said the un ion , 
which represents over 440 
workers at the plant, had been 
holding negotiations with the 
company since July IS. 

'After several meetings we 
reached a deadlock when Farm 
F*ire came forward with its fi
nal offer of a R9,30 increase per 
week on condition t ha t the 
workers agree to compulsory 
overtime and extended working 
hours/ 

The union completely reject
ed that. We are demanding a 
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R19 across-the-board increase/ 
'On September 29 the com

pany applied for a conciliation 
board. In the meantime it is
sued several notices saying 
that workers must agree to new 
working conditions/ Brother 
Makgema said. 

'The conciliation board was 
not appointed within 30 days 
and when workers arrived at 
work on Monday October 14 
they found the gate locked/ 

'A poster on the gate said 
that only workers who signed a 
form agreeing to the new condi
tions of service would be let 
through the gate/ he said. 

*The workers had little choice 
but to sign the forms under pro
test/ Brother Makgema said. 

The union has told the com
pany that it reserves the right 
to raise the matter in the im
mediate future/ he added. 


