
Detainees speak out! 
THE HELICOPTER: The 
victim's hands are 
handcuffed beneath his 
knees and he is suspended 
somehow on a stick between 
two tables. He is kicked so 
that he spins on the stick. 
While he is spinning on the 
stick, the victim is beaten 
with sjamboks. 

T h i s i s h o w S i y o l o 
Mashiqana, a worker a t 
P i lk ing ton who was de
tained on July 25, describes 
a common form of torture al
legedly used during interro
g a t i o n a t t h e L o u i s Le 
Grange police s ta t ion in 
Port Elizabeth. 

His is j u s t one of t h e 
many tales of police assault
ing d e t a i n e e s . B r o t h e r 
Mashiqana's affadavit along 
with others was used in sup
port of a Supreme Court ap
plication brought against 
the Minister of Law and Or
der and several high rank
ing Eas t e rn Cape police 
officers on September 25. 

In a n o t h e r a f f a d a v i t , 
Vusumzi George describes 
how on July 21 at about 
2.30 am the police woke him 
up by throwing stones on 
the roof of his house and 
hammering on all the win
dows and doors* 

'Eventua l ly t h e police 
gained entry by breaking 
and climbing through the 
window/ 

'Two plainclothes police
men entered my bedroom 
where my wife and I were 
sleeping. My wife was nine 
months pregnant but the po
lice nevertheless beat her 
and myself with quirts/ 

'Shortly after the arrest 
but before I was placed in 
the back of the landrover, I 
was assau l t ed by being 
dragged violently across a 
wooden fence pole and hav
ing my foot heavily stamped 
upon/ 

Vusumzi George was tak
en to S t A l b a n s pr i son 
where he was placed in a 
cell with 10 to 15 o the r 
detainees. 

One week after he had ar
rived in prison, he says, he 
was t a k e n to Lou i s Le 
Grange police station for 
interrogation. 

' W h i l e q u e s t i o n i n g 

me....they made me sit on 
the floor with my hands 
handcuffed behind my back 
and forced my legs open by 
beating the insides of my 
thighs with sjamboks. They 
then attempted repeatedly 
to kick me in my private 
parts/ 

'They then asked me if I 
had seen Dennis Neer. I said 
I had and that he had a 
bruised face. They then said 
that if I did not tell the 
truth I would end up like 
Dennis/ 

They then beat me with a 
sjambok on my back and 
chest and smashed my toes 

and head with a short wood
en stick. They then took me 
to another room and four 
black policemen forced me 
to do physical exercises un
til I was exhausted/ 

They then made me hold 
a chair above the heads of 
the other detainees, while I 
was forced to crouch in an 
uncomfor tab le pos i t ion . 
During this no questions 
were asked/ 

'Then Tungata, another 
security policeman, came in 
and ordered me to stand as 
if I was embracing a metal 
filing cabinet. He then be* 
gan punching me in the kid-

n e y s from b e h i n d a n d 
h a m m e r i n g me on my 
shoulders with two fisted 
blows. He repeated this type 
of assault a number of times 
and then beat my ears with 
open hands. He then threw 
me onto the floor while kick-
i n g me a n d a s k e d me 
questions/ 

Two other policemen en
tered the room and assisted 
with the general assaul t 
which lasted about half-an* 
hour/ 

Tungata and two other 
policemen who had recently 
entered the room, took me to 
the next door room and beat 

me with their fists and open 
hands until I began scream
ing. Two or three white po
licemen then came into the 
room and one of the three 
brought a wet towel which 
was placed tightly around 
my face and head. While the 
towel was suffocating me 
they beat me. They then re
moved the towel from my 
face and throttled me/ said 
Vusumzi George in his 
affadavit. 

A National Automobile 
and Allied Workers Union 
shop steward a t General 
Motors, J a m e s Tamboer, 
was detained a t 3.30 am on 
July 22. 

He writes in his affadavit 
tha t during interrogation 
two policemen instructed 
him to sit on the floor. 

The white policeman held 
my hands behind my back 
while the other walked on 
my a n k l e s . It was very 
painful....He then put his 
hand against my forehead 
and banged the back of my 
head hard against the wall 
twice. He said "Sit daar jou 
striker'. I still have head
aches from these blows/ 

Other detainees in their 
affidavits speak of how fel
low detainees would arrive 
back from in ter rogat ion 
with gashes, bruises, swol
len faces and some were 
hardly able to walk. 

Siyolo Mash iqana de
scribes how Dennis Neer, 
general secre tary of the 
Motor Assembly and Com
ponents Workers Union of 
SA, left the cell one morning 
'well and able to move nor
mally* but when he came 
back in the evening 'he 
moved very slowly as if in 
great pain/ 

*His r i g h t cheek was 
bruised and swollen and he 
cradled one forearm with 
the other. When he removed 
his jacket I saw that the 
arm was swollen from wrist 
to elbow. He also had swol
len marks on his back near 
the kidneys/ 

Siyolo Mashiqana in his 
affadavit says that Dennis 
Neer was eventually taken 
to Livingstone Hospital on 
July 25. He returned to the 
cell on August 30 with his 
arm bandaged in a sling. 


